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Not quite a Spitfire!  CTR members gather in front of a P-51 Mustang at the 94th Aero Squadron 
Restaurant at College Park Airport, the world’s oldest continuously operating airport,  following the  

annual Awards Brunch on January 27th. 
 

For more on the Awards Brunch and CTR’s orderly transition of power, see page 3. 
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CTR Happenings 
2008 Events 
 

The calendar on page 6 lists many events for early 2008.  To 
flesh out the calendar more, CTR’s Executive Steering Board 
(ESB) is holding a special meeting on February 12th at Bentley’s 
in Falls Church.  If you have an idea for an event, please attend 
or pass on your thoughts to one of the ESB members. 

 
Pop Up Events and E-Mail Event Notification 
 

Events popped up for late January and early February with-
out sufficient time for newsletter notification.  We tried to get 
the word out by e-mail, but probably didn’t reach everyone. 

 
  Please make sure we have your up-to-date e-mail address 

so that you don’t miss out on news of CTR events!  And please 
don’t forget to give us your new mailing addresses and phone 
numbers when they change. 

 
Welcome CTR’s Newest Members! 
 
 Jules Blazej, Winchester, VA 
 Brian and Maria Murray, Woodbridge, VA, 1975 Spitfire 
 Bob Rappleye, Cascase, MD, 1973 GT6 and 1973 GT6 racer 
 Stephen Carpenter, Boyds, MD, 1970 Spitfire 
 Fred Mittleman and Diane Page, Arlington, VA, 1960 TR3A 

January 2008 

New  & 
Improved 

Triumph Parts 
Lionel Mitchell 

Here’s another Triumph cottage industry web site: http://
www.the-vintage-racer.com.  It’s also known as Alexander 
Racing Enterprises and is run by TR4 racer Joe Alexander.  
You may have seen or heard his name before. The Big –Three 
sell some of his products.  Joe focuses on items for vintage rac-
ers, but some of products are useful for street cars as well.  He 
makes many of the products for the entire TR range plus a few 
items for Spitfire and MGB models as well. 

 
You might already have one of his products in your toolbox 

sold through the Big –Three: the brake adjuster/square oil drain 
plug wrench  I bought one of these from Joe a year or two ago 
and it works great.  The price is $12. 

 
Another of his products that you’ve probably seen in the 

TRF catalogs is the carburetor heat shield.  The purpose of the 

shield is to keep fuel from evaporating when the engine is 
very hot.  This is apparently a problem for racers, but the 
concept is still applicable for street cars on hot summer 
drives.  These are available for the dual carburetor configu-
ration for the entire TR series (Stromberg and SU) and for 
Weber DCOEs.  They’re made of stainless steel. For the 
TR series the price is $44.50; the Weber shield is $20. 

 
I recently 

noticed another 
product line 
from Joe in a 
Moss mini-
catalog: alumi-
num alloy front 
and rear engine 
plates.  These 
plates are re-
placements for 
the factory 
steel plates. 
These plates (1 
lb. compared to 6 for the TR6 front plate) reduce engine 
weight, the holy grail for the racers, and are claimed to pro-
vide better sealing than old warped plates, plus they look 
really nice.  Could this be the end of oil leaks of mass de-
struction? Plates are available for the TR series, Spitfire, 
and GT6.  The cost range is $85-$169 each with rear plates 
typically costing more than the front ones. 

 
In conjunction with Uncle Jack Drews, Joe manufac-

tures velocity stacks for Stromberg and SU 1.75” carbure-
tors at $67.50 each. He quotes Kas Kasner as reporting a 4-
6 hp gain from using these, but this is strictly a racing ap-
plication as there is no air filter fitment.  Joe also sells Un-
cle Jack’s front axle kit for the TR6, which includes the 
beefier axle and the spacer.  I previously reported on this 
kit and the problem it corrects. The price is $290. 

 
The web site lists several other products, such as TR3/4 

axle locator kits and rocker arm spacers.  Prices are given 
but no descriptions or photos.  He also sells Kaster’s three 
books for $34.50 each. 

 
The products look to be high quality.  The web site 

needs a bit of work.  Purchase is by phone not via the web 
site.  OK guys, it’s your turn to write about something 
you’ve seen. What about some more Spitfire stuff, or how 
about parts re-engineered for the Stag or TR7? Their prob-
lems were legendary. Anything from an improved water 
pump to better cylinder head studs to complete engine 
swaps – there’s lots of new and improved parts to report on. 
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CTR Awards Brunch 
Sunday, January 27th 

CTR Elections 

At our annual Awards Brunch, CTR honors those mem-
bers who have participated at a higher than average level at 
club events throughout the year.   

 
This year, 28 members were singled out with certificates 

of recognition based on points earned in 2007.  Points are 
earned for participating in and organizing CTR events as well 
as for newsletter articles, recruiting new members and the 
like.  From 1st through 28th place they were:  Paul, Sharon and 
Rebecca Edelstein; Lionel and Nancy Mitchell; Art Fournier; 
Bill and Carol Goodwin; Stephen and Ho Yong Oertwig; 
Charlie Brown; Tom and Mary Burke; Rich and Patti Town-
send; Matt Schipani; Rich and Lisa Smalling; Rich and 
Joanne Wilkins; RJ Fortwengler and Sheila Skipper; Joe and 
Rita Cannon; Paul Scuderi; Bill and Kathy Wemhoff; John 
and Sara Buescher; Bruce and Miriam Hislop; Maureen and 
Jay Donn; Karl and Penny Johnson; Scott Tilton; Roger and 
Peggy Morrison; ed Chan; Scooter Mauck; Ira and Mary 
Schoen; Keith Dunklee; Beverly and David Daugherty; 
Glenn Minucci; and Sherman and Camellia Taffel. 

 
Three of the awards recipients also received gift certifi-

cates to Motorhead in Fairfax, Virginia.  These were Lionel 
Mitchell, Bill Goodwin and Stephen Oertwig. 

 
This year’s Awards Brunch was held at the 94th Aero 

Squadron Restaurant at the College Park Airport in Mary-
land.  Thanks go to Maryland events coordinator Bill Good-
win for arranging this event. 

Every two years, CTR holds elections for president and 
vice president.  Paul Edelstein and RJ Fortwengler, having 
served ably and well in these positions for four years chose 
not to run again.  Stepping up to fill the void were Paul 
Scuderi and Lionel Mitchell who were unanimously elected 
as CTR’s new president and vice president.  (Wouldn’t it be 
great if national elections could proceed so smoothly?) 

 
Paul Edelstein was recognized for his outstanding job 

with gift certificates to McCormick and Schmick’s and The 
Roadster Factory.  Actually, recognition went to the entire 
Edelstein family – wherever Paul was, Sharon and Rebecca 
were usually close at hand (and lending a hand). 

 
Paul and RJ will stay with CTR’s Executive Steering 

Board as members-at-large. 
 
Expect more from CTR’s outgoing and incoming presi-

dents in the February edition of The Standard. 

RJ Fortwengler (right) presents Sharon and Paul Edelstein 
with a card and gift certificates as thanks for their superb  

efforts as CTR’s president and first lady for the past four years. 

Paul Scuderi (left) presents Lionel Mitchell a Buzz Lightyear 
action figure and a boot from a Darth Vader figure after elec-

tion as CTR’s vice president.  Lionel had hoped for a Darth 
Vader respirator mask , but some things just aren’t meant to be. 
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Washington Car 
Show 

Paul Scuderi, Paul Edelstein, Rich Smalling, Tom Burke and 
Art Fournier at the Land Rover exhibit. 

They knew there wasn’t going to be a Triumph in sight, 
but several CTR members decided to visit the Washington 
Car Show after work on Friday, January 25th, to see what 
was new and shiny in the world of automotive transporta-
tion.  Most of us took the Metro to the huge Washington 
Convention Center at Mount Vernon Square.  (Wear com-
fortable shoes!)  Afterwards, dinner followed at Tony 
Cheng’s Mongolian Barbeque. 

 
This year’s show was almost a spur of the moment de-

cision, but a trek to the Washington Car Show could be-
come an organized CTR event in the future if there’s inter-
est. 

Well, it’s February.  
 
Soon it will be top-down weather. Kids will be playing 

volleyball in the park and the warm sun will be all around 
us.  Then it’ll turn cold as hell again and a major ice event 
will coat the roads with a quarter-inch of frozen rain.  That 
cycle will repeat itself a few times until it’s really Spring 
and time for Britain On The Green! 

 
CTR’s annual salute to the days when cars looked like 

cars and not like cough lozenges takes place April 27th at 
the Collingwood Museum and Library on Americanism just 
off the Mount Vernon Parkway in Alexandria, Virginia.  
The event starts at 9:30 and runs until 2:30.  The 2008 
BOG will feature a new food vendor (surprise, surprise), a 
new, great-looking poster (as usual), that awesome Scottish 
ice cream, and scores of the cleanest, classiest British cars 
ever built. 

 
Spaces on the field will be limited this year due to 

some construction at Collingwood, so if you are planning to 
enter your car, respond promptly to the entrant mailer that 
will go out in early March or go to the CTR website about 
that same time in March and fill out the on-line entry form.  
Pre-registration is your friend this year.  We have run out of 
entrant spaces for the last two years in a row and this year, 
space will be even tighter. 

BOG Season is Just 
Around the Corner 

Tom Burke 

Also, this year we will need all the help we can get, so 
please join the BOG Staff, the dedicated, energetic, happy 
band of warriors who have made this rite of Spring happen 
every year since 1997.  You will have fun.  You will be 
glad you joined.  You will drink beer and you will get the 
greatest sense of satisfaction when you see that field of 
green fill up with a breath-taking assortment of cars that 
were built to make driving a pleasure.  

 
Contact Tom Burke or Charlie Brown at 

tburke4@aol.com or charliebrownphoto@comcast.net or 
call (703) 941-5833. 

BOG planning meeting at Collingwood on January 26th 
 

From left to right, Lionel Mitchell, Stephen Prior, Tom Burke, 
Paul Edelstein, Rich Smalling, RJ Fortwengler, Charlie Brown 

(or at least the top of his head), Rich Townsend, John 
Buescher, and Stephen Oertwig 

 
And who’s missing?  Why you are, of course! 
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Each February, one of our more popular club events 
has been karting at Allsports Grand Prix. I’ve said it before 
and it remains true, win or loose, it’s hard to leave the track 
without a big smile on your face.  

 
After arrival and getting the paperwork out of the way, 

you slip into a driver’s suit and head into the classroom. 
Loaner helmets are provided, if you don’t have one, once 
on-track. After a short discussion about track rules and best 
strategy, we’re divided into groups of 10 or less and put 
into a kart for 25 practice laps. All timing is done electroni-
cally to the nearest thousandths of a second. Based on your 
best lap in practice, you’re gridded for the 40-lap race. 
There is a podium finish and trophies are provided for the 
winners.  

 
Each year we’ve been there, it seems Allsports im-

proves the quality of the karts. They tell you all the karts 
are equal but, it’s been my experience, some karts are more 
‘equal’ than others. These are not your carnival bump-and-
run go-karts. Track officials will actually black flag you if 
you become too aggressive on track. They don’t mind ag-
gressive driving, but if you are plowing into another kart 
too frequently, they will pull you into the penalty box. 
Trust me, making up a lap after being black flagged is not 
an easy task.  

 
On the 16th, we’ll meet at Allsports around noon. The 

CTR has already posted the deposit. The cost per driver is 
$85. The first eight members to arrive will reimburse the 
club treasury. Bring cash or a check make payable to CTR. 
Later arrivals will just settle with the Allsports cashier. To 
make sure we have everyone on hand before setting off in 
the karts, contact Charlie so we know who and how many 
to expect. 

 
The contact information you’ll need is 

www.allsportsgp.com for more information and directions. 
Their phone number is 571-434-9566. They’re located at 
45915 Maries Rd. in Dulles VA. If you need to contact me, 
my phone number is 703-878-1337, or charliebrown-
photo@comcast.net. 

 
Usually, after our ‘seat time,’ we head to a local Uno’s 

restaurant for a bit of lunch. 

Racing Slicks and Helmets: 
It Must Be Karting Time Again 

February 16 
 

Charlie Brown 

Rob Reynolds, at last year’s karting event, lines up for a right-
hander  

CTR Winter Dinner 
February 23 

Join us for some mid-winter socializing!  The CTR Win-
ter Dinner will be held at the Occuquan Inn and Tavern, 
which was built in 1810 and comes complete with a ghost 
story.  We’ll begin with happy hour at 5:30 PM, then follow 
with a buffet that will include:  beef Burgundy, chicken 
Champagne, garden green salad with ranch or Italian Dress-
ing, fresh vegetable medley, roasted red potatoes or wild 
rice, rolls and butter, and chocolate mousse.  Cost is $20 
including tax and tip.  (Please bring cash to help settle the 
bill smoothly.)  Drinks are extra at the bar or from the 
waiter. 

 
Contact Rich Townsend at 540-788-4588 or retown-

sendjr@comcast.net by February 18th to make reservations. 
  
As for directions.  From I-95 South:  Take Exit 160 to 

merge onto Gordon Boulevard, Virginia Route 123 North 
toward Occaquan/Lake Ridge.  Turn right at Riverview 
Lane, then left at Poplar Lane, then continue on Mill Street 
to number 301 – look for the burgundy awning.  There is 
parking behind the restaurant.  Occoquan Inn, 301 Mill 
Street, Occoquan, VA  22125, www.occoquaninn.com or 
703-491-1888. 



EVENTS 
 
All listings including  “*CTR*” are events for which  club 
participation points will be awarded. 
 
Feb 2 - Carburetor Tech Session, Alexandria, VA, Lionel 
Mitchell, *CTR* 
Feb 12 - ESB 2008 Event Planning Meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Feb 16 - Karting, Sterling, VA, Charlie Brown *CTR* 
Feb 19 - BOG Planning Meeting, Tom Burke 
Feb 23 - Winter Dinner, Occoquan, VA, Rich Townsend 
*CTR* 
Mar 12 - BOG Planning Meeting, Tom Burke 
Mar 15 - Joint CTR/RTR/TTR visit to the USMC Museum, 
Quantico, VA, Lionel Mitchell *CTR* 
Mar 18 - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s Restaurant, 
Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Apr 5 - Collingwood Cleanup, Alexandria, VA, Tom Burke 
*CTR* 
Apr 19 - George Washington Parkway Run, Paul Scuderi 
*CTR* 
Apr 20 - 9th Annual British and European Car Show at the 
Williamsburg Winery, Williamsburg, VA  www.wmbgbrit.com 
Apr 23 - BOG Stuffing Party, Tom Burke 
Apr 27 - 11th annual Britain on the Green (BOG), Collingwood 
Library, Alexandria, VA *CTR* 
May 2-4 - Northeast Rally Club Spring Rally, NJ, Bill 
Goodwin 
May 10 - Springtime in the Smokies for British cars and 
motorcycles.  club.hemmings.com/blountbc/index.html 
May 13 - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s Restaurant, 
Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
May 16-18 - Carlisle Import, Kit and Replica Show.  Carlisle 
PA 
May 18 - BOG TGIO, Tom Burke 
May 31 - The Brits are Back at Hope Lodge, Ft. Washington, 
PA, Steve Klein (610) 825-2617 or klassiccar@aol.com 
May 31-Jun 8 - “Drive Your British Car” Week, 
www.britishcarweek.org 
Jun 1 - British Car Day, Adamstown, MD, 
www.chesapeakechaptermgtclub.com *CTR* 
Jun 7  - Brits on the Bay, Virginia Beach, VA,  
www.tidewatertriumphs.org 
Jun 15 - Sully Antique Car Show, Chantilly, VA 
Jun 19-21 - TRF Summer Party, Armagh, PA 
Jul 15 - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s Restaurant, 
Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Jul 19 - Lucas Tour, Paul Edelstein *CTR* 
Aug 4-8 - North American Triumph Challenge (VTR National 
Convention), Ypsilanti, MI, www.natc2008.com *CTR* 

Joint CTR/RTR/TTR Event 
Marine Corp Museum Visit 

Lionel Mitchell 
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Don’t miss the 
first-ever joint event 
with the Richmond 
Triumph Register 
and the Tidewater 
Triumph Register on 
March 15. We will 
visit the Marine Corp 
Museum at the Quan-
tico Marine Base lo-
cated near Triangle, 
Virginia, just off of I-
95.  You can find di-
rections and plenty 
more about the mu-
seum on their web 
site http://www.usmcmuseum.org .  

 
The museum is brand-new and has a dramatic 

shape reminiscent of the Iwo Jima statue in Arlington. 
The museum’s director is Lin Ezell, who also was the 
first director of the Udvar-Hazy Air and Space Mu-
seum, which we expect to visit as a group later this 
year.  So, don’t miss this event and be sure to stay 
tuned for news of the upcoming event to the Air and 
Space Museum.  Thanks to Steve and Ho Yong 
Oertwig for scouting out the museum and restaurants 
in the vicinity and to Gary Kinney of RTR for coordi-
nating with RTR and TTR on this event. 

 
We will plan to meet in the parking lot at the mu-

seum at 9:15-9:30. Parking is free and so is museum 
admission. 

 
Here are the particulars of the event: 

Marine Corp Museum Visit: 3-4 hours 
Date: March 15, 2008 
Arrival Time: 9:30 
Location: Quantico, VA (I-95) 
Lunch: Filly’s Restaurant after museum visit 
CTR Contact: Lionel Mitchell (cell: 703-217-
1485; email: haymarket4@verizon.net) 



Membership Renewal / Application 
For renewals with unchanged status, return your mailing label. 

 
Name   ____________________________    
 
Address____________________________ 
 
             ____________________________ 
 
             ____________________________ 
 
 
Phone   ____________________________ 
 
E-mail   ____________________________ 
 
TRIUMPH’s owned__________________ 
 
              ____________________________ 
 
Newsletter Preference:  Electronic _______   
 
                                       Paper        _______ 

 
Annual Dues - $25.00, or 

2 years for $45.00  SAVE $5.00!!! 
 

Checks Payable to C.T.R. 
Please complete this form and return to: 

 
Matt Schipani 

44333 Silkworth Terrace 
Ashburn, VA 20147 

CLUB OFFICERS 
President Paul Scuderi (240) 876-7222  
 Damascus  tr6_guy@hotmail.com   
Vice President  Lionel Mitchell (703) 754-7362 
 Haymarket  haymarket4@verizon.net 
Secretary John Buescher (703) 522-6571 
 Arlington  John.Buescher@hqda.army.mil 
Treasurer Rich Smalling (703) 430-0920 
 Sterling  RJSmalling@aol.com  
Events Directors Rich Townsend (540) 788-4588 
 Catlett  retownsendjr@comcast.net 
  Bill Goodwin  (301) 870-8594  
 Bryantown  redrag@radix.net 
Club Liaison Bruce Hislop (410) 721-9411 
 Crofton  BMHislop@hotmail.com  
Membership Matt Schipani (703) 724-1573 
 Ashburn  matt@ashburnsoftware.com    
Members-at-Large Paul Edelstein (703) 914-0507      
 Annandale  pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com 
            RJ Fortwengler (703) 243-6426  
  Arlington   fortwenr@nasdaq.com 
  Karl Johnson        (703) 978-4968  
 Fairfax  ktjark@aol.com 
  Joe Cannon (703) 280-4104 
 Fairfax   jpc8904@yahoo.com  
BOG Coordinator Tom Burke (703) 354-1361 
 Annandale  tburke4@aol.com 
  Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337 
 Dale City  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 

 
CTR website  

www.capitaltriumphregister.com 

THE STANDARD 
Published by the Capital Triumph Register 

Editor,  Art Fournier   
4729 Willows Road, Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732-4221 

Phone  - (410) 535-0690 
E-mail  -  artfournier@comcast.net 

 

The Standard welcomes any submitted material for publication; 
however, neither its editor nor the CTR accept responsibility for 
accuracy of article content or any damage or injury resulting from 
suggested modifications.  Articles may be submitted in writing, by 
mail, fax, or e-mail.  Photos are also very welcome.  If any material 
must be returned,  please include self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

Advisors 
  

TR2 & 3 Tom Delaney (301) 898-1887 
  redcarnut@comcast.net 
TR4 Keith Dunklee  (703) 521-2245   
  dunklee61@msn.com  
TR250 & 6 Arleigh Cottrell  (301) 627-6637 
  RaceNutz@aol.com   
 Joe Cannon  (703) 280-4104 
  jpc8904@yahoo.com 
TR7 & 8 Paul Edelstein  (703) 914-0507 
  pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com  
GT6             George Earwaker (703) 204-1104 
Herald Bill Goodwin (301) 870-8594  
  redrag@radix.net    
Spitfire Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337 
  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 
Stag Glenn Minucci  (301) 862-5433 
  gminucci@paxr.veridian.com  
Autocross Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337  
  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 
Racing           Ira Schoen (703) 698-1691 
  pterodactyl711@aol.com 
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CLASSIFIED 
 

CTR assumes no responsibility for quality 
or condition of merchandise listed herein.  
All transactions resulting from listings are 
strictly between buyer and seller. 
 
NOTE: Ads for CTR members shall run on 
a space available basis for 3 issues.   To 
rerun, please resubmit your ad at end of  
period.   Other ads are space available only. 
 
For Sale:  Spitfire 1500 bonnet and 
boot. $300.  Bonnet primed and ready 
for paint. Brian 703-730-6617 or 
lazydog2@msn.com 
 
For Sale:  5 48-spoke 4J-15 painted 
wire wheels, 4 adaptors, knock-offs, 
hardware and inner tubes. $50.00 Rich 
Wilkins, 540-349-4065 or 
rawpiano@aol.co 
 
For Sale:  TR6 engine for rebuild 
purpose.  Cylinder head $125.  Engine 
block $275.   Buy both for $350.  Call 
or e-mail René Burcksen at (301) 526-
2524 or rburcksen@aol.com 

Photo Credits 
 
 

Pages 1, 3 and 4  - 
Art Fournier 

Pages 2 and 6 - 
Lionel Mitchell 
Page 4 (Top) -  

Joe Scuderi 
Page 5 -  

Charlie Brown 

The Capital Triumph Register
is a chapter of
The Vintage Triumph Register,
6-Pack, and
The Triumph Register of America

THE STANDARD 4729 Willows Road
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732-4221

TRIUMPH TRIVIA:  What was Triumph’s first 
vehicle and when was it made? 

The first Triumphs were bicycles built in 1887 by 
the Triumph Cycle Company  Triumph automo-
biles wouldn’t come along until 1923. 

Deadline for  
the next issue of  
The Standard: 

February 15th! 

Oops! 
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CTR members and friends gathered at Charlie Brown’s studio in Alexandria for a carburetor tech session 
on Saturday, February 2nd. 

 
Seated left to right are Mike Grone, Stephen Prior, John Buescher, Bruce Hislop, Rich Townsend, Earl Hill 

and Charlie Brown. 
 

Standing left to right are Bill Wemhoff, Brian Murray, Gary Kinney of the Richmond Triumph Register, 
Art Fournier, Paul Scuderi, Paul Edelstein, Bill Goodwin, RJ Fortwengler, Tom Burke, Ed McCormick 

and Todd McCormick. 
 

For more on the tech session, see page 3. 
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CTR Happenings 
2008 Events Planning Meeting 
 

The calendar on page 10 lists many events for early 2008.  
To flesh out the calendar more, CTR’s Executive Steering 
Board (ESB) is holding a special meeting on February 19th at 
Bentley’s in Falls Church.  (We were weathered out on Febru-
ary 12th.)  If you have an idea for an event, please attend or pass 
on your thoughts to one of the ESB members. 

 
Collingwood Cleanup - April 5th 
 

Each year CTR members help the members of the Colling-
wood Foundation get the grounds ready for spring.  (And our 
BOG show is one of their early spring events.)  This usually 
entails picking up fallen limbs and trimming growth.  In turn, 
we’re treated to a home cooked lunch (typically steak).  If you 
have the time, please consider spending a few hours at Colling-
wood on Saturday morning, April 5th. 

 
E-Mail Event Notification 
 

  Please make sure we have your up-to-date e-mail address 
so that you don’t miss out on news of CTR events!  And please 
don’t forget to give us your new mailing addresses and phone 
numbers when they change. 

From the Prez: 
 

As Incoming 
President of CTR 

February 2008 

As incoming President of CTR, I have my work cut out for 
me.  Our outgoing Prez, Paul Edelstein, has left some pretty big 
shoes to fill.  Paul has taken Capital Triumph Register to new 
heights during his tenure.  His dedication, enthusiasm for the 
Club and marques, and attention to detail have made our Club 
stronger, Britain on the Green stronger, and he leaves the Presi-
dent’s position with respect and gratitude from all our mem-
bers.  Thank you, Pablo.  I’d also like to thank RJ Fortwengler 
for his time in the Vice President’s position.  He and Paul made 
a fantastic team leading our Club. 

 

I am excited about the opportunity to fill the posi-
tion of President, and do so not only with enthusiasm, 
but with a full understanding of what the job entails, 
having served as President for four years many moons 
ago.  I’d like to thank Lionel Mitchell for stepping up 
to the VP spot.  It gives me great confidence knowing 
he’ll represent CTR in that official position.  I’d also 
like to thank the other members of our ESB for their 
behind the scenes efforts in making our Club run 
smoothly. 

 
 Britain on the Green is now an integral part of our 

Club, and I look forward to working with Tom Burke, 
Charlie Brown, and all the others who make BOG so 
successful.  Keep your eye on the Club Calendar - from 
BOG and our traditions such as the CFC, T4, Winter 
Dinner, Banquets, etc., I’d like to expand our event op-
portunities to include items such as a monthly warm 
weather “Knock the Dust Off” Saturday morning run; 
more cool and warm weather Tech Sessions; treks to 
the area Drag Races, a Junk Yard Dog run, etc.  I’d also 
like to see the Club to take advantage of  the fine tourist 
sites in the DC area with visits to places like the Air 
and Space Museum, Mount Vernon, Monticello, etc.  
There has been a recent interest by some Club members 
in Civil War history, and trips to these hallowed 
grounds could make for fine and interesting weekend 
events.   

 
  The Capital Triumph Register is blessed with an 

amazing group of talented, diverse individuals, brought 
together by a common interest in the Triumph Motor-
car.  Though the Triumph is the catalyst to our Club, 
it’s the friendship and camaraderie that makes CTR 
such a great Club to belong to.  I thank you for the op-
portunity to serve as President, and I look forward to 
seeing you at upcoming events. 

 
 Faith and Hope, 
 
 Paul 
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Carbs, Carbs and 
Carbs 
Bruce Hislop 

It all started with a simple e-mail.  One of our members 
had a question about why the carburetors on his wedge had 
a very slow leak at the bottom and posed it to other wedge 
owners in the club.  As the responses poured in and the dis-
cussion progressed, another member suggested that there 
was enough information and interest to have some sort of 
technical session about Triumph carburetors.  That’s how it 
started.  It ended up, however, as an impromptu – but well 
attended – CTR event.  Attendees, listed in the picture cap-
tions, included CTR members, non-members, and one 
member of the Richmond Triumph Register who made the 
trip in his TR6. 

 
The session was dubbed, 

“Carbs, Carbs and Carbs.”  We 
had carbohydrates (solid and liq-
uid) and carburetors.  And boy 
did we.  Charlie Brown offered 
his studio as a staging area.  Ta-
bles were brought in and stations 
were set up by carburetor type.  
One station was for coffee and 
doughnuts – the first carb of the 
day.  Mechanically, Stromberg 
175CD, Weber and even Solex 
carburetors were represented.  
The topics discussed ranged from 
how they work to the best 
method to polish the things. 

 
For the second carb of the 

day, Paul Edelstein took mem-
bers on a thorough tour of the 
175s, and I mean thorough.  He 
adeptly explained to a rapt audi-
ence all of the nuances of these 
devices and how different they 
actually are from year to year and 
model to model – even though 
they are all the “same” Stromberg 
175CDs.  Carburetors are quite straight forward:  they mix 
gasoline and air in a ratio appropriate for combustion in the 
engine.  What makes them challenging are the ancillary bits 
that compensate for cold starts, warming engines, super-hot 
air in the engine compartment and high demand with in-
creased engine rpms. 

As an example, one difference is how the automatic 
choke worked on the different Stromberg models.  Early 
versions had a bit of wax that held a pin fast until the en-
gine warmed up, melted the wax and allowed the pin to 
retract back into the carburetor body.  Later versions had 
the more popular disk-with-holes setup, and still later ver-
sions had a water choke. 

 
As is expected, members chimed in with additional in-

formation, often based on specific experiences and lessons 
learned the hard way. (The phrase of the day was, “Ask me 
how I know.”) 

 
As a result of Paul’s discussion, many members are at 

least more comfortable with how their 175s work (or don’t) 
and might not have as much trepidation with rebuilding 
them. 

       The discussions were so in-depth, 
there wasn’t much time left for formal 
presentations of the other carburetor 
types.  We did, however, learn that 
much of the compensation devices on 
Stromberg carburetors do not exist on 
Webers.  They aren’t necessary.   
(Apparently, Zeus presented the gen-
teel mortals with Webers, while the 
philistines poked each other like the 
Three Stooges and played with 
Strombergs.) 
 
       We finished the day with pizza 
and various drinks – the final carbs 
for the day. 
 
       From this session more ideas 
were generated.  It was mentioned 
that perhaps the organizers were a bit 
too ambitious with putting multiple 
carburetor types in one afternoon, and 
future mini-technical sessions could 
be held focusing on a specific carbu-
retor type (one session for Webers, 
one for SUs, etc.).  It was also dis-
cussed that having the opportunity to 
look over a completely disassembled 
carburetor, and possibly reassembling 

one under the guidance of someone who knows what he’s 
doing would be helpful.  If any member is planning on re-
building carburetors soon, why not announce it to the club 
and host an event?  Members will come watch, ask ques-
tions, and even “help.”  Even if your carbs don’t get fixed, 
the other type of carbs will certainly get eaten. 

Paul Edelstein gets into the details of a 
Stromberg CD 175.  (Note the NY Giants cap 

the day before the Super Bowl!) 
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My First LBC 
Stephen Prior 

My first experience with an LBC was a 1959 TR3 
that my Dad took over from a friend who was getting 
transferred to Japan.  This will be a common theme be-
cause my Dad is retired Navy as am I.  We lived in 
Kingsville, Texas and my Dad drove this TR3 too work 
365 days a year.  He had the “erector set” top but pre-
ferred a tonneau cover and ball cap for the winter months.  
I was 17 and interested in driving anything but my ‘63 
Chevy Bel Air, a true land yacht.  So he would let me 
drive it on weekends.  I was hooked. 

 
I then joined the Navy, Submarine Service, and was 

stationed in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.  For two years I tried 
motorcycles, but they were always getting stolen.  After 
saving enough money by riding a bicycle (and getting hit 
by a car), I bought my 1st BLC.  A 1974 MG Midget.  
Rubber bumpers and all this was heaven in the making.  I 
would drive around the island of Hawaii just ‘cuz.  My 
most significant memory was the time I pulled out of a 
drive-in-move (anyone remember those?) with the top up 
and my current girlfriend aboard and the ignition caught 
fire.  Smoke pouring out of the dash and I’m in the mid-
dle of the street.   I used the starter motor to pull us to the 
side of the road and called my friend to come and tow us.  
The laughter from the gate guards as a VW Bug towed a 
MG Midget on base was priceless, though embarrassing 
for me.  I “ borrowed“ some heavy gauge (14 I think) 
wire and by-passed the ignition switch (true British engi-
neering).   My life with her after that was pure joy! 

 
Then my submarine was moved from Hawaii to Ban-

gor, Washington.  As I was scheduled to be transferred to 
San Diego, I had the car shipped to Long Beach, Califor-
nia.  When my tour was completed (6 months later) and I 
moved to San Diego and caught a bus from San Diego to 
Long Beach with tool bag and a can of WD-40 in hand.  
Got there and needed nothing to start “my baby” up and 
leave.  Half way down I-5 the throttle got stuck open as I 
was driving up a rise in the road!  A screaming 1500cc is 
pretty exciting up to a point.  Luckily all I had to do was 
pull my jury rig ignition wire to kill it.  A little of  the 
ole’  WD-40 solved the throttle problem and I resumed 
my trip.  My year in San Diego taught the most important 
lesson about LBCs.  It’s cheaper to leave the top down 
and radio very accessible.  The cost of a slashed top is 
high when you are young and poor. 

 

Then I met the girl of my dreams, who did not have a 
driver’s license, and I was transferred to Norfolk, Virginia 
for my next submarine.  This meant my baby had to go as 
I could not afford a vehicle (E-5 rate for those military 
types) big enough to tow the MG. 

Joint CTR/RTR/TTR Event 
Marine Corp Museum Visit 

Saturday, March 15th 
Lionel Mitchell 

Don’t miss the 
first-ever joint 
event with the 
Richmond Triumph 
Register and the 
Tidewater Triumph 
Register on March 
15. We will visit 
the Marine Corp 
Museum at the 
Quantico Marine 
Base located near 
Triangle, Virginia, 
just off of I-95.  
You can find direc-
tions and plenty more about the museum on their web site 
http://www.usmcmuseum.org .  

 
The museum is brand-new and has a dramatic shape 

reminiscent of the Iwo Jima statue in Arlington. The mu-
seum’s director is Lin Ezell, who also was the first director 
of the Udvar-Hazy Air and Space Museum, which we ex-
pect to visit as a group later this year.  So, don’t miss this 
event and be sure to stay tuned for news of the upcoming 
event to the Air and Space Museum.  Thanks to Steve and 
Ho Yong Oertwig for scouting out the museum and restau-
rants in the vicinity and to Gary Kinney of RTR for coordi-
nating with RTR and TTR on this event. 

 
We will plan to meet in the parking lot at the museum 

at 9:15-9:30. Parking is free and so is museum admission. 
 
Here are the particulars of the event: 

Marine Corp Museum Visit: 3-4 hours 
Date: March 15, 2008 
Arrival Time: 9:30 
Location: Quantico, VA (I-95) 
Lunch: Filly’s Restaurant after museum visit 
CTR Contact: Lionel Mitchell (cell: 703-217-1485; 
email: haymarket4@verizon.net) 
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The Forum: 

MityVac and 

Pulling 
Brakes 

Rich Townsend:  I installed new hoses on the front 
brakes of my Mustang yesterday and, anticipating that I 
would be the lone brake bleeder, bought a device called a 
Mityvac.  The idea with the Mityvac is to suck fluid from 
the reservoir down the lines to the brake bleeder (only one 
person required - no pedal pumping). 
 

I was not impressed.  I never saw a solid stream of 
fluid coming off the bleeder nut into the Mityvac reser-
voir.  It was as if it was sucking air, not just fluid from the 
brake line.  There should have been minimal air anyway 
as I took pains to stem the flow with duct tape when I re-
moved the old hoses, and also kept the reservoir topped 
up during the procedure as not to introduce air at that 
point. 

 
I completed the bleeding, not knowing if it was bled 

sufficiently or not, but the pedal is good.  Has anybody 
else had any experience - good or bad - with the mighty 
Mityvac?  I feel like it might be an ineffective tool (or 
perhaps it was an ineffective mechanic), and that I should 
return it and get my $30 back. 

 
Also, the reason I entered into this repair is the that 

the Mustang pulls left when I apply the brakes, and it 
goes back to center when the brakes are released.  Since 
last summer I had the calipers replaced, the rotors turned, 
and two alignments.  I’ve gone back to the brakes guy, 
and he said it needed an alignment, and of course the 
alignment people say it’s the brakes.  I went back to the 
brakes guy, and he checked the brakes function, and says 
everything is working properly.  Both of them have said 
that it was likely a problem with the hoses.  Well, evi-
dently it was not the hoses.  I’m about to go back for an 
oil change (to the brake guy) at which point I will ask him 
to check it out again. 

 
Anyway, any comment on the Mityvac, or the pulling 

brakes would be appreciated.  BTW, sorry I did not invite 
the club out to this event (Brake Hose Tech Session).  I at 
least could have saved the $30.  I did serve beer and 
donuts, however, after the mess was cleaned up. 
 
Charlie Brown:  I’ve got one of those things.  Used it 

CTR Winter Dinner 
Saturday, February 23rd 

If you haven’t already signed up, here’s a reminder to 
join us for some mid-winter socializing!  The CTR Winter 
Dinner will be held at the Occuquan Inn and Tavern, which 
was built in 1810 and comes complete with a ghost story.  
We’ll begin with happy hour at 5:30 PM, then follow with a 
buffet that will include:  beef Burgundy, chicken Champagne, 
garden green salad with ranch or Italian Dressing, fresh vege-
table medley, roasted red potatoes or wild rice, rolls and but-
ter, and chocolate mousse.  Cost is $20 including tax and tip.  
(Please bring cash to help settle the bill smoothly.)  Drinks 
are extra at the bar or from the waiter. 

 
Contact Rich Townsend at  retownsendjr@comcast.net or 

540-788-4588 by February 18th to make reservations. 
  
As for directions.  From I-95 South:  Take Exit 160 to 

merge onto Gordon Boulevard, Virginia Route 123 North 
toward Occaquan/Lake Ridge.  Turn right at Riverview Lane, 
then left at Poplar Lane, then continue on Mill Street to num-
ber 301 – look for the burgundy awning.  There is parking 
behind the restaurant.  Occoquan Inn, 301 Mill Street, Occo-
quan, VA  22125, www.occoquaninn.com or 703-491-1888. 

many times.  You’ll never see a solid stream because, in addi-
tion to sucking fluid, it also draws air in from the loosened 
threads of the bleeder fitting.  
 

As far as the pulling, have you checked the REAR 
brakes? Pulling is not necessarily from front brakes alone.  
  

Pulling under braking is not an alignment problem. 
Alignment will pull pretty much all the time. This is assum-
ing all front steering components are good. Another sign of 
alignment is uneven tire wear. If the tires have seen more than 
a few thousand miles, you should see uneven wear.  
 
Tom Burke:  I have a Mityvac also.  I have used the Mityvac 
to change oil in a rear diff, flush a brake system with alcohol 
prior to switching to DOT 5. No particular problems (that I 
didn't cause myself).  I don’t think I’ve ever seen a steady 
stream out of the hose, probably for the reasons Charlie noted 
(maybe some petroleum jelly on the threads would help?), but 
it bled all the brakes on the TR8 just fine, and they are notori-
ously hard to bleed. 
 

Maybe one of your master-to-caliper hoses is collapsing? 
That happens with old hoses. 



Triumph 
Toolbox 
Tom Burke 
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Everyone is invited to submit YOUR favorite Tri-
umph tool or technique to this column.  Tell us about a new 
tool or one that you have had for years and how it helps you 
get the job done. 

 

Akro-Bins 
 
I have a A LOT of tools, inherited and accumulated, 

mostly hand tools. In spite of having so many, for many 
years, my struggle was finding them.  They were in boxes, 
in bags, or floating around the house in the aftermath of 
various projects.  

 
Finally, I made a BIG project out of organizing them, 

but, for a number of reasons, I was not about to buy those 
beautiful, roller-bearing-drawer-sliding, powder-coated, 
indestructible, and expensive tool cabinets for auto tools. 
Just not in the budget and they wouldn’t work in the avail-
able space.  What I found instead has worked for me and 
maybe it will help some of you guys as well. 

 
I built a deep workbench and lined the backwall of it 

with Akro-bins.  These are well known as small parts bins 
for nuts and bolts, but they also come in much larger sizes 
that will accommodate hammers, pliers, screwdrivers, files, 
wire brushes, etc. and they are pretty affordable ( especially 

compared to a Craftsman or Snap-on cabinet). I found them 
at The Container Store (Full Disclosure-my wife works 
there) but they are sold widely.  

 
There is a fundamental axiom about storage and organi-

zation, Visibility-Accessibility-and-Versatility. The Akro-
bins do that for me.  I can see the tool I need, quickly reach 
in, grab it, use it, and put it back.  Further, when I don’t put 
it back, and I come back to start another task, the tools 
practically “jump” back into their assigned bins, clearing a 
workspace in no time.  As concerns Versatility, if your 
Plier bin or your File bin gets too crowded, it’s a simple 
matter to move up to the next larger Akro-bin.  They come 
in sizes up to 16-1/2” x 14-3/4” x 7” high, which will acco-
modate all but the largest tools.  Likewise, you can move 
them around to put the tools you use most often easily at 
hand.  Of course, they work for parts and fasteners as well.  
Labeling them is a good idea, as it helps discipline you to 
use the right bin for a certain tool. 

Spending time and money on an organizational system 
for your shop is really worth doing, especially if tools and 
clutter are chasing you out of your shop, costing you extra 
time, or keeping you away from your Triumph.  I can’t tell 
you how much this has reduced my frustration, increased 
my available working space, and how much time it saves 
me. 

http://www.akro-mils.com/ 



Looking back at The Standard: 
 
Volume V, Numbers 1 and 2 
January and February 1993 

Ypsilanti, Michigan 
August 4th-8th 
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Each year, the Vintage Triumph Register holds a Na-
tional Convention in North America.  The Vintage Triumph 
Register National will be held August 4-8, 2008.  It is 
hosted by a Chapter or Zone of the Vintage Triumph Regis-
ter, this year being hosted by the Detroit Triumph Sportscar 
Club.  Although there are many activities at a National, the 
prime events are based around activities with Tri-
umphs.  This year’s event will sponsor an Autocross, TSD 
Rallye, Fun or Gimmick Rallye, Funkana and a Concours 
d’Elegance car show.  Special events include a Triumph 
Spitfire rebuild in 48 hours and a keynote address by au-
thor/columnist B.S (Burt) Levy.   The Event concludes with 
a reception, dinner, and an awards presentation. Average 
attendance of a Vintage Triumph Register National has 
ranged from 200 to 325 cars.   

 
After a 24-year hiatus, the Detroit Triumph Sportscar 

Club will host the 2008 VTR National Convention.  The 
DTSC has decided to resurrect the old moniker for the Vin-
tage Triumph Register National Convention.  The North 
American Triumph Challenge was started by the Illinois 
Sports Owners Association and the Detroit Triumph 
Sportscar Club.  Established in 1976, NATC was an inde-
pendent event from the VTR National Conven-
tion.  NATC attendees were challenged to get the highest 

overall score in four combined events - autocross, concours, 
rallye, and an economy run.  ISOA and DTSC hosted nine of 
the first ten events from 1976 to 1985.  The 
VTR National Convention joined with NATC in 1980. The 
NATC name was dropped in 1993 or 1994 as the VTR Na-
tional Convention was hosted by VTR Chapters that didn’t 
require the name. 

 
The basic registration is only US$95.00. This cost cov-

ers the entry for one car and one driver in all the driving 
events, tech sessions and seminars. Additional Drivers cost 
$15. An additional non-driver is $10.  If you would like to 
bring more than 1 car, the cost is $30 per additional car.   
The cost for dinner and attendance at the awards banquet on 
Friday, August 8, is $35 per person and you have a choice of 
chicken, beef or vegetarian dishes.  Regalia is available for 
purchase. 

 
The NATC 2008 team has been able to secure a block of 

rooms at the host hotel for $99 per night. In order to receive 
the discount rate, you will need to register for the event.  
This year, the Marriott at Eagle Crest will serve as the host 
hotel for the North American Triumph Challenge. The hotel 
is located at 1275 S Huron Street, Ypsilanti, MI 48197.  Yp-
silanti is located just east of the city of Ann Arbor. 

 
For registration and additional information go to:  http://

www.natc2008.com/ 
 
If you’re thinking about attending, let one of the CTR 

board members know.  There has already been some discus-
sion of a caravan of CTR and possibly Richmond Triumph 
Register members traveling together.  From the Washington 
area, the trip is 500 to 550 miles, so it would probably take 
two days each way with an overnight stop midway. 

The January 1993 edition of The Standard began with a 
description of the club’s Holiday Party which was held at 
Dick and Carmen Thigpen’s home in Montgomery County.  
It was followed with an article on events planning for the 
upcoming season.  (Hmm, sort of like we’re doing on Feb-
ruary 19th — nothing ever really changes.)  The featured 
article, however, was an “auto-biography” by the 1966 
TR4A known asd the White Knight as told to Beverly and 
David Daugherty.  The issue also featured a tech tip by 

Keith Dunklee on using the “rule of nines” to adjust valves 
on four cylinder engines. 

 
The February edition described the club’s first winter 

dinner (a tradition we will continue on February 23rd) when 
14 members got together at the Four Seasons Restaurant in 
Alexandria.  Upcoming events included a second winter din-
ner for the Maryland side of the river to be held at the 94th 
Aero Squadron Restaurant in College Pasrk (yup, more tra-
dition).  Alternating Virginia and Maryland locations for the 
club’s winter dinners has continued since.  The club planned 
to participate in the George Washington Birthday Parade in 
Alexandria.  And, for the first of several times, the mystery 
of “CKD” was explained. 
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New  & 
Improved 

Triumph Parts 
Lionel Mitchell 

Here’s yet another Triumph cottage industry web site: 
http://www.rat-co.com.  We’ve previously reviewed the 
major product from this organization – new frames for the 
entire TR series.  What you may not know is that RATCO 
also manufactures and sells other product for our Triumphs.  
Since we previously discussed the frames, this article will 
focus only on the other products from RATCO. 

 
These products are for IRS cars only (TR4A/250/6 ) - 

no straight axles need apply. If want to know about new 
and improved parts for those cars, well, find some and 
write about them. 

 
These new and improved parts focus mostly on suspen-

sion upgrades.  The only non-suspension part, discussed 
first, is a throttle linkage kit for TR250/6 models with dual 
or triple carburetors on stock, Pierce, or Goodparts mani-
folds.  Quoting from the web site: “It eliminates the bell 
crank system used in the stock carburetor setups and re-
places it with a modern, infinitely adjustable, aircraft qual-
ity, push pull cable system.” The aircraft cable attaches to 
the stock lever held in-place by a bracket, which attaches 
near the passenger side foot well just to the outside of the 
battery, and a small bracket at the carburetors.  This kit 
does not replace the transverse cylindrical bar that rides in 
the bearings (which we all know and love) that fit into the 
body.  Installation takes about one hour, according to the 
web site, and requires drilling a few holes to mount the 
lever bracket.  The parts are powder coated and the hard-
ware is nickel plated.  The price is $89.95. 

 
Moving on to the suspension components, RATCO 

makes telescopic shock conversion brackets, coil-over 
shock conversions, and front and rear anti-sway bars for the 
IRS cars.   

 
The telescopic shock conversion kit comes in three fla-

vors: brackets only ($100), brackets + Monroe Shocks 
($200), and brackets + Koni Shocks ($360).  The brackets 
attach to the frame where the lever shocks attach.  The 
shock attaches to the bracket tower and to the hole in the 
trailing arm where the stock shock link normally fits.  This 
is easily a one hour job for even a novice.  Just be careful 
about jacking up the car, supporting it with a jack stand, 
and relieving the tension on the spring.  There is no discus-
sion about how the conversion works with wider tires and/
or wheels.  In the past, I’ve heard of interference problems 
in this area.  So, caveat emptor. By the way, TRF, Moss, 

and Vickie Brit sell 
this kind of conver-
sion kit.  I’ll let you 
look up the prices 
and compare. 

 
The rear coil-over shock conversion and the sway bars 

are products like those seen in TRF’s glove box catalog for 
the TR6 made by Revington TR in England.  The RATCO 
coil-over kit uses the existing springs.  The kit includes a pair 
of Monroe shocks and the top and bottom brackets and hard-
ware for holding the shocks within the springs.  The bottom 
of the shock fits into a bracket that fastens at the hole in the 
trailing arm where the spring rests. This requires drilling four 
holes in the trailing arm.  The top of the shock fits through 
the hole in the wing of the frame where the top of the spring 
rests using circular plates and rubber bushings.  A bit of sur-
gery on the inner fender well is required for clearance of the 
top stud and nut of the shock.  A significant caveat on install-
ing this kit is the stress that it will place on the spring tower 
and wing portions of the frame.  Ideally, the wings should 
have gussets welded on both sides as supports under these 
wings.  You should also make sure that there is no rust in this 
area.  This kit also requires the full height of stock springs.  
Shorten springs will not allow enough travel for the tele-
scopic shocks.  The price of the coil-over kit is $200.  The 
TRF listing is priced at $670 for the coil-over, but includes 
the springs as well as the shocks.   

 
The rear anti-sway bar works in conjunction with the 

coil-over kit in that the links on the ends of the bar fit into the 
holes when the lever shock links were previously located.  
The bar itself fits along the back of the differential bridge of 
the frame and fastens to the spring tower portion of the fame 
on each side using brackets and two-piece polyurethane bush-
ings. Two holes per side must be drilled in the tower mem-
bers for this mounting.  The same caveat about the condition 
of this area of the frame mentioned above for the coil-over kit 
applies here also.  The front anti-sway bar is matched in 
terms of off-setting the rear bar to provide neutral steering.  
Both bars are ¾” chrome-moly steel and are powder coated.  
The front bar is $160; the rear bar is $190.  TRF prices for the 
front and rear anti-sway bars are $660 each.  The bars TRF 
sells are 7/8” for the front bar and 5/8” for the rear.  There 
may be other differences, but they are apparent form the de-
scriptions. 

 
So there it is, another cottage industry supporting the Tri-

umph community. If you use these parts on your Triumph, 
you have to decide whether the improvements are warranted 
given the modifications required. 



Join us April 27th at Collingwood Library for  
the 11th Annual 

 

Britain on the Green 
 

Contact Tom Burke at 
(703) 354-1361 or tburke4@aol.com 

Or Charlie Brown at 
(703) 878-1337 or charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 

to find out how you can help with the 
 

Capital Triumph RegisterÊs 
 

largest event! 
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CLASSIFIED 
 

CTR assumes no responsibility for quality or condition of 
merchandise listed herein.  All transactions resulting from listings 
are strictly between buyer and seller. 
 
NOTE: Ads for CTR members shall run on a space available basis 
for 3 issues.   To rerun, please resubmit your ad at end of  period.   
Other ads are space available only. 
 
For Sale:  Spitfire 1500 bonnet and boot. $300.  Bonnet 
primed and ready for paint. Brian 703-730-6617 or 
lazydog2@msn.com 
 
For Sale:  5 48-spoke 4J-15 painted wire wheels, 4 
adaptors, knock-offs, hardware and inner tubes. $50.00 
Rich Wilkins, 540-349-4065 or rawpiano@aol.com 
 
For Sale:  TR6 engine for rebuild purpose.  Cylinder head 
$125.  Engine block $275.   Buy both for $350.  Call or e-
mail René Burcksen at (301) 526-2524 or 
rburcksen@aol.com 

Items for Sale: 
 
1973 Triumph GT6 Mk III $1,500.  Steel wheel car, 
2000cc 6cyl, 4 speed, good rubber mounted on TR7 
wheels.  Relatively complete including drivetrain; some 
minor underhood and interior parts missing. Very limited 
rust.  Ran when stored.  Excellent winter restoration pro-
ject. 
  
1973 Triumph GT6 Mk III Body Tub $800.  Triumph 
GT6 late model body tub, relatively complete (minus 
hood). Tub was taken off frame and stored.  Minor easily 
fixable body ding, little or no rust.  Great buy if you are 
restoring a GT-6 or want to turn your Mark III or 1500 
Spitfire into a Hard Top car (bolts up).  
 
Triumph GT6, Spitfire, and TR7 Wheels $250/set of 5.  
Five (5) 5 ½” X 13” wheels with 3 ¼  inch backspace, slot-
ted aluminum.  Add that classic 60s-70s look to your Brit-
ish Sports Car.  Sold as a set only.   
 
Triumph GT6 Motor $7500.  Roller rockers, Tubular 
Push rods, balanced/blue-printed, dual row timing chain, 
+.040 flat top forged pistons,  lightened balanced rods, 
ARP Hardware throughout, lightened balanced flywheel/
clutch assembly plus much, much more….race-ready or 
Auto-X engine.  
 
Call Bob (301) 241-4911 or (301) 524-5989 (cell).  Addi-
tional info and pix scorpionracing@yahoo.com 

More Items for Sale: 
 
Triumph TR6 Transmission (Reconditioned) $1,500. 
TR6 tranny completely rebuilt for project car that was never 
finished. Trans is perfect!  Annular (Hydraulic T/O bearing) 
also available at additional expense. 
 
Yard Sale:  We discovered two or three sets (left and right) 
of Triumph GT6 swing axle assemblies on a shelf in the 
back room of the race shop.  All are “take-off” parts in good 
or rebuildable shape.  These parts give you Spitfire Race/
Auto-X/Street guys a bigger brake/bigger lower control arm 
option. $150 per side.  
 
TR7 Headers $100 each.  Two (2) available.  Brand new. 
 
Really Cool Tow Vehicle or Recreational Use Vehicle! 
$15,000.  1994 Ford E350 Diesel Dually 4X4 Ambulance!  
7.3 Litre Diesel, Factory 4X4, A/T, P/S, P/B, 104K original 
miles, F and Rear A/C (super cold!), 10K custom hitch, new 
brake controller, 8 pin trailer connector, stainless steel rear 
step bumper, 12V/110V service, amazing amount of water-
proof lockable exterior storage, more interior storage than 
you could imagine!  Exterior lighting makes for easy park-
ing at night, new front and rear brakes, recent full service 
engine/chassis. Refrigerator and microwave included.  Nice 
interior!  Sleeps two on a queen size removable platform 
bed. Lights/siren/PA/CD all work, and are great fun for 
camping! 
 
Snap-On KRA-4100 Series Collector’s Item...Near Per-
fect Condition parts stored in tool box but never used in 
shop for tools. New $3500...$2500.00  
 
Call Bob (301) 241-4911 or (301) 524-5989 (cell).  Addi-
tional info and pix scorpionracing@yahoo.com 



EVENTS 
 
All listings including  “*CTR*” are events for which  club 
participation points will be awarded. 
 
Feb 2 - Carburetor Tech Session, Alexandria, VA, Lionel 
Mitchell, *CTR* 
Feb 16 - Karting, Sterling, VA, Charlie Brown *CTR* 
Feb 19 - ESB 2008 Event Planning Meeting and BOG 
Planning Meeting, Bentley’s Restaurant, Route 50, Falls 
Church, VA, Paul Scuderi and Tom Burke 
Feb 23 - Winter Dinner, Occoquan, VA, Rich Townsend 
*CTR* 
Mar 12 - BOG Planning Meeting, Tom Burke 
Mar 15 - Joint CTR/RTR/TTR visit to the USMC 
Museum, Quantico, VA, Lionel Mitchell *CTR* 
Mar 18 - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Apr 5 - Collingwood Cleanup, Alexandria, VA, Tom 
Burke *CTR* 
Apr 19 - George Washington Parkway Run, Paul Scuderi 
*CTR* 
Apr 20 - 9th Annual British and European Car Show at the 
Williamsburg Winery, Williamsburg, VA  
www.wmbgbrit.com 
Apr 23 - BOG Stuffing Party, Tom Burke 
Apr 27 - 11th annual Britain on the Green (BOG), 
Collingwood Library, Alexandria, VA *CTR* 
May 2-4 - Northeast Rally Club Spring Rally, NJ, Bill 
Goodwin 
May 3 - British Car Show, Lewes, DE 
May 10 - Springtime in the Smokies for British cars and 
motorcycles.  club.hemmings.com/blountbc/index.html 
May 13 - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
May 16-18 - Carlisle Import, Kit and Replica Show.  
Carlisle PA 
May 18 - BOG TGIO, Tom Burke 
May 31 - The Brits are Back at Hope Lodge, Ft. 
Washington, PA, Steve Klein (610) 825-2617 or 
klassiccar@aol.com 
May 31-Jun 8 - “Drive Your British Car” Week, 
www.britishcarweek.org 
Jun TBD - Take Your Triumph Out to the Ball Game, 
Bowie, MD, Bruce Hislop *CTR* 
Jun 1 - British Car Day, Adamstown, MD, 
www.chesapeakechaptermgtclub.com *CTR* 
Jun 7  - Brits on the Bay, Virginia Beach, VA,  
www.tidewatertriumphs.org 
Jun 15 - Sully Antique Car Show, Chantilly, VA 
Jun 19-21 - TRF Summer Party, Armagh, PA *CTR* 
Jul TBD - Damascus Days car show, Damascus, MD, Paul 
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Personal Triumphs: 
Brian Murray’s  
1975 Spitfire 1500 

Scuderi 
Jul 15 - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Jul 19 - Lucas Tour, Paul Edelstein *CTR* 
Jul 26 - Car, Truck and Motorcycle Show, Manassas Park 
High School, VA, Rich Townsend 
Aug 4-8 - North American Triumph Challenge (VTR 
National Convention), Ypsilanti, MI, www.natc2008.com 
*CTR* 
Aug 24 - Cruisin’ for Crustaceans, Art Fournier *CTR* 
Sep 14 - Virginia Scottish Games British Car Show, Sky 
Meadow, Delaplane, VA 
Sep 16  - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Sep 21 - Meeting of the Marques, Boiling Springs, PA 
Sep 27 - MGs on the Rocks, Belair, MD 
Oct 3-5 - American British Reliability Run 
Oct 12 - Hunt Country Classic followed by CTR Picnic, 
Lionel Mitchell *CTR* 
Oct 18 - Brits by the Bay, Triumphs Around the 
Chesapeake (TRAC), Pasadena, MD, www.tracltd.org 
Oct 24-26 - Northeast Rally Club Fall Rally, DE 
Nov 1 - T4, VA location *CTR* 
Nov 18 - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Dec 7 - Holiday Party, MD location *CTR* 

Brian Murray provided this photo of the Spitfire he is 
currently  rebuilding.  The car is very freshly painted in 
Porsche Alpine white with dark blue stripes.  Can’t wait to 
see the car when it’s reassembled and back on the road! 



Membership Renewal / Application 
For renewals with unchanged status, return your mailing label. 

 
Name   ____________________________    
 
Address____________________________ 
 
             ____________________________ 
 
             ____________________________ 
 
 
Phone   ____________________________ 
 
E-mail   ____________________________ 
 
TRIUMPH’s owned__________________ 
 
              ____________________________ 
 
Newsletter Preference:  Electronic _______   
 
                                       Paper        _______ 

 
Annual Dues - $25.00, or 

2 years for $45.00  SAVE $5.00!!! 
 

Checks Payable to C.T.R. 
Please complete this form and return to: 

 
Matt Schipani 

44333 Silkworth Terrace 
Ashburn, VA 20147 

CLUB OFFICERS 
President Paul Scuderi (240) 876-7222  
 Damascus  tr6_guy@hotmail.com   
Vice President  Lionel Mitchell (703) 754-7362 
 Haymarket  haymarket4@verizon.net 
Secretary John Buescher (703) 522-6571 
 Arlington  John.Buescher@hqda.army.mil 
Treasurer Rich Smalling (703) 430-0920 
 Sterling  RJSmalling@aol.com  
Events Directors Rich Townsend (540) 788-4588 
 Catlett  retownsendjr@comcast.net 
  Bill Goodwin  (301) 870-8594  
 Bryantown  redrag@radix.net 
Club Liaison Bruce Hislop (410) 721-9411 
 Crofton  BMHislop@hotmail.com  
Membership Matt Schipani (703) 724-1573 
 Ashburn  matt@ashburnsoftware.com    
Members-at-Large Paul Edelstein (703) 914-0507      
 Annandale  pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com 
            RJ Fortwengler (703) 243-6426  
  Arlington   fortwenr@nasdaq.com 
  Karl Johnson        (703) 978-4968  
 Fairfax  ktjark@aol.com 
  Joe Cannon (703) 280-4104 
 Fairfax   jpc8904@yahoo.com  
BOG Coordinator Tom Burke (703) 354-1361 
 Annandale  tburke4@aol.com 
  Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337 
 Dale City  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 

 
CTR website  

www.capitaltriumphregister.com 

THE STANDARD 
Published by the Capital Triumph Register 

Editor,  Art Fournier   
4729 Willows Road, Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732-4221 

Phone  - (410) 535-0690 
E-mail  -  artfournier@comcast.net 

 

The Standard welcomes any submitted material for publication; 
however, neither its editor nor the CTR accept responsibility for 
accuracy of article content or any damage or injury resulting from 
suggested modifications.  Articles may be submitted in writing, by 
mail, fax, or e-mail.  Photos are also very welcome.  If any material 
must be returned,  please include self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

Advisors 
  

TR2 & 3 Tom Delaney (301) 898-1887 
  redcarnut@comcast.net 
TR4 Keith Dunklee  (703) 521-2245   
  dunklee61@msn.com  
TR250 & 6 Arleigh Cottrell  (301) 627-6637 
  RaceNutz@aol.com   
 Joe Cannon  (703) 280-4104 
  jpc8904@yahoo.com 
TR7 & 8 Paul Edelstein  (703) 914-0507 
  pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com  
GT6             George Earwaker (703) 204-1104 
Herald Bill Goodwin (301) 870-8594  
  redrag@radix.net    
Spitfire Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337 
  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 
Stag Glenn Minucci  (301) 862-5433 
  gminucci@paxr.veridian.com  
Autocross Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337  
  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 
Racing           Ira Schoen (703) 698-1691 
  pterodactyl711@aol.com 
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The Capital Triumph Register
is a chapter of
The Vintage Triumph Register,
6-Pack, and
The Triumph Register of America

THE STANDARD 4729 Willows Road
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732-4221

TRIUMPH TRIVIA:  What’s the Standard con-
nection? 

The Standard Motor Company bought Triumph’s 
assets in October 1944.  There was little left of 
Triumph other than its name following the bomb-
ing of Coventry in 1940 during World War II. 

Deadline for  
the next issue of  
The Standard: 
March 7th! 

Contact Charlie Brown at  cb1500@erols.com or 
(703) 878-1337 for CTR Regalia:  hats $15, patches 
$5, name tags $4.50, flag pins $10, shirts $25 for 
Hanes and $35 for Jonathan Cory.  Enquire as to shirt 
size and color availability.  Regalia will be delivered 
at CTR events. 

CTR 
Regalia 

Nuff Said 

FLASHLIGHT:  Tubular metal 
container kept in the toolbox to 
store dead batteries. 
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When all else fails, get a bigger hammer! 
 

Paul Edelstein, Rich Townsend and Bill Goodwin are each ready to lend a willing hand during the bolt extraction tech session 
held on Tom Burke’s TR8 at his home in Annandale on March 1st.  Who won, who lost?  Turn to page 3 for the results. 

  THE   STANDARD 
The Official Publication of the 

Capital Triumph Register  
Volume XX,  Number 3,  March 2008 



The  Standard Page 2

CTR Happenings 
CTR-RTR-TTR Joint Event  - March 15th 
 

Here’s a final reminder for the first ever joint Capital Tri-
umph Register - Richmond Triumph Register - Tidewater Tri-
umph Register event to be held on Saturday, March 15th at the 
Marine Corps Museum in Quantico.  Meet at 8:30 at Quantico.  
Details are in the February newsletter or contact Lionel 
Mitchell at haymarket4@verizon.net or 703-217-1485. 

 
Collingwood Cleanup - New Date - March 29th 
 

Each year CTR members help the members of the Colling-
wood Foundation get the grounds ready for spring.  (And our 
BOG show is one of their early spring events.)  This usually 
entails picking up fallen limbs and trimming growth.  In turn, 
we’re treated to a home cooked lunch (typically steak).  If you 
have the time, please consider spending a few hours at Colling-
wood on Saturday morning, March 29th. 

 
E-Mail Event Notification 
 

  Please make sure we have your up-to-date e-mail address 
so that you don’t miss out on news of CTR events!  And please 
don’t forget to give us your new mailing addresses and phone 
numbers when they change. 

From the Prez: 
 

Spring is just 
around the corner 

March 2008 

Looking back at The Standard: 
 
Volume V, Number 3 
March 1993 Greetings all! 

 
It looks like Spring is just around the corner, and it’ll be 

time to uncover the Triumph and hit the road.  We’ve added 
two new events to our calendar – the first, a monthly “Knock 
the Dust Off” run.  This’ll be a simple, short run for members 
to meet and drive their cars. The second is a members’ “Get 
Your Hands Dirty” tech session.  If you have an issue with your 
car and would like to share other club members’ knowledge, 
this is an opportunity to do just that.  Feel free to email me 

The March 1993 edition of The Standard led off 
with an article by Karl Johnson on club participation 
in the Alexandria George Washington Birthday pa-
rade.  George Earwaker provided a Personal Triumph 
article with the story of his GT6.  Upcoming events 
included a Spring Tune Up at Charlie Brown’s  and 
the club’s second annual car show at the Southern 
Maryland Celtic Festival. 

(tr6_guy@hotmail.com) if you’d like to host a Saturday 
morning session. 

 
Also, the construction of a new Club Forum is in 

progress. This will also allow members to chat about 
upcoming events, BOG, technical issues, etc. With this 
forum, we’ll also be able to announce impromptu 
events, such as the Carburetor Tech Session that was so 
successful. 

 
Thanks to all on our ESB, we have a great calendar 

of events this year.  Check the website as events get 
closer for more details.  OH - one more thing – if you 
haven’t registered for BOG, do so soon. Space is going 
to be VERY limited due to construction at Colling-
wood.  And as always, if you can assist, please email 
Tom (tburke4@aol.com).  We need ya! 

 
So, without further ado – turn to page 10 for a list 

of events coming your way. Please be sure to get them 
on your calendar early!  We have the calendar mapped 
out till the end of the year.  If you have any questions, 
need assistance from other club members and would 
like host a tech session, or would like more details on 
an event – contact the individual associated with that 
event, or myself, OR, and it’ll be soon – check the web-
site calendar. 

 
Thanks to everyone who works so hard in making 

CTR the fine club it is.  I look forward to seeing you at 
the next event.  Meantime, keep your head up and your 
top down! 

 
 Paul 
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Bolt Extraction 
Tech Session 

Art Fournier 
On Saturday, March 1st, CTR held its second tech ses-

sion of the 2008 season.  During the first, in February, we 
learned about Stromberg carburetors.  In a roundabout way 
that relates to our March tech session.  In taking the carbu-
retors off his TR8, Tom Burke managed to break off a cou-
ple manifold bolts in the head.  Aha!  There’s an idea for a 
tech session – extracting broken bolts and studs.  So on a 
sunny, but cool and very windy, Saturday we gathered in 
Tom’s driveway to try different tools and techniques in a 
real-world learning situation. 

 
After coffee and doughnuts (thank you Stephen), we 

tackled the longer, and supposedly easier, bolt, which had 
been prepared with liberal quantities of PB Blaster.  Bill 
Goodwin brought a special wrench intended for just this 
sort of thing.  No luck.  Next came heat in the form of a 
MAPP gas torch.  No luck.  Then came the Oxy-MAPP 
torch.  Oops, way too windy, even with a fire extinguisher 
on hand.  Then came Paul Edelstein’s impact driver.  Oops, 
bent the tool.  Then came more heat followed by quenching 
sessions with water and more PB Blaster.  No luck. 

 
Time for lunch – hot dogs, chili, and adult beverages 

(thank you chefs Tom and Charlie).   Back to work.  Bring 
out the special drilling jig and the hardened drill bits.  
Oops, the bit snapped off in what was left of the broken 
bolt.  Now what?  Sigh, time to unbolt the head and take it 
to a machine shop.   

 
And through all this we’d get periodic live updates 

from the Washington Beltway where a second Triumph 
tech session was taking place.  Well, sort of.  While we 
won’t name names, a CTR regular was trying to solve the 
mystery of his very rough-running TR6 that had left him 
marooned along I-495. 

While the bolt extraction project wasn’t successful, we 
all learned a few things.  Plus we shared food and drink, 
traded stories and experiences, and enjoyed good company 
on a Saturday morning.  Life is good! 

Before After 

Stephen Prior and other anxious spectators 

Tom prepares to torch his TR8 

Bill Goodwin, RJ Fortwengler, Karl Johnson, Paul Scuderi and 
Matt Schipani back away from the flames 

Not a lot of difference, but fortunately, the house and car are 
still standing 
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Virginia Get the Dust Off  
Saturday, April 5th, 9:30 AM 

 

Rich Townsend 

My First LBC 
Rich Wilkins 

In January, 1961, I arrived in Washington, 
fresh out of college and Navy boot camp at Great 
Lakes.  I was assigned to the Navy School of Mu-
sic at the Naval Receiving Station in Anacostia, 
now long gone.  I had an older married cousin that 
lived in Hillcrest Heights and her husband had a 
1958 MGA that was his daily driver-commuter car 
to his government job downtown.  He car-pooled 
with two secretaries and looking at those cars to-
day I don't know how they did it, especially dur-
ing snowstorms, but I imagine they got to know 
each other very well.  He would let me drive the 
car occasionally and I fell in love with it. 

 
In August I was transferred to the Naval 

Academy Band in Annapolis.  This meant an im-
mediate promotion from E-2 to E-5, and an allot-
ment to live off base as there were no barracks for 
band members.  This being the princely sum of 
$100.00/month, I traded in my ‘53 Chrysler con-
vertible for a powder blue 1960 MGA.  I remem-
ber having a workshop manual and doing some-
thing to the carbs, but other than that I don't think 
I even checked the oil.  There was a man named 
Schaeffer with a shop down an alley near the Ma-
rine barracks in D.C. that did all of the work on it. 
I don’t remember taking it to him that much, 
though.  One time I did lose the brakes, pedal to 
the floor, and drove it from Annapolis to his shop 
using the emergency brake and downshifting.  
Obviously pre-beltway days. 

 
In May of 1963 I played for a wedding and 

met one of the bridesmaids who I asked out for a 
drink after the job.  She looked at the car and said, 
“I’ll have to take off my skirt to get into this.”  
Lots of fluffy crinoline in formal wear then.  Per-
fectly modest satin dress underneath.  We were 
married in November, two days after President 
Kennedy was killed.  Her name was and still is, 
Joanne. 

 
I was discharged in September, 1964, and sold 

the car as we were moving to New York City.  
LBCs never lost their appeal for me and in 1989 I 
bought my present car, a 1962 TR4, which I plan 
to be buried in. 

Rich Wilkins and his MGA in December 1961 

We’ve formulated an event, a short Saturday morning tour 
which will be a smoke test to kick off the driving season.  
Knock the dust off, clear away the cobwebs, top up the fluids, 
and make sure your TR is ready for the road. 

 
We will meet in Northern Virginia at the intersection of I-

66, Rt. 29, and Rt. 28.  There is a Burger King on the south side 
of Rt. 28, just south of Rt. 29, which is just south of I-66.  This 
is the Dulles Airport exit off I-66.  From I-66, take the exit for 
Route 28 South.  At the first stop light on Rt. 28, see the Burger 
King on your left, and take a left at that light to get to the BK 
parking lot.   

 
We’ll find some open roads for a quick tour, and then stop 

for lunch.  You’ll be on your return trip by 1:00 PM (1300 Hrs). 
 
If you will RSVP to me at retownsendjr@comcast.net, I 

can have a roll call, so we don’t leave without everyone.  We’ll 
depart BK at 9:45.  Bring cell phones and 2-way radios. 
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CTR Winter Dinner 
Saturday, February 23rd 

On Saturday, February 23rd, over 30 members of the 
CTR family met for our annual winter dinner, held this year 
at the Occuquan Inn in Occuquan, Virginia.  A private din-
ing area in the 1810 inn gave us room to socialize and chat 
before a buffet dinner that included beef Burgundy and 
chicken Champagne.   

 
A big round of thanks goes to Rich Townsend for 

scouting out the restaurant and making arrangements for a 
outstanding get-together.   

Bill Wemhoff and Lionel Mitchell 

Karl Johnson and Tom Burke behind Stephen and Ho Yung 
Oertwig and Bill and Carol Goodwin 

Rebecca (pro Hillary) and Sharon Edelstein 

Camellia and Sherman Taffel and Paul Scuderi 

Ira (anti Hillary) and Mary Schoen 
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The Capital Driving Club will be holding an autocross 
on Saturday April 26th (the day before Britain on the Green 
–Collingwood), at the Bowie Baysox Stadium in Bowie, 
MD.  This event will be the first British Car Invitational.  
All participants driving vintage British Cars will only be 
charged $25 (normally $35 for non-members).  In addition, 
CDC will also hold a basic autocross clinic for $10. 

 
Autocross events are a great fun, safe, and expose the 

abilities of you and the car.  You might find that after you 
attend one event, you’ll want to attend another! 

Participants at the autocross will be placed in one of 
four heats.  Each heat will run in the morning and again in 
the afternoon.  This short clinic will be held while the par-
ticipants in heats 1, 2, and 3 are running and will be fin-
ished in time for the participants in the clinic to participant 
in heat 4.   

 
The clinic will have instructors and will give an oppor-

tunity for beginners to learn skills in navigating gates, driv-
ing skid pads, and slaloms.  Instructors are also present to 
help you driving the autocross course at no charge. 

 
The autocross starts with registration at tech inspection 

at 8:30 am and typically ends around 4:30 pm.  CDC also 
grills hotdogs, sausages, chicken sandwiches, etouffee and 
offers with free sodas, Gator-Aid, and water.  

 
Space is limited.  So reserve your spot early.  Partici-

pants driving a British car will be allowed to reserve as a 

British Car Invitational 
April 26th Autocross 

Featuring British Cars 
Ed Chan 

CDC member. 
 
CDC also has a Vintage Small Bore (1600 cc and less) 

Series, which Sprite, Midgets, MGA’s, original Minis, and 
Spitfires are included.  First place in the series will get a 
season pass at the end of the year for the 2009 autocross 
season. 

 
 For any questions, contact Ed Chan at capitaldriv-

ing@yahoo.com or feel free to place any comments or 
questions on the CDC forum, www.capitaldrivingclub.com. 

 
PS:  For those of you that haven’t had enough, CDC 

will also be holding a track day at Summit Point on Mon-
day April 28th on the Shenandoah Track.  

The good thing about Leap Year is that it gave us one 
more day to plan for Britain On The Green. (Then Day-
light Saving Time begins and we lose a hour, Dang!). 
Anyhow, CTR’s annual salute to Spring and the beauty of 
British cars gets closer every day, so get out there and start 
spiffing up the Triumph (or at least start it up). April 27th 
is the date. Collingwood Museum and Library is the place.  

 
This year will feature row upon row of sharp looking 

British cars, new and improved food choices, music, a 
great relaxing day, and CTR volunteers having a great 
time putting on a great show. You can have some of that 
fun, too. We need help parking cars and help with the 
planning part as well, and believe me, it's a great feeling 
that you will enjoy. So come on down, we'll see you there. 
We'll be the ones with with the satisfied smiles (and the 
cold beer). 

BOG Springs Forward 
 

Tom Burke 
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Glorious Kart Racing 

John Buescher 

Gentlemen (and gentlewomen) start your engines!  Those 
are great words to hear anytime you are around a race track.  
On a gorgeous Saturday, February 16th, six members from the 
CTR and one take along met at Allsport Grand Prix Indoor 
Karting facility in Dulles to experience the go-kart racing.  If 
you have not had the experience, it’s a hoot. 

 
The course at Allsport features a road-racing profile in-

spired by the Monaco Grand Prix racetrack and consisted of 
nine turns including two hairpin turns and a long straightway.  
The karts were mini grand prix style cars rear engine karts (5 
or 6 horsepower) configured with direct steering and most 
interesting the fuel tank between your legs.   

 
All drivers were outfitted in racing coveralls, cotton 

gloves, cotton head cover, and a helmet.  We all looked like 
pros … not.  Some of us who raced or autocrossed, had their 
own gear.  Once dressed for the occasion, we were ushered 
into Herman’s, the owner’s, “torture chamber” or indoctrina-
tion room where the finer points of kart racing was provided.  
The GREEN flag for start, the Red flag for stop due to trou-
ble on the track, the BLUE with white X flag for indicating 
you are being passed, the Checked flag (which I did not get), 
and the dreaded BLACK FLAG, (both open and rolled up) 
for “you done bad boy.”  (I got the rolled up one, once when I 
ran into Charlie Brown on the hairpin turn.  He just was not 
going fast enough for me!  Beep Beep Charlie!)  Once we 
completed our indoctrination, we were ushered to the track 
for time trials and racing. 

 
The time trials consisted of 25 laps which allowed every-

one to get a feel for the karts and the track.  We all learned 
that you can go too fast and skid out putting your kart into 
plastic moveable course barriers in addition to “rubbing” your 
kart against the barriers was okay and exciting.  However, 
learning how to navigate the hairpin turns was something that 
does take time to understand and execute.  At the end of the 
time trials, we had a five minute break and were back in the 
karts.   

 
For the race, we were assigned kart based on our best lap 

time.  I did not fair well and ended up in the middle of the 
pack.  While our overall winner had the fastest time lap and, 
if you can believe it, remained in the front all race long.  The 
race consisted of 40 laps and was started in staggered grand 
prix style on the straightway.  While there were several yel-
low caution flags, the CTR members did relatively well and 
no one was Red flagged for a 20 second delay in timeout pit.  
Curiously, the order in which we started remained the same 

throughout the race except for one person who dropped three 
places. 
 

Race results were:  First Place - Matt Schipani with best 
lap speed of 24.876 seconds; Second Place – Rich Smalling 
with best lap speed of 25.486 seconds; Third place – Charlie 
Brown with best lap speed of 25.233 seconds 

Rounding out the field of CTR competitors were John 
Buescher (25.470), Jesse Haber (25.775), Kelly Haber 
(26.33), and Emily Smalling (27.607).   

 
To note the capabilities of the CTR drivers, the best lap 

time posted in February 2008 at Allsport was 21.385 sec-
onds.  Obviously all our CTR drivers have a lot to learning 
about Grand Prix driving!  Next time the club hosts this 
event plan on coming out and bring one of your kids.  
Zoom Zoom! 

Front:  Jesse and Kelly Haber 
Emily and Rich Smalling, John Buescher, and Charlie Brown 

Rear:  Matt Scipani 
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New  & 
Improved 

Triumph Parts 
Art Fournier 

Lionel Mitchell has used the last few New & Improved 
columns to showcase cottage industries that manufacture 
specialized parts for Triumphs.  In Lionel’s case, these are 
typically for TR4s through TR6s.  Here’s another cottage 
industry, but one that focuses on Spitfires even though they 
also offer parts for GT6s and TR3s through TR6s as well. 

 
Chris Cancelli’s Performance Research Industries, or 

PRI, of Sutherlin, Oregon, has products that will make your 
eyes water – check out their website at http://
www.prirace.com/ 

 
One of PRI’s featured items is an independent rear sus-

pension for Spitfires and rotoflex GT6s.  The IRS systems 
are offered at four different levels.  Stage 1, for example, 
offers  one pair of handcrafted light weight aircraft alumi-
num control arms, bushing kits, precision pivot box and 
one pair of high tech, precisely tuned, adjustable coil over, 
inverted shock absorbers in the “same class as Pensky, Fox 
and Ohlins” and costs $1350.  Stages 2 and 3 offer up-
graded shock absorbers, while stage 4 includes chrome-
moly rifle-drilled axles and adds $2050 to the cost of a 
Stage 1-3 system. 

 
Stage 1 through 3 Spitfire engine rebuilds run $3900 to 

$9000 and include too many features to list.  Extras, such as 
Weber or Keihin carburetors and custom exhaust headers, 
are available at extra cost.  PRI offers side and rear exhaust 
headers for Spitfires.  Each is custom made for specific ap-
plications. 

 
And since PRI can more than double the horsepower of 

your Spitfire, they offer improved front and rear brake sys-
tems to help it stop.  Their $1995 “big brake” front system 
bolts to the original hubs and utilizes 11-3/4 vented rotors, 
4-piston calipers, high performance brake pads and 
stainless steel braided hoses.  Their $2250 rear disk brake 
kit includes Wilwood billet aluminum full floating calipers, 
8-3/4" cross drilled rotors, stainless steel braided hoses, 
EBC brake pads, hi-performance 63/37 ratio master cylin-
der and parking brake compatibility. 

 
Want to run 15x6 and 16x7 wheels on your Spitfire?  

PRI sells a hub adapter kit for $899 that also includes up-
graded front spindles.  Made of aircraft grade aluminum, 
the hubs weigh in at about half the stock units. 

 

PRI offers lots of performance goodies for your Spitfire, 
probably at far more expense than the average Spitfire owner 
would be willing to consider.  However, it’s fun to look and 
dream! 

IRS 

Rear Brakes 

Rifle-Drilled Axles 

Hub Adapter Kit 

Custom Exhaust Header 

Front Brakes 
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CLASSIFIED 
 

CTR assumes no responsibility for quality or condition of 
merchandise listed herein.  All transactions resulting from listings 
are strictly between buyer and seller. 
 
NOTE: Ads for CTR members shall run on a space available basis 
for 3 issues.   To rerun, please resubmit your ad at end of  period.   
Other ads are space available only. 
 
For Sale:  Spitfire 1500 bonnet and boot. $300.  Bonnet 
primed and ready for paint. Brian 703-730-6617 or 
lazydog2@msn.com 
 
For Sale:  5 48-spoke 4J-15 painted wire wheels, 4 
adaptors, knock-offs, hardware and inner tubes. $50.00 
Rich Wilkins, 540-349-4065 or rawpiano@aol.com 
 
For Sale:  TR6 engine for rebuild purpose.  Cylinder head 
$125.  Engine block $275.   Buy both for $350.  Call or e-
mail René Burcksen at (301) 526-2524 or 
rburcksen@aol.com 

Items for Sale: 
 
1973 Triumph GT6 Mk III $1,500.  Steel wheel car, 
2000cc 6cyl, 4 speed, good rubber mounted on TR7 
wheels.  Relatively complete including drivetrain; some 
minor underhood and interior parts missing. Very limited 
rust.  Ran when stored.  Excellent winter restoration pro-
ject. 
  
1973 Triumph GT6 Mk III Body Tub $800.  Triumph 
GT6 late model body tub, relatively complete (minus 
hood). Tub was taken off frame and stored.  Minor easily 
fixable body ding, little or no rust.  Great buy if you are 
restoring a GT-6 or want to turn your Mark III or 1500 
Spitfire into a Hard Top car (bolts up).  
 
Triumph GT6, Spitfire, and TR7 Wheels $250/set of 5.  
Five (5) 5 ½” X 13” wheels with 3 ¼  inch backspace, slot-
ted aluminum.  Add that classic 60s-70s look to your Brit-
ish Sports Car.  Sold as a set only.   
 
Triumph GT6 Motor $7500.  Roller rockers, Tubular 
Push rods, balanced/blue-printed, dual row timing chain, 
+.040 flat top forged pistons,  lightened balanced rods, 
ARP Hardware throughout, lightened balanced flywheel/
clutch assembly plus much, much more….race-ready or 
Auto-X engine.  
 
Call Bob (301) 241-4911 or (301) 524-5989 (cell).  Addi-
tional info and pix scorpionracing@yahoo.com 

More Items for Sale: 
 
Triumph TR6 Transmission (Reconditioned) $1,500. 
TR6 tranny completely rebuilt for project car that was never 
finished. Trans is perfect!  Annular (Hydraulic T/O bearing) 
also available at additional expense. 
 
Yard Sale:  We discovered two or three sets (left and right) 
of Triumph GT6 swing axle assemblies on a shelf in the 
back room of the race shop.  All are “take-off” parts in good 
or rebuildable shape.  These parts give you Spitfire Race/
Auto-X/Street guys a bigger brake/bigger lower control arm 
option. $150 per side.  
 
TR7 Headers $100 each.  Two (2) available.  Brand new. 
 
Really Cool Tow Vehicle or Recreational Use Vehicle! 
$15,000.  1994 Ford E350 Diesel Dually 4X4 Ambulance!  
7.3 Litre Diesel, Factory 4X4, A/T, P/S, P/B, 104K original 
miles, F and Rear A/C (super cold!), 10K custom hitch, new 
brake controller, 8 pin trailer connector, stainless steel rear 
step bumper, 12V/110V service, amazing amount of water-
proof lockable exterior storage, more interior storage than 
you could imagine!  Exterior lighting makes for easy park-
ing at night, new front and rear brakes, recent full service 
engine/chassis. Refrigerator and microwave included.  Nice 
interior!  Sleeps two on a queen size removable platform 
bed. Lights/siren/PA/CD all work, and are great fun for 
camping! 
 
Snap-On KRA-4100 Series Collector’s Item...Near Per-
fect Condition parts stored in tool box but never used in 
shop for tools. New $3500...$2500.00  
 
Call Bob (301) 241-4911 or (301) 524-5989 (cell).  Addi-
tional info and pix scorpionracing@yahoo.com 

Mystery Photo 
Contest 

 
Who is the young 
man hard at work 

washing this  
Triumph? 

Hint:  the gentleman in 
the photo is now a CTR 
member in his own right.  
Think you know who it is?  
Send your guesses to the 
editor. 



EVENTS 
 
All listings including  “*CTR*” are events for which  club 
participation points will be awarded. 
 
Mar 1 - Bolt Extraction Tech Session, Annandale, VA, 
Tom Burke *CTR* 
Mar 12 - BOG Planning Meeting, Tom Burke 
Mar 15 - Joint CTR/RTR/TTR visit to the USMC 
Museum, Quantico, VA, Lionel Mitchell, haymarket4 
@verizon.net  *CTR* 
Mar 18 - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi, 
tr6_guy@hotmail.com  
Mar 29 (Changed Date!) - Collingwood Cleanup, 
Alexandria, VA, Tom Burke, tburke4@aol.com  *CTR* 
Apr 5 - Our FIRST “Knock the Dust Off”, or “KDO,” Rich 
Townsend, retownsendjr@comcast.net  *CTR* 
Apr 19 - Annual GW Parkway Run – Meet 9:30 at Turkey 
Run Park at the Cabin John Bridge end of GW Parkway.  
We’ll do the Parkway to Mount Vernon, then turn around 
and have lunch near Collingwood.  Excellent Event! , Paul 
Scuderi, tr6_guy@hotmail.com  *CTR* 
Apr 20 - 9th Annual British and European Car Show at the 
Williamsburg Winery, Williamsburg, VA  
www.wmbgbrit.com 
Apr 23 - BOG stuffing party at Joe Cannon’s.  We need 
ya!, Tom Burke, tburke4@aol.com  
Apr 26 - British Invitational Autocross, Bowie, MD, 
Capital Driving Club, Ed Chan 
Apr 27 - 11th annual Britain on the Green (BOG), 
Collingwood Library, Alexandria, VA *CTR* 
May 2-4 - Northeast Rally Club Spring Rally, NJ, Bill 
Goodwin 
May 3 - “Get Your Hands Dirty” Tech Session.  Anyone in 
need?  Paul Scuderi - tr6_guy@hotmail.com  *CTR* 
May 3 - British Car Show, Lewes, DE 
May 10 - Springtime in the Smokies for British cars and 
motorcycles.  club.hemmings.com/blountbc/index.html 
May 13 - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi, 
tr6_guy@hotmail.com  
May 16-18 - Carlisle Import, Kit and Replica Show.  
Carlisle PA 
May 17 - Possible joint event with the MG Club 
May 18 - BOG TGIO, Tom Burke, tburke4@aol.com 
May 24 - KDO Annapolis Run *CTR* 
May 31 - The Brits are Back at Hope Lodge, Ft. 
Washington, PA, Steve Klein (610) 825-2617 or 
klassiccar@aol.com 
May 31-Jun 8 - “Drive Your British Car” Week, 
www.britishcarweek.org 
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Jun 1 - British Car Day, Adamstown, MD, 
www.chesapeakechaptermgtclub.com *CTR* 
Jun 7 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Jun 7  - Brits on the Bay, Virginia Beach, VA,  
www.tidewatertriumphs.org 
Jun 15 - Sully Antique Car Show, Chantilly, VA 
Jun 19-21 - TRF Summer Party, Armagh, PA *CTR* 
Jun 21 - KDO Run – Evening drive up Beach Drive, Rock 
Creek Park, DC.  Paul Scuderi,  tr6_guy@hotmail.com 
*CTR* 
Jun 29 - Take Your Triumph Out to the Ball Game, Bowie, 
MD, Bruce Hislop, bmhislop@hotmail.com  *CTR* 
Jul 5 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Jul 12 - Damascus Days Car Show – Over 250 Street 
Rods…..and hopefully a good number of British Cars too.  
We have our own “field” just across from the Rod show. 
Paul Scuderi, tr6_guy@hotmail.com 
Jul 15 - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Jul 19 - Lucas Tour, Night Ride with Paul Edelstein, 
pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com *CTR* 
Jul 26 - Car, Truck and Motorcycle Show, Manassas Park 
High School, VA, Rich Townsend 
Aug 2 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Aug 4-8 - North American Triumph Challenge (VTR 
National Convention), Ypsilanti, MI, www.natc2008.com 
*CTR* 
Aug 16 - KDO Beach Run *CTR* 
Aug 24 - Cruisin’ for Crustaceans, Art Fournier *CTR* 
Sep 6 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Sep 14 - Virginia Scottish Games British Car Show, Sky 
Meadow, Delaplane, VA 
Sep 16  - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Sep 20 - KDO Civil War Run *CTR* 
Sep 21 - Meeting of the Marques, Boiling Springs, PA 
Sep 27 - MGs on the Rocks, Belair, MD 
Oct 3-5 - American British Reliability Run 
Oct 4 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Oct 12 - Hunt Country Classic followed by CTR Picnic, 
Lionel Mitchell *CTR* 
Oct 18-19 - KDO Antietem Run and Overnighter *CTR* 
Oct 18 - Brits by the Bay, Triumphs Around the  
Chesapeake (TRAC), Pasadena, MD, www.tracltd.org 
Oct 18 - Rockville Classic and Antique Car Show 
Oct 24-26 - Northeast Rally Club Fall Rally, DE 
Nov 1 - T4, VA location *CTR* 
Nov 15 - Air & Space Museum Run *CTR* 
Nov 18 - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Dec 6 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Dec 7 - Holiday Party, MD location *CTR* 



Membership Renewal / Application 
For renewals with unchanged status, return your mailing label. 

 
Name   ____________________________    
 
Address____________________________ 
 
             ____________________________ 
 
             ____________________________ 
 
 
Phone   ____________________________ 
 
E-mail   ____________________________ 
 
TRIUMPH’s owned__________________ 
 
              ____________________________ 
 
Newsletter Preference:  Electronic _______   
 
                                       Paper        _______ 

 
Annual Dues - $25.00, or 

2 years for $45.00  SAVE $5.00!!! 
 

Checks Payable to C.T.R. 
Please complete this form and return to: 

 
Matt Schipani 

44333 Silkworth Terrace 
Ashburn, VA 20147 

CLUB OFFICERS 
President Paul Scuderi (240) 876-7222  
 Damascus  tr6_guy@hotmail.com   
Vice President  Lionel Mitchell (703) 754-7362 
 Haymarket  haymarket4@verizon.net 
Secretary John Buescher (703) 522-6571 
 Arlington  John.Buescher@hqda.army.mil 
Treasurer Rich Smalling (703) 430-0920 
 Sterling  RJSmalling@aol.com  
Events Directors Rich Townsend (540) 788-4588 
 Catlett  retownsendjr@comcast.net 
  Bill Goodwin  (301) 870-8594  
 Bryantown  redrag@radix.net 
Club Liaison Bruce Hislop (410) 721-9411 
 Crofton  BMHislop@hotmail.com  
Membership Matt Schipani (703) 724-1573 
 Ashburn  matt@ashburnsoftware.com    
Members-at-Large Paul Edelstein (703) 914-0507      
 Annandale  pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com 
            RJ Fortwengler (703) 243-6426  
  Arlington   fortwenr@nasdaq.com 
  Karl Johnson        (703) 978-4968  
 Fairfax  ktjark@aol.com 
  Joe Cannon (703) 280-4104 
 Fairfax   jpc8904@yahoo.com  
BOG Coordinator Tom Burke (703) 354-1361 
 Annandale  tburke4@aol.com 
  Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337 
 Dale City  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 

 
CTR website  

www.capitaltriumphregister.com 

THE STANDARD 
Published by the Capital Triumph Register 

Editor,  Art Fournier   
4729 Willows Road, Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732-4221 

Phone  - (410) 535-0690 
E-mail  -  artfournier@comcast.net 

 

The Standard welcomes any submitted material for publication; 
however, neither its editor nor the CTR accept responsibility for 
accuracy of article content or any damage or injury resulting from 
suggested modifications.  Articles may be submitted in writing, by 
mail, fax, or e-mail.  Photos are also very welcome.  If any material 
must be returned,  please include self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

Advisors 
  

TR2 & 3 Tom Delaney (301) 898-1887 
  redcarnut@comcast.net 
TR4 Keith Dunklee  (703) 521-2245   
  dunklee61@msn.com  
TR250 & 6 Arleigh Cottrell  (301) 627-6637 
  RaceNutz@aol.com   
 Joe Cannon  (703) 280-4104 
  jpc8904@yahoo.com 
TR7 & 8 Paul Edelstein  (703) 914-0507 
  pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com  
GT6             George Earwaker (703) 204-1104 
Herald Bill Goodwin (301) 870-8594  
  redrag@radix.net    
Spitfire Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337 
  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 
Stag Glenn Minucci  (301) 862-5433 
  gminucci@paxr.veridian.com  
Autocross Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337  
  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 
Racing           Ira Schoen (703) 698-1691 
  pterodactyl711@aol.com 

The  Standard Page 11 March 2008 



Photo Credits 
 

Pages 1, 3 and 5  - Art 
Fournier 

Page 3 Left -  
Tom Burke 

Page 4 -  
Rich Wilkins 

Page 6 - Ed Chan 
Page 7 -  

John Buescher 
Page 8 - PRI 
Page 9 - TBA 

The Capital Triumph Register
is a chapter of
The Vintage Triumph Register,
6-Pack, and
The Triumph Register of America

THE STANDARD 4729 Willows Road
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732-4221

TRIUMPH TRIVIA:  Ken Richardson is known for setting an early 
speed mark in the TR2 — what, when and where was it? 

In April 1952, Ken Richardon took an early TR2 in racing trim to 124 
mph at the Jabbeke motorway in Belgium.  He topped 114 mph with 
top and side curtains installed. 

Deadline for  
the next issue of  
The Standard: 
April 11th! 

C o n t a c t  C h a r l i e  B r o w n  a t  
cb1500@erols.com or (703) 878-1337 for 
CTR Regalia:  hats $15, patches $5, name 
tags $4.50, flag pins $10, shirts $25 for 
Hanes and $35 for Jonathan Cory.  En-
quire as to shirt size and color availability.  
Regalia will be delivered at CTR events. 

CTR 
Regalia 

Signs of the Times 
(Not too recent a photo from the gas prices!) 
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The shapes of things to come! 
 

Lionel Mitchell’s TR7 echoes the wedge shape of the Museum of the Marine Corps.  Twenty-five members of the Capital Triumph 
Register, Richmond Triumph Register and Tidewater Triumph Register toured the museum near Quantico, Virginia., on March 15. 

 
For more, please turn to page 4. 
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CTR Happenings 
Joint Event with the MG Club Postponed 
 

Last year, we participated with the MG club in an event 
that was a lot of fun.  We met at the Bull Run Regional Park 
and drove each others cars in a closed-road situation.  The park 
is an ideal place for such an event because it’s closed to other 
traffic.  In this event, the owner rides along as a passenger, 
while other British car owners get to experience driving another 
LBC.  In addition to driving the MGs, CTR members also 
drove each others’ cars, too.  We got some interesting com-
ments from the MG guys, and it was fun to drive their cars as 
well. 

 
This year, we had planned to have this event again, but the 

Park is booked solid for the month of May, when we were plan-
ning to have it.  So, stay tune for a date later in the year. 

 
April Knock the Dust Off Run Postponed 
 

There seems to be an unfortunate trend in this column this 
month.  The Knock the Dust Off Run of Northern Virginia 
planned for April 5th was put off due to inclement weather and 
will be rescheduled. 

 
It seems that the Friday weather forecast for Saturday, 

April 5th, called for rain so the event was moved to Sunday.  
You guessed it.  Saturday was beautiful and Sunday turned out 
to be a cold rainy day fit only for working on tax returns. 
 
BOG Poster 
 

For the past two years, CTR has provided a free BOG sou-
venir poster to preregistrants.  For a sneak peak at this year’s 
poster, see page 7.  Matt Schipani’s GT6, featured on the 
poster, might look a little more familiar in its “natural” color. 

April 2008 

Looking back at The Standard: 
 
Volume V, Number 4 
April 1993 

BOG Pins 
 

CTR will have something new for available at 
Britain on the Green this year:  pins with the BOG 
logo.  The pins are one inch across, roughly the same 
size as our CTR pins. 

 
Welcome CTR’s Newest Members 
 

 Steele Lipe, Haymarket, VA, 1959 TR3A 
 Neil McCasland,  Alexandria, VA, 1976 TR6 
 Michael Rea, Winchester, VA 
 Paul Dodero, Gainesville, VA 

 
E-Mail Event Notification 
 

  Please make sure we have your up-to-date e-mail 
address so that you don’t miss out on news of CTR 
events!  And please don’t forget to give us your new 
mailing addresses and phone numbers when they 
change. 

The April 1993 edition of The Standard featured a 
report on the Spring Tune Up tech session held at 
Charlie Brown’s.  The event was so successful that it 
filled his garage, driveway and lawn.  The Spring 
Tune Up used to be one of the Club’s best attended 
events.  Why did its popularity wane?  Is it something 
we should start back up? 

 
There was also a report on the Club’s first double-

header (two events in one day):  participation in the 
Alexandria St. Patrick’s Day Parade and a session at 
Motorhead. 

 
Upcoming events included the club’s 2nd annual 

car show held in association with the Celtic Festival of 
Southern Maryland.  The club would soon outgrow the 
space available at the Celtic Festival, shift from Satur-
day to Sunday and rename the event Britain on the 
Green. 

 
Another upcoming event was a tour and over-

nighter to Lancaster and the Pennsylvania Dutch coun-
try planned by Ray and Carole Aranda. 
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Tech Session 
Making Small Plastic 
Reproduction Parts 

Saturday, May 3rd 
 

Matt Schipani 

GW Parkway Run 
April 19th 
Paul Scuderi 

Join us on a tour of one of the most scenic roads in the 
Washington DC area, the George Washington Parkway.  
Our run will begin at the north (American Legion Bridge) 
end of the Parkway, gliding south alongside the Potomac, 
shooting into DC for a monument spin, back out onto the 
Parkway, through Olde Towne Alexandria and then on to 
Mount Vernon Circle at the southern end (wave hello to 
Collingwood on the way by!).  As all this driving and 
sightseeing will undoubtedly make us hungry, we’ll end 
the tour with lunch at a casual restaurant near Colling-
wood.   

 
Instructions: 

 
Meet at 9:45 am in the parking lot of Turkey Run Rec-

reation Center, which is at the north end (American Le-
gion Bridge) of the Parkway. 

 
From the North: Parkway south. Take Turkey Run 

Park exit.  This will double back, taking you below the 
Parkway and onto the river side. Take your first left into 
Turkey Run Park (otherwise you’ll be back out onto the 
Parkway), then another left into the first parking lot. Cof-
fee and Danish will be served. 

 
From the South:  Parkway north.  Take Turkey Run 

Park exit, first right then first left into parking lot.  Coffee 
and Danish……will also be served. 

 
On some GW Runs, we’ve met some folks at the ma-

rina near I-395.  If you’re interested in doing this again, 
give me a call and we’ll coordinate.  For info or to RSVP, 
email Paul Scuderi tr6_guy@hotmail.com or call at (240) 
876-7222. 

 
Note: For a good feel of the area, go to local.live.com and 
type in Turkey Run Recreation Area, Virginia. This is a 
wonderful site that is very detailed, shows street directions 
and even allows detailed aerial views. 

What are we going to do? 
 

Join us for a demonstration of how to make small plastic 
parts for your Triumph.  We’ll be making parts using a low 
viscosity epoxy compound in rubber and clay molds to create 
a variety of parts in several different colors and styles, includ-
ing metal coated parts! 
 

If you have a small part (less than 4 inches square) such as 
a heater, choke or other knob that you would like to make an 
extra of, or a damaged part that you would like to make a new 
one of, please mail it to me in at least a week in advance of 
the tech session, or just hand it to me at BOG if you like. 
 
When do I show up? 
 
May 3, 2008 – 10:00am 
 
Where are we going to meet? 
 
Matt Schipani’s House 
44333 Silkworth Terrace 
Ashburn, VA 20147 
703-724-1573 
 
What if I get hungry? 
 
We’ll have coffee and something made of dough and grease 
in the morning.  If anyone wants to stay for lunch there will 
be burgers and dogs on the grill after the tech session. 
 
Where do I park? 
 
There is very limited space in my driveway and on my street, 
but a quick trip around the block will reveal plenty of on 
street parking.  There is also a small parking lot 2 blocks 
away to the west.   
 
What do I do now? 
 

I’ll need a headcount for food, so please RSVP to 
matt@ashburnsoftware.com or 703-724-1573 if you want to 
attend. 
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Marine Corps Museum 
Visit 

Lionel Mitchell 
The weather was beautiful, the company was great, 

the museum was inspiring, and the Triumphs were in rare 
form - well, mostly.  On Saturday, March 15th, a total of 
25 folks from three Triumph clubs met at the Marine 
Corps Museum near Quantico, Virginia.  The day started 
out crisp, but the sky was a beautiful azure blue.  I chose 
to drive my TR7 FHC, and it was running great on the 
way to the museum.  Eight CTR members, 15 from the 
Richmond Triumph Register, and two from the Tidewater 
Triumph Register gathered in the Museum parking lot 
and chatted a bit before going into the Museum.  There, 
we had a brief introduction to the Museum by a former 
Marine, who obviously took pride in being a docent.  We 
toured the Museum for 2-3 hours and then adjourned to 
Filly’s Tavern for lunch. 

 
If you haven’t seen this Museum, you owe it to your-

self to go, even if you don’t have an affinity to things 
military.  To start with, the building itself is quite unique.  
The shape follows that of the Marines raising the flag on 
Iwo Jima – you know, the statue in Arlington overlook-
ing the Potomac River.  Inside the slanted pyramid struc-
ture is completely open and all glass. The space is filled 
with Marine aircraft from the 20th century.  In the halls 
around the periphery of the atrium, there are multi-media 
exhibits of different periods of Marine Corps history 
from the early days to the present.   The sights, sounds, 
temperatures, and even smells are evocative of the peri-
ods being represented.  One of the Richmond guys, who 
had been in Viet Nam, said that exhibit took him back 
immediately because of the smell of the helicopter he had 
been in so many times. 

 
After the tour, we gathered in the parking lot and pre-

pared to leave for Filly’s.  There were five of us who had 
driven Triumphs: 3 TR6s, a TR7, and a GT6.  I asked 
those guys to line their cars up in front of the museum for 
a photo.  Guess whose Triumph wouldn’t start?  After a 
group diagnosis, we determined that my battery was dead 
and wouldn’t hold a charge. We decide to go on to lunch 
and deal with the problem after lunch.  Later, Steve and 
Ho Yong Oertwig assisted me in getting a new battery at 
a nearby auto parts store.  It fired right up, and I was on 
my way home.  It ran great, but the next day, with the aid 
of a volt meter, I determined that the cause of my dead 
battery was a bad alternator – Lucas strikes again!  But 
that’s another story. 

CTR members who enjoyed the tour, besides me, were: 
Steve and Ho Yong Oertwig, Paul and Sharon Edelstein, 
Rich and Patty Townsend, and Ira Schoen.  Special thanks 
to Steve and Ho Yong and Gary Kinney of RTR for their 
help in making the event successful. 

With representatives from three VTR chapters on hand, there 
was no lack of help in diagnosing the problem with Lionel 

Mitchell’s TR7 

Paul and Sharon Edelstein and Gary Kinney are impressed with 
the realism of the display of Marine Corps operations during 

the Korean War 
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Lionel Mitchell tightens the cables on 
a new battery. 

The rat that followed Steve Oertwig 
home from VTR 2007. 

Club members listen to an overview before touring the Museum 
of the Marine Corps. 

Members of three VTR chapters await their tour. 



The Forum: 
 

TR6 
Headlight 
Trim 
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And When in Rome... 

Rich Townsend:  Funny thing happened on my way to 
Upperville.  I determined a shortcut from Delaplane to Up-
perville via Route 712.  It’s a great country road with dips 
and curves, and bridges, and stone fences - just beautiful, 
hardly any other traffic. 
 

So I’m tooling along, and I see a huge dump truck com-
ing at me southbound.  I hit the brakes to make sure he had 
plenty of room, and just then my headlight trim ring de-
cides to depart from the TR6, and bounce and roll tink-tink-
tink alongside me down the road.  So, now I’m thinking it 
would sure be nice to stop and pick it up, and put it back on 
the car. 

 
But then my thoughts went back to the dump truck now 

maybe 100 feet away. 
 
All I could do was point to the headlight trim ring, hop-

ing he’d see it, and not aim at it like a beer can.  Luckily he 
waved, and swerved after he passed me, and managed to 
miss it as it now lay in his lane. 

 
Before I could retrieve it, a pickup came along, and I 

had to “point and pray” again.  He waved, and dodged it as 
well. 

 
All turned out for the better, and I made it to Upper-

ville. 
 
RJ Fortwengler:  Those rings have a way of doing 
that………………glad you were able to retrieve! 
  

When I first started to read about the dump truck, I was 
afraid it might be the same story that happened to a friend 
of mine: 

  
In high school my buddy Wayne Theil bought a (very) 

used TR3 that we used to take to school.  He was on a simi-
lar back road in Maryland when a dump truck appeared 
around a bend speeding toward him in his lane.  Wayne had 
to hit the ditch, and then rolled over three times, landing on 
his wheels in a field.  We spent the next month “repairing” 
the damage with (tons of) Bondo and he then got a new 

Earl Scheib paint job for $29.95 (this was circa 1968).  It 
wasn’t exactly smooth but it was very green….the glass, 
the wheels, the handles and hinges, everything!  
 
Paul Scuderi:  My TR6 fired a headlight trim ring across 
the median and into oncoming traffic on Veirs Mill Road, 
a major thoroughfare in Maryland.  There was a lot of 
traffic, and....sadly....it didn’t survive.  
 

God rest its chrome. 
 
Charlie Brown:  Ya know, if you guys drove Spitfires, 
you wouldn’t have these “trim loss” problems. 

John Buescher took these pictures recently in Rome.  The 
Mini with brush guards was the only “true” LBC he saw, 

while the other gives you an idea of the tight parking there. 
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That Spring Thing 
Tom Burke 

Maybe you remember your first British car from long ago, 
maybe you don't. (My first car was Italian, to be honest.) But, 
we all fondly remember Spring and what Shakespeare called 
our "salad days, when (we were) green in judgment, cold in 
blood" and the sun was warm, and everything, just every-
thing, was grand. Well, Spring is still grand and warm and Brit-
ain On the Green is here to remind us of all those wonderful 
days. 

 
Hundreds of  British cars, on the rolling shores of the Poto-

mac River, gleaming in the sun, dogwoods in bloom, our 
friends all around us as well as fun, food, and music. Jaguars 
and Minis, Triumphs and Rovers, MGs and Bentleys, a banquet 
of color and glory arrayed on a piece of history, the Colling-
wood Museum and Library on Americanism. 

 
On April 27th, it's all there for you, brought to you each year by 
the hard-working BOG staffers. Youth was a wonderful time, 
but who is to say that these days aren't better, sweeter, and 
greener and more enjoyable? That these preserved and restored 
classics aren't made grander and more glorious by time and hard 
work? Join us at Britain On the Green and see for yourself.  

Collingwood Cleanup 
March 28th 

Each year CTR members lend a hand at Collingwood in prepa-
ration for BOG.  Their reward:  a steak dinner.  On the scene 
were (left to right) Lionel Mitchell, Art Fournier, Tom Burke, 

Fred Mittleman, Rich Smalling, Rich Townsend, John 
Buescher, Charlie Brown and Matt Schipani. 

Orphan Car Tour 
June 8th 

The 19th annual Orphan Car Tour, “Barns, Back-
roads and Beyond,” is an afternoon drive through 
Maryland’s Carroll and Baltimore Counties for 
“orphan” (discontinued-make) vehicles and will in-
clude visits to two private car collections.   

 
Meet at the Hempstead American Legion, 4600 

Legion Lane, 12 Noon to 1:00 PM.   
 
Cars will be released on tour between 1 - 1:30 

PM.  As in previous years, each participant will be 
given a printed sheet of directions and travel at his or 
her own speed.  The leisurely, meandering tour route of 
between 30-50 miles is laid out over scenic backroads.  

 
Optional buffet dinner 6 PM (reservations by May 

25).  Per-car fee $8.  Information: Jon Battle at 703-
392-6870 or TourDirector@orphancartour.org; Web-
site:  www.orphancartour.org/ 
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The Disappearing small 
Car 

Paul Scuderi 

The price of gas has bounced around these last few 
months, but with the price of a barrel of oil tipping over 
$100, it’s a good time to be more conscious of the car’s fuel 
economy, especially the daily driver. An easy way to moni-
tor/measure miles per gallon is the “reverse measurement” 
method.  Top up the tank; reset to tripometer to zero; drive 
the car till it’s time to fill up again; note the amount of gas 
required to top it off and divide that into miles traveled.  
This method works well to give one a good idea of a car’s 
fuel economy. 

 
Art Fournier has been measuring fuel economy on his 

Honda Accords for some time.  Most of his miles are to and 
from work, a total of 42 miles each way (30 miles highway, 
12 city).  His 1992 4 cylinder Accord averaged around 32 
mpg.  His 2000 4 cylinder Accord gets around 28/29 mpg.  
Pretty good mileage indeed.  Art sounds like a Honda man, 
and I must admit, I’m one too.  I bought my first Honda in 
1976 and now drive a 2007 Civic. I always look forward to 
seeing Honda’s new redesigns - I say redesigns because 
Honda seems to stick with and redesign, its model lines.  
So…..being a Honda man…..and being able to follow 
Honda’s model evolution – I used Hondas (mostly) for this 
article.   

 
 I do a lot of driving and enjoy noting differences and 

nuances of the cars around me.  I’ve begun to notice how 
LARGE cars are becoming.  I don’t mean the Humvees and 
Suburbans – they’ve always been large.  I’m referring to 
the middle of the road cars, the best sellers.  When Honda 
introduced its “new” 2008 Accord, I must admit, I was 
sorely disappointed. Sitting in the Accord at the Washing-
ton Car Show, what came to mind was a derivative of a past 
car company’s slogan – “This IS your father’s Oldsmo-
bile.” The thing is cavernous.  Gone is the feel of a nimble 
car; the feeling of a cockpit. I got out thinking “What hap-
pened to my Honda?” Unfortunately, this phenomenon has 
not just occurred in Hondas.  At a time when fuel consump-

tion and greenhouse effect concerns are on the front page, 
the automobile is growing by leaps and bounds. I wondered 
if my concern (about growth) was based on fact or percep-
tion, so I created a table to chart the size/fuel economy evo-
lution of a few cars to (hopefully) discern what’s going on.  
I’ve used the Accord, Civic and Toyota’s Camry as exam-
ples, but this growth is indicative of most new cars. 

 
The table on the next page is pretty self explanatory. It 

should be noted that the years listed for each model reflect 
the final year of that model’s redesign (except the 08).   I 
used 4-door base models with base engines.  My sources 
were consumerguideauto.com and, for earlier models, 
auto.msn.com.  Here is what I can glean from this info. 

 
1.)  The inline 4 cylinder engine has been greatly im-

proved, and car manufacturers have done a fine job increas-
ing its horsepower. 

 
2.)  If an assessment was based solely on the numbers 

below, one could be led to believe that dimensions have not 
increased significantly.  Though increasing an average of 
7% in dimension, these cars have increased dramatically in 
volume. Set a 1989 Accord beside a 2008 Accord and 
you’ll have what looks like a Barry Bonds before and after 
picture. 

 
3.) Weight has increased significantly. 
 
4.) Technology, regarding fuel EFFICIENCY (not 

economy), has not kept up with this increase in weight. Us-
ing a ratio between miles per gallon and weight, it can be 
(somewhat) determined where we’re heading with fuel effi-
ciency.  Let’s take, for instance, the Accord.  Using the ra-
tio method (mpg/pounds) on the 1989 Accord, we see that 
the City ratio is .0108, and Highway ratio .0136.  This 
means that for every pound the car weighs, .0108/.0136 
mpg is required.  Fair enough, except that this ratio has de-
creased significantly on the 2008 model (.0067/.0094).  
Technology is NOT keeping up with the growth of the Ac-
cord.  If it were, we could apply the 1989 ratios (weight x 
ratio), and the 2008 Accord would (SHOULD) get 35.5 
CTY/44.7 HWY mpg. Sad indeed, and even more so as 
this ratio comparison is linear, meaning we’ve not (and 
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Model/Style/ 
Year 

Engine 
Type 

Engine 
Disp. HP 

Width 
(Inches) 

Height 
(Inches) 

Length 
(Inches) 

Wheel 
Base Weight 

MPG 
CTY 

MPG 
HWY 

Ratio 
City 

Ratio 
Hwy 

                          
Honda/ 

Accord 4D                       
2008 I4 2.4L 190 72.7 58.1 194.1 110 3289 22 31 0.0067 0.0094 
2007 I4 2.4L 166 71.6 57.1 191.1 107.9 3128 24 34 0.0076 0.0109 
2002 I4 2.3L 135 70.3 56.9 188.8 106.9 3009 22 29 0.0073 0.0096 
1997 I4 2.2L 130 70.1 55.9 188.4 106.9 2855 23 31 0.008 0.0108 
1993 I4 2.2L 125 67.5 55.1 186.8 107.1 2835 22 28 0.0077 0.0099 
1989 I4 2.0L 98 67.4 53.4 179.7 102.4 2500 27 34 0.0108 0.0136 

                          
% Change -  

Earliest - Latest   ↑20% ↑94% ↑8% ↑9% ↑8% ↑7% ↑32% 
↓18.5

% ↓9%     
Projected mpg of 
2008 model using 

1989 ratios                    34.7 44.7     
                          

Honda Civic 4D                         
2008 I4 1.8L 140 69 56.5 176.7 106.3 2690 25 36 0.0092 0.0133 
2005 I4 1.3L 115 67.5 56.7 175.4 103.1 2449 29 38 0.0118 0.0155 
2000 I4 1.6L 106 67.1 54.7 175.1 103 2319 29 36     
1995 I4 1.5L 102 66.9 51.7 173 103.2 2213 29 36     
1991 I4 1.6 108 66.7 53.5 168.8 98.4 2262 28 32     

                          
% Change -  

Earliest - Latest   ↑12.5% ↑30% ↑3% ↑6% ↑5% ↑8% ↑16% ↓11% ↑12.5%     
Projected mpg of 
2008 model using 

2005 ratios                 31.7 41.7     
                          

Toyota Camry 4D                         
2008 I4 2.4L 158 71.7 57.9 189.2 109.3 3262 21 31 0.0064 0.0095 
2006 I4 2.4L 154 70.7 58.3 189.2 107.1 3108 24 34     
2001 I4 2.2L 133 70.1 54.4 188.5 105.2 2998 23 32     
1996 I4 2.2L 125 69.7 55.1 187.8 103.1 2977 23 31     
1991 I4 2.0L 115 66.5 54.1 182.1 102.4 2690 26 34 0.0097 0.0126 

                          
% Change -  

Earliest - Latest   ↑20% ↑37% ↑8% ↑6% ↑4% ↑7% ↑21% ↓19% ↓9%     
Projected mpg of 
2008 model using 

1991 ratios                 31.64 41.1     

probably cannot) factor the degree in which advancement 
in technology masks our figures. In other words, without 
these advancements in technology incorporated into the 
2008 (compared to the less advanced 1989), the 2008’s de-
crease in mpg could be even more dramatic.  

 
Some say Government regulations have caused the 

automobile to grow.  Other say Americans are getting lar-
ger, therefore demanding larger cars.  Probably both true, to 
a degree.  However, car manufacturers play a major role in 
the design and efficiency of automobiles.  Tracking the 
evolution of the Accord, we see that Honda has chosen size 
over efficiency. I suspect manufacturers weigh what mpg 

the public will tolerate, and build within that parameter 
(rather than building the most efficient car possible).  It 
certainly appears Honda has done so with it’s now Full 
Sized Accord.  So, what does this all mean for us?  How do 
we counteract this upsizing?  First, we should be aware of 
our own perceptions of car models.  We perceive the Ac-
cord as small to mid-size, but this is no longer the case. 
Cars are growing, so it’s a good idea to consider a model 
line BELOW the car you’ve been driving. You may be sur-
prised to find it’s now similar to the car you’re accustomed 
to driving.  As Art wrote – “I never thought about the Civic 
growing to the size of the older Accords.  I think of Civics 
as small cars.  Accords have been ‘just right;’ Civics have 
always been ‘too small.’  Maybe I should reevaluate that.” 



(Continued on Page 11) 
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In September, 2006, I acquired my present project, a 
1959 TR3A, from a neighbor where it had been sitting 
on a trailer under a carport for the past 12 years.  He had 
begun the restoration but never finished it.  The rear 
wheels and axle were on it but the engine, transmission 
and front suspension were not.  It was interesting get-
ting it off the trailer and into my garage with no front 
wheels.  The odometer read 37,000 miles. Whether it 
has turned over I don’t know.  It was complete and the 
body panels are in surprisingly good condition. 

 
My aim is to do a body-off restoration myself. I be-

gan taking it apart and found a few sins.  The footwells 
in the cockpit had been under-coated, a real pain to re-
move.  There was a 6" x 2" hole on the driver’s side 
which I repaired by welding a patch piece.  There was a 
dent in the rear valance below the spare tire compart-
ment which I pulled out and patched.  The only new 
piece of metal I had to buy was the stiffener for the right 
rear inner fender. 

 
It was already in gray primer so stripping the paint 

wasn’t too hard.  I used a combination of Super-Strip 
and a stripping wheel attached to an electric drill.  As I 
soon learned this is not a job to be done in an enclosed 
garage.  The fumes from the chemical and the dust from 
the wheel are overwhelming.  I had to get this project 
outside.  I removed the rear axle and wheels and built a 
dolly out of 2x4s and 4 large castors.  Now I could 
move it outside for the messy work and let the fumes 
and dust go into my neighbors’ yards. 

 
 I removed most of the paint using this method and 

sandblasted the hard-to-reach areas.  The areas that 
showed pitting or signs of rust I used Eastwood’s Rust 
Encapsulator, the rest got Rustoleum gray primer just to 
get some protection before the final paint job. 

 
Last Labor Day I removed the body from the frame 

putting it on that same dolly and the frame on jack 
stands. It was fairly easy to move the frame outside us-

The Trials and  
Tribulations of a  

Triumph Restoration 
Rich Wilkins 

Rich Wilkins, left, gets a hand in getting his TR3A bod shell onto 
the homemade dolly he’s used for multiple purposes  

in the restoration. 



Triumph Restoration (Continued from  Page 10) 

Ypsilanti, Michigan 
August 4th-8th 
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ing a horizontal hand truck.  Once outside I could 
put it on sawhorses and strip the dirt and rust 
away.  I painted it using black Rust Encapsulator.  
POR-15 is just as good, but I’ve never been suc-
cessful at re-sealing the can and have had to throw 
a lot of it away.  I don’t have that problem with 
Rust Encapsulator.  

 
 I now began to assemble the front suspension.  

The previous owner had bead-blasted al of the 
parts and painted them.  So much so that I had to 
use a torch to free up the tie-rods so they could be 
adjusted.  With the front suspension on I installed 
the brakes, steering, rear suspension and axle, 
brake and fuel lines and emergency brake cables.  
It sure is easy to do all that with the body off.  

 
My neighbor had told me that he had rebuilt 

the engine, but did not have the proper tool to cen-
tralize the rear scroll-type oil seal.  So I took the 
engine apart to take care of that and sure enough 
there were brand new pistons, liners, bearings, etc.  
I replaced the front and rear seals on the transmis-
sion and installed it with the engine.  I hooked up 
the drive shaft, put the wheels on and now have a 
rolling chassis.  

 
Left to do is the sanding and finishing on the 

tub, stripping and finishing the body panels and 
the final paint job.  After that, the interior. 

 
I had hoped to complete it by Hunt Country, 

2008, but on January 26 my TR4 was in an acci-
dent so I'll be spending the next few months put-
ting that back together.  I guess after 19 years and 
166,000 miles the law of averages caught up to 
me.  

 
Regarding the TR3, this is not something I've 

done all by myself.  Valuable advice has come 
from Joe Cannon, Tom Delaney, Fred Thomas, 
Dean Tetterton, Bill Redinger, Larry Lyles and 
special thanks to Rich Townsend for his moral and 
liquid support. 

 
(Editor’s Note: This is the first in a series of articles 
on complete and partial restorations. We encourage 
you to send articles on your finished or in-progress 
projects) 

It’s like a planetary alignment for Triumph fans, only way 
cooler, since you can actually see it: Hundreds of historic Triumphs 
from around the globe are converging on Watkins Glen September 
3-7 for the Kastner Cup Vintage Race, presented by Classic Mo-
torsports magazine  
and Moss Motors.  

 
Among the luminaries will be the famed Group 44 factory race 

cars, the first production Triumph sports car, and - of course - Kas 
Kastner, the legendary Triumph tuner, racer and head of the North 
American Triumph Competition Department. 

 
It’s all part of the Sportscar Vintage Racing Association's U.S. 

Vintage Grand Prix, the Grand Prix the largest vintage race week-
end in the east. Kastner will present the Kastner Cup to the racer 
who best embodies the spirit of the marque and the event for the 
award. He’ll also be on hand to assist racers and talk to fans of the 
marque. 

 
TS01, a 1953 TR2 that holds the distinction of being the first 

production Triumph sports car off the line, will also be there. Joe 
Richards, who painstakingly restored TSO1 to its historic original 
specs, will be honored by Friends of Triumph, the North America-
based group of Triumph racers and race fans. 

 
Triumph enthusiasts and racers will also be welcomed into the 
Friends of Triumph Hospitality Tent and into the town of Watkins 
Glen, where the local Chamber of Commerce organizes the yearly 
Grand Prix Festival on Friday.  

 
Triumph enthusiasts have an opportunity to enter in a Triumph-only 
road rally, and selected SVRA race cars will make a trip down from 
the track, park on display, and then take parade laps of the original 
6.6 mile street circuit.  

 
For more information on this weekend of vintage and historic rac-
ing go to ClassicMotorsports.net/kastner-cup or contact Tim Baxter 
at baxter@classicmotorsports.net. 

Kastner Cup Vintage Race 
Robert MacKenzie 



R is for Ready 
Bill Goodwin 
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I’m not quite sure yet, but, Me thinks it’s almost spring.  
Now is the time to make ready your car for the summer.  
Last week with the weather cool and almost comfy I got my 
fleet ready.  Oil changed, trunions lubed, fluids checked 
and the like.  Each car got a through going over.  I even 
replaced the doggy windscreen washer motor in my Herald 
convertible.  I also installed a cigar lighter in the dash for a 
place to plug in my new GPS.  A friend made a bracket to 
attach the unit to the ash tray.  This way it’s easy to view 
and not in the windscreen.   

 
If you are thinking of a GPS I found that TOM TOM 

will work with either positive or negative earth.  I bought 
the GPS for use in our upcoming trip to Ireland and Eng-
land in July.  We are doing the self drive tour of Ireland.  
Having been there before I can tell you maps are fine but if 
you miss a turn, “you be lost.”  Ireland is easy compared to 
England!  Sign? What Sign?  While in England I will have 
the first chance to check out and drive the Dolomite I 
bought last year.   

This brings me back to R is for Ready.  My Dolomite is 
a 72, 1850.  According to the commission number it’s a 
very early model.  The car has been re-powered with a TR7 
2L engine.  Lot’s of bling under the bonnet.  Me good mate 
Carl Shakespeare who is keeping the car found the water 
pump was leaking.  I understand this has been sorted and 

car has gone for its annual MOT inspection.  Car is now 
ready for outings and the up coming RBRR in October.  
Carl, who owns a Dolomite Sprint, has some work to make 
his ready.   Major engine work needed.   When he was told 
the car needed new big end (rod) and mMain bearings, he 
found that no good quality bearings could be found in Eng-
land!  Seems what is available will only last about 20,000 
miles!  Hummmm not good!  Carl asked me to look over 
here hoping to find Vandervells.  As you know Vandervells 
are no longer made.  Luck Here!  A few quick calls and I 
found em!  Good thing SAAB uses the same ones.  A note 
for all who own a TR7 as they also use the same.  These are 
getting hard, very hard, to find.  A friend who Rally’s with 
me owns a SAAB restoration shop in Wilmington, Dela-
ware and had them in stock.  It looks as if Carl’s car will be 
up and running soon.  Carl is also entered in the RBRR.   

 
As you know I am an advocate of driving our cars.  The 

club has plenty of events this year.  We start the season off 
with BOG, I’ll have two of my Heralds there and looking 
for a good turn out.  The first weekend in May, Carl and I 
will be in south Jersey for the spring Rally.   Besides our 
BIG trip, we will also do the October Rally plus the RBRR.  
We hope to make as many club events as time permits.  
This is going to be a full year with lots of driving miles.   
Remember if you leave two cars in the garage they will 
only multiply!  I know!   

 
Back to Ready:  Dave Pearson of Canley’s Classics in 

Coventry sent a note that he wants me to have the “Herald 
Stretch Limo.”  He said it goes for its MOT this month and 
it will be ready for my visit in July and we can drive it 
straight to the docks in Southampton!  Carol said NO!  The 
Limo is a custom one off built by Dave in his shop.  Can 
you envision a 22 foot Herald?  Oh well, one can dream.  
Ok, time’s a wasting!  Go get your car or cars ready and 
drive em!  More exciting events next time. 

Bill Goodwin’s Dolomite at home in the UK. 

The (one and only?) Herald limousine 



CLASSIFIED 
 

CTR assumes no responsibility for quality or condition of 
merchandise listed herein.  All transactions resulting from listings 
are strictly between buyer and seller. 
 
NOTE: Ads for CTR members shall run on a space available basis 
for 3 issues.   To rerun, please resubmit your ad at end of  period.   
Other ads are space available only. 
 
Wanted to buy.   Early TR6.  Pre-1974, with earlier cars 
preferred.  Excellent driver condition, rust free, 
mechanically sound, very presentable.  Yellow, blue, red or 
sienna preferred.    Contact Bill S. at 301-651-6083 or 
wsteinman@pogolaw.com 

Items for Sale: 
 
1973 Triumph GT6 Mk III $1,500.  Steel wheel car, 2000cc 
6cyl, 4 speed, good rubber mounted on TR7 wheels.  Relatively 
complete including drivetrain; some minor underhood and inte-
rior parts missing. Very limited rust.  Ran when stored.  Excel-
lent winter restoration project. 
  
1973 Triumph GT6 Mk III Body Tub $800.  Triumph GT6 
late model body tub, relatively complete (minus hood). Tub was 
taken off frame and stored.  Minor easily fixable body ding, little 
or no rust.  Great buy if you are restoring a GT-6 or want to turn 
your Mark III or 1500 Spitfire into a Hard Top car (bolts up).  
 
Triumph GT6 Motor $7500.  Roller rockers, Tubular Push 
rods, balanced/blue-printed, dual row timing chain, +.040 flat top 
forged pistons,  lightened balanced rods, ARP Hardware through-
out, lightened balanced flywheel/clutch assembly plus much, 
much more….race-ready or Auto-X engine.  
 
Call Bob (301) 241-4911 or (301) 524-5989 (cell).  Additional 
info and pix scorpionracing@yahoo.com 

More Items for Sale: 
 
Triumph GT6, Spitfire, and TR7 Wheels $250/set of 5.  Five 
(5) 5 ½” X 13” wheels with 3 ¼  inch backspace, slotted alumi-
num.  Add that classic 60s-70s look to your British Sports Car.  
Sold as a set only.  
Triumph TR6 Transmission (Reconditioned) $1,500. TR6 
tranny completely rebuilt for project car that was never finished. 
Trans is perfect!  Annular (Hydraulic T/O bearing) also available 
at additional expense. 
 
Yard Sale:  We discovered two or three sets (left and right) of 
Triumph GT6 swing axle assemblies on a shelf in the back room 
of the race shop.  All are “take-off” parts in good or rebuildable 
shape.  These parts give you Spitfire Race/Auto-X/Street guys a 
bigger brake/bigger lower control arm option. $150 per side.  
 
TR7 Headers $100 each.  Two (2) available.  Brand new. 
 
Really Cool Tow Vehicle or Recreational Use Vehicle! $15,000.  
1994 Ford E350 Diesel Dually 4X4 Ambulance!  7.3 Litre Die-
sel, Factory 4X4, A/T, P/S, P/B, 104K original miles, F and Rear 
A/C (super cold!), 10K custom hitch, new brake controller, 8 pin 
trailer connector, stainless steel rear step bumper, 12V/110V ser-
vice, amazing amount of waterproof lockable exterior storage, 
more interior storage than you could imagine!  Exterior lighting 
makes for easy parking at night, new front and rear brakes, recent 
full service engine/chassis. Refrigerator and microwave included.  
Nice interior!  Sleeps two on a queen size removable platform 
bed. Lights/siren/PA/CD all work, and are great fun for camping! 
 
Snap-On KRA-4100 Series Collector’s Item...Near Perfect Con-
dition parts stored in tool box but never used in shop for tools. 
New $3500...$2500.00  
 
Call Bob (301) 241-4911 or (301) 524-5989 (cell).  Additional 
info and pix scorpionracing@yahoo.com 

Mystery Photo 
Contest 

 
Who is the young 
man hard at work 

washing this  
Triumph? 

No one guessed - it’s 
Daniel Mitchell shown at 
far left with the TR7 he oc-
casionally lets his father, 
Lionel, drive. 
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EVENTS 
 
All listings including  “*CTR*” are events for which  club 
participation points will be awarded. 
 
Apr 19 - Annual GW Parkway Run – Meet 9:30 at Turkey 
Run Park at the Cabin John Bridge end of GW Parkway.  
We’ll do the Parkway to Mount Vernon, then turn around 
and have lunch near Collingwood.  Excellent Event! , Paul 
Scuderi, tr6_guy@hotmail.com  *CTR* 
Apr 20 - 9th Annual British and European Car Show at the 
Williamsburg Winery, Williamsburg, VA  
www.wmbgbrit.com 
Apr 23 - BOG stuffing party at Joe Cannon’s.  We need 
ya!, Tom Burke, tburke4@aol.com  
Apr 26 - British Invitational Autocross, Bowie, MD, 
Capital Driving Club, Ed Chan 
Apr 27 - 11th annual Britain on the Green (BOG), 
Collingwood Library, Alexandria, VA *CTR* 
May 2-4 - Northeast Rally Club Spring Rally, NJ, Bill 
Goodwin 
May 3 - “Get Your Hands Dirty” Tech Session, Molding 
Small Plastic Parts,  Matt Schipani, 
matt@ashburnsoftware.com or 703-724-1573   *CTR* 
May 3 - British Car Show, Lewes, DE 
May 10 - Springtime in the Smokies for British cars and 
motorcycles.  club.hemmings.com/blountbc/index.html 
May 13 - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi, 
tr6_guy@hotmail.com  
May 16-18 - Carlisle Import, Kit and Replica Show.  
Carlisle PA 
May 17 - Possible joint event with the MG Club 
May 18 - BOG TGIO, Tom Burke, tburke4@aol.com 
May 24 - Knock the Dust Off (KDO) Annapolis Run 
*CTR* 
May 31 - The Brits are Back at Hope Lodge, Ft. 
Washington, PA, Steve Klein (610) 825-2617 or 
klassiccar@aol.com 
May 31-Jun 8 - “Drive Your British Car” Week, 
www.britishcarweek.org 
Jun 1 - British Car Day, Adamstown, MD, 
www.chesapeakechaptermgtclub.com *CTR* 
Jun 7 - GYHD Tech Session  - Anyone in need?  Paul 
Scuderi - tr6_guy@hotmail.com  *CTR* 
Jun 7 - British Bash Car Show, Louisville, KY, Craig 
Holmes cbhlouky@bellsouth.net 
Jun 8 - Orphan Car Tour, Hampstead, MD Jon Battle, 703-
392-6870 or TourDirector@orphancartour.org 
Jun 15 (Updated Date!)  - Brits on the Bay, Virginia 
Wesleyan College, Norfolk, VA,  
www.tidewatertriumphs.org 

Jun 15 - Sully Antique Car Show, Chantilly, VA, Bill 
Benedict , 703-430-2441  
Jun 19-21 - TRF Summer Party, Armagh, PA *CTR* 
Jun 21 - KDO Run – Evening drive up Beach Drive, 
Rock Creek Park, DC.  Paul Scuderi,  
tr6_guy@hotmail.com *CTR* 
Jun 29 - Take Your Triumph Out to the Ball Game, 
Bowie, MD, Bruce Hislop, bmhislop@hotmail.com  
*CTR* 
Jul 5 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Jul 12 - Damascus Days Car Show – Over 250 Street 
Rods…..and hopefully a good number of British Cars 
too.  We have our own “field” just across from the Rod 
show. Paul Scuderi, tr6_guy@hotmail.com 
Jul 15 - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Jul 19 - Lucas Tour, Night Ride with Paul Edelstein, 
pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com *CTR* 
Jul 26 - Car, Truck and Motorcycle Show, Manassas Park 
High School, VA, Rich Townsend 
Aug 2 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Aug 4-8 - North American Triumph Challenge (VTR 
National Convention), Ypsilanti, MI, www.natc2008.com 
*CTR* 
Aug 16 - KDO Beach Run *CTR* 
Aug 24 - Cruisin’ for Crustaceans, Art Fournier *CTR* 
Sep 6 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Sep 14 - Virginia Scottish Games British Car Show, Sky 
Meadow, Delaplane, VA 
Sep 16  - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Sep 20 - KDO Civil War Run *CTR* 
Sep 20 - Edgar Rohr Memorial Car Meet, Bull Run 
Region, Antique Automobile Club of America, 
www.aaca.org/bullrun or Nicki Hudson, 540-522-6533 
Sep 21 - Meeting of the Marques, Boiling Springs, PA 
Sep 27 - MGs on the Rocks, Belair, MD 
Oct 3-5 - American British Reliability Run 
Oct 4 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Oct 12 - Hunt Country Classic followed by CTR Picnic, 
Lionel Mitchell *CTR* 
Oct 18-19 - KDO Antietem Run and Overnighter *CTR* 
Oct 18 - Brits by the Bay, Triumphs Around the  
Chesapeake (TRAC), Pasadena, MD, www.tracltd.org 
Oct 18 - Rockville Classic and Antique Car Show 
Oct 24-26 - Northeast Rally Club Fall Rally, DE 
Nov 1 - T4, VA location *CTR* 
Nov 15 - Air & Space Museum Run *CTR* 
Nov 18 - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Dec 6 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Dec 7 - Holiday Party, MD location *CTR* 
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Membership Renewal / Application 
For renewals with unchanged status, return your mailing label. 

 
Name   ____________________________    
 
Address____________________________ 
 
             ____________________________ 
 
             ____________________________ 
 
 
Phone   ____________________________ 
 
E-mail   ____________________________ 
 
TRIUMPH’s owned__________________ 
 
              ____________________________ 
 
Newsletter Preference:  Electronic _______   
 
                                       Paper        _______ 

 
Annual Dues - $25.00, or 

2 years for $45.00  SAVE $5.00!!! 
 

Checks Payable to C.T.R. 
Please complete this form and return to: 

 
Matt Schipani 

44333 Silkworth Terrace 
Ashburn, VA 20147 

CLUB OFFICERS 
President Paul Scuderi (240) 876-7222  
 Damascus  tr6_guy@hotmail.com   
Vice President  Lionel Mitchell (703) 754-7362 
 Haymarket  haymarket4@verizon.net 
Secretary John Buescher (703) 522-6571 
 Arlington  John.Buescher@hqda.army.mil 
Treasurer Rich Smalling (703) 430-0920 
 Sterling  RJSmalling@aol.com  
Events Directors Rich Townsend (540) 788-4588 
 Catlett  retownsendjr@comcast.net 
  Bill Goodwin  (301) 870-8594  
 Bryantown  redrag@radix.net 
Club Liaison Bruce Hislop (410) 721-9411 
 Crofton  BMHislop@hotmail.com  
Membership Matt Schipani (703) 724-1573 
 Ashburn  matt@ashburnsoftware.com    
Members-at-Large Paul Edelstein (703) 914-0507      
 Annandale  pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com 
            RJ Fortwengler (703) 243-6426  
  Arlington   fortwenr@nasdaq.com 
  Karl Johnson        (703) 978-4968  
 Fairfax  ktjark@aol.com 
  Joe Cannon (703) 280-4104 
 Fairfax   jpc8904@yahoo.com  
BOG Coordinator Tom Burke (703) 354-1361 
 Annandale  tburke4@aol.com 
  Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337 
 Dale City  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 

 
CTR website  

www.capitaltriumphregister.com 

THE STANDARD 
Published by the Capital Triumph Register 

Editor,  Art Fournier   
4729 Willows Road, Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732-4221 

Phone  - (410) 535-0690 
E-mail  -  artfournier@comcast.net 

 

The Standard welcomes any submitted material for publication; 
however, neither its editor nor the CTR accept responsibility for 
accuracy of article content or any damage or injury resulting from 
suggested modifications.  Articles may be submitted in writing, by 
mail, fax, or e-mail.  Photos are also very welcome.  If any material 
must be returned,  please include self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

Advisors 
  

TR2 & 3 Tom Delaney (301) 898-1887 
  redcarnut@comcast.net 
TR4 Keith Dunklee  (703) 521-2245   
  dunklee61@msn.com  
TR250 & 6 Arleigh Cottrell  (301) 627-6637 
  RaceNutz@aol.com   
 Joe Cannon  (703) 280-4104 
  jpc8904@yahoo.com 
TR7 & 8 Paul Edelstein  (703) 914-0507 
  pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com  
GT6             George Earwaker (703) 204-1104 
Herald Bill Goodwin (301) 870-8594  
  redrag@radix.net    
Spitfire Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337 
  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 
Stag Glenn Minucci  (301) 862-5433 
  gminucci@paxr.veridian.com  
Autocross Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337  
  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 
Racing           Ira Schoen (703) 698-1691 
  pterodactyl711@aol.com 
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Photo Credits 
 

Pages 1, 4 and 5  - Stephen Oertwig 
Page 2 - Art Fournier 

Page 5 - Lionel Mitchell, Stephen Oertwig and Rich Townsend 
Page 6 - John Buescher; Page 7 - a kind Kentuckian 

Page 10 - Lionel Mitchell 
Page 12 - courtesy of Bill Goodwin 

Page 13 - Nancy Mitchell 

The Capital Triumph Register
is a chapter of
The Vintage Triumph Register,
6-Pack, and
The Triumph Register of America

THE STANDARD 4729 Willows Road
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732-4221

TRIUMPH TRIVIA:  What was the first six-cylinder 
Triumph marketed in the United States? 

The Sports Six was introduced in the United States in 
1962.  Available only as a convertible in the United States, 
and sold as the Vitesse in other markets, the car was basi-
cally a six-cylinder version of the Herald.  The most no-
ticeable outward differences  were four headlights instead 
of two. 

Deadline for  
the next issue of  
The Standard: 

May 9th! 

CTR 
Regalia 
Contact Charlie Brown at  703-878-1337 or  
charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 
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Team BOG 
Here are some of the many volunteers who made BOG 2008 a success despite the damp, chilly weather: 

On the sidewalk (left to right):  Penny Johnson, Rebecca Edelstein, Kim Rowland, and Stephen Prior 
First step:  Karl Johnson, Paul and Sharon Edelstein, Matt Schipani, and Charlie Brown 

Second step:  Paul Scuderi, RJ Fortwengler, Bill Goodwin, Bruce Hislop, Tom and Mary Burke 
Third step:  Rich Wilkins, Lionel Mitchell, John Buescher, Rich Smalling, Art Fournier, Earl Hill and Rich Townsend 

For more on BOG 2008, please see page 3, 4 and 5. 

  THE   STANDARD 
The Official Publication of the 

Capital Triumph Register  
Volume XX,  Number 5,  May 2008 
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CTR Happenings 
John Tokar’s Vintage Restorations Open House 
 

The Capital Triumph Register has received an invitation 
from John Tokar.  His new shop is having an Open House on 
Sunday, May 18th, in conjunction with Depot Day, an annual 
activity sponsored by the town of Union Bridge, Mary-
land.  There will be a classic car display on the grounds of his 
shop, and we are cordially invited to display cars. His web-
site:  www.vintagerestorationsltd.com has more info and direc-
tions.  

 
BOG TGIO 
 

The BOG TGIO has been rescheduled to May 25th from 
May 18th.  The event will be held at the Scuderi’s in Damascus, 
Maryland.  For specifics, contact Paul at 240-876-7222 or 
TR6_guy@hotmail.com 
 
British Car Week 
 

British Car Week 2008 is May 31st through June 8th.  Dur-
ing this time, find every excuse possible to take your car from 
under its dust cover and out of the garage.  For more, go to the 
British Car Week website:  http://www.britishcarweek.org/ 
 
The Original British Car Day 
 

The Cheasapeake Chapter of the New England MG ‘T’ 
Register is hosting the Original British Car Day show on June 
1st at Lilypons Water Gardens in Adamstown, MD.  People 
wishing to register their motorcar may download the flyer from 
the website, (link below) or wait for the mailer. 
http://www.chesapeakechaptermgtclub.com/08BCD/
OBCD2008Flyer_v2.pdf 
 

CTR always has a good turn out for BCD - see you there! 
 
Sully Antique Car Show 
 

The George Washington Chapter of the Model A Ford Club 
of America will hold its 35th annual Antique Car Show at the 
Sully Historic Site in Chantilly, Virginia, on Father’s Day, June 
15, 2008.  Participation is limited to vehicles manufactured in 
1974 or earlier.  Only pre-registered cars are eligible to be 
judged.  Additional information is available on the web at  
www.GWCModelA.com or from Bill Benedict at 703-430-
2441. 
 

May 2008 

Looking back at The Standard: 
 
Volume V, Number 5 
May 1993 

Brits on the Bay 
 

The Tidewater Triumph Register is having their 
7th annual Brits ON the Bay British car and motorcy-
cle show on Sunday, June 15th, 2008 in Norfolk, Vir-
ginia.  They had a representative at BOG (who won an 
award with his TR7, to boot!), so it would be great if 
we could support them by attending.  More informa-
tion about the show is on their website: 
http://www.tidewatertriumphs.org/BOB2008.html 
  

Registration form can be found at: 
http://www.tidewatertriumphs.org/Images/
BOB2008%20Registration.pdf 

 
Welcome CTR’s Newest Members 
 

 Michael Rea, Winchester, VA, TR6 
 Paul Dodero, Gainesville, VA 
 Mike Dunlap, Haymarket, VA, red 1976 TR7 
 Earl Hill, Annandale, VA, gray 1961 TR3B 

 
E-Mail Event Notification 
 

 Please make sure we have your up-to-date e-mail 
address so that you don’t miss out on news of CTR 
events!  And please don’t forget to give us your new 
mailing addresses and phone numbers when they 
change. 

The lead article in the May 1993 edition of The 
Standard was a recap of the club’s overnight trip to the 
Pennsylvania Dutch countryside of Lancaster County.  
Nineteen members took part in the expedition led by 
Carole and Ray Aranda. 

 
The club held its second car show as part of the 

Southern Maryland Celtic Festival.  Twelve cars par-
ticipated.  The winners in the popular choice voting 
were Keith Dunklee with his TR4, Charlie Brown with 
his Spitfire, and Glenn Minucci with his Stag.  This 
show would eventually form the basis for Britain on 
the Green. 

 
Other articles featured plans for the Original Brit-

ish Car Day and the Roadster Factory Summer Party. 
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This Day Call’d BOG 

On April 27th, 120 plus hardy cars and drivers and hundreds of spectators braved a rain-soaked field to attend Britain on 
the Green 2008. The weather was cloudy and damp, but the smiles on every face drove the clouds away and fun was had by 
all.  

  
The indomitable BOG staff stood up to the weather and adapted to the adverse conditions quickly and with the profes-

sional skill that makes this show such a pleasure. More than one person said, “The weather looked iffy, but I know how 
hard you all work to put this show on, and I couldn’t NOT come.” 

  
Charlie Brown’s 2008 BOG poster reflected the blooming dogwoods and brilliant cars and, while some of us recall the 

infamy of the 2002 BOG, when three inches of rain submerged the show, the 2008 BOG was remarkable in that the organiz-
ers, the entrants, and the spectators met the weather on that field and rose above it to enjoy the day. 

  
It calls to mind another day, long ago, with apologies to William Shakespeare and the brave men who fought at Agin-

court in 1415. And with regrets to those who missed BOG 2008 who will never know how much fun we all had. 
 
 
This day was call’d BOG.  
On mud and joy of British cars did we feast that misty day in April. 
  
Old men forget, yet all will remember Britain On The Green 2008.  
They that brought their treasured steel upon the glistening field,  
deep with Potomac clay, will wash their wheels,  
and on some warm and sunny day, shall say,  
“This mud I gained at BOG, and proud was I to be there with my band of brothers” 
 
And those who kept their English cars in bed on that wet but glorious day, shall think 
themselves accurs’d and hold their gearshifts cheap while any 
speak of those who climb’d Collingwood’s Hill on this day call'd BOG. 
 
Tom Burke 
 (who was born on Crispin’s Day, a mere five hundred and thirty-four years later) 

A MG TD and a TR6 successfully take on the Hill Climb Challenge at BOG 2008 
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BOG 2008 Awards 

Best of Show:  Michael Perlberg, 1961 
grey Jaguar Mark IX 
 
Triumph Spitfire and GT6:  1st Matt 
Schipani *, 1972 pimento GT6; 2nd Paul 
Geithner, 1978 green and white Spitfire; 
3rd Tom Costigan *, 1975 British racing 
green Spitfire 
 
Triumph TR2 and TR3:  1st Fred Mit-
tleman *, 1960 café-au-lait TR3A 
 
Triumph TR4 and TR4A:  1st Paul Bill-
ings, 1967 green TR4A; 2nd Peter Young, 
1964 blue TR4 
 
Triumph TR5 and TR250:  1st RJ Fort-
wengler *, 1968 British racing green 
TR250 
 
Triumph TR6 Early:  1st Pat Marino *, 
1970 red TR6; 2nd Paul Edelstein *, 1971 
damson TR6; 3rd Bill Chism *, 1971 blue 
TR6 
 
Triumph TR6 Late:  1st Robert Fabie *, 
1975 white TR6; 2nd Carter Sensabaugh 
*, 1976 forest green TR6; 3rd Stephen 
Beaulieu, 1974 pimento TR6 
 
Triumph TR7 and TR8:  1st Marvin 
Dean Cox, 1980 royal blue TR8 coupe; 
2nd Ed Smith, 1980 Inca yellow TR7 
 
Triumph Other:  1st Harlan Schufeldt, 
1960 silver Italia; 2nd Bill Goodwin *, 
1965 red Herald estate 
 
MG Early:  1st Stephen Mefferd, 1947 
black MG TC; 2nd Joe Cannon *, 1953 
red MG TD; 3rd James Tierney, 1946 
grey MG TC 
 
MGA:  1st Brian Taylor, 1959 old Eng-
lish white MGA 

New Mini:  1st Mark Matarella, 2005 
chili red Cooper S Cabrio 
 
Jaguar Sedan:  1st Michael Perl-
berg, 1961 grey Mark IX; 2nd Sara 
Rosenfield, 1963 silver gray Mark II 
3.8L 
 
Jaguar Sports:  1st Jake Kreeger, 
1954 black XK 120; 2nd Janet Iag-
nemmo, 1957 old English white 
Drophead Coupe; 3rd Francis Stew-
art, 1973 E Type 2+2 
 
Lotus:  1st Vincent Auletta, 1967 
British racing green Super Seven; 2nd 
Kevin Moehn, 1973 black Lotus Eu-
ropa; 3rd Brendan Bahr, 2006 red 
Elise 
 
Land Rover:  1st Paul Lewis, 1978 
bronze green 1001 Forward Control 
 
Rover:  1st Jose Scoseria, 1968 burnt 
grey P6 2000TC; 2nd Brian Allorn, 
1969 green P6 
 
Rolls Royce and Bentley:  1st John 
Bays, 1933 Rolls Royce 20/35 Lim-
ousine; 2nd Brian O’Connell, 1950 
black and tan Bentley Mk VI; 3rd 
Akin Davis, 1936 green Bentley 4 ½ 
Litre 
 
Sunbeam:  1st Joe Parlanti, 1966 
British racing green Tiger; 2nd Rick 
Kellett, 1964 blue Harrington Alpine 
 
Special Interest:  1st Christopher 
McArdle, 1966 silver TVR Griffin; 
2nd Steven Davison, 1980 black 
cherry Aston Martin V8 Vantage; 3rd 
Don and Sue Henderson, 1953 green 
Lanchester LJ-200 
 
* CTR member 

MGB Early:  1st Ned and Pattie 
Shields. 1968 green MGB; 2nd Jim Stu-
art, 1966 burgundy MGB 
 
MGB Late:  1st Ken Nagel, 1980 black 
MGB; 2nd Todd Hahn, 1978 yellow 
MGB; 3rd Linda Flickinger, 1979 red 
MGB 
 
MGB GT: 1st E. Ruth Arnold, 1974 ½ 
white MGB GT 
 
Morgan:  1st Frank Huffman, 1959 
cream and brown Plus 4; 2nd Robert 
Hyman, 2006 Caunaught green Road-
ster; 3rd L. and M. DeBrish/Riehle, 
2005 red and silver Roadster 
 
Austin Healey 100:  1st Eric Parlet, 
1953 corona cream BN1 
 
Austin Healey 3000:  1st Sam Camp-
bell, 1967 red 3000 Mk III; 2nd Mi-
chael and Mary Oritt, 1960 blue 3000 
BN7; 3rd Jack White, 1967 blue and 
white BJ8 
 
Austin Healey Sprite and MG 
Midget:  1st Erik Nyce 1959 white 
Austin Healey Sprite 
 
Classic Mini:  1st Don Baier, 1961 
yellow Austin Mini Cooper; 2nd Frank 
Parsons, 1973 silver blue Austin Mini 
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BOG 2008 - Some of the People 

Rebecca Edelstein and Kim Rowland 

Matt Scipani and Joe Cannon 

Lionel and Nancy Mitchell 

Earl Hill Sharon Edelstein Roger Morrison 

Bill Goodwin 

Sheila Skipper and RJ Fortwengler 

Penny Johnson and Mary Burke 

Bruce Hislop 

Charlie Brown 
Stephen Prior, Rich Wilkins  

and Fred Mittleman 

Rich the T crosses the finish line 

Paul Scuderi and John Buescher 

Fran Scuderi 

Paul Malandrino 



(Continued on Page 8) 
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Ask Me How I Know 
Wedge Fuel Filler Well Woes 

Bruce Hislop 

One member of the Restorers Anonymous “subgroup” 
was having problems getting and keeping his wedge run-
ning.  Removal of the float bowls on the carburetors 
showed that water in the fuel was the culprit.  As the car sat 
last winter (when the previous owner was in charge) the 
water in the bowls mixed with the gas and turned into a gel, 
thereby keeping the floats from working efficiently.  Fur-
ther, there still was water in the fuel system. All is fixed; all 
parts were cleaned, flushed, replaced where necessary and 
reassembled (but not polished). 

 
However, the question remained as to how so much wa-

ter can enter the fuel system.  It was way too much (about 
one-half pint) to be condensation.  This led to investigation 
and discussion among the RA.  It seems that the problem 
was water getting into the gas tank with heavy rains.  The 
rubber gasket around the top of the filler neck apparently 
wasn’t sealing well enough, and the “well” that the filler 
neck sits in has no real draining mechanism to speak 
of.  Water filled the well and seeped into the filler neck 
(past the gasket) and into the tank.  This water, of course, 
made its way into the carburetor bowls.  

 
It was duly noted that the gas cap well is a problem 

waiting to happen and plastic and ugly to boot. Even if it 
drains properly, it collects dirt and crap that just has to end 
up in the filler tube if you try to dig it out. One member 
stated that he’d like to replace it with a modern chrome flip 
cap like on the Mitsubishi Eclipse.  This was identified as 
blasphemy, but since we’re a support group, there was no 
derision. 

 
Another member stated, “I’ve often wondered how the 

area around the gas cap drains, and now I know: it does-
n’t!  What were they thinking?  Oh, forgot, they weren’t!” 

 
This is partly true.  True, the area doesn’t drain, but this 

wasn’t really an oversight in design.  The well theoretically 
has a draining mechanism.  (When you read this, be sure to 
add your own air quotes around that last part.)  In the older 
model wedges (large gas cap), around the sides of the plas-
tic insert are 3 slots that serve as drainage.   The newer 
wedges (little gas cap type) are supposed to have a gap 
around the filler neck that drains the water that collects in 
that ingenious well around the gas cap. Now, that doesn't 

mean that it actually drains anything, any more than the 
EGR valve actually recirculates. 

 
In the boot, there is a box-like structure around the filler 

neck hose.  Inside the box one can see the filler neck.  The 
box is open on the bottom, so any water (or spilled petrol) 
should drain from the well into the box and onto the ground.  
Attentive owners will keep those very small slots or the gap 
cleaned out.  It takes only a little crud and a minimal amount 
of water to work past that crusty rubber gasket around the 
gas cap and into the tank (AMHIK). Cleaning out that well 
without sending crud into the tank is next to impossible. 

 
Cleaning the well is much easier if you have the smaller 

cap:  keep the cap on and blast the well with air from your 
air compressor.  This is a bit tougher with the larger 
cap.  Alternately, you can take off the cap, stuff a rag into 
the filler neck and blow away any gunk.  (Then take the rag 
out carefully.) 

 
Don’t even try to remove the gunk with your stubby little 

fingers.  The filler neck will mock your opposable thumb 
and finger and suck in a big chunk of unknown, semi-
decayed plant matter gunk onto the little flap that “guards” 
the filler pipe.  When (not if) this happens, note three things: 

 
1) The little flap is hinged on one end and free to open/

close on the other, opposite side. 
 
2) The little flap no longer closes completely on that 

opposite side and leaves a little crescent-shaped opening. 
 
3) This is exactly where the chunk of gunk has landed. 
 
Fight the urge to stick your finger in there and remove 

the gunk.  Remember, you used your fingers to clean out the 
well in the first place.  So, how’d that work for you?  Are 
you sure it’s wise to let your fingers do the walking 
again?  Didn’t think so. 

 
Thinking back to your fluid dynamics class, you might 

remember the Bernoulli Principle.  Using the air compressor 
that you should have used originally, blow across the top of 
the filler neck to create a low pressure area within the filler 
pipe which will pick up the gunk and safely remove 
it.  That’s the theory.  Like all things in physics, the real-
world application introduces enough variables to invalidate 
your expectations.  When this doesn't work, “scoop” the 
gunk out with Q-tips. 

 
The testament from a RA member:  “This morning, 
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GW Parkway Run 

Saturday, April 19th provided perfect weather for 
CTR’s annual George Washington Parkway run.  The GW 
Parkway is, of course, that beautiful stretch of road that 
runs along the Virginia side of the Potomac River from 
near the Cabin John Bridge in the north to Mount Vernon 
in the south.  Okay, the part that runs through Old Town 
Alexandria can be a little tedious, but the remainder is 
great. 

 
Each year we meet at Turkey Run Park before heading 

south down the Parkway.  Oops, Turkey Run Park was pad-
locked this year.  The service road on the Parkway side of 
the gate became cluttered with Triumphs, SUVs belonging 
to joggers, and a school bus wait-
ing to pick up its load of stu-
dents.  Ah well, coffee and donuts 
courtesy of tour organizer Paul 
Scuderi were enjoyed by the 
side of the road. 

 
In Rosslyn, we crossed over 

the Key Bridge into the District 
for a short side trip around the 
monuments before heading 
back into Vir- ginia on the Me-
morial Bridge.  Oops, where did 
Fred Mittleman and Diane Page’s and Tim Cornish’s TR3s 
and Sherman Taffel’s Solstice go?  Maybe they’ll catch up 
with the rest of us – Paul Scuderi, Matt Schipani, Art 
Fournier, Patrick Carter and Jay Christopher, Rich Bohan, 
Mike Grone and Lionel Mitchell – at the Columbia Island 
Marina.  Nope. 

 
Time to press on past National Airport, Alexandria and 

Collingwood to Mount Vernon.  Hey, isn’t that Fred Mittle-

man standing by the traffic circle waving his hat.  Back to-
gether again.  Most of us then pressed on to Primo’s near 
Alexandria for lunch.  Beautiful day, pleasant roads, great 
cars, and car talk – a Saturday in the spring doesn’t get 
much nicer than that! 

By the padlocked gate at Turkey Run. 

On the move down the George Washington Parkway. 

Columbia Island Marina with the Pentagon in the background. Triumphs around the Tidal Basin. 



Ask Me How I Know  (Continued from  Page 6) 
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Ypsilanti, Michigan 
August 4th-8th 

From the Office 
 of the VP 
Lionel Mitchell 

This is not a series of articles, and it’s probably unau-
thorized.  But it’s the zeitgeist of the political age for a VP 
to usurp authority (and deny accountability). So, here is my 
appeal to club members to get involved. 

 
You’ve heard it many times: It’s your club.  Get in-

volved and make it what you want it to be.  It’s become a 
trite appeal, but it’s true.  We’re upping the ante by having 
more tech sessions, more driving events, more social 
events, not to mention setting up an on-line forum to en-
courage participation and technical information exchange 
and to promote communication.  Not everyone can partici-
pate in all of the events, but there’s quantity and variety 
such that there’s something for everyone.  The emphasis is 
grassroots direction of what the club should be about. 

 
So what, you say.  What does that mean for me?  We 

just had a successful Britain on the Green show in spite of a 
cool, cloudy day.  That happened in large part because of a 
relatively small cadre of dedicated club members.  Don’t 
take it for granted.  BOG is something special, and more 
than just for CTR members.  It’s the premier event in the 
spring for the British car community in the D.C. area and 
beyond.  Other car clubs count on us to host.  BOG.  Some 
even call or email before we get the web site updated ask-
ing if are we having the show.  British car shows are be-

coming causalities of lack of commitment.  Several 
shows have been cancelled this year.  Let’s not let this 
happen to BOG.  Don’t assume that someone else will do 
it.  The same goes for the other CTR events.  BOG is 
great, but it comes once a year.  We need and want the 
smaller events throughout the year.  Because these events 
are less demanding of our time and effort, we can enjoy 
these without the stress that BOG involves. 

 
It’s absolutely true that the car club activities should 

not take the priority over family.  But think of it this way: 
we’re a bunch of aging baby-boomers.  Ask yourself: 
What is the future of classic British car hobby?  It could 
be our children.  What’s going to happen to your car or 
cars (not to mention all your spare parts) when you pass 
on?  Bring your children to the car shows and social 
events; get them involved in the maintenance, repair, and 
restoration of your car; and when they’re old enough, 
teach them how to drive your car responsibly. 

 
I joined CTR originally in 1989, but let my member-

ship lapse because my daily driver TR6 was not running 
and was on jack stands, not to mention having two young 
children, building a house, a career -  you know, life hap-
pens.  When I rejoined in 1999, at first I thought the 
group was kind of clique-ish.  As I began to get more 
involved, I realized that what I thought was a “clique” 
was actually the dedicated members who: a) wanted to 
enjoy their cars and the camaraderie of other club mem-
bers and b) wanted to make the club something special in 
the British car community.  We’re not a bunch of elitists 
with cars too valuable to be driven.  Get involved! 

(while doing “research”) me and my stupid finger managed 
to flip a piece of filler well crud into said filler pipe where-
upon I had to bring up the shopvac to suck it back outta 
there.”  

 
The best way to keep all this from happening is to keep 

the car inside.  If this is not possible and the car must live 
outside, keep it covered. Keeping the car cover over the gas 
cap will filter out the large chunks of crud, resulting in the 
slots being clogged with a much finer variety of crud. 

 
Alternately, you can get a drill and drill those slots in the 

plastic cup bigger.  It is strongly recommended that you 
remove the plastic piece first.  Drilling metal and possibly 
making sparks close to the filler neck (where you put gaso-
line) is a recipe for problems.  Ask Me How I Know! 

FYI:  The Restorers Anonymous CTR subgroup is a 
very informal e-mail list with the intent of sharing what 
members have done recently in fixing/restoring their 
LBCs.  The goal is to keep restorers motivated through 
the oft-times frustrating process.  If you’d like to get on 
this mailing list, shoot me an e-mail at bmhis-
lop@hotmail.com and you’ll be added. 



CLASSIFIED 
 

CTR assumes no responsibility for quality or condition of 
merchandise listed herein.  All transactions resulting from listings 
are strictly between buyer and seller. 
 
NOTE: Ads for CTR members shall run on a space available basis 
for 3 issues.   To rerun, please resubmit your ad at end of  period.   
Other ads are space available only. 
 
1979 Triumph TR6 for sale.  All original, 25,000 miles, 
new brakes/clutch, hoses in ‘02, new battery in 
‘06.  Factory hardtop, redlines, relector top, white/black, 
mint condition.  $17,500 obo.  515-253-0633 or 
dc.stephens@earthlink.net.  Car located in Des Moines, 
IA.  Pictures/video available upon request.  If you’re 
looking for an original TR6, this is the one! 
 
Wanted to buy.   Early TR6.  Pre-1974, with earlier cars 
preferred.  Excellent driver condition, rust free, 
mechanically sound, very presentable.  Yellow, blue, red or 
sienna preferred.    Contact Bill S. at 301-651-6083 or 
wsteinman@pogolaw.com 
Items for Sale: 
 
1973 Triumph GT6 Mk III $1,500.  Steel wheel car, 2000cc 
6cyl, 4 speed, good rubber mounted on TR7 wheels.  Relatively 
complete including drivetrain; some minor underhood and inte-
rior parts missing. Very limited rust.  Ran when stored.  Excel-
lent winter restoration project. 
  
1973 Triumph GT6 Mk III Body Tub $800.  Triumph GT6 
late model body tub, relatively complete (minus hood). Tub was 
taken off frame and stored.  Minor easily fixable body ding, little 
or no rust.  Great buy if you are restoring a GT-6 or want to turn 
your Mark III or 1500 Spitfire into a Hard Top car (bolts up).  
 
Call Bob (301) 241-4911 or (301) 524-5989 (cell).  Additional 
info and pix scorpionracing@yahoo.com 

More Items for Sale: 
 
Triumph GT6 Motor $7500.  Roller rockers, Tubular Push rods, 
balanced/blue-printed, dual row timing chain, +.040 flat top 
forged pistons,  lightened balanced rods, ARP Hardware through-
out, lightened balanced flywheel/clutch assembly plus much, 
much more….race-ready or Auto-X engine.Triumph GT6, Spit-
fire, and TR7 Wheels $250/set of 5.  Five (5) 5 ½” X 13” wheels 
with 3 ¼  inch backspace, slotted aluminum.  Add that classic 60s-
70s look to your British Sports Car.  Sold as a set only.  
Triumph TR6 Transmission (Reconditioned) $1,500. TR6 
tranny completely rebuilt for project car that was never finished. 
Trans is perfect!  Annular (Hydraulic T/O bearing) also available 
at additional expense. 
 
Yard Sale:  We discovered two or three sets (left and right) of 
Triumph GT6 swing axle assemblies on a shelf in the back room 
of the race shop.  All are “take-off” parts in good or rebuildable 
shape.  These parts give you Spitfire Race/Auto-X/Street guys a 
bigger brake/bigger lower control arm option. $150 per side.  
 
TR7 Headers $100 each.  Two (2) available.  Brand new. 
 
Really Cool Tow Vehicle or Recreational Use Vehicle! $15,000.  
1994 Ford E350 Diesel Dually 4X4 Ambulance!  7.3 Litre Die-
sel, Factory 4X4, A/T, P/S, P/B, 104K original miles, F and Rear 
A/C (super cold!), 10K custom hitch, new brake controller, 8 pin 
trailer connector, stainless steel rear step bumper, 12V/110V ser-
vice, amazing amount of waterproof lockable exterior storage, 
more interior storage than you could imagine!  Exterior lighting 
makes for easy parking at night, new front and rear brakes, recent 
full service engine/chassis. Refrigerator and microwave included.  
Nice interior!  Sleeps two on a queen size removable platform 
bed. Lights/siren/PA/CD all work, and are great fun for camping! 
 
Snap-On KRA-4100 Series Collector’s Item...Near Perfect Con-
dition parts stored in tool box but never used in shop for tools. 
New $3500...$2500.00  
 
Call Bob (301) 241-4911 or (301) 524-5989 (cell).  Additional 
info and pix scorpionracing@yahoo.com 
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For those of you thinking about attending the Roadster 
Factory’s Summer Party June 19-21, here’s some late 
breaking information from Charles Runyan:  “TRF's 30th 

Anniversary Summer Party is in jeopardy, as we have not 
had enough registrants.  We understand that gas prices are 
very high and that many enthusiasts may not want to travel 
this summer.  I can accept if Summer Party has outlived its 

time.  It was a good event enjoyed by many for a very long 
period.  We will need 125 pre-registrants by the end of May, 
or Summer Party, 2008 will be canceled.  I have been work-
ing on a Summer Party Surprise, and it will be a shame to let 
it go!”  Registration and other information on the Summer 
Party may be found on TRF’s website, http://www.the-
roadster-factory.com/ or by calling 1-800-678-8764. 

The Roadster Factory Summer Party 



EVENTS 
 
All listings including  “*CTR*” are events for which  club 
participation points will be awarded. 
 
May 3 - “Get Your Hands Dirty” Tech Session, Molding 
Small Plastic Parts,  Matt Schipani, 
matt@ashburnsoftware.com or 703-724-1573   *CTR* 
May 3 - British Car Show, Lewes, DE 
May 10 - Springtime in the Smokies for British cars and 
motorcycles.  club.hemmings.com/blountbc/index.html 
May 13 - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi, 
tr6_guy@hotmail.com  
May 16-18 - Carlisle Import, Kit and Replica Show.  
Carlisle PA 
May 24 - Knock the Dust Off (KDO) Annapolis Run, aul 
Scuderi, tr6_guy@hotmail.com *CTR* 
May 25 (Changed Date!) - BOG TGIO, Paul Scuderi, 
TR6_guy@hotmail.com or (240) 876-7222 
May 31 - Cars of England (formerly The Brits are Back), 
Hope Lodge, Ft. Washington, PA, Steve Klein (610) 825-
2617 or klassiccar@aol.com 
May 31-Jun 8 - “Drive Your British Car” Week, 
www.britishcarweek.org 
Jun 1 - British Car Day, Adamstown, MD, 
www.chesapeakechaptermgtclub.com *CTR* 
Jun 7 - GYHD Tech Session  - Anyone in need?  Paul 
Scuderi - tr6_guy@hotmail.com  *CTR* 
Jun 7 - British Bash Car Show, Louisville, KY, Craig 
Holmes cbhlouky@bellsouth.net 
Jun 8 - Orphan Car Tour, Hampstead, MD Jon Battle, 703-
392-6870 or TourDirector@orphancartour.org 
Jun 8 - 15th Annual Motorcar Gathering, Hellertown, PA Mike 
Jones at mojones@enter.net 
Jun 15 (Updated Date!)  - Brits on the Bay, Virginia 
Wesleyan College, Norfolk, VA,  
www.tidewatertriumphs.org 
Jun 15 - Sully Antique Car Show, Chantilly, VA, Bill 
Benedict , 703-430-2441  
Jun 19-21 - TRF Summer Party, Armagh, PA *CTR* 
Jun 21 - KDO Run – Evening drive up Beach Drive, Rock 
Creek Park, DC.  Paul Scuderi,  tr6_guy@hotmail.com 
*CTR* 
Jun 29 - Take Your Triumph Out to the Ball Game, Bowie, 
MD, Bruce Hislop, bmhislop@hotmail.com  *CTR* 
Jul 5 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Jul 12 - Damascus Days Car Show – Over 250 Street 
Rods…..and hopefully a good number of British Cars too.  
We have our own “field” just across from the Rod show. 
Paul Scuderi, tr6_guy@hotmail.com 
Jul 15 - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 

Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Jul 19 - Lucas Tour, Night Ride with Paul Edelstein, 
pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com *CTR* 
Jul 26 - Car, Truck and Motorcycle Show, Manassas Park 
High School, VA, Rich Townsend 
Aug 2 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Aug 4-8 - North American Triumph Challenge (VTR 
National Convention), Ypsilanti, MI, www.natc2008.com 
*CTR* 
Aug 16 - KDO Beach Run *CTR* 
Aug 24 - Cruisin’ for Crustaceans, Art Fournier *CTR* 
Sep 6 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Sep 14 - Virginia Scottish Games British Car Show, Sky 
Meadow, Delaplane, VA 
Sep 16  - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Sep 20 - KDO Civil War Run *CTR* 
Sep 20 - Edgar Rohr Memorial Car Meet, Bull Run 
Region, Antique Automobile Club of America, 
www.aaca.org/bullrun or Nicki Hudson, 540-522-6533 
Sep 21 - Meeting of the Marques, Boiling Springs, PA 
Pepi Clay at pclay@ycpc.org 
Sep 27 - MGs on the Rocks, Belair, MD Richard Liddick 
410-817-6862 or rgl2mgbgt@aol.com 
Sep 27-28 - American British Reliability Run 
www.abrr.org 
Oct 3-5 - American British Reliability Run 
Oct 4 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Oct 12 - Hunt Country Classic followed by CTR Picnic, 
Lionel Mitchell *CTR* 
Oct 18-19 - KDO Antietem Run and Overnighter *CTR* 
Oct 18 - Brits by the Bay, Triumphs Around the  
Chesapeake (TRAC), Pasadena, MD, www.tracltd.org 
Oct 18 - Rockville Classic and Antique Car Show 
Oct 24-26 - Northeast Rally Club Fall Rally, DE 
Nov 1 - T4, VA location *CTR* 
Nov 15 - Air & Space Museum Run *CTR* 
Nov 18 - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Dec 6 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Dec 7 - Holiday Party, MD location *CTR* 
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The Original British 
Car Day 

31st Annual Meet 

Sunday, June 1st 2008 

Lilypons Water Gardens 
Adamstown, Maryland 

www.chesapeakechaptermgtclub.com/OBCD_main.htm 



Membership Renewal / Application 
For renewals with unchanged status, return your mailing label. 

 
Name   ____________________________    
 
Address____________________________ 
 
             ____________________________ 
 
             ____________________________ 
 
 
Phone   ____________________________ 
 
E-mail   ____________________________ 
 
TRIUMPH’s owned__________________ 
 
              ____________________________ 
 
Newsletter Preference:  Electronic _______   
 
                                       Paper        _______ 

 
Annual Dues - $25.00, or 

2 years for $45.00  SAVE $5.00!!! 
 

Checks Payable to C.T.R. 
Please complete this form and return to: 

 
Matt Schipani 

44333 Silkworth Terrace 
Ashburn, VA 20147 

CLUB OFFICERS 
President Paul Scuderi (240) 876-7222  
 Damascus  tr6_guy@hotmail.com   
Vice President  Lionel Mitchell (703) 754-7362 
 Haymarket  haymarket4@verizon.net 
Secretary John Buescher (703) 522-6571 
 Arlington  John.Buescher@hqda.army.mil 
Treasurer Rich Smalling (703) 430-0920 
 Sterling  RJSmalling@aol.com  
Events Directors Rich Townsend (540) 788-4588 
 Catlett  retownsendjr@comcast.net 
  Bill Goodwin  (301) 870-8594  
 Bryantown  redrag@radix.net 
Club Liaison Bruce Hislop (410) 721-9411 
 Crofton  BMHislop@hotmail.com  
Membership Matt Schipani (703) 724-1573 
 Ashburn  matt@ashburnsoftware.com    
Members-at-Large Paul Edelstein (703) 914-0507      
 Annandale  pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com 
            RJ Fortwengler (703) 243-6426  
  Arlington   fortwenr@nasdaq.com 
  Karl Johnson        (703) 978-4968  
 Fairfax  ktjark@aol.com 
  Joe Cannon (703) 280-4104 
 Fairfax   jpc8904@yahoo.com  
BOG Coordinator Tom Burke (703) 354-1361 
 Annandale  tburke4@aol.com 
  Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337 
 Dale City  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 

 
CTR website  

www.capitaltriumphregister.com 

THE STANDARD 
Published by the Capital Triumph Register 

Editor,  Art Fournier   
4729 Willows Road, Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732-4221 

Phone  - (410) 535-0690 
E-mail  -  artfournier@comcast.net 

 

The Standard welcomes any submitted material for publication; 
however, neither its editor nor the CTR accept responsibility for 
accuracy of article content or any damage or injury resulting from 
suggested modifications.  Articles may be submitted in writing, by 
mail, fax, or e-mail.  Photos are also very welcome.  If any material 
must be returned,  please include self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

Advisors 
  

TR2 & 3 Tom Delaney (301) 898-1887 
  redcarnut@comcast.net 
TR4 Keith Dunklee  (703) 521-2245   
  dunklee61@msn.com  
TR250 & 6 Arleigh Cottrell  (301) 627-6637 
  RaceNutz@aol.com   
 Joe Cannon  (703) 280-4104 
  jpc8904@yahoo.com 
TR7 & 8 Paul Edelstein  (703) 914-0507 
  pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com  
GT6             George Earwaker (703) 204-1104 
Herald Bill Goodwin (301) 870-8594  
  redrag@radix.net    
Spitfire Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337 
  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 
Stag Glenn Minucci  (301) 862-5433 
  gminucci@paxr.veridian.com  
Autocross Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337  
  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 
Racing           Ira Schoen (703) 698-1691 
  pterodactyl711@aol.com 
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The Capital Triumph Register
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The Vintage Triumph Register,
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TRIUMPH TRIVIA:  Which three Triumph sports car 
models topped 60,000 units in total sales? 

The TR6, TR7 and Spitfire 1500 all topped 60,000 units in 
total sales, with the TR7 finishing slightly ahead of the 
other two models in total sales volume. 

Deadline for  
the next issue of  
The Standard: 

June 13th! 

CTR 
Regalia 
Contact Charlie Brown at  703-878-1337 or  
charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 

Signs of the Times 

Yes, but what was the exit known as  
previously? 
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Molding Small Parts Tech Session 
 

Matt Schipani demonstrates his technique for molding small plastic parts while (left to right) Karl Johnson, Paul Scuderi, Joe 
Cannon, Rob Reynolds and Paul Edelstein look on.  For more on this tech session, turn to page 3. 

  THE   STANDARD 
The Official Publication of the 

Capital Triumph Register  
Volume XX,  Number 6,  June 2008 



The  Standard Page 2

CTR Happenings 
Welcome CTR’s Newest Members 
 

 John Puckett, Ashburn, VA, yellow TR3A 
 Tim Shalvey, Gainesville, VA 

 
CTR Tech Sessions 
 

New for 2008 is CTR’s series of “Get Your Hands 
Dirty” (GYHD) tech sessions.  Among other goals, they are 
intended to allow members who are working on a project to 
share their experiences with others and to gain others’ exper-
tise.  By nature, many of these sessions are fairly last min-
ute, with insufficient lead time to publicize them properly in 
the newsletter.  CTR is shooting for the first Saturday of 
each month for the sessions with details to be provided by e-
mail. 

 
By the time you read this, June’s GYHD tech session 

will be history.  (Was John Buescher’s TR6 engine disas-
sembly session successful?  Details will be in the July news-
letter.) 

 
Due to Independence Day weekend, there will not be a 

GYHD session in July.  Is there someone with a suggested 
topic for August? 
 
E-Mail Event Notification 
 

 Please make sure we have your up-to-date e-mail ad-
dress so that you don’t miss out on news of CTR events!  
And please don’t forget to give us your new mailing ad-
dresses and phone numbers when they change. 

 
Beach Drive KDO Run Cancelled 
 

 The CTR Knock the Dust Off run planned for June 21 
has been cancelled.  When the event was suggested, we 
knew that Beach Drive in Rock Creek Park in Washington, 
DC, had limited hours on weekends, but we thought there 
would be an opportunity to cruise his scenic local road.  
Wrong!  Beach Drive is closed to motor traffic from Friday 
evening through Sunday evening. 

 
Lucas Tour to be Rescheduled 
 

 The CTR Lucas Tour planned for July 19 will have to 
be rescheduled.  (We don’t seem to be having the best of 
luck with our club calendar.) 

(Continued on Page 4) 

June 2008 

There’s a running joke about LBCs.  Well, there are 
many, but the one I’m referring to is about the guy who 
went to change his oil and by the time he was through, he’d 
done a full, frame off restoration.  How do these little cars 
lure us into such elaborate projects?  I’m guilty of this re-
cently with the Stag.  It began with the stat for the electric 
cooling fan going bad.  I’ve installed a 14” Kenlowe pusher 
instead of the typical mechanical puller fan.  I figure, “Easy 
enough. Order another stat, replace it and away we go.”  
But wait……the cooling system HAS always been mar-
ginal.  What if I were to remove the AC condenser mounted 
in front of the radiator?  This would (should) allow more air 
to flow through the radiator for better cooling, right?  I’ve 
no intention of installing AC, so I had at it.  It was tricky, 
as I attempted to remove it through the front of the car.  It 
was allllmost out.  Just a liiiittle more….and…..umm…
where’s that dripping water sound coming from?  Crap.  A 
mounting stud on the condenser pierced the radiator.  After 
a few choice words and a 100 yard dash around a 32 square 
foot garage, I located a turkey roaster pan to catch the drip-
pings and contain a toxic spill.  Well…..that’s enough for 
THAT day.  

 
After pondering this turn of events, I figured that ol’ 

Triumph Stag radiator never really could keep up with the 
Rover V8.  Maybe this was a blessing in disguise.  Maybe 
this was God’s way of telling me it was time to re-core the 
radiator.  Right.  After some research I learned I could not 
only re-core and uprate the radiator – I could redesign it.  
Relocate the upper port from the driver’s to passenger’s 
side to minimize radiator hose. Clear the engine bay so it 
would “breathe” and look better.  So the upper port was 
moved, with a baffle added halfway down that side’s tank, 
creating what’s referred to as a “Serpentine” radiator.  The 
coolant is pumped into the top (passenger side) port, flows 
toward the driver’s side through the upper half, into the 
driver’s side tank and then back through the lower half to 
the lower port.  Now, while I was re-coring/redesigning, I 
might as well re-SIZE to fit it completely forward of the 
front dam wall.  This required 7/16 of an inch pared from 
the height.  Glenn Looper of Looper’s Radiator is a patient 
man.  He tore the radiator apart, tacked it back together 
(new size – new port locations) and let me take it home to 

From the Prez: 
 

While it’s out 
Paul Scuderi 
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Molding Small Parts 
Tech Session 

Charlie Brown 

Take your Triumph 
out to the Ball Game 

June  29th 

The May 3rd tech session, given by member Matt Schi-
pani, demonstrated how to mold plastic parts that may no 
longer be available from the after market suppliers.  Matt 
makes his silicone molds in various cardboard tubes, boxes, 
or Dixie Cup molds.  The molds are then filled with solid 
color or color tinted transparent epoxy liquid that cures in 
about 5 minutes.  Matt’s had success in making choke pulls, 
heater control knobs, carb parts, boot striker plates, even in-
tricate chess pieces.  Eastwood has discontinued carrying the 
kits, so Matt now buys supplies directly from the manufac-
turer. 

Above - Matt demonstrates while Karl Johnson looks on. 
 

Left - some of parts Matt has successfully molded include 
various knobs, striker plates and detailed chess pieces. 

Interested in attending a professional baseball game with-
out the expense of Nationals Stadium or the hassle of parking 
in downtown DC?  Join CTR members for the Bowie Baysox 
game at Prince George’s Stadium on Sunday, June 29th.  The 
stadium is conveniently located on Route 301 very near the 
intersection with Routes 50 in Bowie.  The game against the 
renowned Altoona Curve will begin at 6:00 pm.  Tickets for 
the upper reserved seats behind home plate are $11.00 for 

adults (13-59) or $9.00 for youth, seniors (60+) and ac-
tive military with an ID. 

 
If you want to attend, contact Bruce Hislop who will 
buy a block of tickets together. (He’ll kite the costs until 
game day.)  Alternately, you can buy tickets on their 
own via website or ticket window.  Bruce will need to 
know how many of what type ticket they want (e.g., 2 
adults, 1 youth).  Also, if people let Bruce know if 
they’ll be driving British tin, he will rope off a section of 
the parking lot for a bit of tail gating as he’s done be-
fore.   

 
Bruce can be contacted at BMHislop@hotmail.com  

or 410-721-9411. 
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While it’s out (Continued from Page 4) 

test.  Back it went, he’d rework it, and so on until we got it 
just right.  Well, with the radiator out, I might as well do 
some other things, right?.  So…. as not to use up anymore of 
Art’s newsletter…..here, in list form, are “other things” 
tended to as a result of the thermostat going bad: 
 
While radiator was out: 
 
-  Retorqued all bolts at the front of the engine – which led 

to:  
-  Retorqued all other bolts accessible on the engine – which 

led to: 
-  Removed extra (AC) pulley from crankshaft. 
-  To minimize possible damage to radiator when reinstall-

ing: 
-  Removed water pump pulley – which led to: 
-  Polished and sealed water pump pulley, which led to: 
-  Reconfigured alternator bracketing for better pulley align-

ment and alt. location (higher and  
  therefore further from exhaust and battery). 
-  Purchased, customized and installed enclosure for relo-

cated radiator fan stat – which led to: 
-  Retaped and restrapped all wiring forward of the radiator. 
-  Fabricated and installed forced air ventilation system to 

increase air flow to engine compartment. 
-  Installed two 12 pound brass ingots on bumper rails to 

counter the negative weight differential  
   between the (heavier) Stag V8 and Rover V8. 
-  Located, purchased and installed new, formed radiator 

hoses – which led to: 
-  Reconfigured and better strapped heater tubing between 

firewall and water pump – which led to: 
-  Replaced and better strapped vacuum tubing between 

steering vacuum canister and   carburetor – which lead to: 
-  Better strapped tubing from PCV valve to carb. 
-  Reconfigured steel braided oil hose between remote oil 

filter and oil outlet – which led to: 
-  Purchased and installed steel braided tubing to oil gauge – 

which led to: 
-  Created and installed aluminum heat baffle to shield oil 

gauge tubing and wiring harnesses from  
  driver’s side exhaust – which also led to: 
-  Removed oil gauge and black metal radio plate on which 

oil gauge was mounted – which led to: 
-  Fabricated, finished and installed wood insert into radio 

opening for nicer installation of oil gauge. 
 

As of 3/22/08, that’s where I was.  Now all I need to do 
is: 

 

-  Reinstall radiator. 
-  Reinstall fan. 
-  Reinstall grill. 
-  Install air “scoop” for forced air vent system. 
-  Reinstall water pump pulley. 
-  Install and adjust belt. 
-  Tighten everything. 
-  Fill cooling system. 
-  Prime oil pump. 
-  Test. 
 

And speaking of oil – it’s time to change the oil and 
filter.  Maybe I’ll take it to Jiffy Lube. 

Damascus Days 
British Invasion 

And Antique Car Show 
July 12 

Paul Scuderi 

Damascus Days, sponsored by Damascus Chevrolet, is 
a day to enjoy and honor the antique automobile.  200+ 
muscle cars, street rods and tricked out daily drivers con-
verge on Damascus, making the lot of Damascus Chevrolet 
their show field. Across the street from the dealer, on the 
front lawn of Damascus United Methodist Church, is where 
we’ll field our British Invasion.  Past years have brought a 
number of British motorcars of all marques - and our goal 
this year is for an even larger turnout. 

 
Spend the day shopping at a flea market, browsing 

the antique cars, visiting the many food vendors, listening 
to live music, and enjoy the best barbecue and ribs you’ll 
every taste.  The British show field opens at 9:30, but come 
when you can.  This is a low keyed day to kick back 
and enjoy and honor antique automobiles of all makes and 
marques. 

 
From I-270, take exit 16, Father Hurley Boulevard to-

ward Damascus.  Continue on Route 27, Ridge Road, for 
approximately 7 miles.  Turn right on Bethesda Church 
Road, then left on Route 124, Woodfield Road.  The Da-
mascus United Methodist Church will be on your right.   

 
For more information, call Paul Scuderi at 240-876-

7222 or email tr6_guy@hotmail.com 
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New  & 
Improved 

Triumph Parts 
Art Fournier 

From the VP: 
Restorers Anonymous 
Lionel Mitchell 

As many of you know, I’ve been restoring my TR6 
forever.  I’m not getting any younger, and I’ve got to get 
that car back on the road.  Back in the winter, in an effort 
to keep myself motivated, I started an email thread with a 
few other guys in the club who were also working on re-
pairs and restorations.  I titled it “Restorers Anonymous” 
and patterned it after an Alcoholics Anonymous meeting 
where each person stands up before the group and con-
fesses that he is addicted and talks about his struggles to 
stay sober.  The similarity with Restorers Anonymous is 
each participant admits to being addicted to Triumph res-
toration, but the difference is that we vow to keep on do-
ing it.  Not only that, we tell what we have done in the past 
week on our cars.  The email thread has served to keep me 
motivated to do something, no matter how small, every 
week – well, almost every week, and then send out an 
email with my report to the others with the expectation 
that they would send out reports on their efforts.  In that 
way, we would encourage each other to get these cars 
back on the road where they belong. 

 
I have hesitated to add club members to the email dis-

tribution list because I know not everyone wants to be 
bombarded with lots of email messages.  If you are inter-
ested in participating in the email thread, send me a mes-
sage at haymarket4@verizon.net and I’ll add you to the 
distribution list.  Paul Scuderi, Tom Burke, and Matt Schi-
pani have been working on getting up an internet forum 
for the club.  When this gets set-up, we will migrate the 
RA thread to the forum.  Stay tuned on that one. 

Canley Classics, located near Coventry in Great Brit-
ain, manufactures and supplies parts for the “small chas-
sis” Triumphs:  Heralds, Vitesses, GT6s and Spitfires.  
Their website, http://www.canleyclassics.com, lists an in-
teresting selection of parts you’re not likely to find else-
where.  Additionally, they own an interesting selection of 
Triumphs, such as the Macau Spitfire and a LeMans Spit-
fire.  (And, of course, they have Bill Goodwin’s favorite, 
the world’s only Herald limousine.) 

 
Their catalog is extensive with an amazing variety of 

 stock and custom parts.  They 
are the only vendor I’m aware 
of that sells new overdrive 
gearshift knobs.  Among their 
products are many alloy parts 
such as differential cases, water 
pumps, front hubs, and engine 
front and rear back plates.  The 
sell spacers to lower rear ride 
height, carburetor heat shields, and trunnionless front sus-

pension kits.  They sell numer-
ous stainless steel items to dress 
up the engine bay and underside 
of your car.  For example, their 
catalog lists stainless bonnet 
props, alternator brackets, and 
brake dust shields — the list 
goes on and on. 
 
       The US dollar isn’t strong 

against the British pound right now, but if you need an un-
usual performance or appearance part for your GT6, Herald 
or Spitfire, odds are pretty good that you’ll be able to find it 
at Canley Classics. 

Cast Alloy Diff Case 

Trunnionless Front  
Suspension 



(Continued on Page 7) 
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CARlisle - 2008 
Rich Townsend 

Whether it’s a car show, a walk on the Strip at Las 
Vegas, or a trip to Costco, I’m a fairly quick study.  The 
same can be said of Carlisle.  This was my first to Car-
lisle for any reason, so I wanted to take it all in.  I ap-
proached it as one would at Harris-Teeter if you were 
shopping without a list, traveling deliberately up and 
down each aisle, so as not to miss anything, and wanting 
the presence and sighting of any desired product to initi-
ate further investigation and potential buying instinct. 

 
Rich Wilkins and I had planned for months to make 

the trip up and back on the Saturday of the Foreign and 
Kit Car weekend May 16, 17, 18, 2008.  We departed 
BFE, VA at approx 7 AM, traveled directly up Rt. 15, 
and arrived before 10:30 at the fairgrounds in Carlisle.  
We packed in 2-way radios, and after first wandering into 
the Kit Car display building, we went our separate ways, 
and then coordinated our positions via the radios. 

I met some of the Kit Car people that I had previously 
only talked to by phone.  They allowed me to “try on” a 
completed car, and much to my chagrin, it is much smaller 
than the TR6, MGB, or Miata, at least the “seat of the pants 
to loud pedal” dimension (knees up high).  The kit cars are 
being fabricated much like race cars.  Inspecting them re-
minded me of touring the pits of IMSA cars in the 80s, and 
marveling at the strictly functional design of the system 
components with one goal in mind – SPEED. 

 
It’s cool the selection of cars that can be replicated now 

a days.  Among them:  67 Vette Coupe,  57 T-Bird, Ford 
GT40, 57 Chevy, 69 Camaro, 68 Mustang Fastback, Vari-
ous Ferraris, Shelby Cobra and Daytona Coupe 
 

There is cottage industry surrounding the kit car hobby, 
too.  These vendors displayed all manner of power plants 
and custom accessories, mostly geared to go-faster, cos-
metic, and/or creature comfort options. 

 
I moved from the Kit Car building over to the used car 

for sale lot behind the grandstand.  I expected to see more 
used cars to be available and displayed in that section.  I 
thought it might give me an idea of the real present market 
status for used and restored LBCs.  There were a couple 
MGBs, a TR3, and a TR4, but again, not the selection I ex-
pected.  No bargains, save one 1998 Porsche 912 that I per-
ceived - $15K marked down to $12K during the time we 
were there.  There was a sprinkling of Saabs, BMWs, Vol-
vos, etc, too.  Not to be passed over was a 1997 Cougar that 
had been transformed with fiberglass front and rear clips 
into a 1950 Ford (bright turquoise green, with full disk hub-
caps and wide whitewalls).   

 
Many people drive their cars of interest to Carlisle, and 

they are parked in Marque groupings, and in some cases 
entire car clubs were represented.  This section was more 
like a car show, and was quite extensive.  I’m not particu-
larly interested in Saabs, Volvos, Fieros, and V-Dubs, so I 
toured the British lots, and that’s where I met up with the 
Richmond Triumph Register contingent.  Jim Coleman, 
Harlan Schufeldt and Gary Kinney were in company, and 
had spent Friday evening at a local motel.  They’re a great 
group, and quite photogenic (see photo), and I talked to 
Gary for a short while. 

 
I thought I’d at least buy a T-shirt or some memento of 

the event, but I could not find the souvenir that I wanted.  I 
looked at all the booths and tents, and all the shirts, die-cast 
model cars, custom license plates, ball caps, and other para-Rich Wilkins 
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phernalia available, but I was not moved to lay down 
mucho dineros.  Triple C and LBC were both in atten-
dance, and had large tents with all their offerings. 

 
I saved the parts bazaar area for last.  I didn’t have a 

shopping list with used part needs, but Rich the W did, 
and he made a key purchase of bonnet hinges for his on-
going TR4 collision repair.  We teamed up for a final tour 
through the vendors section.  There we saw what could 
have bee the father of Joe Cannon’s Lazarus – a complete 
TR2 on a trailer for sale.  It was so consumed with rust 
that I believe if a strong wind came along it would have 
turned to dust, and ceased to exist.  I didn’t inquire about 
the price, but IMHO there was not a single part on that 
hulk that would have been worth salvaging, in spite of 
being a whole car. 

 
In my former days as a food-a-holic, I’d have made 

short work of the many offerings: typical Fair fare.  I had 
a very late breakfast sandwich, but will-powered my way 
past the ice-cream, french-fries, fudge, and nuts offerings.  
We agreed around 2 PM that we had “done” the event, 
and headed for the gate.  We stopped at a BK for a late 
lunch along I-81 on the way home, and arrived back at 
Rich the W’s house after 5 PM, and promptly fitted up 
his TR4 bonnet with the new hinge, and “Voila” achieved 
a very nice fit. 

 
Would I make a return trip next year?  Depends.  

Definitely a Fun event - I’d rate the experience a 4 on a 5 

A row of Spitfires displayed on the Carlisle show field 

Richmond Triumph Register’s Jim Coleman, Gary Kinney and 
Harlan Schufeldt at Carlisle 

scale.  Weather was good, but not great, but could have 
been a lot worse.  It was kind of like a huge car show 
(Duh), but the question is, “Is it worth the investment in 
time and money?”  I’m sure it would have been more 
exciting had I been on a mission to find a car or part, and 
make a “deal.” 



A

The  Standard Page 8 June 2008 

Got ZDDT? 
Lionel Mitchell 

We’ve discussed this before, probably not by this name, 
and we’re likely to hear a lot more.  Motor oils are changing, 
and some have said that new formulations that do not have 
the right additives for our Triumphs.  The additive in question 
is called ZDDP.  So, what is ZDDP ? Zinc Dialkyl-Dithio-
Phosphate is an oil supplement that has been, until recently, 
in all major motor oils in sufficient quantity to protect our 
engines.  At operating engine temperature, ZDDP  forms a 
protective coating on the surface of metal.  In our flat tappet 
engines, ZDDP prevents contact between the cam lobes and 
the tappets, or cam followers.  ZDDP is being removed from 
oil because trace amounts of zinc and phosphorous in exhaust 
causes early failure in catalytic converters. 

 
Note that all this applies only to flat tappet engines.  

Modern engines have roller lifters and do not need the zinc-
phosphorus coating.  From talking with a long-time British 
car mechanic, this is also not an issue in TR7 and TR8 en-
gines. 

 
That’s the theory, but what does that mean about the oils 

we use, like the old standard Castrol 20W50?  Apparently, 
ZDDP had a concentration of 0.15% by weight until 1988 in 
API SF grade oil.  That was reduced to 0.12% in 1988.  Since 
2004, API SM grade oil has a specification of 0.075% ZDDP 
concentration, or half the amount that our cars had when they 
were new.  Castrol 20W50 has API ratings of SM, SL, SJ, 
and SH.  Does that mean it has half concentration level of 
ZDDP?  A look at the Castrol web site shed no light on the 
subject.  The only reference to ZDDP on the web site was a 
question by a TR and MG owner asking the “Car Doctor” 
how much ZDDP was in Castrol and whether there were 
other oils for classic cars.  The Car Doctor gave a non-
answer.  This led me to a search of the different types of oils 
and additives that are available. 

 
In several on-line sources and from talking with machine 

shop guys recently, I found out that new cam lobes can be 
ground smooth in a few minutes of running if a ZDDP oil is 
not used.  I knew that mechanics building engines used a spe-
cial kind of oil for the break-in period.  I found a couple of 
additives that are used for break-in.  One is called ZDDPlus 
($9.95 per bottle).  You can buy it from Moss or direct from 
the ZDDPlus web site.  I also found another additive locally 
at the Fairfax Auto Parts machine shop called Comp Cams 
($13.25 per bottle).  You mix a bottle of the additive with you 

regular motor oil when you change the oil.  Some of the 
web sites warn about using too high a concentration of 
ZDDP.  So, it would be wise to follow the labels on these 
products. 

 
Some people say you should use racing oil or diesel 

oil because they have higher concentrations of ZDDP.  
The web sites selling the separate additives or the so-
called classic oil say those are not good choices for our 
classic car engines.  The reasons relate to viscosity, deter-
gent, and ZDDP characteristics.  It’s all very confusing, 
and I’m sure you’ll find like I did recently that you’ll get 
different answers and opinions from different “experts.”  I 
talked to a former British Leyland dealer mechanic re-
cently about this topic.  He said, now days he used a 
break-in oil like Valvoline NSL (Not Street Legal) racing 
oil, available at NAPA stores, for break-in of new cams 
and followers, but uses regular Castrol after the break-in 
period.  Another British car mechanic told me he used 
Valvoline VR-1 racing oil available at Advance Auto 
Parts on a regular basis. 

 
I also found a couple of oils that have ZDDP.  One of 

these oils, available through Moss, is called Collector’s 
Choice.  It apparently has an API SF service rating, which 
means it has the 0.015% level of ZDDP (the web site im-
plies it has an SF rating).  Hicks Oil Company in Illinois 
makes this oil.  It sells for $5.95 per quart or $59.95 per 
case of 12 quarts.  Another one of these oils is Penn 
Grade 1 racing oil.  It’s a partial synthetic oil and has an 
API SJ service rating.  I’m not sure what that means in 
terms of the concentration of ZDDP.  Our fellow Triumph 
enthusiast from RTR, Gary Kinney, sells Penn Grade oils.  
The price is about $52 for a case of 12 quarts. 

 
This is not intended to be a comprehensive treatment 

on this subject, and I’m certainly not an expert on this. 
However, it’s a subject that warrants further investigation.  
Each car owner needs to consider carefully whether to use 
a classic oil or separate additive.  In my regular driver 
TR6, I’m still using Castrol.  Am I courting disaster?   I 
will certainly be using a ZDDP oil for the break-in period 
of my restoration TR6 engine when it’s re-built and will 
likely use it on a regular basis thereafter in that car. 

 
Here are a few links for further reading: 

 
http://www.mossmotors.com/  
http://www.bradpennracing.com/ 
http://www.zddplus.com/ 
http://www.compcams.com/ 
http://www.valvoline.com/racing/ 
http://www.castrol.com/ 



Ypsilanti, Michigan 
August 4th-8th 

CLASSIFIED 
 

CTR assumes no responsibility for quality or condition of 
merchandise listed herein.  All transactions resulting from listings 
are strictly between buyer and seller. 
 
NOTE: Ads for CTR members shall run on a space available basis 
for 3 issues.   To rerun, please resubmit your ad at end of  period.   
Other ads are space available only. 
 
1979 Triumph TR6 for sale.  All original, 25,000 miles, 
new brakes/clutch, hoses in ‘02, new battery in 
‘06.  Factory hardtop, redlines, relector top, white/black, 
mint condition.  $17,500 obo.  515-253-0633 or 
dc.stephens@earthlink.net.  Car located in Des Moines, 
IA.  Pictures/video available upon request.  If you’re 
looking for an original TR6, this is the one! 
 
Wanted to buy.   Early TR6.  Pre-1974, with earlier cars 
preferred.  Excellent driver condition, rust free, 
mechanically sound, very presentable.  Yellow, blue, red or 
sienna preferred.    Contact Bill S. at 301-651-6083 or 
wsteinman@pogolaw.com 
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It’s been years… 
 
…since we’ve ordered any 
club clothing. Frankly, the sup-
ply has completely run out. 
I’ve had a few members request colors and sizes I don’t 
have on hand. It’s time to restock. 
 

So, here’s the process that we’ve used before. You con-
tact me with your request for golf shirts, hats, and patches. 
After a week or so, I’ll contact Ralph Janelli at Fourth Gear, 
Ltd. and place the order. When your merchandise comes in, 
you reimburse the club treasury for your order. 

 
Shirts and hats are embroidered with the CTR logo. The 

shirts are the tested and proven Jonathan Corey, 100% 
combed cotton. Most basic colors are available. If you’re 
looking for an exact paint match to your car, you may be out 
of luck. When you order, I can probably tell you if the 
color’s available. I’ve had a couple of these shirts for years. 
They’ve faded a little from driving with the top down, but 
they’ve worn like iron. The ball caps come in stone washed 
green, blue, khaki, and tan. Or, if you chose to create your 
own club clothing, patches are available that can be applied 
to anything from a canvas brief case to a winter coat. Let 
your imagination take over. 

 
If you order now, you get the colors you want at club 

cost. The shirts are $31, hats are $12, and patches are $5. If 
you don’t place your order now, prices go up and your color 
choice may not be available.   

 
My contact information is:   

 charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 
 or 703-878-1337 

CTR Regalia 



EVENTS 
 
All listings including  “*CTR*” are events for which  club 
participation points will be awarded. 
 
Jun 7 - GYHD Tech Session  - TR6 Engine disassembly, 
John Buescher, Arlington, VA *CTR* 
Jun 7 - British Bash Car Show, Louisville, KY, Craig 
Holmes cbhlouky@bellsouth.net 
Jun 8 - Orphan Car Tour, Hampstead, MD Jon Battle, 703-
392-6870 or TourDirector@orphancartour.org 
Jun 8 - 15th Annual Motorcar Gathering, Hellertown, PA 
Mike Jones at mojones@enter.net 
Jun 15 (Updated Date!)  - Brits on the Bay, Virginia 
Wesleyan College, Norfolk, VA,  
www.tidewatertriumphs.org 
Jun 15 - Sully Antique Car Show, Chantilly, VA, Bill 
Benedict , 703-430-2441  
Jun 19-21 - TRF Summer Party, Armagh, PA *CTR* 
Jun 21 (Cancelled)- KDO Run – Evening drive up Beach 
Drive, Rock Creek Park, DC.  Paul Scuderi,  
tr6_guy@hotmail.com *CTR* 
Jun 29 - Take Your Triumph Out to the Ball Game, Bowie, 
MD, Bruce Hislop, bmhislop@hotmail.com  *CTR* 
Jul 5 (Cancelled) - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Jul 12 - Damascus Days Car Show – Over 250 Street 
Rods…..and hopefully a good number of British Cars too.  
We have our own “field” just across from the Rod show. 
Paul Scuderi, tr6_guy@hotmail.com  *CTR* 
Jul 19 (To be Rescheduled) - Lucas Tour, Night Ride with 
Paul Edelstein, pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com 
*CTR* 
Jul 26 - Car, Truck and Motorcycle Show, Manassas Park 
High School, VA, Rich Townsend 
Jul 22 (Changed date) - ESB and Membership meeting, 
Bentley’s Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul 
Scuderi 
Aug 2 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Aug 4-8 - North American Triumph Challenge (VTR 
National Convention), Ypsilanti, MI, www.natc2008.com 
*CTR* 
Aug 16 - KDO Beach Run *CTR* 
Aug 24 - Cruisin’ for Crustaceans, Art Fournier *CTR* 
Sep 6 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Sep 14 - Virginia Scottish Games British Car Show, Sky 
Meadow, Delaplane, VA 
Sep 16  - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Sep 20 - KDO Civil War Run *CTR* 
Sep 20 - Edgar Rohr Memorial Car Meet, Bull Run Region, 
Antique Automobile Club of America, www.aaca.org/

bullrun or Nicki Hudson, 540-522-6533 
Sep 21 - Meeting of the Marques, Boiling Springs, PA 
Pepi Clay at pclay@ycpc.org 
Sep 27 - MGs on the Rocks, Belair, MD Richard Liddick 
410-817-6862 or rgl2mgbgt@aol.com 
Sep 27-28 - American British Reliability Run (3 different 
routes this year, with one in Pennsylvania) www.abrr.org 
Oct 4 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Oct 12 - Hunt Country Classic followed by CTR Picnic, 
Lionel Mitchell *CTR* 
Oct 18-19 - KDO Antietem Run and Overnighter *CTR* 
Oct 18 - Brits by the Bay, Triumphs Around the  
Chesapeake (TRAC), Pasadena, MD, www.tracltd.org 
Oct 18 - Rockville Classic and Antique Car Show 
Oct 24-26 - Northeast Rally Club Fall Rally, DE 
Nov 1 - T4, VA location *CTR* 
Nov 15 - Air & Space Museum Run *CTR* 
Nov 18 - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Dec 6 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Dec 7 - Holiday Party, MD location *CTR* 
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Membership Renewal / Application 
For renewals with unchanged status, return your mailing label. 

 
Name   ____________________________    
 
Address____________________________ 
 
             ____________________________ 
 
             ____________________________ 
 
 
Phone   ____________________________ 
 
E-mail   ____________________________ 
 
TRIUMPH’s owned__________________ 
 
              ____________________________ 
 
Newsletter Preference:  Electronic _______   
 
                                       Paper        _______ 

 
Annual Dues - $25.00, or 

2 years for $45.00  SAVE $5.00!!! 
 

Checks Payable to C.T.R. 
Please complete this form and return to: 

 
Matt Schipani 

44333 Silkworth Terrace 
Ashburn, VA 20147 

CLUB OFFICERS 
President Paul Scuderi (240) 876-7222  
 Damascus  tr6_guy@hotmail.com   
Vice President  Lionel Mitchell (703) 754-7362 
 Haymarket  haymarket4@verizon.net 
Secretary John Buescher (703) 522-6571 
 Arlington  John.Buescher@hqda.army.mil 
Treasurer Rich Smalling (703) 430-0920 
 Sterling  RJSmalling@aol.com  
Events Directors Rich Townsend (540) 788-4588 
 Catlett  retownsendjr@comcast.net 
  Bill Goodwin  (301) 870-8594  
 Bryantown  redrag@radix.net 
Club Liaison Bruce Hislop (410) 721-9411 
 Crofton  BMHislop@hotmail.com  
Membership Matt Schipani (703) 724-1573 
 Ashburn  matt@ashburnsoftware.com    
Members-at-Large Paul Edelstein (703) 914-0507      
 Annandale  pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com 
            RJ Fortwengler (703) 243-6426  
  Arlington   fortwenr@nasdaq.com 
  Karl Johnson        (703) 978-4968  
 Fairfax  ktjark@aol.com 
  Joe Cannon (703) 280-4104 
 Fairfax   jpc8904@yahoo.com  
BOG Coordinator Tom Burke (703) 354-1361 
 Annandale  tburke4@aol.com 
  Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337 
 Dale City  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 

 
CTR website  

www.capitaltriumphregister.com 

THE STANDARD 
Published by the Capital Triumph Register 

Editor,  Art Fournier   
4729 Willows Road, Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732-4221 

Phone  - (410) 535-0690 
E-mail  -  artfournier@comcast.net 

 

The Standard welcomes any submitted material for publication; 
however, neither its editor nor the CTR accept responsibility for 
accuracy of article content or any damage or injury resulting from 
suggested modifications.  Articles may be submitted in writing, by 
mail, fax, or e-mail.  Photos are also very welcome.  If any material 
must be returned,  please include self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

Advisors 
  

TR2 & 3 Tom Delaney (301) 898-1887 
  redcarnut@comcast.net 
TR4 Keith Dunklee  (703) 521-2245   
  dunklee61@msn.com  
TR250 & 6 Arleigh Cottrell  (301) 627-6637 
  RaceNutz@aol.com   
 Joe Cannon  (703) 280-4104 
  jpc8904@yahoo.com 
TR7 & 8 Paul Edelstein  (703) 914-0507 
  pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com  
GT6             George Earwaker (703) 204-1104 
Herald Bill Goodwin (301) 870-8594  
  redrag@radix.net    
Spitfire Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337 
  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 
Stag Glenn Minucci  (301) 862-5433 
  gminucci@paxr.veridian.com  
Autocross Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337  
  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 
Racing           Ira Schoen (703) 698-1691 
  pterodactyl711@aol.com 
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TRIUMPH TRIVIA:  Sir John Black’s passion for “razor 
edge” styling led to which two Triumph models? 

The Triumph Renown and the smaller Mayflower were 
both known for their formal, razor edge styling. 

Deadline for  
the next issue of  
The Standard: 

July 11th! 

Car Kabob 
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CTR Happenings 
Welcome CTR’s Newest Member: 
 

 Steve Mumma, Gainesville, VA, 1973 pimento TR6 
 
Events in the works 
 

Although the details aren’t firmed up yet, a couple events 
are in the planning stage. 

 
First is a visit to Webb Motors in Roanoke, Virginia, be-

ing set up by Lionel Mitchell, probably as an overnighter.  
Why Webb Motors?  Find out in the August edition of The 
Standard. 

 
Next is a run along the C&O Canal north of the DC Belt-

way.  The run will include visits to some of the locks as well 
as a stop for lunch. 

 
The Lucas Tour has been tentatively rescheduled for Sep-

tember 13th.  This nighttime run has been a longtime CTR 
favorite that challenges the reputation of our cars’ electrical 
systems. 

 
In 2007, the Washington DC chapter of the MG Car Club 

invited CTR to join them in their “Test Drive” event.  We had 
a great time driving each others MGs and Triumphs.  Unfor-
tunately, they were unable to arrange a venue for 2008.  But 
there’s hope that things will yet come together.  Stay tuned. 

 
E-Mail Event Notification 
 

 Please make sure we have your up-to-date e-mail address 
so that you don’t miss out on news of CTR events!  And 
please don’t forget to give us your new mailing addresses and 
phone numbers when they change. 

July 2008 

From the Prez: 
 

Tech/Help Sessions 

Now that we’ve wrapped up another successful BOG, 
we look forward to moving on to other LBC events.  An 
exciting edition to our calendar is our new “Get Your 
Hands Dirty” or Tech/Help Session.  The first Saturday 
of each month is now set aside for these hands on ses-
sions, where a member asks others to come over and help 
with a project.  These differ from our usual Tech Sessions 
as, rather than offering a classroom style venue, the host
(ess) works on their car.  Completion of a project is not 
necessary (though wouldn’t that be nice), but, with the 
combined knowledge of other members, restoration 
moves forward.  An example is Tom Burke’s session to 
remove a broken head bolt on his TR8.  The bolt was not 
removed, but every effort short of professional help was 
exhausted.  Suds and brats were offered to round out the 
event. 

 
If you’d like to host one of these events, please con-

sider the following: 
 The event should offer as much lead time as possible. 
 With a longer lead time, the event can be publicized 

in the Standard, with hopes of more members attend-
ing. 

 In keeping with the club points system, Tech/Help 
Sessions published in The Standard is classified as a 
Club Sponsored Event, and points will be 
awarded.  Please contact Art Fournier 
(artfournier@comcast.net) with specifics of your 
event and he’ll publish it. 

 Some Help Sessions are more time sensitive to a 
member’s project, thereby not leaving enough lead 
time to publish.  An example is Lionel’s differential 
replacement.   He had a new diff on the way and 
needed to get it installed so he could take his car to a 
show.   

 With this kind of event, an email notification only is 
required.  This type will not be a Club Sponsored 
Event.  If you'd like to schedule this kind of 
event, email me (tr6_guy@hotmail.com) and I'll be 
sure it’s forwarded to our email distribution sys-
tem.  Please remember that two events will not be 
scheduled for the same Saturday, so if there’s an al-
ready scheduled event, your impromptu request 
might not be possible. 

These new events are successful as they offer a great 
chance for club members to get together and solve/assist in 
another member’s project, keeping our cars on the road and 
running better.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact 
me at tr6_guy@hotmail.com 

 
 Cheers, 
 

 Paul 
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Engine Disassembly 
Tech/Help Session 

Cruisin’ for Crustaceans 
August 24th 

Art Fournier 

On June 7, a group of more or less knowledgeable CTR 
members met at John Buescher’s home in Arlington to help 
him disassemble a TR6 engine he had acquired as a rebuild 

John Buescher (left), Matt Schipani, Rich Smalling (rear), Paul 
Scuderi (foreground) and Lionel Mitchell cannibalize John’s 

recently acquired TR6 block 

John Buescher (left), Rob Reynolds, Lionel Mitchell, Paul 
Scuderi and Rich Smalling check out the thrust washers in the 

TR6 engine. 

Please join us on Sunday, August 24th, for CTR’s 15th 
annual Cruisin’ for Crustaceans tour.  This year we’ll travel 
over country roads to Capt Billy’s Crab House in Pope’s 
Creek, Maryland via pleasant Southern Maryland back-
roads. 

  
Capt Billy’s is located by the Potomac River in south-

ern Charles County.  Steamed crabs are available for those 
who enjoy the Maryland summer tradition of picking crabs.  
Prices vary with availability, but were running $35 per 
dozen in mid July.  We will be sitting inside – there is 
something to be said for air conditioning in August!  Sepa-
rate checks have been arranged. 

  

project.  No problems were encountered and, from the con-
dition of internal parts, it looks like John found a recently 
rebuilt engine in great condition. 

 
When work was done in the garage, it was time for 

brats, beverages and a lot of open-ended discussion, much 
of which involved Triumphs. 

We will use the same rendezvous point that we did last 
year, the Shell station at the intesection of Route 301 and 
the Marlboro Pike in Upper Marlboro, Maryland.  (From 
the Beltway, take Exit 11 and go southeast on Route 4 
(Pennsylvania Avenue) to Route 301 in Upper Marlboro.  
Take Route 301 north toward Baltimore and go just over a 
half mile to the Marlboro Pike (Route 725), the second traf-
fic light.  The Shell station will be on your left.  There are 
also a Dunkin’ Donuts, McDonalds and Texaco station at 
the intersection, so facilities, gas, and donuts should 
abound!) 

   
Our route this year will cover just under 60 miles and will 
take about an hour and twenty minutes to run.  We’ll meet 
at 10:15 or so and get on the road no later than 10:30.  
Please let Art Fournier – artfournier@comcast.net  or 410-
535-0690 – know if you’ll be attending no later than Au-
gust 20th in order to give the restaurant a headcount.  We 
hope to see you at what is one of CTR’s most long standing 
and best-attended annual events! 
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“But Officer, I wasn’t Going 
to be Out that Long” 

Bruce Hislop 
The title is the punch line to a joke about a police offi-

cer pulling over a [fill in the blank: blond, redneck, etc.] 
for speeding.  When the officer informed the driver that 
he/she was clocked at 75 miles per hour, the driver re-
plied… you get the idea. 

 
I filled up my truck the other day – or at least I tried 

to.  Did you know that most fuel pumps automatically shut 
off at $75.00?  Ask Me How I Know.  In case you haven’t 
noticed, gas is over $4.00/gallon for regular and rising.  
(By the time this makes it into print and into your mailbox, 
$4.00/gallon might be the “good ol’ days.”)  This got me 
wondering about what one can do to help defray the cost 
of fueling up.  The number one tip you always hear is that 
driving 55 miles/hour saves gas.  I wondered just how 
much gas it saves, and is it truly worth it.  I mean, if I 
drive twice as fast I get to work in half the time, so the 
cost should be the same, right?  I know that the drag cre-
ated by driving through air increases with speed as a 
square function, thus the vehicle has to work harder to 
maintain a constant, faster speed, but again, it’ll take less 
time to get to work.  I didn’t have any quantitative results 
showing the actual gas mileage effect of this, so I decided 
to conduct my own little test on my way to work. 

 
First some basics:  I drive 15 miles to work, but as 

you’ll see, that’s not really a factor, as long as I use the 
same distance for each calculation.  I made the assumption 
that the amount of gas injected into the cylinder does not 
depend on the rpm of the engine.  I also did the calcula-
tions in ratios since I don’t know the volume of gas in-
jected and therefore can’t calculate the volume of gas 
burned on my way to work at different speeds, and there-
fore the actual mpg of the trip.  Yeah, the truck doesn’t 
have one of those “instantaneous mpg” displays. 

 
OK.  Here we go.  I drove the truck at a steady 45 

miles per hour in top gear (much to the dismay of the 
honking drivers behind me) and noted the rpm of the en-
gine.  I then sped up to 50, 55, 60, 65 and 70 mph, noting 
the rpm at each speed.  I stopped at 70 due to traffic and 
the fact that I drive right by a State Police barracks on my 
way to work.  I’m all about suffering for science, but the 
idea of this experiment is to save money.  A speeding 
ticket would certainly get in the way of that. 

 
I converted the rpm to revolutions per hour.  That is, if 

I drove the truck for one hour, this is the number of times the 
engine would cycle through all 8 cylinders (but I wasn’t go-
ing to be out that long).  Dividing by the speed 
“compensates” for the drive to work taking less time at faster 
speeds.  Finally, multiplying by the distance to work gives the 
total number of engine revolutions made on my trip to work.  
Here’s what it looks like. 

 
At 45 mph, the engine rpm was about 1200. 
 

 1200 rev | 60 min |     hour    |  15 miles  =  24,000 revolutions 
       min   |  1 hour | 45 miles | 

 
Data for all test speeds are as follows: 

The Ratio column is the revolutions turned at speed di-
vided by the least number of revolutions possible for the trip 
(24,000).  The percent increase in fuel burned is directly re-
lated to the decrease in gas mileage.  It should be noted that 
there is a drop in rpm in the truck at 60 mph.  This could be 
due to overdrive, some whoopsie with my right foot as I 
looked down at my dash, or even me reading the gauge incor-
rectly (though I did verify the data multiple times).  Estima-
tion of rpm is a bit subjective, as the gauge is marked in 100 
rpm intervals and the meter needle is fat by comparison.  Ad-
ditionally, slight changes in rpm have a large effect on the 
Ratio.  

 
So, what have we learned?  Driving at 55 mph is NOT 

necessarily the most fuel efficient.  Driving at the slowest 
speed that keeps you in the top gear (or overdrive) is the most 
efficient speed in terms of fuel burned.  In general, the rate of 
rpm increase (and fuel burned) is greater than the rate of 
speed increase (and drive time decrease).  In that it isn’t al-
ways safe to drive at the slowest speed in top gear (e.g., driv-
ing 45 mph in a 55 mph zone), the slowest one should drive, 
and most fuel efficient, is the speed limit.  Specific to my 
truck, I’ll take the slight decrease in fuel mileage (1.6%) and 
drive at 60 mph to better keep up with traffic.  It’s cheaper 
than driving 70 mph.  Darn. 

Speed 
(mph) 

  
Revolutions 

(rpm) 
Distance 
(miles) 

Revolutions 
turned 

Ratio % inc in 
burn 

45 1200 15 24,000 1 0.00 
50 1350 15 24,300 1.0125 1.25 
55 1500 15 24,545 1.022727 2.227 
60 1625 15 24,375 1.014625 1.56 
65 1775 15 24,577 1.024038 2.40 
70 1950 15 25,071 1.044643 4.46 
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The Original 
British Car Day 

June 1, 2008 

The original British Car Day, hosted by the Chesa-
peake Chapter of the New England MG T Register is one 
of the oldest and largest British car shows in the region.  
This year’s BCD at Lilypons Water Gardens seemed to 
attract more Triumphs than any other marque.  And among 
the Triumphs were an amazing number of TR6s.  As usual, 
Lilypons offered little shade; however, canopies brought 
by clubs and individuals provided some respite from the 
sun.  A late day thundershower tossed at least one canopy 
around – a lesson learned about the need to stake tents 
properly.  The weather and confusion on the part of the 
tabulators caused judging results and the awards ceremony 
to be delayed until very late in the afternoon. 

 
Congratulations are in order for several CTR members 

who were recognized in the popular vote:  Matt Schipani 
and Bill Scroggs for 1st place and honorable mention re-
spectively in the Spitfire/GT6 class, Brent Jones and Ger-
man Paraud for 3rd place and honorable mention respec-
tively in the Early TR6 class, Paul Belvin for honorable 
mention in the Late TR6 class, and Lionel Mitchell for 1st 
place in the TR7/8 class.  Well done against tough compe-
tition! 

TR6s dominated the show field. 

Capital Triumph Register members relax while surrounded 
by TR6s at British Car Day held June 1 at Lilypons, Md.  

Weather was great for this year's show except for a passing 
shower that caused a frenzy to erect hoods. 

Above -  Lionel Mitchell checks out a GT6 in the Spitfire and 
GT6 class.  Lionel took first class with his TR7 coupe in the 

TR7 and TR8 class. 
 

Left -  Matt Schipani shows off his first-place winning GT6 at 
in the GT6 and Spitfire class at British Car Day.   



Ypsilanti, Michigan 
August 4th-8th 
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New  & 
Improved 

Triumph Parts 
Lionel Mitchell 

Another Triumph cottage industry web site belongs to 
Car 11 Triumph TR6 Specialists. His site is: http://
www.tr6car11.bravehost.com/.  You may have seen this 
guy’s listings on e-bay, and I’ve included his very expen-
sive disc calipers and rotors in this column before.  Some of 
this is a bit of repetition, but it’s not just TR6 only. There 
are things here for TR2-6 models, but nothing for Stag, or 
TR7/8, not to mention Heralds.  There are a few bits for 
Spitfire and GT6 models.  The web site is not all that great, 
but my main complaint is that many of the items do not 
have prices listed. 

 
This guy makes a lot of billet items that look nice under 

the bonnet and reduce weight.  On two different pages, he 
lists the billet items but does not include prices. On another 
page, he lists some of the billet items, along with other 
items, with prices. For some of the items, it’s unclear 
whether they’re billet or not. Here are a sampling of the 
billet items and prices: fan extensions for TR3-6 ($85-$95); 
fan adapter for 13 blade red TR6 fan for TR2-6 models 
($50); billet shifter knobs forTR2-6, GT6, and Spitfire 
($50); TR6/250 billet covers for brake master cylinder, 
clutch master cylinder, windshield washer reservoir, and 

carburetor dampers ($35-$50).  He shows billet crankshaft 
pulleys but does not actually have any.  I contacted him on 
that item.  

Billet parts from Car 11 

Car 11 Big Brake Kit 

Other items include rebuilt Bosch gear reduction start-
ers for TR4-6 ($250); TR4 IRS and TR250/6 roll bars 
($250), and aluminum rocker shaft spacers ($50). 

 
The big ticket item is the big brake kit.  The price is 

not listed, but I’ve seen this on e-bay for over $2000.  The 
kit consists 11” slotted and drilled billet rotors, forged 4-
piston Wildwood calipers, billet hubs with extra long ARP 
wheel studs, and wheel spacers for clearance.  For an extra 
$120 you can add the Aeroquip brake line kit. 

 
He also has his TR6 racer for sale at $15,000 if you 

just happen to be in the market for a turn-key race car. 
 
So there it is, another cottage industry supporting the 

Triumph community.  Some of the stuff, I would call 
“bling.”  Other parts on the web site are desirable “new 
and improved” Triumph parts.  I’ve not had any experi-
ence with buying from this vendor.  So, I can’t comment 
on dealing with the vendor or on the quality of the prod-
ucts. 
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British Invade 
Damascus 

July 12, 2008 

While that might sound like the introduction to a “film 
at eleven” news article, it’s really about the small British 
car show that’s become established as part of the Damascus 
Days celebration in northern Montgomery County, Mary-
land.  No competition, no prizes, just the opportunity to 
relax with friends, enjoy some live music and good food, 
and eye the more serious show of American metal across 
the street.  The British Invasion takes place on the lawn of 
the Damascus United Methodist Church, but just across the 
road at Damascus Chevrolet about 200 classics, muscle 
cars, street rods and the like line up in a mass of chrome 
and superchargers.  Several CTR members brought their 
cars, while others stopped by to visit and get inspiration for 
on-going projects.  If you couldn’t attend this year, plan on 
it in 2009! 

Top to bottom - Rich Bohan’s TR6, the McHargs enjoy the 
shade of the CTR canopy, and Joe Cannon with his MG TD 
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BOG TGIO 
May 25, 2008 

Each year when the dust has settled, CTR holds a 
TGIO party for the BOG volunteers and staff.  This 
year’s was held at Paul Scuderi’s home in Damascus, 
Maryland. 

Lionel Mitchell and Charlie Brown 

Seated - Karl Johnson, Patti Townsend, Penny Johnson and 
Maria Prior; 

Standing - Paul Edelstein, Rich Townsend and Stephen Prior 

Mary Burke and Pam Michel 

Tom Burke, Jerry Kunkle, Paul Scuderi, and Judie Kunkle 



CLASSIFIED 
 

CTR assumes no responsibility for quality or condition of 
merchandise listed herein.  All transactions resulting from listings 
are strictly between buyer and seller. 
 
NOTE: Ads for CTR members shall run on a space available basis 
for 3 issues.   To rerun, please resubmit your ad at end of  period.   
Other ads are space available only. 
 
1974 TR6 for sale.  Garage kept, 80% restored, solid body, 
new fenders, rebuilt engine, complete upholstery kit, many 
extras.  $4,500.  Call Bob at 540-898-3763 
 
1964 TR 4 complete excellent parts car for sale.  
Complete poor restoration project, no O/D, steel wheels.  
Body and frame rusty, engine locked but otherwise a great 
parts car.??? Best offer, please, under $1000.  Thanks.  Call 
Jeff at Motorhead 703-573-3140 or 800-527-3140. 
 
1979 Triumph TR6 for sale.  All original, 25,000 miles, 
new brakes/clutch, hoses in ‘02, new battery in 06.  Factory 
hardtop, redlines, relector top, white/black, mint 
condition.  $17,500 obo.  515-253-0633 or 
dc.stephens@earthlink.net.  Car located in Des Moines, 
IA.  Pictures/video available upon request.  If you’re 
looking for an original TR6, this is the one! 
 
Wanted to buy.   Early TR6.  Pre-1974, with earlier cars 
preferred.  Excellent driver condition, rust free, 
mechanically sound, very presentable.  Yellow, blue, red or 
sienna preferred.    Contact Bill S. at 301-651-6083 or 
wsteinman@pogolaw.com 
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It’s been years… 
 
…since we’ve ordered any 
club clothing. Frankly, the sup-
ply has completely run out. 
I’ve had a few members re-
quest colors and sizes I don’t have on hand. It’s time to re-
stock. 
 

So, here’s the process that we’ve used before. You con-
tact me with your request for golf shirts, hats, and patches. 
After a week or so, I’ll contact Ralph Janelli at Fourth Gear, 
Ltd. and place the order. When your merchandise comes in, 

CTR Regalia 

you reimburse the club treasury for your order. 
 
Shirts and hats are embroidered with the CTR logo. 

The shirts are the tested and proven Jonathan Corey, 
100% combed cotton. Most basic colors are available. If 
you’re looking for an exact paint match to your car, you 
may be out of luck. When you order, I can probably tell 
you if the color’s available. I’ve had a couple of these 
shirts for years. They’ve faded a little from driving with 
the top down, but they’ve worn like iron. The ball caps 
come in stone washed green, blue, khaki, and tan. Or, if 
you chose to create your own club clothing, patches are 
available that can be applied to anything from a canvas 
brief case to a winter coat. Let your imagination take 
over. 

 
If you order now, you get the colors you want at club 

cost. The shirts are $31, hats are $12, and patches are $5. 
If you don’t place your order now, prices go up and your 
color choice may not be available.   

 
My contact information is:   

 charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 
 or 703-878-1337 



EVENTS 
 
All listings including  “*CTR*” are events for which  club 
participation points will be awarded. 
 
Jul 12 - Damascus Days Car Show – Over 250 Street 
Rods…..and hopefully a good number of British Cars too.  
We have our own “field” just across from the Rod show. 
Paul Scuderi, tr6_guy@hotmail.com  *CTR* 
Jul 26 - Car, Truck and Motorcycle Show, Manassas Park 
High School, VA, Rich Townsend 
Jul 22- ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Aug 2 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Aug 4-8 - North American Triumph Challenge (VTR 
National Convention), Ypsilanti, MI — now in it’s 30th 
year, the VTR National Convention is returning to its roots 
as the North American Triumph Challenge.  2008 
highlights:  Spinal Tappets Farewell Tour.  48-hour Spitfire 
rebuild sponsored by the North American Spitfire 
Squadron.  Keynote speaker is B.S. Levy.  Featured models 
are the TR250 and the 2000 Roadster.  If you plan to 
attend, contact Lionel Mitchell to coordinate activities.  
www.natc2008.com *CTR* 
Aug 16 - KDO Beach Run *CTR* 
Aug 24 - Cruisin’ for Crustaceans, Art Fournier *CTR* 
Sep 6 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Sep 11-13 - Six Pack Trials, Townsend, TN, www.6-
pack.org 
Sep 13 (Tentative)  - Lucas Tour, night ride with Paul 
Edelstein, pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com *CTR* 
Sep 14 - Virginia Scottish Games British Car Show, Sky 
Meadow, Delaplane, VA, Tony Brooks, 703-946-7969 or 
brooks.anthony@gmail.com 
Sep 14 - Classics on the James, British Car Days, Brown’s 
Island, Richmond, VA, Pre-registration only! 
www.britishcarclub.com or David at 804-231-1964 
Sep 16  - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Sep 20 - KDO Civil War Run *CTR* 
Sep 20 - Edgar Rohr Memorial Car Meet, Bull Run Region, 
Antique Automobile Club of America, www.aaca.org/
bullrun or Nicki Hudson, 540-522-6533 
Sep 21 - Meeting of the Marques, Boiling Springs, PA Pepi 
Clay at pclay@ycpc.org 
Sep 27 - MGs on the Rocks, Belair, MD Richard Liddick 
410-817-6862 or rgl2mgbgt@aol.com 
Sep 27 - Wings and Wheels, Topping, VA, 
www.wingsandwheels.us 
Sep 27-28 - American British Reliability Run (3 different 
routes this year, with one in Pennsylvania) www.abrr.org 

Sep 28-30 - SVRA Racing, Virginia International 
Raceway, www.virclub.org 
Oct 4 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Oct 12 - Hunt Country Classic followed by CTR Picnic, 
Lionel Mitchell *CTR* 
Oct 18-19 - KDO Antietem Run and Overnighter.  If you 
plan to attend, contact Paul Scuderi with regard to 
reservations for the overnight stay.  Rooms fill up quickly 
during the fall foliage season!  *CTR* 
Oct 18 - Brits by the Bay, Triumphs Around the  
Chesapeake (TRAC), Pasadena, MD, www.tracltd.org 
Oct 18 - Rockville Classic and Antique Car Show 
Oct 24-26 - Northeast Rally Club Fall Rally, DE 
Nov 1 - T4, VA location *CTR* 
Nov 15 - Air & Space Museum Run *CTR* 
Nov 18 - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Dec 6 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Dec 7 - Holiday Party, MD location *CTR* 
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Membership Renewal / Application 
For renewals with unchanged status, return your mailing label. 

 
Name   ____________________________    
 
Address____________________________ 
 
             ____________________________ 
 
             ____________________________ 
 
 
Phone   ____________________________ 
 
E-mail   ____________________________ 
 
TRIUMPH’s owned__________________ 
 
              ____________________________ 
 
Newsletter Preference:  Electronic _______   
 
                                       Paper        _______ 

 
Annual Dues - $25.00, or 

2 years for $45.00  SAVE $5.00!!! 
 

Checks Payable to C.T.R. 
Please complete this form and return to: 

 
Matt Schipani 

44333 Silkworth Terrace 
Ashburn, VA 20147 

CLUB OFFICERS 
President Paul Scuderi (240) 876-7222  
 Damascus  tr6_guy@hotmail.com   
Vice President  Lionel Mitchell (703) 754-7362 
 Haymarket  haymarket4@verizon.net 
Secretary John Buescher (703) 522-6571 
 Arlington  John.Buescher@hqda.army.mil 
Treasurer Rich Smalling (703) 430-0920 
 Sterling  RJSmalling@aol.com  
Events Directors Rich Townsend (540) 788-4588 
 Catlett  retownsendjr@comcast.net 
  Bill Goodwin  (301) 870-8594  
 Bryantown  redrag@radix.net 
Club Liaison Bruce Hislop (410) 721-9411 
 Crofton  BMHislop@hotmail.com  
Membership Matt Schipani (703) 724-1573 
 Ashburn  matt@ashburnsoftware.com    
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TRIUMPH TRIVIA:  As the story goes, what did  
Standard-Triumph get in trade for allowing Vickers-
Supermarine to use the name Vanguard on its next passen-
ger aircraft? 

Standard-Triumph was supposedly given the name Spitfire 
for its soon to be introduced low cost sportscar. 

Deadline for  
the next issue of  
The Standard: 
August 15th! 

Signs of the Times 



PAGES 1 and 6 -  Limited Slip Differential Tech Session;  
PAGE 2 - CTR Happenings; PAGE 3 - Overnighter and Civil War Run; Lucas Tour;  

PAGE 4 -  C & O Canal Run; Test Drive a MG; Hunt Country Classic;  
PAGE 5 - Lets do the Time Warp Again; PAGE  8 - Slowing Down Saves Fuel;  

PAGE  9 - The Big R in Trip; PAGE  10 - Events; Classifieds; PAGE  11 - Club Info 

Copyright © 2008, Capital Triumph Register, all rights reserved.  Material in this publication may not be reproduced or republished in 
any form without prior written permission.  Direct requests to the editor of The Standard. 

Bill Wemhoff offers advice and support while Lionel Mitchell manhandles a differential into position beneath his TR6. 
For more on the Tech/Help Session, see page 6. 
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CTR Happenings 
Welcome CTR’s Newest Member: 
 

 Bradley Quin, Purcellville, VA,  1974 BRG TR6 
 
Events and Updates 
 

September and October will be busy, with events planned 
that should appeal to every interest. 

 
September 6 and October 4 are reserved for “Get Your 

Hands Dirty” Tech/Help Sessions.  If you have an on-going 
project, need help, or want to share skill, think about hosting 
a GYHD session.  Contact Paul Scuderi if you’re interested. 

 
September 13 is confirmed as the date for the annual Lu-

cas Tour.  September 20 has been chosen for the Test Drive a 
MG or Triumph event.  September 27 will be the C & O Ca-
nal Run.  October 12 is the Hunt Country Classic show and 
CTR picnic.  October 25-26 will be the CTR Fall Overnighter 
and Civil War Battlefield tour.  Details on all these events are 
in this issue of The Standard. 

 
North American Triumph Challenge (NATC) 
 

The Mitchells and the Oertwigs attended this year’s 
NATC, also known as the Vintage Triumph Register’s annual 
convention, in Ypsilanti, Michigan.  Look for details in the 
September edition of The Standard. 

 
Leonardtown, Maryland, Veteran’s Day Parade 
 

Each year on November 11, Leonardtown, Maryland 
hosts a huge Veteran’s Day Parade.  The parade isn’t long, 
but each year 7,000 to 9,000 people participate in it.  CTR 
member Kevin McCarthy has extended an invitation to join 
with the Patuxent Valley Foreign Car Club in the parade.  
Convertibles are needed to carry high school princesses and 
wounded veterans or just drive along in an enthusiastic dem-
onstration of small town Americana.  For more information, 
contact Kevin at mccarthykjeb@md.metrocast.net. 

 
E-Mail Event Notification 
 

 Please make sure we have your up-to-date e-mail address 
so that you don’t miss out on news of CTR events!  And 
please don’t forget to give us your new mailing addresses and 
phone numbers when they change. 

Looking back at The Standard: 
 
Volume V, Numbers 6 and 7 
July and August 1993 

August 2008 

The July 1993 issue of The Standard included a recap 
of the Original British Car Day, then in its heyday at Allen 
Pond Park in Bowie.  Prize winners from the club included 
Glenn Minucci, Steve Barry, Al Myer, Stephen Moore, 
Bob Head, Ray Aranda, and Charlie Brown.  Beverly and 
David Dougherty gave a report on their trip to Ireland - 
“Keep left!!”, Beverly shouted. 

 
In the August 1993 issue, the lead off article was on 

the Virginia Scottish Games car show that used to be held 
in Alexandria, but has since moved west to Sky Meadow.  
Club participants in the non-judged show included Ray 
and Carole Aranda, Larry Crockett, Byron Johnson, Steve 
Michalak, Hal Hardaway, Bob Tuten, Wayne Stalick, 
Glenn Minucci, Stephen Moore, Dennis Eckhout and 
Charlie Brown..  The issue also included a technical article 
on a load balance test to ensure all cylinders are doing 
their fair share of the work. 
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Civil War Run 
and Fall Overnighter 

to 
Shepherdstown, WV’s Bavarian Inn 

Paul Scuderi 

On Saturday and Sunday, October 25th and 26th, we’ll 
combine two events that have been on the club’s wish list.  
It’s been a few years since we’ve visited beautiful Shepherds-
town, WV and its Bavarian Inn.  This was a very successful 
and enjoyable event for club members.  This time around, 
we’ll also take time on Saturday to visit the Antietam Battle-
field. 

 
We’ll meet Saturday 

morn (probably close to 
noon) at the Bavarian Inn.  
After unloading luggage and 
stretching the legs, we’ll be 
joined by a friend, Carey 
Scates.  Carey is a Civil War 
buff and knows a good deal 
about this area.  His great-great grandfather was a confederate 
soldier who fought in this part of the war.  Carey will ride 
with us to the battlefield and meet with one of the park rang-
ers, who (I hope) will give us a tour of the park, with Carey 
interjecting his knowledge and GGGF’s stories via walkie-
talkie between cars. 

 
After the Antietam tour, we’ll return to the Inn to relax, 

walk around the grounds, relax, walk around Shepherdstown, 
relax, sit around the Inn, relax….  After a night’s stay at the 
Inn, we’ll depart on Sunday morning. 

 
The Bavarian Inn books up quickly.  Checking with the 

reservation manager, the 25th of October was the earliest the 
Inn had a quantity of rooms available.  I will book a block of 
10 rooms for our stay. Members will then need to call and 
make reservations for their own rooms within this block.  In-
dividual reservations MUST be made ON OR BEFORE 
SEPTEMBER 15th.   After this date, the unused rooms will 
revert back to the public.  Rooms (“Garden Rooms”) are 
$165.00 plus taxes, tags, title, etc.  To reserve a room, call 
Lois Dickerson at (304) 876-0415.  Please call early and 
don’t forget to discuss all the nuances/policies with Lois 
(she’s a very nice lady).  For more information on the Bavar-
ian Inn, go to www.bavarianinnwv.com. 

  
More details will be forthcoming.  I hope you can make 

it! 

Mark your calendars for Lucas Tour VII, this year 
on a new later date.  While September continues to fea-
ture balmy days, the evenings are a bit longer and the 
air a bit chillier.  As has become the tradition, we have 
not yet selected the destination.  So, be sure to let me 
know you are interested, and you’ll receive regular up-
dates of our planning progress! 

 
This year’s tour will continue to feature our signa-

ture format -- -- a rigorous round-trip road tour, with an 
interesting midway destination We will enjoy a two-
part road tour, approximately 100 miles total, with a 
picnic dinner midway.  The tour will start in the late 
afternoon and continue well into the evening.  Al-
though we have not yet planned the specific itinerary, I 
can tell you that departure time will be around 4:30 PM 
(a little earlier due to shorter days) from a convenient 
central location (likely the Fairfax/Beltway area, or the 
Cabin John area).  The destination will include a suit-
able picnic area or other dinner provisions.  The post-
picnic tour will end at an establishment suitable for 
confectionary rewards. 

 
Plan to bring a picnic dinner (and, optionally, a side 

dish to share).  Depending upon our destination, I sug-
gest that you bring chairs, tables, and/or blankets.  
More details as to timing and route will be e-mailed to 
club members as they become available. 

 
So, test those fuses, replace those bulbs, eat lots of 

carrots, pack a fire extinguisher, and please RSVP to 
me as soon as you can, but no later than Wednesday 
morning, September 10, to facilitate planning and to 
make sure that you are on the “list” for the final details. 

 
  Email pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com or 

call me at (703) 914-0507.  Please also send me your 
home and cell phone numbers (if you have one) in the 
event of last-minute changes. 

 
We look forward to seeing you, bright and shiny, 

on September 13! 

Lucas Tour 
Strikes Again! 

Saturday, September 13th 
Paul Edelstein 



The  Standard Page 4 August 2008 

Test Drive a MG 
September 20th, 9:00 a.m. 

C & O Canal Run 
September 27th, 9:30 a.m. 

Paul Scuderi 

Join us on Saturday, September 27th, for a relaxing 
KDO (Knock the Dust Off) run along the roads paralleling 
the C & O Canal.    

 
Construction of the C & O Canal began on July 4, 

1828.  Costing 14 million dollars, it took 22 years to com-
plete, beginning operation on October 10, 1850.  The 
184.5 mile Canal required 74 “lift locks”, 7 dams, 11 aq-
ueducts, and the construction of an enormous (Paw-Paw) 
tunnel, which stretches 3,118ft, and is 27ft wide and 24ft 
high.  The tunnel alone took 8 years to build, which is an 
average of only about 1 foot per day!  The Canal is a testa-
ment to man’s ingenuity, and, with its proximity to the 
Potomac River, has become a wonderful place for people 
to enjoy the park and its natural surroundings.   

 
On our KDO, we’ll visit several locks, the Monocacy 

Aqueduct, and end our trip at White’s Ferry, covering ap-
proximately 55 miles.  These great LBC roads combined 
with a number of “get you feet wet” stops will make for a 
memorable KDO Run. 

 
Our trip will begin at 9:45am at the Carderock Parking 

lot, just north of Rte 495.  We’ll depart at 10am sharp.  
Directions to Carderock are as follows: 

 
From Maryland - take 495 to the Carderock exit, 

which is JUST before the Cabin John Bridge (it will al-
ways be the Cabin John Bridge to me).  Heading north 
towards Potomac, merge onto Clara Barton Parkway.  
Right exit off Clara Barton up a ramp.  At top of ramp, 
turn left and cross bridge.  Wind through the park entrance 
to stop sign at tee in road.  Turn left and meet at the far 
end of the parking lot. Bonus – There are facilities at this 
location. 

Ever had the urge to test drive a MGA or MGB?  Or a 
TR6?  How do these cars compare?  Here’s your chance to 
find out.  The MG Car Club Washington DC Centre (or 
MGCCWDCC for short) has once again asked the Capital 
Triumph Register to join them in their annual Test Drive 
event, which will be held at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, Septem-
ber 20th at the Bull Run Regional Park, just off I-66 in Cen-
treville, Virginia. 

 
The idea is simple.  Attend the event and take a brief 

drive over a closed course in someone else’s LBC while 
making your LBC (assuming you bring one) available to 
others to drive.  We did this with the MGCCWDCC in 
2007 and had a great time sharing a MGA, MGB converti-
bles and GTs, a Magnette sedan, TR6s, a TR8, Spitfires, a 
Herald, a 2000 sedan and a few others.  Lots of fun. 

 
If you’re interested in attending,  the CTR point of contact 
is Lionel Mitchell, haymarket4@verizon.net or (703) 754-
7362, while the overall MGCCWDCC organizer is Charlie 
Scott, seescott@cox.net or (703) 863-8707. 

From Virginia – take 495 towards Rte 270.  Exit just 
over Cabin John Bridge onto Clara Barton Parkway, veer-
ing north towards Carderock/Potomac.  Travel beneath 495 
and follow the directions above.  Interesting note:  Can you 
spot the Patriot Missile Battery on the grounds of the Naval 
testing facility?  

 
Should be a great day.  For info or to RSVP contact 

Paul Scuderi at tr6_guy@hotmail.com,  or call (240) 876-
7222.   

Hunt Country Classic 
(And CTR Picnic) 
Sunday, October 12th 

Don’t forget to sign up for the Hunt Country Classic  
hosted by the MGCCWDCC.  Details are on their website, 
http://www.mgcarclubdc.com/hcc/hcc_main.html 

 
And after the show, don’t forget the CTR picnic hosted 

by Nancy and Lionel Mitchell.  Details to follow in the 
September newsletter. 



The  Standard Page 5 August 2008 

Lets do the Time 
Warp Again 

Lionel Mitchell 

A few months ago, I saw a reference on the internet to 
this old, still-in-existence British Leyland dealership in 
Roanoke, Virginia.  Well, to be more precise, an ex-BL 
dealership still open as a British car repair and restoration 
shop, but with all the BL signage still in place.  I was plan-
ning a pilgrimage to my homeland in Alabama to visit ex-
tended family in May, and given that I would be passing by 
Roanoke on the way down …. Well, you get the picture. 

 
What is this place? The ex-BL dealership is called 

Webb Motors, still owned and operated by Byron Webb 
(and don’t ask if he’s related to Senator Jim Webb – AM-
HIK), and get this, he still has two of his original employ-
ees working for him.  The shop is located on highway U.S. 
11, just north of town.  It’s a very small building for a car 
dealer, but back in those days, Roanoke was a very small 
place.  You know you’ve found it as you approach because 
there’s a line-up of Triumphs, MGs, and Rovers in front of 
the building.  What a time warp.  So, I park and walk in, 
and there’s this white-hair gentleman with a big nose sitting 
behind a desk.  There are British cars on the showroom 
floor and period BL dealer posters of advertisements and 
car scenes from SCCA race event in the 60’s and 70’s on 
the wall. A poster behind Mr. Webb’s desk is of himself at 
the dealership when these cars were new.  He was easy to 
identify because of his trademark nose, by his own admis-
sion.  He got up and greeted me as if I had walked in to buy 
a BL sports car in the 1970’s, gave me his business card a 
started showing me the cars.  He beamed as he showed off 
his pride and joy – a show quality TR8 with a  4.2 liter 
Rover engine with Edlebrock intake manifold and carbure-
tor.  It’s the only car not for sale in show room. He sells the 
restored cars with a 1-year warranty.   He was very hospita-
ble and chatty, telling me about the difference between 
fresh air vents on A/C and non-A/C TR7s when I told him I 
had one. 

He had one of his assistants take me to the lower level 
where they do repair and restoration.  It’s configured like a 
walk-out basement – showroom on street level and shop at 
a lower level around back.  There were three LBCs there 
they were working on: an AH-3000, an MGB, and a TR3.  
One of the old timers is a body and interior man and the 
other one is the mechanical guy – I say old-timer, but 
they’re probably not much older than I.  The mechanic told 
me about when theTR7 first came out.  When they took 
delivery on the new Wedges, they soon learned that they 
had to “go through” the cars and tighten all the nuts and 
bolts so that the cars would stay together after customers 
brought them.  Remember, these were the Speke cars put 
together by a disgruntled labour force. 

 
There were several cars to the side of the building in 

various states of disrepair, some with tarps over them.  My 
favourite car in the showroom, besides the TR8, was a 
“new” 1980 Rover SD1.  You would think it was 1980 all 
over again.  Forget “Back to the Future” in a DeLorean.  
This was “Time Warp Again” at a BL dealer in a Rover 
SD1.  But rather than waste more space on words, look at 
the photos to get the time warp experience for yourself.  
Webb Motors shares a web site with another business that 
is co-located in the part of the show room call “I’ve Been 
Framed by Louie.” Check out the out the photo gallery 
(http://www.framedbylouie.com/). 

 
In case you’re not familiar with the Roanoke area, it’s 

on I-81 just north of Blacksburg.  From Haymarket, at 70 
mph on I-66 and I-81, it was a 3-hour drive.  But a more 
interesting journey, per Tom Burke’s suggestion, would be 
the Skyline Drive to the Blue Ridge Parkway; overnight at 
Peaks-of-Otter Lodge; and drop down off the mountains to 
Roanoke (the Noke as the locals say) and enter the time 
warp. Anyone up for an overnighter?  

Byron Webb showing off a TR8 with a Rover SD1 off to the side 



(Continued on Page 7) 
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LSD Tech Session 
Lionel Mitchell 

The Acquisition 

No, this wasn’t a session on how to reach Nirvana us-
ing Lysergic Acid Diethylamide.  It all started innocently 
enough when I just looked casually on eBay under TR6 
parts.  And there at the top of the listing, expiring in 3 
hours, was a “new” TR6 limited slip differential.  To be 
more precise, it was a never-installed, rebuilt TR6 differen-
tial with a Quaiff limited slip installed from Rimmer Broth-
ers.  All you would have to do is drop the old one out, and 
slap that sucker in.  You may recall the story of how the 
differential on my red ’73 TR6 disintegrated at an autocross 
event at a TRF summer party a few years ago.  I replaced 
the broken diff with the one out of my ’75 TR6 (you know, 
the one under restoration for like, forever).  Well, that diff 
has about 120k miles on it, and it has some gear lash not to 
mention a leaking front pinion seal.  And since I intended 
to drive this car to NATC (that’s another story for another 
day), it seemed to make sense to replace the diff and have 
an even better autocross car at the same time.  I looked 
quickly at the Rimmer’s web site and there it was – for 
$2300 plus about a million dollars shipping cost from the 
UK.  The bidding was at a level of less than a non-LSD 
rebuilt unit at TRF. Soooo, I waited until the last minute 
and bid all I could rationalize, but thought was that it was 
probably lower than any knowledgeable TR6 guy would 
pay.  And, lo and behold, I won. 

Planning the Session 

So now the scheming starts: how do I pay for this and 
how do I get the installation done?  I’ll have to plead the 5th 
amendment on the first part of that question.  As for the 
second part, that same weekend, John Buescher was hold-
ing a tech session to disassemble an engine he bought on 
eBay.  So, why not have a tech session to install a differen-
tial? I sent out an email message to as many CTR folks as I 
could find addresses for announcing a tech session in two 
weeks and hoped for the best. 

In the meantime, I started taking off parts to make the 
job easier if people actually showed up.   You had to re-
move the parts to get the old diff out and the new one in 
anyway.  So out came the muffler and exhaust pipes 
(having a stainless steel exhaust system makes that part so 
much easier).  Then I unbolted the axle half shafts and 
drive shaft from the differential.  I have all new hardware 
because it is possible to round-off some of those nuts and 
bolt heads taking them out – AMHIK. I researched the 
proper diff lubricant for this Quaife clutch-type limited slip 

and bought that at OG Racing in Sterling. That prepared the 
stage for tech session on Saturday. 

The Session 

What we did at the session on Saturday: it sounds sim-
ple, but it took several hours total to get it done.  First, we 
took the old differential out of the car.  Tim Shalvey as-
sisted me in removing the nuts and balancing the 65 pound 
diff on the floor jack as we lowered it and pulled it 
out.  The jack was masterfully operated by Charlie 
Brown.   Next we prepared the new LSD, under Charlie’s 
guidance, by putting red RTV goop on the cover along with 
the paper gasket, and then cranked the bolts down to the 
proper torque. I then added the Redline synthetic limited 
slip 75W90 oil.  We took a break for lunch and resumed 
with putting the new diff in the car.  This time it’s Matt 
Schipani and me under the car with Charlie, again, driving 
the floor jack. This was trickier than expected. You had to 
keep the diff level on the jack while maneuvering it around 
obstacles, like the brake and gas pipes, and then line it up 
with the four studs on the frame where it mounts.  This 
sounds simple, but it took several tries.  Matt has the idea 
of placing the diff on a piece of plywood, and Tom Burke, 
aka Bungee Man, came up with the bloody brilliant idea of 
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securing the diff to the plywood with bungee cords (from 
the book “1001 uses for Bungee Cords,” no doubt).  That 
sucker went right up and Matt and I slapped the nuts on and 
torqued  ‘em, and we called it a day. We were ably super-
vised by Paul Edelstein, Bill Wemhoff, Brian Murray, and 
Rich Wilkins.  

BTW, Dennis Eckhout told me at NATC the he and 
LuAnne did this same job together – and she still married 
him! 

Session Aftermath 

What I did on Sunday after the session: I greased the 
drive shaft u-joint and inside LH axle u-joint, and the LH 
axle spline shaft and connected the LH axle and drive shaft 
to the new diff.  You would think I could have gotten the 
other side done, but as with a lot of things on these cars, 
Murphy always seems to be lurking behind a u-joint or rub-
ber gaiter. I should have greased both axles before putting 
in the new diff, but that didn’t work out because of the way 
we worked as team on Saturday.  I did manage to stuff 
some new grease in the rubber gaiter after taking the wire 
wrapping off one side and sliding the axle shaft partially 
out.  The most time-consuming part was getting the rubber 
gaiter back on.  After trying to use a slot blade screwdriver 
for awhile, I finally hit on the idea of using plastic bicycle 
tire irons (does that make them tire plastics?).  That 
worked.  I secured it with a plastic tie.  I like those much 
better than the wires – so much easier to use.  I finished up 
the afternoon’s work by attaching the LH axle and drive 
shaft with new hardware torqued to “90-120 ft-lbs” per 
Robert Bentley.  No sniggering, please.  I’ll check the 

torque again later.  During the week and the following 
weekend, I greased the RH axle and fastened it to the diff.  
I then jacked the front of the car up and supported it with 
jack stands to make it level, and topped up the differential 
oil using the Redline synthetic 75W90 oil with friction 
additive for LSD using a lever-style oil can.  I torqued all 
nuts on the axles and drive shaft, and then I reinstalled the 
exhaust pipes and muffler.  I drained the gearbox oil and 
replaced it with Redline MT90, synthetic oil for classic 
gearboxes such as the one in the TR6 (recommended by 
Classic Motorsports mag).  To fill the gear box, I used a 
hand pump which was effective if a little messy. 

I too have the common affliction that Paul Scuderi 
wrote about, which we all suffer from..  Thanks to all who 
came over to help. 

Lionel Mitchell, Tom Burke, Charlie Brown, Matt Schipani and 
Rich Wilkins contemplate the task at hand. 

Lionel Mitchell lies down on the job. 
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I enjoyed Bruce Hislops’s article in last month’s Standard.  Slowing down is one way we can all save a little gasoline. 
 

The energy needed to move a vehicle is made up of rolling re-
sistance and aerodynamic resistance.  Rolling resistance increases 
directly with speed.  So at 60 mph your rolling resistance is twice 
what it is at 30.  However aerodynamic resistance (moving the air 
out of the way) increases as the CUBE of vehicle speed.  That 
means that, as speed doubles, aerodynamic resistance increases 
EIGHT times.   
 

Bruce’s math didn’t show the real effects of high speed on fuel 
economy.  I think his problem is the assumption that the amount of 
fuel injected into the cylinder per revolution doesn’t change as en-
gine rpm and load changes.   But the real “proof of the pudding” is 
in real road tests with real vehicles.   
 

Back in the 1970s I worked for the Department of Transporta-
tion’s “Voluntary Truck and Bus Fuel Economy Program.”  We 
worked with trucking fleets, wich even then, were hurt by the “high” cost of fuel after the Arab Oil Embargo.   
 

To convince truckers that they should slow down to save fuel, we 
challenged them to bring their big rigs to a proving ground in Ohio, 
where they were fitted with removable fuel tanks, to be weighed be-
fore and after driving 45 miles around the oval test track at 55 mph 
and whatever higher speed they claimed would get the best fuel econ-
omy. 

 
Thirty-two owner-operator truckers (those who owned their own 

trucks and were the most convinced that they got better mileage at 
higher speeds) took up the challenge.  Their results on average were: 
55 mph          5.52 mpg 
62.3 mph (the average speed at which the drivers thought they’d get the 
best mileage)          5.00 mpg 
 

That’s a 10.4% fuel economy improvement for slowing down 
from 62.3 to 55 or a 1.4% fuel economy improvement for each mile-
per-hour decrease in speed.   Projecting to the difference between 65 
and 55, one would save approximately 14% in fuel.  So if my Spitfire 
got 27 mpg at a steady 65, it should get around 31 mpg at 55. 
 

Now the “caveats” and explanations: 
1) Tractor-trailers really did get around 5 mpg back in the 1970s.  

They’ve improved a whole lot since then. 
2) “Steady state” driving at one speed around a test track isn’t 

exactly the same as “normal driving,” even if you drive all day on the freeway, but it’s a good way to get reproducible test 
data. 

3) Little British Cars aren’t the same as big 18-wheelers, but they are subject to the same rules of physics as big trucks 
when it comes to aerodynamic and rolling resistance numbers. 

4) 55 mph isn’t the most fuel efficient speed.  Bruce is pretty much right when he says that “driving at the slowest 
speed that keeps you in top gear…is the most efficient speed.” 

Slowing Down Saves Fuel – Track Test Data Proves It 
Hank Seiff 
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The Big R in Trip 
Part 1 

Bill Goodwin 

July 15th was the 
BIG day!  Carol and I 
left for two weeks in 
Ireland and a week in 
England.   Arrived in 
Dublin, Ireland about 
mid-day on the 15th  
(remember time differ-
ence).  Our two-day stay 
at the Hotel Davenport 
was right in the city center just a block from Trinity Collage.  
Using the hop on/hop off tour bus we saw just about every-
thing you could want and more.   We toured the old castle 
that is now the seat of government, the old jail and, of course, 
did the Temple Bar Area.  Dublin has many historic build-
ings, churches and the like.   No, we did not do the Guinness 
Brewery or the Jameson Distillery, but rode past and did see 
the St. James Gate and the house where the original Guinness 
family lived.   Like most places, two days just is not enough 
time to do it all.    

 
July 18th picked up our rental car and drove to Galway 

City.  Another two-night stay in a Grand Old Hotel, the Mey-
rick, on Eyre Square.  (Eyre pronounced AIR.  Now you 
know how to pronounce the name on the buses)  Galway is a 
major tourist town on the coast.  Again on the local tour bus, 
then went exploring the town and costal area.   Walking along 
the beach, one can see for miles the coast line and high hills 
off in the distance.  Galway has everything one could want 
for a entire vacation.   And like most of Ireland, you are never 
more than three doors away form a PUB!   Did you know that 
most doors on a street are a different color?  Why, you ask?   
If you had too many at the Pub you will know witch house is 
yours!  We spent hours walking the town and the canal that 
runs through it.   

 
July 20th off to the town of Doolin in county Clare.  If you 

have been there, you know Doolin is just a “T” intersection 
with a GREAT PUB 
with live local music 
every night, Fitzger-
ald’s!  We closed that 
one for two nights.  They 
even had a fantastic 
Texas-style BBQ on 
Sunday.   Doolin is the 

town you go to if you want to see the Cliffs of Moher!  
Here is where we tried a B&B for the first time ever, a two-
night stay.   Well it was clean, but Spartan.  The breakfast 
good and plentiful.   Oh well, we did not stay inside much 
anyway.  First day took the boat ride out to see the Cliffs.  
The best way to get the whole picture.   No way could any 
army invade them hills!  Water was rough and some got 
sick on the boat.  But not us!  Day two and we drove up to 
the top of the Cliffs.   Again views to die for.  One could 
spend hours just looking at the country side.  Ireland is the 
land of five shades of Green!    

 
July 22nd on to County Kerry, town of Dingle just down 

form Conor Pass.  Another two-night stay and our second 
B&B.  This one much nicer.  Dingle is a costal town and 
harbor.  The town is quaint with lots of shops and Pubs.  
The real attraction is Conor Pass and the long costal drive.   
Conor Pass is up in the clouds.  One can see the horizon in 
every direction.   The costal drive is about 30 miles long.   
The many villages and historic sights are worth the narrow, 

and I mean narrow, 
road.  There are plenty 
of pull-offs to stop and 
take pictures.  We also 
took a side trip to a 
real (restored) Dutch 
Windmill.  In town we 
found a great Pub with 
live Irish Music both 
nights.   

 
July 24th to Macroom, County Cork.  Carol has rela-

tives who live there.  We stayed with them as we did the 
last time in Ireland.   Again Carol got to visit the house 
where her father was born and raised.   (He came to Amer-
ica when he was 21.)  This time the farmer was home and 
let us in.  That afternoon we went to the first Jameson Dis-
tillery and Queenstown for lunch.  This is where the Titanic 
made its last port of call.  Then off to see more relatives 
with music and non-stop-BEER!   Ah, the stay in Ireland 
came to a close as on Saturday we flew on the Jolly-Ole-
England.   

 
This was a trip that we used Tour Agency and bought 

an all inclusive package self-driving tour.   All hotels, 
B&Bs, rental car, airfare and most meals included.  The 
tour came with all driving instructions and a wide list of 
things to do and see.   We felt we got more than our 
money’s worth.   A great way to go if you do not know 
what you want to do and see.   You can pace to your liking.   

 
Ok, now stay tuned for the next issue and the England 

part of the trip:  DollyRoo?  The Limo!   

The Castle in Dublin 

The Cliffs of Moher 

Dingle Coast Road 



EVENTS 
 
All listings including  “*CTR*” are events for which  club 
participation points will be awarded. 
 
Aug 24 - Cruisin’ for Crustaceans, Art Fournier *CTR* 
Aug 31 - 20th Annual Out of the Past Revue sponsored by 
the Washington Times, Spring Hill Recreation Center, 
McLean, VA 
Sep 6 - GYHD Tech Session - anyone interested in hosting 
this? *CTR* 
Sep 11-13 - Six Pack Trials, Townsend, TN, www.6-
pack.org 
Sep 13 (Confirmed)  - Lucas Tour, night ride with Paul 
Edelstein, pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com *CTR* 
Sep 14 - Virginia Scottish Games British Car Show, Sky 
Meadow, Delaplane, VA, Tony Brooks, 703-946-7969 or 
brooks.anthony@gmail.com 
Sep 14 - Classics on the James, British Car Days, Brown’s 
Island, Richmond, VA, Pre-registration only! 
www.britishcarclub.com or David at 804-231-1964 
Sep 16  - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Sep 20 - Test Drive a MG, Lionel Mitchell *CTR* 
Sep 20 - Edgar Rohr Memorial Car Meet, Bull Run Region, 
Antique Automobile Club of America, www.aaca.org/
bullrun or Nicki Hudson, 540-522-6533 
Sep 21 - Meeting of the Marques, Boiling Springs, PA Pepi 
Clay at pclay@ycpc.org 
Sep 27 (NEW DATE) - KDO C&O Canal Run, Paul 
Scuderi *CTR* 
Sep 27 - MGs on the Rocks, Belair, MD Richard Liddick 
410-817-6862 or rgl2mgbgt@aol.com 
Sep 27 - Wings and Wheels, Topping, VA, 
www.wingsandwheels.us 
Sep 27-28 - American British Reliability Run (3 different 
routes this year, with one in Pennsylvania) www.abrr.org 
Sep 28-30 - SVRA Racing, Virginia International Raceway, 
www.virclub.org 
Oct 4 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Oct 12 - Hunt Country Classic followed by CTR Picnic, 
Lionel Mitchell *CTR* 
Oct 25-26 (NEW DATE!) - KDO Antietem Run and 
Overnighter.  If you plan to attend, contact Paul Scuderi 
with regard to reservations for the overnight stay.  Rooms 
fill up quickly during the fall foliage season!  *CTR* 
Oct 18 - Brits by the Bay, Triumphs Around the  
Chesapeake (TRAC), Pasadena, MD, www.tracltd.org 
Oct 18 - Rockville Classic and Antique Car Show 
Oct 24-26 - Northeast Rally Club Fall Rally, DE 
Nov 1 - T4, VA location *CTR* 
Nov 15 - Air & Space Museum Run *CTR* 

CLASSIFIED 
 

CTR assumes no responsibility for quality or condition of 
merchandise listed herein.  All transactions resulting from listings 
are strictly between buyer and seller. 
 
NOTE: Ads for CTR members shall run on a space available basis 
for 3 issues.   To rerun, please resubmit your ad at end of  period.   
Other ads are space available only. 
 
TR4 (I believe) transmission, 4-speed, believed to be 
good.  If someone would like to come get it, they may have 
it.  Located in Bowie.  Scott at TVRGEEK@yahoo.com or 
301-805-0684 
 
1980 Spitfire for sale.  Factory steel hardtop, OD, ported 
head, stainless header, 1-3/4 SU, MSD,  new diff.  Has 
been totally reliable. Very quick. Lots of parts. Asking 
$4000.   Scott at TVRGEEK@yahoo.com or 301-805-0684 
 
European Spitfire twin-carb manifolds and carbs for 
sale.  Two sets of carbs.  Intake, Iron exhaust.   Reasonable 
offer.   Scott at TVRGEEK@yahoo.com or 301-805-0684 
 
1974 TR6 for sale.  Garage kept, 80% restored, solid body, 
new fenders, rebuilt engine, complete upholstery kit, many 
extras.  $4,500.  Call Bob at 540-898-3763 
 
1964 TR 4 complete excellent parts car for sale.  
Complete poor restoration project, no O/D, steel wheels.  
Body and frame rusty, engine locked but otherwise a great 
parts car.??? Best offer, please, under $1000.  Thanks.  Call 
Jeff at Motorhead 703-573-3140 or 800-527-3140. 
 
1979 Triumph TR6 for sale.  All original, 25,000 miles, 
new brakes/clutch, hoses in ‘02, new battery in 06.  Factory 
hardtop, redlines, relector top, white/black, mint 
condition.  $17,500 obo.  515-253-0633 or 
dc.stephens@earthlink.net.  Car located in Des Moines, 
IA.  Pictures/video available upon request.  If you’re 
looking for an original TR6, this is the one! 
 
Wanted to buy.   Early TR6.  Pre-1974, with earlier cars 
preferred.  Excellent driver condition, rust free, 
mechanically sound, very presentable.  Yellow, blue, red or 
sienna preferred.    Contact Bill S. at 301-651-6083 or 
wsteinman@pogolaw.com 

Nov 18 - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Dec 6 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Dec 7 - Holiday Party, MD location *CTR* 
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Membership Renewal / Application 
For renewals with unchanged status, return your mailing label. 

 
Name   ____________________________    
 
Address____________________________ 
 
             ____________________________ 
 
             ____________________________ 
 
 
Phone   ____________________________ 
 
E-mail   ____________________________ 
 
TRIUMPH’s owned__________________ 
 
              ____________________________ 
 
Newsletter Preference:  Electronic _______   
 
                                       Paper        _______ 

 
Annual Dues - $25.00, or 

2 years for $45.00  SAVE $5.00!!! 
 

Checks Payable to C.T.R. 
Please complete this form and return to: 

 
Matt Schipani 

44333 Silkworth Terrace 
Ashburn, VA 20147 

CLUB OFFICERS 
President Paul Scuderi (240) 876-7222  
 Damascus  tr6_guy@hotmail.com   
Vice President  Lionel Mitchell (703) 754-7362 
 Haymarket  haymarket4@verizon.net 
Secretary John Buescher (703) 522-6571 
 Arlington  John.Buescher@hqda.army.mil 
Treasurer Rich Smalling (703) 430-0920 
 Sterling  RJSmalling@aol.com  
Events Directors Rich Townsend (540) 788-4588 
 Catlett  retownsendjr@comcast.net 
  Bill Goodwin  (301) 870-8594  
 Bryantown  redrag@radix.net 
Club Liaison Bruce Hislop (410) 721-9411 
 Crofton  BMHislop@hotmail.com  
Membership Matt Schipani (703) 724-1573 
 Ashburn  matt@ashburnsoftware.com    
Members-at-Large Paul Edelstein (703) 914-0507      
 Annandale  pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com 
            RJ Fortwengler (703) 243-6426  
  Arlington   fortwenr@nasdaq.com 
  Karl Johnson        (703) 978-4968  
 Fairfax  ktjark@aol.com 
  Joe Cannon (703) 280-4104 
 Fairfax   jpc8904@yahoo.com  
BOG Coordinator Tom Burke (703) 354-1361 
 Annandale  tburke4@aol.com 
  Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337 
 Dale City  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 

 
CTR website  

www.capitaltriumphregister.com 

THE STANDARD 
Published by the Capital Triumph Register 

Editor,  Art Fournier   
4729 Willows Road, Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732-4221 

Phone  - (410) 535-0690 
E-mail  -  artfournier@comcast.net 

 

The Standard welcomes any submitted material for publication; 
however, neither its editor nor the CTR accept responsibility for 
accuracy of article content or any damage or injury resulting from 
suggested modifications.  Articles may be submitted in writing, by 
mail, fax, or e-mail.  Photos are also very welcome.  If any material 
must be returned,  please include self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

Advisors 
  

TR2 & 3 Tom Delaney (301) 898-1887 
  redcarnut@comcast.net 
TR4 Keith Dunklee  (703) 521-2245   
  dunklee61@msn.com  
TR250 & 6 Arleigh Cottrell  (301) 627-6637 
  RaceNutz@aol.com   
 Joe Cannon  (703) 280-4104 
  jpc8904@yahoo.com 
TR7 & 8 Paul Edelstein  (703) 914-0507 
  pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com  
GT6             George Earwaker (703) 204-1104 
Herald Bill Goodwin (301) 870-8594  
  redrag@radix.net    
Spitfire Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337 
  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 
Stag Glenn Minucci  (301) 862-5433 
  gminucci@paxr.veridian.com  
Autocross Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337  
  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 
Racing           Ira Schoen (703) 698-1691 
  pterodactyl711@aol.com 
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Photo Credits 
 

Pages 1 and 7  - Paul Edelstein 
Page 5 - Lionel Mitchell 
Page 9 - Bill Goodwin 

The Capital Triumph Register
is a chapter of
The Vintage Triumph Register,
6-Pack, and
The Triumph Register of America

THE STANDARD 4729 Willows Road
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732-4221

TRIUMPH TRIVIA:  This car, code named “Bounty,” 
became Triumph’s final model.  What is it and what was it 
derived from? 

The Triumph Acclaim, produced from 1981 to 1984 was 
very clearly based on the Honda Ballade, a four-door ver-
sion of the Civic. 

Deadline for  
the next issue of  
The Standard: 

September 12th! 
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Matt Schipani gets a clear view of the world through the front window of his Triumph 2000 sedan while Tom Burke looks 
on.  (No, the photo isn’t reversed, it’s a right hand drive car.)  For more on the Get Your Hands Dirty (GYHD) tech session, 

turn to page  7. 
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CTR Happenings 
CTR 20th Anniversary and Newsletter Archives 
 

The Capital triumph Register is coming up on a milestone 
anniversary in 2009.  The club will have been serving the 
Washington Triumph community for 20 years. 

 
Paul Edelstein and Art Fournier are currently saving 

every past issue of the club’s newsletter, The Standard, in 
digital format.  That’s 20 years worth of newsletters from 
1989 through 2008.  The next step is to create an index of 
technical articles that would be available, along with the 
newsletter archives, to current (dues paying) CTR members. 
 
The Roadster Factory Summer Party 
 

Charles Runyan has decided to hold The Roadster Fac-
tory Summer Party in 2009.  The event is tentatively  planned 
for August 7 and 8.  With the North American Triumph Chal-
lenge on the west coast in 2009, the Summer Party may draw 
a good sized crowd. 

 
Leonardtown, Maryland, Veteran’s Day Parade 
 

Each year on November 11, Leonardtown, Maryland 
hosts a huge Veteran’s Day Parade.  The parade isn’t long, 
but each year 7,000 to 9,000 people participate in it.  CTR 
member Kevin McCarthy has extended an invitation to join 
with the Patuxent Valley Foreign Car Club in the parade.  
Convertibles are needed to carry high school princesses and 
wounded veterans or just drive along in an enthusiastic dem-
onstration of small town Americana.  For more information, 
contact Kevin at mccarthykjeb@md.metrocast.net. 

 
Editor’s Hard Drive Failure 
 

The newsletter editor had a hard drive problem that cost 
him all his stored e-mail and e-mail addresses.  If there are 
items you sent for publication in The Standard, they may 
have been lost.  Please resend them to Art Fournier, if you 
haven’t seen them in print. 

 
E-Mail Event Notification 
 

 Please make sure we have your up-to-date e-mail address 
so that you don’t miss out on news of CTR events!  And 
please don’t forget to give us your new mailing addresses and 
phone numbers when they change. 

Looking back at The Standard: 
 
Volume V, Numbers 8 
September 1993 

September 2008 

The lead article in the September 1993 edition of The 
Standard was a recap by Karl Johnson of The Roadster 
Factory Summer Party in Armagh, Pennsylvania.  In addi-
tion to Karl, the event was attended by Brian Johnson, 
Glenn Minucci, Mike DeAndrade and Charles Cieslik.  

 
Upcoming events included a tour to Virginia’s North-

ern Neck organized by Art Fournier, a flea market organ-
ized by Brian Lee at Motorhead, and an awards banquet 
organized by Elene Gillespie.  Carole Arande gave her 
perspective on women in the club and encouraged partici-
pation by assuring readers that events entailed “more than 
a gathering around an open hood and the grunts of men.” 

 
Charlie Brown provided a quick tip on darkening zinc-

plated bolt heads and parts to a dark charcoal gray to black 
by dipping them cold in gun bluing  solution.   
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Cruisin’ for 
Crustaceans 

August 24th 

Planning a driving event for the summer in the 
Washington area is always chancy, but August 24th 
turned out to be a beautiful day.  Sunny, but not pain-
fully hot.  The perfect day for nearly 30 CTR mem-
bers, family and friends to head through the country 
backroads of Southern Maryland.  This year’s 
Cruisin’ for Crustaceans tour, CTR’s 15th annual, be-
gan in Upper Marlboro before heading south through 
Prince George’s and Charles Counties to Capt Billy’s 
Crab House in Pope’s Creek on the Potomac River.  
The caravan was made up of 16 cars, including 13 
Triumphs – a Herald Estate, a Spitfire, a TR3B, a 
TR4, eight TR6s (wow!), and a TR8 in case you were 
wondering. 

 
Along the way we passed Dr. Samuel Mudd’s 

home in Bryantown as well as the church where he is 
buried.  Dr. Mudd was, of course, the physician who 
treated John Wilkes Booth as he fled Washington af-
ter assassinating President Lincoln.  To complete the 
history lesson, Pope’s Creek is just a short distance of 
where Booth crossed the Potomac into Virginia. 

 
Both the rendezvous in Upper Marlboro and 

lunch at Capt Billy’s gave us the opportunity to get to 
know one another and, naturally, chat about our cars.  
As well as several familiar faces, the group included 
a number of members who were participating in their 

first CTR event (hopefully the first of many).  Among 
the participants were Anne Miduch who has only 
owned TR6s through the years and Roger Haley who 
drove the TR3B he purchased in 1963. 

 
If you weren’t able to join the tour this year, we 

hope you will be able to next year as CTR continues 
its search for the elusive Maryland blue crab! 

Thirteen Triumphs  in the lot . 

Getting ready to leave Upper Marlboro 

Enjoying lunch at Capt Billy’s 
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North American 
Triumph Challenge 

2008 
(Part 1) 

Lionel Mitchell 

Trip Preparation 
 

I had been planning to take my TR6 ever since I regis-
tered for NATC in February.  I even planned to take my 
autocross tires in the Japanese support vehicle, but it was 
not meant to be.  I packed every conceivable spare part I 
could think of that was reasonable to take.  I had replaced 
the differential, lubricated the grease fittings on the rear 

axle half shafts and drive shaft, and changed the oil with 
the special ZDDP oil.  I had replaced the accelerator shaft 
bushings. I installed heat insulation inside to make it more 
comfortable to drive, and I de-greased the engine to make it 
more presentable.  Then I discovered a leak at the fuel 
pump. So, I changed the fuel pump and filter. I decide to do 
a test run on Wednesday, before we were to leave on Sun-
day, on a drive to Greenbelt. I got on I-66 at Haymarket 
and started to wind it out. Before I got to the Gainesville 
exit, the engine started to shut down and then pick back up 
again. So, at that point, I didn’t continue to drive it. I 
checked ignition wire connections and test drove it again 
with the same symptom.  Plug wires, rotor cap, and dis-
tributor cap are all new. 

 

Friday, I checked for a kinked fuel hose.  I thought the 
one to the filter might be a little crimped where it comes up 
from the frame. The same symptom happened when I drove 
it to Antioch road a few miles away.  I then drove it on I-66 
from Haymarket to Gainesville. Starting off in 1st gear on 
the entrance ramp, I ran it up to 5k rpm and it was scream-
ing. I slowed down on I-66 and it started shutting down.  It 
was also shutting down at 2500 rpm even when I did not 
put my foot into it. I then removed the Pertronix unit and 
installed points & condenser in the existing distributor. It 
started right up, but when I drove it on Old Carolina Road 
hard in our neighborhood, it had the same symptom.  

 
I changed the fuel filter back to the old one and 

changed the rotor, both to no affect. 
 
On Saturday morning Paul E and Rich W came over to 

help troubleshoot.  I changed the coil to a Lucas Sport Coil. 
That seemed to help; the problem seemed to not be as se-
vere. On US 15, I wound it out to 80 and it did a lesser ver-
sion of the shutting down.  Paul and I decided that it might 
not be the same cause. It did seem that the new coil made a 
difference. We measured the dwell angle on the points.  It 
read 40-degrees instead of 35-degrees, which is the spec. I 
reinstalled the Pertronix kit, and we went down to Antioch 
road.  At first, it seemed fine, but then it did the same thing 

Steve Oertwig’s GT6 and Lionel Mitchell’s TR7 on the way 



(Continued on Page 8) 
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as on my drive on US 15.  We then drove down I-66 at 60 
mph and everything was OK. On the way back home I took 
Paul down Carver road and it did it at low rpm.  At that 
point, I decided to give up on it and take the TR7. So, I 
spent the remainder of the afternoon getting it ready to go. 

As a postscript to the TR6 problem, when I was clean-
ing and checking the TR7, I decided to use the polished 
tops of the carbs from the 6 on the 7. When I removed the 
ones from the 6, I noticed a small tear in the diaphragm of 
the front carb.  I now believe that was the problem all 
along. Maybe the hotter spark from the Lucas Sport Coil 
compensated somewhat for the diaphragm problem? 

 
So, what did I do to prepare the TR7 for the trip besides 

cleaning it? Well, you know the story of the electrical prob-
lems from the spring.  It turned out to be the voltage sens-
ing wire and a dead battery.  There was also a small weld-
ing job on the alternator bracket so that the belt could be 
tensioned properly. So, I felt reasonably confident that the 7 
would be OK for the trip. Thanks to Paul E, Rich W, and 
Joe C for helping get me on the road! 
 
Travel to and from NATC 
 

Travel to and from NATC was long, about 11 hours 
each way.  On the way up, Nancy and I met up with Steve 
and Ho Yong Oertwig in their GT6 and travelled up US 17 
and US 522 up through Berkley Springs, WV to Breeze-
wood, PA and then across the Pennsylvania and Ohio turn-
pikes. Both my TR7 and Steve’s GT6 performed quite well 
on the trip up. On the return trip, Steve and Ho Yong left 
Saturday and travelled with Jim Coleman and Greg Spencer 
from the Richmond club. No one reported any car prob-
lems.  We stayed on to visit with our daughter, Laura, and 
left Tuesday morning. We drove back in a single day. I give 
my impressions of driving the TR7 on a long, summer road 
trip below. 
 
Statistics 
 
The distance, according to Mapquest, from Haymarket to 
Ypsilanti is 520 miles. 
Total miles driven on the TR7:  1,297 miles 
Typical gas mileage: 26-27 mpg  
Quarts of oil leaked: ½  
Tolls on PA & OH turnpikes: $33.50 
Total money spent: unknown (the fun will be remembered 
long after the Visa bill is paid) 
Driving events participated in: 3 
Awards won: 1 
Parts bought: 2 
Sessions attended: 2 
Beers drank: not telling 

Daily Events 
 
Monday, August 4. Arrived mid-morning after spending 
the night in Toledo, OH.  Spent the day watching the cars 
come in. I washed the TR7. A number of Wedges and Stags 
are in the parking lot.  Tim Lanocha is here in his Group 44

Lionel and his just washed TR7 



(Continued on Page 8) 
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Octagon Rally 
to the 

Hunt Country Classic 
Ed Chan 

Hunt Country Classic 
(And CTR Picnic) 
Sunday, October 12th 

      Don’t forget to sign up for the Hunt 
Country Classic  hosted by the 
MGCCWDCC.  Details are on their 
website, http://www.mgcarclubdc.com/

hcc/hcc_main.html 
 
And after the show, Nancy and Lionel Mitchell will 

host a picnic at their home in Haymarket.  This event has 
grown each year, with many Capital Triumph Register as 
well as Richmond Triumph Register members stopping buy 
after the Hunt Country Classic breaks up.  The Mitchells’ 
picnic has almost become a show in its own right with cars 
arrayed across their lawn. 

 
If you plan to attend, please RSVP to Lionel at 703-754

-7362 or haymarket4@verizon.net no later than October 
10th the Friday before the show. 

Are you going to the Hunt Country Classic and are 
looking for a fun way to travel to the show with other Brit-
ish car enthusiasts?  The Capital Driving Club has just the 
ticket… 
 
The First Annual Octagon Rally 
 

The Octagon Rally will start at 8 am from Springfield, 
VA*** and follow a series of interesting and scenic roads 
to our destination at the Hunt Country Classic hosted by the 
MG Club Washington DC Centre. 

 
Unlike other rally events, this will not require any com-

plicated directions, clues, or in-car timing equipment.  The 
rally has been designed so that participants can drive at 
their own pace along a pre-determined route.  The specifics 
are as follows:   
 
1 Each team must make a reservation on-line by visiting 
the CDC web site at www.capitaldrivingclub.com in the 

“Schedule” page and click on the Rally on October 12th. 
2 Each participant arrives and registers at the Springfield 
starting point at 8:00 am. 
3 At registration each team gets a set of directions (from 
Mapquest) along with an estimated elapsed time to drive the 
specified distance per Mapquest. 
4 Each team will estimate their own expected elapsed time 
to reach the car show 
5 As teams are ready, they will depart at about 1 minute 
intervals. 
6 As each team departs, the team will be given an electroni-
cally stamped time card that they will need to present upon 
arrival to the car show. 
7 When arriving at the show, the team will get their time 
card stamped again and turn it into the Rally organizer at the 
show. 
8 The team with the actual time being closest to the esti-
mated elapsed time wins.  Tie breaker rules would be the 
shortest estimated time, followed by the team that went below 
rather than over their estimated time. 
 

Door prizes will be awarded for the winners, as well as 
others who perform in some extraordinary way – most break 
downs, fastest time without a speeding ticket, etc… 

 
Based on the route, we estimate that most participants 

will reach the show within two hours, so if you are showing 
your car on the show field, we will make special arrange-
ments for you to be among the first to depart from Springfield 
so that you can be there on time. 

 
The cost of the rally is $15. (Note that there is an entry 

fee for the show). 
 
***Directions to starting point: 
 
From DC 
-Take I-95 South to Springfield Mixing Bowl 
-Continue past Mixing Bowl 
-Take the next exit “Backlick Rd/Fullerton Rd”.  The ramp 
drops you off on Backlick Rd in only one direction. 
-Make a right at the next light on to Fullerton Rd. 
-Pass 3 traffic lights 
-Turn right (no light) on to Angus Ct. 
-As you go to towards the end of the Ct. turn right into the 
driveway just before Goetz Printing (you’ll see a dumpster at 
the end of the driveway). 
-Follow the driveway to 7941D Angus Ct., Springfield, VA  
22153  
 
From Wilson Bridge 
-Take Inner Loop of Beltway towards Springfield Mixing 
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Windshield Replacement 
GYHD Tech Session 

August 23rd 

Matt Schipani needed some help putting a new 
windshield gasket in his Triumph 2000 sedan, so he 
hosted a Get Your Hands Dirty (GYHD) tech session 
on Saturday, August 23rd, at his home is Ashburn. 

 
Getting the windshield out proved to be fairly 

easy.  While the glass and stainless steel trim were be-
ing cleaned by Paul Edelstein and Art Fournier, Matt, 
Tom Burke and Lionel Mitchell took on the challenge 
of repairing the top of the dashboard, which was badly 

cracked.  With the windshield out, this was pretty 
straightforward, just repair the cracks with plastic 
filler and stretch and glue new vinyl over the top.  The 
window went back in fairly easily using the “rope 
trick” on the new gasket.  Matt installed the trim later 
using a tool made from a screwdriver. 

 
Matt grilled steaks for lunch – not a bad reward for 

a morning’s work!  The test of the project came a few 
weeks later as Hurricane Hanna passed though the 
area.  Sorry to say, the windshield leaked badly.  Sorry 
Matt, looks like it’s back to the drawing board! 

Matt applies force while Paul and Lionel do the rope trick 

The reinstalled windshield and the homemade tool used to rein-
stall the stainless steel trim. 

 
Unlike the windshield trim used in many of the TRs, which is 

easiest installed while the windshield and gasket are off the car,  
the trim in some of the sedans, as well as Spitfires and GT6s, 
must be done after the glass and gasket are back on the car.  
There are a variety of tools and techniques available for this 
knuckle buster job.   Matt has offered to lend this tool to club 

members if they need it. 

Paul and Lionel critique Matt’s efforts The finished dashboard top 



NATC 2008 (Continued from  Page 5) 

The  Standard Page 8 September 2008 

Octagon Rally (Continued from Page 6) 

Brits By the Bay 
Saturday, October 18th 

Pasadena, Maryland 

Bowl 
-Take the I-95 South Exit toward Richmond 
-Take the next exit “Backlick Rd/Fullerton Rd”.  The ramp 
drops you off on Backlick Rd in only one direction. 
-Make a right at the next light on to Fullerton Rd. 
-Pass 3 traffic lights 
-Turn right (no light) on to Angus Ct. 
-As you go to towards the end of the Ct. turn right into the 
driveway just before Goetz Printing (you’ll see a dumpster at 
the end of the driveway). 
-Follow the driveway to 7941D Angus Ct., Springfield, VA  
22153  
 
From American Legon Bridge 
-Take Outer Loop of Beltway towards Springfield Mixing 
Bowl 
-Take the I-95 South Exit toward Richmond 
-Take the next exit “Backlick Rd/Fullerton Rd”.  The ramp 
drops you off on Backlick Rd in only one direction. 
-Make a right at the next light on to Fullerton Rd. 
-Pass 3 traffic lights 
-Turn right (no light) on to Angus Ct. 
-As you go to towards the end of the Ct. turn right into the 
driveway just before Goetz Printing (you’ll see a dumpster at 
the end of the driveway). 
-Follow the driveway to 7941D Angus Ct., Springfield, VA  
22153  
 
The shop number is 703-866-1363 if you get lost. 
 
If you have any questions, contact Ed Chan at capitaldriv-
ing@yahoo.com 

Triumphs Around the Chesapeake (TRAC) will host their 
annual show at Downs Park on the Bay in Pasadena, Mary-
land at 9:30 on Saturday, October 18th.  Registration is $20 
after September 15th.  The non-judged show features a live 
band, dash plaques, door prizes, and grilled food, snacks and 
beverages. 

Information is available on their website, 
www.tracltd.org or from Mark Schmall at 410-336-9836 or 
Br i t sByTheBay@trac l td .org  

-type TR8, reputed to have 600 hp. Richard Truett is in his 
TR7 Sprint roadster. There’s a nice TR8 black FHC with a 
4.2 litre Rover engine. In the evening, I registered changing 
my pre-registered car from the TR6 to the TR7.  They were 
having computer problems and were back-logged; so, it 
took awhile to get it straightened out.  I ran into Jim Cole-
man and Greg Spencer from the Richmond club who had 
just arrived. They both drove TR6s. I also ran into Ed 
Smith from the Tidewater club. I bought an accelerator ca-
ble kit for my restoration TR6 from RATCO, the people 
who make the new TR frames, and looked at the stuff the 
other vendors were putting out in their displays. I also 
checked out the 48-hour Spitfire rebuilt room where all the 
parts were laid out. The body parts and the frame are 
painted powder blue. It’s a Mark I model. We checked out 
the hospitality suite and had a beer and some munchies and 
talked with a few Detroit Triumph Sports Car (DTSC) club 
members. After a glass of wine and a few crab and shrimp 
appetizers at the hotel restaurant, we retired for the evening. 
Laura is driving over tomorrow to join us for the week. 
 
Tuesday, August 5. Today, after sleeping in and not doing 
much this morning, Laura and I did the TSD rally and the 
Funkhana.  It was our first time for both.  On the TSD rally 
we stayed on-course, with only one wrong turn for just a 
tenth of a mile.  We were 8th out of 15. We were slow on 
each leg.  I was afraid of being too fast.  We came in right 
behind Darrell Floyd, who is a seasoned rally guy.  We did 
the Funkhana in 1:52 on the 2nd run, much better than the 
2:32 for the first run. Steve and Ho Yong did the Funkahna 
this morning, but I don't know their times.  Tonight was a 
welcome reception: chili-dogs (yum-yum!) and cash bar 
$6.50 for beers. After the first one, I went to our room and 
got another one out of our cooler.  At the welcome recep-

Laura Mitchell in the Funkhana 



To be concluded in the October edition of The Standard 
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tion, the Spinal Tappets played their parody songs with lyrics 
like “while my TR gently leaks” sung to the tune of the George 
Harrison song. It was loud and the vocals were off-key, but the 
instrumentals were not bad. Everyone got their CD in their 
goody bag.  I walked outside the tent and talked Triumphs with 
Jim and Greg. I joined the Wedge owners club today 
(previously the TR8 club), and I checked on the progress on the 
48-hour Spitfire rebuild – it’s coming along slowly. Tomorrow 
will be tech sessions and the Wedge owners picnic and in the 
evening, the panoramic photo and dinner on the river. 

Wednesday, August 6. Today, I attended two sessions in the 
morning. The first was talks given by Mike Cook and Ted 
Schumacher on the early days of Triumph in the USA.  Mike 
was the North American marketing representative for Triumph 
and later British Leyland. Ted Schumacher worked at a B-L 
dealer and was a Triumph race car driver for Marathon Oil.  
Mike is the current editor of the TVT for VTR. Ted has a busi-
ness selling Triumph parts in Ohio. He has a web site. I asked 
them if they knew Bryon Webb of Webb Motors in Roanoke, 
VA.  Mike wasn’t sure if he remembered him, but Ted said he 
knows him well and sells him parts regularly. The other session 
was a tech session on upholstery.  A local guy who really knew 
his stuff rebuilt the seats and installed new seat covers from 
Rimmer Brothers for the Spitfire being rebuilt. Immediately 
after the tech session, I got my car inspected for the autocross 
event tomorrow. Just after noon, I lined up with the Wedge 
owners to go to the picnic at a local member’s farm. A total of 
12 TR7s and 8s (4 coupes and 8 roadsters) plus a few Stags and 
a few support vehicles were in attendance. After the picnic, we 
went to the car show site in Ypsilanti for the panoramic car 
photo.  After the photo shoot, we went to dinner at “The Side 
Track” restaurant with Steve, Ho Yong, Jim, and Greg. After 
dinner, we went across the street to the Automotive Heritage 
Museum, where we saw lots of Hudsons, a Tucker, Corvairs, 
and Kaisers among other American cars.  There was even a 

Rolls Royce there.  On our way back to the hotel, Nancy, 
Laura, and I toured the Firehouse Museum. Back at the ho-
tel, I checked on the Spitfire rebuild.  They’re making pro-
gress but still have a ways to go. 
 
Thursday, August 7. I spent all morning and most of the 
afternoon at the autocross. I ran in the stock TR7 class. 
There were numerous delays with equipment and who 
knows what else. Plus they were not up the organizational 
standards of Ed Chan’s club in getting the cars through the 
course.  As a result, we only got two runs. In the last heat, 
while I was working the course, it started raining. They 
kept going instead of pausing for what was obviously a 
passing shower. One guy in a Spitfire stopped in the first 
part of the course because he could not see with the rain on 
his glasses – not cool. The course was long and favored fast 
cars.  It was: go through a number of turns, through a sla-
lom, a box, and a cul-du-sac, and then reverse the same 
course.  There weren’t really many fast cars there.  Marty 
Sukey drove a prepared Spit for the FTD. On my first run, I 
was off-course – doh! I went through the slalom wrong.  
My second run was pretty decent.  In the evening, we went 
to dinner at a seafood restaurant in Ann Arbor with the 
same crew.  When we returned to the hotel, we went to the 
auction.  I didn’t buy anything, but it was entertaining. 
 
Friday, August 8.  The car show at Riverside Park.  It’s a 
beautiful site. It could hold probably 400+ cars. I’d say 
there were about 200-230 Triumphs there. I saw Dennis 
Eckhout and his new bride, Luanne, at the show.  We also 
met some long-time friends who we knew years ago when 
we lived in West Virginia in the late 70s. As a result of so-
cializing with those two couples, I didn’t get to look at the 
cars as much as I wanted. Friday night was the awards ban-
quet.  The speaker was B.S. Levy. With all the funny sto-
ries he told, he lived up to his initials. It was hard to tell 
how much was real and what was BS. We sat with the same 
group plus Ted Schumacher and his wife, Doris, and Ed 
Smith from the Tidewater club.  Ted told me about fresh air 
vents that he manufactures for TR7s. Ed had bought the last 
pair at Ted’s parts display. So I arranged to get a pair 
shipped by Ted at the special NATC price.  The awards 
ceremony was long.  Jim won 3rd in the late TR6 class and 
Greg won 2nd in the early TR6 class, Participants Choice. 
The Richmond newsletter won an award.  Neither Steve nor 
I won in the car show. There seemed to be a lot of interest 
in my car at the car show, but there were just too many 
TR8s in the show plus Richard Truett’s TR7 Sprint, which 
took first place in the TR7/8 class.  I received 1st  place in 
autocross for the stock TR7 class. 

Ho Yong Oertwig participates in the Funkhana 



EVENTS 
 
All listings including  “*CTR*” are events for which  club 
participation points will be awarded. 
 
Sep 20 - Test Drive a MG, Lionel Mitchell *CTR* 
Sep 20 - Edgar Rohr Memorial Car Meet, Bull Run Region, 
Antique Automobile Club of America, www.aaca.org/
bullrun or Nicki Hudson, 540-522-6533 
Sep 21 - Meeting of the Marques, Boiling Springs, PA Pepi 
Clay at pclay@ycpc.org 
Sep 27 (NEW DATE) - KDO C&O Canal Run, Paul 
Scuderi *CTR* 
Sep 27 - MGs on the Rocks, Belair, MD Richard Liddick 
410-817-6862 or rgl2mgbgt@aol.com 
Sep 27 - Wings and Wheels, Topping, VA, 
www.wingsandwheels.us 
Sep 27-28 - American British Reliability Run (3 different 
routes this year, with one in Pennsylvania) www.abrr.org 
Sep 28-30 - SVRA Racing, Virginia International Raceway, 
www.virclub.org 
Oct 4 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Oct 12 - Hunt Country Classic followed by CTR Picnic, 
Lionel Mitchell *CTR* 
Oct 25-26 (NEW DATE!) - KDO Antietem Run and 
Overnighter.  If you plan to attend, contact Paul Scuderi 
with regard to reservations for the overnight stay.  Rooms 
fill up quickly during the fall foliage season!  *CTR* 
Oct 18 - Brits by the Bay, Triumphs Around the  
Chesapeake (TRAC), Pasadena, MD, www.tracltd.org 
Oct 18 - Rockville Classic and Antique Car Show 
Oct 24-26 - Northeast Rally Club Fall Rally, DE 
Nov 1 - T4, VA location, Paul Edelstein *CTR* 
Nov 15 - Air & Space Museum Run *CTR* 
Nov 18 - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Dec 6 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Dec 7 - Holiday Party, MD location *CTR* 

CLASSIFIED 
 

CTR assumes no responsibility for quality or condition of 
merchandise listed herein.  All transactions resulting from listings are 
strictly between buyer and seller. 
 
NOTE: Ads for CTR members shall run on a space available basis for 
3 issues.   To rerun, please resubmit your ad at end of  period.   
Other ads are space available only. 
 
Garage Stuff for sale.  1.  Bumper hoist, will lift 2000 
pounds 40”. Requires 100 psi air   pressure. Like new hardly 
used. I paid $400.00 for it from Harbor Freight.  Asking 
$300.00; 2.  Motorcycle jack, 1500lbs. capacity. brand new. 
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A great tool for lifting one side of a little Brit. car approx. 24” 
high for muffler, brakes or clutch work. It distributes the 
lifting load over a 15” span instead of the 3” span from a 
standard jack. $30.00; 3.  Enclosed Trailer for Cargo or Car 
Transport.  10,000 lbs. capacity, dual axles, electric brakes. 
14.5 feet deep by 7 feet width by 7 feet height, perfect 
condition has ramps and floor anchors. I used this to store my 
MG TD and transport it to Middleberg.  Asking $3000.00  
Email pictures available; 4.  Electric Squirrel Cage Fan, 
2000 cfm, 220v., came from a heater unit. Free, just take it; 5.  
Compressor, one cylinder, ½ hp with 30 gal. tank. Kinda 
beat up but serviceable. Make an offer.  Contact: Joe Cannon  
703-280-4104 or email jpc8904@yahoo.com 
 
1956 TR3 for sale.  Has been disassembled to the tub. 
Sold for restoration only; not a parts car.  As is, $3,000; ask 
for David James (540) 373-0089  
 
1966 Triumph 2000.  This is the left hand steering export 
model.  White, six-cylinder, four door sedan with automatic 
transmission.  It has been in the garage for the past 15 years 
and will need a full restoration.  Complete with original 
owner's manual.  It is my understanding that only about 2,000 
were exported to the US.  FREE to anyone who will come 
and get it.  Located in Houston, Texas.  I would prefer to give 
it to someone who will restore it, but will also give it to 
someone who wants it for parts. Jim Schachtschneider at  
713-782-4398 or jsgumby@sbcglobal.net  
 
TR4 (I believe) transmission, 4-speed, believed to be good.  
If someone would like to come get it, they may have it.  
Located in Bowie.  Scott at TVRGEEK@yahoo.com or 301-
805-0684 
 
1980 Spitfire for sale.  Factory steel hardtop, OD, ported 
head, stainless header, 1-3/4 SU, MSD,  new diff.  Has been 
totally reliable. Very quick. Lots of parts. Asking $4,000. 
Scott at TVRGEEK@yahoo.com or 301-805-0684 
 
European Spitfire twin-carb manifolds and carbs for sale.  
Two sets of carbs.  Intake, Iron exhaust.   Reasonable offer.   
Scott at TVRGEEK@yahoo.com or 301-805-0684 
 
1974 TR6 for sale.  Garage kept, 80% restored, solid body, 
new fenders, rebuilt engine, complete upholstery kit, many 
extras.  $4,500.  Call Bob at 540-898-3763 
 
1964 TR 4 complete excellent parts car for sale.  Complete 
poor restoration project, no O/D, steel wheels.  Body and 
frame rusty, engine locked but otherwise a great parts car.??? 
Best offer, please, under $1000.  Thanks.  Call Jeff at 
Motorhead 703-573-3140 or 800-527-3140. 



Membership Renewal / Application 
For renewals with unchanged status, return your mailing label. 

 
Name   ____________________________    
 
Address____________________________ 
 
             ____________________________ 
 
             ____________________________ 
 
 
Phone   ____________________________ 
 
E-mail   ____________________________ 
 
TRIUMPH’s owned__________________ 
 
              ____________________________ 
 
Newsletter Preference:  Electronic _______   
 
                                       Paper        _______ 

 
Annual Dues - $25.00, or 

2 years for $45.00  SAVE $5.00!!! 
 

Checks Payable to C.T.R. 
Please complete this form and return to: 

 
Matt Schipani 

44333 Silkworth Terrace 
Ashburn, VA 20147 

CLUB OFFICERS 
President Paul Scuderi (240) 876-7222  
 Damascus  tr6_guy@hotmail.com   
Vice President  Lionel Mitchell (703) 754-7362 
 Haymarket  haymarket4@verizon.net 
Secretary John Buescher (703) 522-6571 
 Arlington  John.Buescher@hqda.army.mil 
Treasurer Rich Smalling (703) 430-0920 
 Sterling  RJSmalling@aol.com  
Events Directors Rich Townsend (540) 788-4588 
 Catlett  retownsendjr@comcast.net 
  Bill Goodwin  (301) 870-8594  
 Bryantown  redrag@radix.net 
Club Liaison Bruce Hislop (410) 721-9411 
 Crofton  BMHislop@hotmail.com  
Membership Matt Schipani (703) 724-1573 
 Ashburn  matt@ashburnsoftware.com    
Members-at-Large Paul Edelstein (703) 914-0507      
 Annandale  pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com 
            RJ Fortwengler (703) 243-6426  
  Arlington   fortwenr@nasdaq.com 
  Karl Johnson        (703) 978-4968  
 Fairfax  ktjark@aol.com 
  Joe Cannon (703) 280-4104 
 Fairfax   jpc8904@yahoo.com  
BOG Coordinator Tom Burke (703) 354-1361 
 Annandale  tburke4@aol.com 
  Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337 
 Dale City  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 

 
CTR website  

www.capitaltriumphregister.com 
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Published by the Capital Triumph Register 

Editor,  Art Fournier   
4729 Willows Road, Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732-4221 

Phone  - (410) 535-0690 
E-mail  -  artfournier@comcast.net 

 

The Standard welcomes any submitted material for publication; 
however, neither its editor nor the CTR accept responsibility for 
accuracy of article content or any damage or injury resulting from 
suggested modifications.  Articles may be submitted in writing, by 
mail, fax, or e-mail.  Photos are also very welcome.  If any material 
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TR250 & 6 Arleigh Cottrell  (301) 627-6637 
  RaceNutz@aol.com   
 Joe Cannon  (703) 280-4104 
  jpc8904@yahoo.com 
TR7 & 8 Paul Edelstein  (703) 914-0507 
  pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com  
GT6             George Earwaker (703) 204-1104 
Herald Bill Goodwin (301) 870-8594  
  redrag@radix.net    
Spitfire Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337 
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TRIUMPH TRIVIA:  What Triumph models were pro-
duced only in 1968? 

The TR5 and the TR250 were produced only in 1968.  The 
TR250 was the US version of TR5 and had carburetors 
instead of the TR5’s fuel (petrol) injection. 

Deadline for  
the next issue of  
The Standard: 
October 10th! 
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Hank Seiff (right) answers questions about his Spitfire during this year’s Test Drive event held with the 
MG Car Club.  For more on the Test Drive, turn to page 4. 
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CTR Happenings 
CTR Name Badges 
 

 It’s been a while since we offered CTR name badges.  
The badges are plastic, about 1 inch by 3.5 inches, and have a 
pin back.  They are a gold color with the CTR logo and your 
name in black. 

 
If you’re interested, the badges cost $5.00 each.  To or-

der, please pay by cash or a check made out to the “Capital 
Triumph Register.”  Please contact Art Fournier at 410-535-
0690 or artfournier@comcast.net to order.  Be sure to specify 
exactly how you want your name to appear. 

 
Leonardtown, Maryland, Veteran’s Day Parade 
 

Each year on November 11, Leonardtown, Maryland 
hosts a huge Veteran’s Day Parade.  The parade isn’t long, 
but each year 7,000 to 9,000 people participate in it.  CTR 
member Kevin McCarthy has extended an invitation to join 
with the Patuxent Valley Foreign Car Club in the parade.  
Convertibles are needed to carry high school princesses and 
wounded veterans or just drive along in an enthusiastic dem-
onstration of small town Americana.  For more information, 
contact Kevin at mccarthykjeb@md.metrocast.net. 

 
The Roadster Factory Summer Party 
 

Charles Runyan has decided to hold The Roadster Fac-
tory Summer Party in 2009.  The event is tentatively  planned 
for August 7 and 8.  With the North American Triumph Chal-
lenge on the west coast in 2009, the Summer Party may draw 
a good sized crowd. 
 
E-Mail Event Notification 
 

 Please make sure we have your up-to-date e-mail address 
so that you don’t miss out on news of CTR events, especially 
late breaking changes and pop up events!  And please don’t 
forget to give us your new mailing addresses and phone num-
bers when they change. 

Looking back at The Standard: 
 
Volume V, Numbers 9 
October 1993 

October 2008 

The October 1993 edition of The Standard led off with 
an article on a tour to Virginia’s Northern Neck organized 
by Art Fournier.  Dense fog gave way to bright sunlight 
once the tour was underway.  Destinations included Ingle-
side Winery and Stafford Hall, home of Virginia’s Lee 
family.   

 
Next up was a recap of a club tour to Bealeton to take 

in the Flying Circus.  David Dougherty, Denise Burksen, 
Karl Johnson and Dick Thigpen all took to the skies in 
open cockpit flights.   

 
Jaime Goffaux and Yesteryear Motorsports hosted a 

carb overhaul clinic.  Mike de Andrade reported on his trip 
to Burlington, Ontario to participate in the Canadian Clas-
sic Car Show.  Finally, Rich Wilkins shared a hint from 
Charlie Brown on cleaning the inside of his TR4 speed-
ometer to solve a problem with false readings.  
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CTR’s 11th Annual 

T4 
Saturday, November 1st 

Paul Edelstein 

This year’s Tasty Triumph Technical Tour (better known 
as the T4) once again returns to northern Virginia.  A peren-
nial CTR favorite, the T4 will be our last driving event of the 
season and will featuring three interesting technical topics 
plus an opportunity to exercise your car through the rapidly 
diminishing back roads around the suburban area.  And, of 
course, food will be provided. 

 
For members unfamiliar with T4s of years past, here is 

how it works:  participants will meet at the starting host’s 
house, indulge in breakfast, and participate in a tech session of 
the host’s choosing.  Then, the group will drive over a pre-
planned route, in caravan formation, to the next host’s house 
for lunch and new technical discussions.  This gets repeated 
three times in total over the course of the day.  The program 
will be about an hour and a half at each host’s house, includ-
ing lots of informal car chat, the tech talk, and victuals.  T4s 
past have attracted many members to their first event – a great 
way to meet club members while indulging in Things Tri-
umph! 

 
Here are the details:  We will assemble at 10:00 AM at my 

house in Annandale for breakfast, chat, and a tech session on 
wiring and wiring harnesses.  From there, we will caravan 
(best as possible) to RJ Fortwengler’s abode in Arlington, for 
lunch and a tech talk topic “Winter Prep for your Triumph,” 
focusing on useful tips whether you plan to drive or store your 
Triumph this winter.  Finally, we will cruise to Joe Cannon’s 
home in Fairfax for a demonstration, by popular demand, of 
how to install window seals and scrappers -- if anyone has 
special tools for installing window seals to feel free to bring 
them to demonstrate!  We plan to finish around 3:00 PM.   

 
If you would like to attend, please RSVP to me no later 

than Wednesday, October 29, so we can plan appropriate 
amounts of food.  I’ll make sure that everyone gets directions 
and any final details.  You can e-mail me at pgedel-
stein@capitaltriumphregister.com, or call (703) 914-0507.  
All tech sessions will be indoors, so we will have the event 
rain or shine.   Plan to bring yourself, passengers if desired, 
your Triumph (optional, of course), your appetite, and your 
thirst (for knowledge, of course!).   

      We will be touring the 
National Air & Space 
Museum’s  Steven F. Ud-
var-Hazy Center on Sat-
urday November 15th.  
The center, located near 
Dulles Airport, displays 
thousands of aviation and 

space artifacts including the Lockheed SR-71 Blackbird, 
the world’s fastest jet; the space shuttle Enterprise; and the 
fully restored Boeing B-29 Superfortress, Enola Gay.  The 
plan is to meet at 11:30 am at the museum parking lot and 
have a tailgate lunch and then move inside to check out 
the Museum with a docent-led tour.    

 
The Museum is lo-

cated at:  14390 Air and 
Space Museum Parkway, 
Chantilly, VA 22556 

 
 

Directions: 
 
From Washington, D.C., and points south:  I-66 West 

to Route 28 North (Exit 53B).  Travel on Route 28 North 
for 5.3 miles.  Exit at Air and Space Museum Parkway and 
follow the signs to the Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center. 

  
From Washington, D.C., and points north:  I-495 West 

(Capital Beltway) to the Dulles Toll Road West (Route 
267).  Exit the toll road at Route 28 South (Exit 9A) and 
travel south 3.5 miles.  Exit at Air and Space Museum 
Parkway and follow the signs to the Steven F. Udvar-Hazy 
Center. 

  
From points west:  I-66, Route 29 or Route 50 East to 

Route 28 North 
 
Please contact Rich Smalling at rjsmalling@aol.com 

or 571-216-8501 if you are interested in participating.  
Hope you can make it!  

National Air and 
Space Museum 

(Dulles Center) Tour 
Saturday, November 15th 

Rich Smalling 
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Test Drive an MG 
(and a Triumph) 
at Bull Run Park 

Lionel Mitchell 
We had been anticipating this event since last spring after 

it was postponed due to scheduling problems with the Bull 
Run Regional Park. But by the time it rolled around, a lot of 
folks from both clubs could not make it.  Four members from 
CTR and five from the MG club attended. From CTR, be-
sides me, Rich the T Townsend, Hank Seiff, and Matt Schi-
pani attended, along with Matt’s dad. 

 
This is a great venue for a driving event since it’s closed 

off to traffic, and it’s a fun event because you get to experi-
ence other LBCs. In the MG stable were 3 MGBs, one with a 
Rover 4.2 L. V8, and a Midget. From the Triumph stable, we 
brought: Spitfire, TR6, TR7, and 2000 Sedan. The V8 MGB 
was, of course, a fun drive.  I enjoyed driving the Charlie 
Scott’s Midget, which he has upgraded with a fast road cam, 

but my favorite of the day was Hank Seiff’s Spitfire. It 
sounds and feels like the quintessential LBC.  Did I really 
say that?! 

 
No word yet on a schedule for the event next year, but 

we’ll track it.  Hopefully, we’ll have more cars from both 
sides next year. 

Above - Rich the T tries on an MGB 
Below - Checking out Charlie’s Midget 

Members of the Capital Triumph Register and the  
MG Car Club Washington DC Centre 

during the Test Drive held September 20th 
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C & O Canal Run 
October 5th 

The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal is a remarkable piece 
of engineering that sits largely unnoticed as it follows the 
Potomac River from Washington DC to Cumberland, 
Maryland.  Operated from 1836 to 1924, the C&O Canal 
extended 184 miles, had 74 locks to change elevation 605 
feet, and used 11 aqueducts to cross streams and rivers.  
Much of the canal remains accessible and is looked after by 
the National Park Service. 

 
On October 5, several CTR members took advantage of 

a beautiful fall day to drive some of the country roads that 
follow the canal.  The tour had been scheduled for Septem-
ber 27, but heavy rain forced a postponement.  Along the 
way, they visited one of the locks and enjoyed a picnic 
lunch at the Monocacy Aqueduct.  The tour began at 
Carderock Park near Potomac, Maryland and ended with 
short run along a single lane road beyond the Monocacy 
Aqueduct. 

 
CTR members who participated were Joe and Rita Can-

non, Paul Edelstein, Art Fournier, Rich Smalling, Paul 
Scuderi, and Bill and Kathy Wemhoff.  Special thanks go 
to Paul Scuderi for not only planning the tour, but also for 
providing the picnic lunch.  In fact, Paul brought along so 
much food, beverages and desserts that he had to lead the 
tour in his Toyota pickup rather than in a Triumph.  A no-
ble sacrifice that was appreciated by all! 

From left to right atop the Monocacy Aqueduct are  
Joe Cannon, Kathy Wemhoff, Art Fournier, Paul Edelstein, 

Rich Smalling, Paul Scuderi, Rita Cannon and Bill Wemhoff 

Above - Starting off at Carderock with four TR6s, a Spitfire  
and a Toyota pickup! 

Below left - Kathy Wemhoff (left) and Rita Cannon 
at the Violette Lock 

Below - The Monocacy Aqueduct 
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Virginia Scottish Games 
British Car Show 

Manassas Antique Auto 
Show 

Lionel Mitchell 
The Manassas antique 

car show is put on yearly by 
the Antique Automobile 
Club.  This year, it was held 
on September 20 on the lawn 
of the Manassas Mu-
seum.  There were 200 +/- 
cars there even a handful of 
British cars, including Mi-
chael Perlberg’s gray Jaguar 
saloon, which won best of 
show at BOG this year.  

      There were lots of 
American muscle cars 
and the TR6 with a 350 
Chevy engine shown in 
the accompanying pho-

tos.  It was a very high quality modification.   CTR has been 
asked to participate as a group next year. 

Above - 1927 Rolls Royce 20 HP Shooting Brake 
 

Left - Pete Dunlop and his TR6 at the Virginia Scottish Games 
British Car Show held September 14 at Sky Meadow State Park 

near Delaplane.  Lionel Mitchell convinced Pete to wear his 
kilt, then showed up without his own due to the heat.   

 
The Virginia Scottish Games may move to Great Meadow near 

The Plains, making it more convenient to Washington.  



Classified (Continued from  Page 10) 
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New  & 
Improved 

Triumph Parts 
Art Fournier 

For the most part this column has concentrated on parts 
suppliers that offer exotic new parts for our old cars:   high 
performance parts or items that weren’t even dreamed of 
when our cars were new.  This 
month we’re featuring SpitBits, a 
small mail order supplier that spe-
cializes in parts for Spitfires and 
GT6s. 

 
Located on the web at http://www.spitbits.com/, SpitBits 

carries an extensive line of parts for the smaller Triumph 
sports cars and has an extremely good reputation for pro-
viding high quality new and rebuilt parts.  That may be be-
cause Nigel, the owner, is a Spitfire driver himself. 

 
SpitBits does have some items that aren’t commonly 

carried.  For example, he lists new Spitfire dash tops.  
These aren’t the molded hard plastic overlays, but instead 
are newly manufactured replacements that include the foam 
backed vinyl.  He also carries replacement fuel tanks, up-
graded radiators, replica Minilite wheels, carpet sets in a 
variety of colors, and stainless exhaust systems. 

 
If you’re having trouble finding a quality part from one 

of the major supply houses, check out SpitBits.  Where else 
will you be able to find a recipe for Shepherd’s Pie or Toad 
in the Hole along with a listing of parts for your Spitfire or 
GT6? 

Gunmetal replica Minilite 13” wheel, Spitfire 1500 
stainless muffler, and newly manufactured Spitfire 

dash pad 

TR4 (I believe) transmission, 4-speed, believed to be 
good.  $50.  Located in Bowie.  Scott at 
TVRGEEK@yahoo.com or 301-805-0684 
 
1974 TR6 for sale.  Garage kept, 80% restored, solid 
body, new fenders, rebuilt engine, complete upholstery kit, 
many extras.  $4,500.  Call Bob at 540-898-3763 
 
1964 TR 4 complete excellent parts car for sale.  
Complete poor restoration project, no O/D, steel wheels.  
Body and frame rusty, engine locked but otherwise a great 
parts car.??? Best offer, please, under 1000.  Thanks.  Call 
Jeff at Motorhead 703-573-3140 or 800-527-3140. 



(Continued on Page 9) 
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North American 
Triumph Challenge 

2008 
(Part 2) 

Lionel Mitchell 

Other NATC Observations & Information 
 

Overall impression: I had a blast and am glad I went.  
The DTSC guys in their orange prison shirts did quite a job. 
It was a big job as the Richmond guys know all too well. 

 
Not just TR6s:  If you went to the BCD show this year, 

you’d think that the TR6 was the only Triumph model 
made in quantity.  This show had a good variety of models 
in significant numbers, especially considering the total 
number of cars was like a very big BOG show.  There were 
14 or more Wedges, 10 Stags, and 3 TR10s, not to mention 
a few Heralds, and 2000 Roadsters.  There was one 1935 
Gloria Southern Cross – gorgeous.  There were only a few 
TR4s and TR250s, surprisingly. 

 
There was a black TR8 coupe with a fresh, fuel-

injected 4.6 litre Rover engine. The guy drove 2,000 miles 
from Edmonton, Canada.  During the week, the engine 
seized.  Tim Lanocha and other TR8 guys were trying to 
figure out what was wrong.  I know he was sick.  He posted 
a message on the message board asking for help in getting 
the car home.  I know how he felt – AMHIK. 

 
There was a McGuire family from Iowa with five 

TR3As. The dad had restored all five and had given four to 
his children.  They all entered the autocross event and were 
having a blast. 

 
Spitfire rebuild in 48 hours was interesting to watch.  It 

was amazing that they got it all together by Friday morn-
ing, but disappointing that it would not start.  Someone 
speculated the crankshaft was installed wrong.  That 
sounded weird to me.  Vernon Brannon, the owner, is a 
long time Triumph owner, and I believe he races some of 
his cars.  I find it hard to believe he would assemble the 
crank wrong.  Is it even possible to do that?  The engine 
was a complete unit.  It was not assembled at the Marriott.  
They just installed it. 

 
Hot Rod Mayflower.  It was on display in the Marriott 

lobby.  It was almost unrecognizable as a Mayflower. You 

should have heard it rumble into the hotel entrance. You 
could tell immediately there was a serious V8 under the 
extended bonnet – a Chrysler hemi with a supercharger – 
over 500 hp.  It was a high quality hot rod job. 

 
Club banner snafu – almost.  When I registered on 

Monday, they told me they would hang the club banners 
only for the banquet on Friday night because the hotel was 
going to charge extra otherwise.  It sounded screwy, but I 
can believe it because the hotel charged $12.95 per day for 
internet access.  That was one reason why you didn’t hear 
much from me.  You had to queue to use their three free 
computers. Anyway, when I arrived at the banquet, I asked 
one of the Detroit members about putting up the banner.  
He said they weren’t putting up any.  After we were seated, 
I saw hotel staff putting up other club banners.  That pissed 
me off.  I went to our room and brought the banner down 
and insisted that they put it up, which they finally did. 

North American Spitfire Squadron (NASS) 48-hour  Spitfire 
rebuild project car 

Steve Oertwig at the wheel of a TR3-based special 



VTR NATC (Continued from Page 8) 
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Three people drove in a TR3 and a TR4 from Southern 
California to NATC, a distance of over 2,700 miles via 
back roads. It took 10 days. Here is a link to their blog: 
http://dennisandbridget.wordpress.com/ 
 

Richard Truett wrote a blog during the convention. 
Here is the link to his blog: http://vtr.org/2008blog/ 
 
Here is the NATC link: http://www.natc2008.com/ includ-
ing results.  Here is a link where attendees have posted their 
photos: http://natc2008.shutterfly.com/  

I have also posted my photos on a separate web site 
called photobucket. If you would like to view them, contact 
me (haymarket4@verizon.net) and I will send you the 
access details. 

 
Attendance size:  The 2008 show was smaller than the 

one last year at Valley Forge.  Last year, there were 300+ 
cars.  This year, it was more like 230 +/-.  I haven’t heard 
an official number.  Dave Hutchison, the guy with the red 
Italia from Pennsylvania, suggested that CTR host a VTR 
convention in the future.  I kept quiet. 

 
Event with RTR club.  Steve, Jim, Greg, and I talked 

about a joint trip to Webb Motors in Roanoke.  Gregg said 
there is a restored hotel downtown that would be a good 
place to stay.  He knew about Webb. 
 
Car Performance 
 

The TR7 dripped half a quart of oil going up and com-
ing back - you know it had to be leaking oil instead of 
burning it.  Gas mileage was 26-27 mpg.  Carburetors are 
tuned a little rich. Sure could have used a 5-speed. Cruised 
at 60 mph mostly, sometime above, sometime below. Com-
fort level was very good.  Temps were in the mid-80s most 
of the time.  With the sunroof open and windows rolled 
down, it was very comfortable. I had a small ice cooler in 
the car with water bottles and sodas and stayed well-
hydrated. 

 
Two small glitches that could have been problems.  On 

two occasions on the return trip, the throttle stuck, but a 
couple of blips of the accelerator unstuck it.  I will look 
closely at the cable before the next trip. The other problem 
was a reading on the volt meter like I had before, when I 
had the electrical problem.  This showed up as we were 
leaving Michigan for the return trip home.  The volt meter 
was reading half way, when it should have read three-

quarters. At first I suspected the alternator fan belt was not 
tensioned due to the alternator bracket, but that checked out 
OK.  As I drove on, the volt gauge would read half way then 
three-quarters.  Doh! Then, I remembered why I had had the 
problem before: the voltage sensing wire.  So, when I stopped 
after we got on the Ohio turnpike, I investigated and found 
that the wire was shorting out some of the time due to vibra-
tion.  Too much to get into the details here.  A small piece of 
duct tape solved the problem!  (At one point in time the Hub-
ble Space Telescope had a cover for an instrument held on by 
duct tape because the screws decided to have their own sepa-
rate orbit. What would we do without duct tape?)  Thereafter, 
the meter read a constant three-quarters. 

 
All in all, I have to say the TR7 is a very comfortable 

road car.  With a 5-speed gear box and modern A/C, it would 
be a great touring car and very economical. 
 
VTR Convention 2009 in San Luis Obispo, California 
 
September 30 – October 4, 2009 

2800 miles, 41 hours of driving time according to Steve O. 

Combination of West Coast Triumphest and VTR National 

Above - Nancy Mitchell, Lucky and 
an interloper 

Right - Newlyweds Dennis and 
LuAnne Eckhout 

Below - Lionel Mitchell autocrossing 
in a sea of cones 



EVENTS 
 
All listings including  “*CTR*” are events for which  club 
participation points will be awarded. 
 
Oct 12 - Hunt Country Classic followed by CTR Picnic, 
Lionel Mitchell *CTR* 
Oct 25-26 (NEW DATE!) - KDO Antietem Run and 
Overnighter.  If you plan to attend, contact Paul Scuderi 
with regard to reservations for the overnight stay.  Rooms 
fill up quickly during the fall foliage season!  *CTR* 
Oct 18 - Brits by the Bay, Triumphs Around the  
Chesapeake (TRAC), Pasadena, MD, www.tracltd.org 
Oct 18 - Rockville Classic and Antique Car Show 
Oct 24-26 - Northeast Rally Club Fall Rally, DE 
Nov 1 - T4, Northern VA locations, Paul Edelstein *CTR* 
Nov 15 - Air & Space Museum Run *CTR* 
Nov 18 - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Dec 6 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Dec 7 - Holiday Party, Bill and Carol Goodwin, Bryantown, 
MD *CTR* 
 

2009 
 

Apr 26 - BOG 2009 at Collingwood *CTR* 

(Continued on Page 7) 

CLASSIFIED 
 

CTR assumes no responsibility for quality or condition of 
merchandise listed herein.  All transactions resulting from listings are 
strictly between buyer and seller. 
 
NOTE: Ads for CTR members shall run on a space available basis for 
3 issues.   To rerun, please resubmit your ad at end of  period.   
Other ads are space available only. 
 
For sale:  1969 Triumph Spitfire trunk lid (Mk3) and 
steering wheel stored inside for the past 20 years.  Located 
in VA, just north of Richmond.  Pictures at http://
tinyurl.com/3zghhu.  Greg at greg@aimcustom.com or 804-
915-7379  
 
Garage Stuff for sale.  1.  Bumper hoist, will lift 2000 
pounds 40”. Requires 100 psi air   pressure. Like new hardly 
used. I paid $400.00 for it from Harbor Freight.  Asking 
$300.00; 2.  Motorcycle jack, 1500lbs. capacity. brand new. 
A great tool for lifting one side of a little Brit. car approx. 
24” high for muffler, brakes or clutch work. It distributes the 
lifting load over a 15” span instead of the 3” span from a 
standard jack. $30.00; 3.  Enclosed Trailer for Cargo or Car 
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Transport.  10,000 lbs. capacity, dual axles, electric 
brakes. 14.5 feet deep by 7 feet width by 7 feet height, 
perfect condition has ramps and floor anchors. I used this 
to store my MG TD and transport it to Middleberg.  
Asking $3000.00  Email pictures available; 4.  Electric 
Squirrel Cage Fan, 2000 cfm, 220v., came from a heater 
unit. Free, just take it; 5.  Compressor, one cylinder, ½ hp 
with 30 gal. tank. Kinda beat up but serviceable. Make an 
offer.  Contact: Joe Cannon  703-280-4104 or email 
jpc8904@yahoo.com 
 
1956 TR3 for sale.  Has been disassembled to the tub. 
Sold for restoration only; not a parts car.  As is, $3,000; 
ask for David James (540) 373-0089  
 
1966 Triumph 2000.  This is the left hand steering export 
model.  White, six-cylinder, four door sedan with 
automatic transmission.  It has been in the garage for the 
past 15 years and will need a full restoration.  Complete 
with original owner's manual.  It is my understanding that 
only about 2,000 were exported to the US.  FREE to 
anyone who will come and get it.  Located in Houston, 
Texas.  I would prefer to give it to someone who will 
restore it, but will also give it to someone who wants it for 
parts. Jim Schachtschneider at  
713-782-4398 or jsgumby@sbcglobal.net  
 
1980 Spitfire 1500 for sale.  Factory steel hardtop and 
soft top, OD, fresh Quantum differential, head ported by 
Ladds, stainless header, Paltec HS6 SU carb conversion, 
new electronic distributor and MSD, alloy fin wheels with 
R compound tires.  Second set R compounds, car has stock 
wheels and tires mounted.  Konis and race front springs, 
Corvette rear air shock conversion.  Quite quick, the way 
they should have been. $2,500.  Scott at 
TVRGEEK@yahoo.com or 301-805-0684 
 
European Spitfire twin-carb manifolds and carbs for 
sale.  Two sets of carbs.  Intake, exhaust 
manifolds.   $200.   Scott at TVRGEEK@yahoo.com or 
301-805-0684 
 
For sale:  1974 TVR 2500M 5.0 V8 conversion.  Almost 
complete, needs interior, exhaust and tuning.  Factory new 
GT-40 5.0, Carter 550.  AC, C4 auto and 2.88 posi rear, 
professionally rebuilt.  Tons of parts, books, data.  $9,500.  
Scott at TVRGEEK@yahoo.com or 301-805-0684 
 
For sale:  Holley EFI throttle body system for V8.  
Complete with laptop.  Used.  “Working when removed.”  
$350.   Scott at TVRGEEK@yahoo.com or 301-805-0684 



Membership Renewal / Application 
For renewals with unchanged status, return your mailing label. 

 
Name   ____________________________    
 
Address____________________________ 
 
             ____________________________ 
 
             ____________________________ 
 
 
Phone   ____________________________ 
 
E-mail   ____________________________ 
 
TRIUMPH’s owned__________________ 
 
              ____________________________ 
 
Newsletter Preference:  Electronic _______   
 
                                       Paper        _______ 

 
Annual Dues - $25.00, or 

2 years for $45.00  SAVE $5.00!!! 
 

Checks Payable to C.T.R. 
Please complete this form and return to: 

 
Matt Schipani 

44333 Silkworth Terrace 
Ashburn, VA 20147 

CLUB OFFICERS 
President Paul Scuderi (240) 876-7222  
 Damascus  tr6_guy@hotmail.com   
Vice President  Lionel Mitchell (703) 754-7362 
 Haymarket  haymarket4@verizon.net 
Secretary John Buescher (703) 522-6571 
 Arlington  John.Buescher@hqda.army.mil 
Treasurer Rich Smalling (703) 430-0920 
 Sterling  RJSmalling@aol.com  
Events Directors Rich Townsend (540) 788-4588 
 Catlett  retownsendjr@comcast.net 
  Bill Goodwin  (301) 870-8594  
 Bryantown  redrag@radix.net 
Club Liaison Bruce Hislop (410) 721-9411 
 Crofton  BMHislop@hotmail.com  
Membership Matt Schipani (703) 724-1573 
 Ashburn  matt@ashburnsoftware.com    
Members-at-Large Paul Edelstein (703) 914-0507      
 Annandale  pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com 
            RJ Fortwengler (703) 243-6426  
  Arlington   fortwenr@nasdaq.com 
  Karl Johnson        (703) 978-4968  
 Fairfax  ktjark@aol.com 
  Joe Cannon (703) 280-4104 
 Fairfax   jpc8904@yahoo.com  
BOG Coordinator Tom Burke (703) 354-1361 
 Annandale  tburke4@aol.com 
  Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337 
 Dale City  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 

 
CTR website  

www.capitaltriumphregister.com 

THE STANDARD 
Published by the Capital Triumph Register 

Editor,  Art Fournier   
4729 Willows Road, Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732-4221 

Phone  - (410) 535-0690 
E-mail  -  artfournier@comcast.net 

 

The Standard welcomes any submitted material for publication; 
however, neither its editor nor the CTR accept responsibility for 
accuracy of article content or any damage or injury resulting from 
suggested modifications.  Articles may be submitted in writing, by 
mail, fax, or e-mail.  Photos are also very welcome.  If any material 
must be returned,  please include self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

Advisors 
  

TR2 & 3 Tom Delaney (301) 898-1887 
  redcarnut@comcast.net 
TR4 Keith Dunklee  (703) 521-2245   
  dunklee61@msn.com  
TR250 & 6 Arleigh Cottrell  (301) 627-6637 
  RaceNutz@aol.com   
 Joe Cannon  (703) 280-4104 
  jpc8904@yahoo.com 
TR7 & 8 Paul Edelstein  (703) 914-0507 
  pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com  
GT6             George Earwaker (703) 204-1104 
Herald Bill Goodwin (301) 870-8594  
  redrag@radix.net    
Spitfire Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337 
  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 
Stag Glenn Minucci  (301) 862-5433 
  gminucci@paxr.veridian.com  
Autocross Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337  
  charliebrownphoto@comcast.net 
Racing           Ira Schoen (703) 698-1691 
  pterodactyl711@aol.com 
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TRIUMPH TRIVIA:  What Triumph model is derived 
from the Zest prototype? 

The Zest prototype designed by Giovanni Michelotti in-
spired the TR4, which replaced the TR3A. 

Deadline for  
the next issue of  
The Standard: 

November 14th! 

What sort of boy will grow up 
to enjoy British cars? 



PAGES 1, 4 and 5 -  Hunt Country Classic and CTR Picnic;  
PAGE 2 - CTR Happenings; CTR Holiday Party; PAGE 3 - Shepherdstown Overnighter;  

PAGE 6 -  Bealeton Flying Circus; PAGE  8 - Garage Spot:  Winter Tips; 
PAGE  10 - Events; Classifieds; PAGE  11 - Club Info 

Copyright © 2008, Capital Triumph Register, all rights reserved.  Material in this publication may not be reproduced or republished in 
any form without prior written permission.  Direct requests to the editor of The Standard. 

Some of the ladies of CTR caucus at the post Hunt Country Classic picnic held at the Mitchells’. 
From left to right are Ho Yong Oertwig, Rebecca Edelstein, Pam Michell, Sharon Edelstein. Kathy 

Wemhoff, Rita Cannon, Mary Schoen, Sheila Skipper, Patti Townsend, and Nancy Mitchell.  For more 
on the Hunt Country Classic and the CTR gathering, turn to pages 4 and 5. 
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CTR Happenings 
Welcome CTR’s Newest Members 
 
 Mark Krial, Reston, VA, 1976 TR6 
 John Holanek, Fairfax, VA, 1970 TR6 

 
CTR Name Badges 
 

 It’s been a while since we offered CTR name badges.  
The badges are plastic, about 1 inch by 3.5 inches, and have a 
pin back.  They are a gold color with the CTR logo and your 
name in black. 

If you’re interested, the badges cost $5.00 each.  To or-
der, please pay by cash or a check made out to the “Capital 
Triumph Register.”  Please contact Art Fournier at 410-535-
0690 or artfournier@comcast.net to order.  Be sure to specify 
exactly how you want your name to appear. 

 
E-Mail Event Notification 
 

 Please make sure we have your up-to-date e-mail address 
so that you don’t miss out on news of CTR events, especially 
late breaking changes and pop up events!  And please don’t 
forget to give us your new mailing addresses and phone num-
bers when they change. 

Looking back at The Standard: 
 
Volume V, Number 10 
November 1993 

(Continued on Page 7) 

November 2008 

CTR Holiday Party 
December 7th 

Bill and Carol Goodwin will host 
CTR’s 2008 Holiday Party at their 
home in Bryantown, Maryland on Sun-
day, December 7th, at 1:30 p.m.  The 
party will retain most of the familiar 
characteristics of past years.  We’ll 
begin with cocktails and munchies, 
followed by a main course complemented by side dishes 
and desserts provided by you.   

 
The day will conclude with our traditional gift ex-

change.  Please bring one item for each person who wants 
to participate.  The gift can be serious, outrageous, holi-
day, or automotive.  Please keep it clean and in the “gift” 
department (remember, there will be ladies present, and 
no spark plugs or pistons please). If you bring a gag gift, 
consider packaging it with a real one!  Keep it inexpen-
sive – somewhere around $10. 

  
In this exchange, each participant will pick a random 

number.  Lowest number starts the selection – next per-
son can either pick a new gift from the pile or “steal” a 
gift already opened.  If someone “steals” your gift, you 
can either steal someone else’s gift or go to the pile.  
“Steals” will be limited to 3 per gift, so choose wisely!  
This format makes for a LOT of fun, so come prepared to 
smile. 

  
Please RSVP no later than Monday, December 1.  

We’ll need an approximate head count to make sure we 
have a proper quantity of food and drink.  And, let us 
know what you would like to bring – appetizer, dessert, 
drinks, etc.  We’ll make sure that we have a proper 
spread of everything. 

 
RSVP to Bill or Carol Goodwin at redrag@radix.net 

or 301-870-8594. 
 

Directions: 
 
From the Beltway, take Route 5 South toward Wal-

dorf.  Follow Route 5 south to Waldorf and turn left onto 
Mattawoman-Beantown Road.  (Big Birthday Cake on 
right.  Three lanes turn left here.  Signs for St. Mary’s 
County and Lexington Park.)  Mattawoman-Beantown 
Road is the 6th light and the next light after Cedarville 

The leadoff article in the November 1993 issue of The 
Standard detailed the banquet organized by Elene Gillespie 
and hosted by club president Karl Johnson.  Suggestions on 
club activities came from Joe Seward (tech sessions), 
Bernie Heer and Byron Johnson (rallyes), and Rich Guba 
(autocrosses). 

 
Also reported on were a rained out flea market organized 

by Brian Lee, the Shenandoah British Car Show (Bob 
Head), the club’s new participation point system, and the 
Seiffs Spitfire restoration project. 
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Shepherdstown 
Overnighter 

and 
Civil War Tour 

On October 25th, members of CTR, specifically, the Northern 
and Southern contingencies, converged on the small Town of 
Shepherd, WV.  The surprise attack took the townsfolk by sur-
prise, and our teams met little resistance.  We quickly set up 
headquarters in a Hessian’s villa, which provided clear vistas 
of the Potomac as well as its East-West crossing.  Field office 
complete, our new team redivided into two brigades - the Cannon 
brigade, which located and enjoyed provisions at headquarters, 
and the Edelstein-Scuderi brigade, which scouted the town.  A 
small canteen was discovered, secured, and rations con-
sumed.  Weather conditions, though wet upon our arrival, im-
proved considerably.  Word was sent to headquarters summoning 
the Cannon brigade, and those orders were promptly carried out.  
The town of Shepherd was rich with merchants, and all our mem-
bers enjoyed exploring these shopkeepers’ wares.  

  
Evening fell and our group returned to headquarters for sup-

per, which was provided in grand style by the Hessian land-
owner.  Spirits were abundant, and our group spent the evening 
sharing stories and local brew.  An emergency arose, and a scout 
team quickly formed.  Traveling unexplored landscape by night 
can be treacherous, but our group succeeded in locating and se-
curing a medicinal elixir, which, in my opinion, saved the life 
of one member of the Cannon brigade.  Returning to the villa, we 
bunked for the night.  Accommodations were of high standard, 
and there was no complaint of rodent or bedbug. 

 Awakening early, a small team of the Edelstein-Scuderi 
brigade scouted the grounds.  Weather conditions had turned fa-
vorable, allowing this morning team to process a number of tin-
type images of the grounds, waterway and crossing.  Once all 
members were at attention, the entire team ascended onto town.  
An inn was discovered, breakfast was ordered and served (vittles 
were outstanding, and included abundant tins of coffee, eggs, 
sausage, and the largest flapjacks I’d ever laid eyes upon).  
Townspeople, who friendly to our cause, were out and about, as 
were local farmers and merchants who’d set up market in Town 
Square, which our team perused.  

  
Confident that the Town of Shepherd had been secured, we 

divided back into Southern and a Northern brigades, wished each 
other well, and departing the Town of Shepherd happier for the 
experience. 
  
Paul Scuderi 
First Sergeant, Northern Brigade Shepherdstown’s Bavarian (aka Hessian) Inn 

Joe Cannon, Paul Scuderi, Paul and Sharon Edelstein, and 
Rita Cannon dine at the Bavarian Inn 

Potomac River Crossing at Shepherdstown 
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(Continued on Page 5) 

Hunt Country Classic 
and 

CTR Picnic 
With weather as good as we enjoyed on October 

12th, the Hunt Country Classic would have to turn out 
well.  And it did!  According to the MG Car Club Wash-
ington DC Centre or MGCCWDCC, which sponsors 
this annual favorite, 253 cars turned out for the show.  
Of these, 42 were Triumphs.  As was the case last year, 
the Triumphs were located on the lower field near the 
Austin Healeys and Jaguars.  There was some crowding, 
as far more Triumphs attended than were preregistered.  
This lack of preregistrations on our part also limited the 
number of prize classes available to our cars.  As a re-
sult, prizes were awarded in only three classes:  Spitfire/
GT6, TR6 and Triumph Other.  As you can imagine, 
voting in the Triumph Other class was difficult with a 
large field of cars that included TR2s and 3s, TR4s and 
250s, Stags, Heralds and Wedges.  It would have been 
nice to have had more classes in which to vote, but that 
can’t happen if we don’t preregister. 

 
A number of CTR members took home hard-earned 

awards:  Spitfire/GT6 – 1st Matt Schipani, 1972 GT6; 
TR6 – 1st Paul Edelstein, 1971 TR6; 3rd Peter Dunlop, 
1972 TR6; Triumph Other – 2nd Bill Goodwin, 1965 
Herald Estate; Open Class, Sedans – 1st Ira Schoen, 
1967 Ford Cortina. 

 
Willoughby Farm near Middleburg is the perfect 

venue for a British car show and the MGCCWDCC 
takes full advantage of its ambiance with hay rides and 
freshly squeezed apple cider.  (The occasional passerby 
on horseback doesn’t hurt the mood either.) 

Top - There’s no doubt Steve Oertwig’s GT6 is a  
Triumph; Center left - Paul Malandrino preps his 

TR3 in the Prince of Wales Class; Center right - Bill 
Goodwin with his Herald Estate; Above left  - Ho 

Yong Oertwig, Carol Goodwin and Cuddles; Above 
right - Rich Wilkins and Rich Townsend; Far left - 

Ira Schoen and Matt Schipani; Left - Paul Edelstein, 
Rich Smalling and Roger Morrison 
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HCC and CTR Picnic (Continued from Page 4) 

CTR took advantage of the show to present a do-
nation to Special Love from the proceeds from our 
own Britain on the Green show.  Special Love sup-
ports children with cancer along with their families by 
providing them the opportunity to participate in week-
long camps and weekend retreats in a community of 
support that shows young cancer victims they are not 
alone. 

Then it was off to the Mitchells’ in Haymarket for 
what has rapidly become a favorite CTR tradition, the 
post-show picnic.  If more LBCs show up next year, 
Lionel and Nancy will have to figure out a way to ex-
tend the “show field” in front of their home’s broad 
porch!  Great food, drink and company make this the 
perfect way to end a fall day in Virginia’s Hunt Coun-
try!  Thank you Nancy and Lionel! 

BOG Coordinator Tom Burke and CTR Vice President  
Lionel Mitchell present a donation to Special Love volunteers  

Holly Senn and Megan O’Laughlen 

Top - RJ Fortwengler and Paul Edelstein 
Center - Ira Schoen, Bruce Hislop and Bill Wemhoff 

Bottom - Tom Burke and Charlie Brown attempt to resolve the 
questions of the ages 

Left - LBCs crowd the Mitchells’ lawn (and undoubtedly leave 
an oil spot or two) 
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Bealeton Flying Circus 

The Richmond Triumph Register (RTR) attended the 
Bealeton, Virginia, Flying Circus on October 19th and ex-
tended an invitation to CTR members to join them.  Only a 
few of us could make it, which is a shame since it turned 
out to be a great day for a country drive as well as an out-
standing air show reminiscent of an earlier time in our na-
tion’s history.  The show included a wide variety of stunt 
flying in a dozen or so aircraft, mostly 1940s vintage bi-
planes.  The relatively low speed and high maneuverability 
of these aircraft kept the show in close to the grass strip 
runway.  We were treated to a variety of stunt flying that 
culminated with a wing walker who seemed very much 
ease at the end of the wings and on top of the upper wing. 

 
Lionel Mitchell organized CTR’s participation in the 

RTR event.  CTR members who rendezvoused at Bealeton 
were Lionel, Steve Prior and Art Fournier as well as Steve 
and Ho Yong Oertwig and Scott Tilton who are members 
of both RTR and CTR. 

 
The Flying Circus is open Sundays from May through 

October.  CTR should definitely plan a visit next year. 

Right middle - Art Fournier and RTR’s Gary Kinney discuss 
negative camber (seriously) 

Right bottom - Triumph owners enjoy the air show 
Below - CTR members wait  for RTR at the Bealeton Aerodrome 



CTR Holiday Party (Continued from  Page 2) 
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Changes in Attitudes 

Road.  Follow Matta-Bean to the 4th light and turn left.  
(Sign is RT 5 South Leonardtown Road.)  Follow Route 5 
till the 3rd light and turn left onto Bryantown Road.  (Sign 
to the right here is Olivers Shop Road.)   Follow Bryantown 
Road approximately 1-1/4 miles and turn right onto Mt Ea-
gle Lane.  We are the 2nd driveway on the left. (13972 on 
mailbox.) 

  
For those coming from north of Waldorf using US 301, 

take US 301 South.  Mattawoman-Beantown Road is the 4th 
light after you pass  Brandywine’s Big Junk Yard. 

 
For those coming form Virginia using the US 301 

Harry Nice Bridge, take US 301 North to LaPlata.  At the 
1st light in LaPlata, turn right onto MD Route 6.  At the 3rd 
light, turn left onto MD Route 488.  At 1st light turn right 
onto MD Route 5 South.  Bryantown Road is the next light.  
Turn Left onto Bryantown Road. 

  
From St. Mary's and Calvert Counties, go North on 

Route 5 from Hughesville.  The 1st light is Bryantown 
Road. You are the only ones who will turn right onto Bry-
antown Road. 

 WARNING:  From the Beltway always stay on MD 
Route 5.  BIG WARNING:  Bryantown Road is a LEFT 
turn off Route 5.   Do not turn right onto Oliver's Shop 
Road.  You might have trouble seeing the Bryantown Road 
sign, but you will see the one for Oliver's Shop Road.  It is 
the same intersection.    

 
Sat/Nav users:  13972 Mt. Eagle Lane, Waldorf, 

MD  20601. 

A BMW Z4 and a Triumph TR6 pull up side by side at 
a stoplight.  The respective drivers smile at each other and 
the Triumph owner says, “Nice car.  Is it hard to put the top 
up and down?” 

 
The BMW owner replies, “I don’t know.  Never had it 

down.  How about yours?” 
 
The Triumph owner answers, “I don’t know.  Never 

had it up.” 



(Continued on Page 9) 
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Winter Tips 
RJ Fortwengler 

Driving in the Winter 
 

Our Triumphs are stout little cars that generally work 
well in cold weather.  Driving characteristics during 
“precipitation events” is quite another matter, but with 
some basic preparations you can count on your car to per-
form well in our temperate winters. 

 
If you plan to keep your Triumph in service during the 

winter months, and I recommend you do if at all possible, 
here are a few suggestions for making sure your car is 
ready and reliable.  If you think being on the side of the 
road in spring or summer is no fun, imagine being stuck in 
the cold and dark of winter! 
 
1.  Do a basic Tune-up and Oil Change - If your car is 
due for basic maintenance such as a tune-up this should be 
done before winter.  And don’t forget to inspect your 
spark plug wires as cracked plug wires affect performance, 
gas mileage and general reliability.  
 

You should also change the engine oil and adjust the 
viscosity grade.  When winter arrives, the outside tempera-
ture drops and the colder oil is, the thicker it will be. A 
thicker oil doesn't circulate as well in an engine during 
start-up as a thinner oil would. If the oil is too thick, the 
engine doesn't get the proper lubrication. Also, dirty oil 
doesn't circulate as well as clean oil.  

 
To solve this wintertime problem, you can change 

your vehicle's engine oil to one that has a lower viscosity 
so that even when cold, it is still not too thick for proper 
engine lubrication. .  
 
2.  Flush the Cooling System and replace the Coolant -
Start by checking your antifreeze mixture. The ideal mix-
ture of antifreeze and water in your radiator is 50:50. If the 
mixture deviates from this norm, then hot- and cold-
weather performance can be compromised.  
 

If you were to put pure water in your vehicle's radia-
tor, it would freeze at 32 degrees Fahrenheit. But if you 
combine the water with an equal amount of antifreeze, the 
new mixture won't freeze until -34 degrees Fahrenheit!  

 
You can check the composition of a radiator's mixture 

by using an antifreeze tester. And remember that even 

though you mixture might test OK it is still advisable to 
flush the cooling system and renew your antifreeze periodi-
cally in order to replace the anti-corrosive agents in modern 
antifreezes. 
 
3.  Check/replace belts and hoses - Belts and hoses can 
sometimes lead long lives……my original black & yellow 
stripe hoses unique to the TR250 were on my car up to 5 
years ago!  But not replacing hoses for 35 years is clearly 
not recommended and cold temperatures can accelerate the 
demise of a belt or hose. Before winter starts, closely in-
spect your belts and hoses and replace as necessary.  
 
4.  Replace the Windshield Wiper Blades/Fill Fluid Res-
ervoir - The life expectancy of a wiper blade is one year so 
if your blades are older, replace them.  Also check and fill 
your wiper fluid reservoir.  
 
5.  Service your battery - Clean the battery terminal ends 
and add check/add water as necessary.  You can also load-
test the battery to check its ability to hold a charge. If the 
battery is more than 4 1/2 years old, think about replacing 
it.  In my experience most batteries go bad in winter when 
very cold temperatures can reduce a battery’s power by up 
to 50 percent. 
 

And as has come up in the CTR blog recently don’t 
forget to check your ground, especially from the battery to 
the body/engine, a prime source of Lucas’ reputation as 
“The Prince of Darkness”. 
 
6.  Check Tires - Tire pressure is especially important dur-
ing the winter. Air contracts with cold…..in fact you can 
generally expect that you’ll lose 1 pound per square inch 
whenever the temperature drops by 10 degrees Fahrenheit. 
  

Having properly inflated tires gives you the best possi-
ble contact between the tire and the road. A properly in-
flated tire will also help protect against wheel damage that 
might occur as the vehicle is driven over potholes.   
 

Don’t expect your performance tires to have the same 
braking, acceleration, and handling in winter as in warm 
weather.  This is especially true if your tires are worn so 
check your tread depth.  The National Highway Transporta-
tion Safety Board says you need at least 2/32" of depth to 
be safe. It's been my experience, especially in winter 
weather, that anything less than 4/32" (1/8") is downright 
dangerous! The old penny test is as reliable as anything to 
find out whether your treads are ready for winter action. 



Winter Tips (Continued from  Page 8) 
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Finally, make sure there is air in the spare tire and that 
all the proper tire-changing equipment is in the trunk.  
 
7.  Check the Lights, Heater and Defroster - If there is 
one thing that works particularly well on most Triumphs it 
is the heater.  
 
8.  Gas - Keep the gas tank as full as possible to prevent 
moisture from freezing in the gas lines.  You may also 
consider “dry gas” or a gas stabilizer, particularly if your 
car lives outdoors.  Otherwise I like to get the car out on 
the road enough to keep fresh gas running through the 
lines, fuel pump, and carbs.  
 
9.  Check Brakes - ‘nuff said!  
 
10.  Carry an Emergency Kit—Store an emergency kit 
in the trunk of your Triumph including:  

--  A flashlight, flares and a first-aid kit  
--  Jumper cables and a basic tool kit   
--  A blanket, warm clothes and gloves 
--  Paper towels/rags  
--  A bag of abrasive material, such as sand, salt or 

non-clumping kitty litter. Use this for added trac-
tion when a tire is stuck  

--  A snow brush, ice scraper and snow shovel 
--  Extra washer fluid.  
 

Storing a Car in the Winter 
 

As mentioned earlier, keeping your Triumph in service dur-
ing the winter months is preferable to storing the car.  As 
we all know, our cars have a better chance of running well 
and continuing to run if they are exercised regularly. 

 
However, there may be times where you know you 

will not use your Triumph for an extended period of time.  
Here are a few tips for storing your car, winter or not. 
 
1.  Fill the gas tank, adding a fuel stabilizer, and then run 
the car for a while to make sure you've distributed the sta-
bilizer throughout the entire fuel system. Over time, an 
empty gas tank will rust, and untreated gas can go bad.  
 
2.  Add antifreeze to the cooling system even if the car is 
protected from cold temperatures. The newer coolants 
have corrosion inhibitors that protect and lubricate the sys-
tem.  
 
3.  Change the engine oil and oil filter. Dirty oil can dam-

age the bearings and cause engine rust. Replace the brake 
fluid, and remove the battery lest it leak corroding acid.  
4.  Coat all exposed metal surfaces in the engine area with a 
lubricant spray; remove the distributor cap and spray the 
contact points lightly.  
 
5.  Wash the entire car and apply a good wax. If storage 
space is damp or humid, place desiccant packs inside the car 
to keep moisture from damaging the interior. Don't forget 
the trunk.  
 
6.  Set the car up on blocks to get the tires off the ground 
and prevent flat spots. Drape with a cloth car cover. Heavier 
is not necessarily better: If the car is stored outdoors, wind 
can cause a heavy cover to abrade the paint.  
 
Tips & Warnings 

 
--  Leave a convertible's top up to keep ugly creases 

from becoming permanent 
--  For extended storage in a damp climate, investigate 

car-storage companies that provide storage in special 
buildings equipped with industrial dehumidifiers  

--  Heated underground garages are often extremely hu-
mid and thus not ideal locations for long-term storage 



EVENTS 
 
All listings including  “*CTR*” are events for which  club 
participation points will be awarded. 
 
Nov 1 - T4, Northern VA locations, Paul Edelstein *CTR* 
Nov 15 - Air & Space Museum Run, Rich Smalling *CTR* 
Nov 18 - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Dec 6 - GYHD Tech Session *CTR* 
Dec 7 - Holiday Party, Bill and Carol Goodwin, Bryantown, 
MD *CTR* 
 

2009 
 

Apr 26 - BOG 2009 at Collingwood *CTR* 

CLASSIFIED 
 

CTR assumes no responsibility for quality or condition of 
merchandise listed herein.  All transactions resulting from listings are 
strictly between buyer and seller. 
 
NOTE: Ads for CTR members shall run on a space available basis for 
3 issues.   To rerun, please resubmit your ad at end of  period.   
Other ads are space available only. 
 
For sale:  Original VA license plates pair of 1957 plates # 
804-237 $35.00 with a 1957 Chesterfield County Rider 
$15.00 and a 1957 City of Richmond rider $15.00. I also 
have a pair of 1963 VA plates # 8-149 $45.00 with a 1963 
Chesterfield County rider $15.00. Contact Ken Nachman 
804-840-1441 or kennachman@comcast.net 
 
For sale:  1969 Triumph Spitfire trunk lid (Mk3) and 
steering wheel stored inside for the past 20 years.  Located 
in VA, just north of Richmond.  Pictures at http://
tinyurl.com/3zghhu.  Greg at greg@aimcustom.com or 804-
915-7379  
 
1956 TR3 for sale.  Has been disassembled to the tub. 
Sold for restoration only; not a parts car.  As is, $3,000; ask 
for David James (540) 373-0089  
 
Garage Stuff for sale.  1.  Bumper hoist, will lift 2000 
pounds 40”. Requires 100 psi air   pressure. Like new hardly 
used. I paid $400.00 for it from Harbor Freight.  Asking 
$300.00; 2.  Motorcycle jack, 1500lbs. capacity. brand new. 
A great tool for lifting one side of a little Brit. car approx. 
24” high for muffler, brakes or clutch work. It distributes the 
lifting load over a 15” span instead of the 3” span from a 
standard jack. $30.00; 3.  Enclosed Trailer for Cargo or Car 
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Transport.  10,000 lbs. capacity, dual axles, electric 
brakes. 14.5 feet deep by 7 feet width by 7 feet height, 
perfect condition has ramps and floor anchors. I used this 
to store my MG TD and transport it to Middleberg.  
Asking $3000.00  Email pictures available; 4.  Electric 
Squirrel Cage Fan, 2000 cfm, 220v., came from a heater 
unit. Free, just take it; 5.  Compressor, one cylinder, ½ hp 
with 30 gal. tank. Kinda beat up but serviceable. Make an 
offer.  Contact: Joe Cannon  703-280-4104 or email 
jpc8904@yahoo.com 
 
1980 Spitfire 1500 for sale.  Factory steel hardtop and 
soft top, OD, fresh Quantum differential, head ported by 
Ladds, stainless header, Paltec HS6 SU carb conversion, 
new electronic distributor and MSD, alloy fin wheels with 
R compound tires.  Second set R compounds, car has stock 
wheels and tires mounted.  Konis and race front springs, 
Corvette rear air shock conversion.  Quite quick, the way 
they should have been. $2,500.  Scott at 
TVRGEEK@yahoo.com or 301-805-0684 
 
European Spitfire twin-carb manifolds and carbs for 
sale.  Two sets of carbs.  Intake, exhaust 
manifolds.   $200.   Scott at TVRGEEK@yahoo.com or 
301-805-0684 
 
For sale:  1974 TVR 2500M 5.0 V8 conversion.  Almost 
complete, needs interior, exhaust and tuning.  Factory new 
GT-40 5.0, Carter 550.  AC, C4 auto and 2.88 posi rear, 
professionally rebuilt.  Tons of parts, books, data.  $9,500.  
Scott at TVRGEEK@yahoo.com or 301-805-0684 
 
For sale:  Holley EFI throttle body system for V8.  
Complete with laptop.  Used.  “Working when removed.”  
$350.   Scott at TVRGEEK@yahoo.com or 301-805-0684 
TR4 (I believe) transmission, 4-speed, believed to be 
good.  $50.  Located in Bowie.  Scott at 
TVRGEEK@yahoo.com or 301-805-0684 

September 30 - October 4 



Membership Renewal / Application 
For renewals with unchanged status, return your mailing label. 

 
Name   ____________________________    
 
Address____________________________ 
 
             ____________________________ 
 
             ____________________________ 
 
 
Phone   ____________________________ 
 
E-mail   ____________________________ 
 
TRIUMPH’s owned__________________ 
 
              ____________________________ 
 
Newsletter Preference:  Electronic _______   
 
                                       Paper        _______ 

 
Annual Dues - $25.00, or 

2 years for $45.00  SAVE $5.00!!! 
 

Checks Payable to C.T.R. 
Please complete this form and return to: 

 
Matt Schipani 

44333 Silkworth Terrace 
Ashburn, VA 20147 

CLUB OFFICERS 
President Paul Scuderi (240) 876-7222  
 Damascus  tr6_guy@hotmail.com   
Vice President  Lionel Mitchell (703) 754-7362 
 Haymarket  haymarket4@verizon.net 
Secretary John Buescher (703) 522-6571 
 Arlington  John.Buescher@hqda.army.mil 
Treasurer Rich Smalling (703) 430-0920 
 Sterling  RJSmalling@aol.com  
Events Directors Rich Townsend (540) 788-4588 
 Catlett  retownsendjr@comcast.net 
  Bill Goodwin  (301) 870-8594  
 Bryantown  redrag@radix.net 
Club Liaison Bruce Hislop (410) 721-9411 
 Crofton  BMHislop@hotmail.com  
Membership Matt Schipani (703) 724-1573 
 Ashburn  matt@ashburnsoftware.com    
Members-at-Large Paul Edelstein (703) 914-0507      
 Annandale  pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com 
            RJ Fortwengler (703) 243-6426  
  Arlington   fortwenr@nasdaq.com 
  Karl Johnson        (703) 978-4968  
 Fairfax  ktjark@aol.com 
  Joe Cannon (703) 280-4104 
 Fairfax   jpc8904@yahoo.com  
BOG Coordinator Tom Burke (703) 354-1361 
 Annandale  tburke4@aol.com 
  Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337 
 Dale City  cbrownphoto@verizon.net 

 
CTR website  

www.capitaltriumphregister.com 

THE STANDARD 
Published by the Capital Triumph Register 

Editor,  Art Fournier   
4729 Willows Road, Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732-4221 

Phone  - (410) 535-0690 
E-mail  -  artfournier@comcast.net 

 

The Standard welcomes any submitted material for publication; 
however, neither its editor nor the CTR accept responsibility for 
accuracy of article content or any damage or injury resulting from 
suggested modifications.  Articles may be submitted in writing, by 
mail, fax, or e-mail.  Photos are also very welcome.  If any material 
must be returned,  please include self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

Advisors 
  

TR2 & 3 Tom Delaney (301) 898-1887 
  redcarnut@comcast.net 
TR4 Keith Dunklee  (703) 521-2245   
  dunklee61@msn.com  
TR250 & 6 Arleigh Cottrell  (301) 627-6637 
  RaceNutz@aol.com   
 Joe Cannon  (703) 280-4104 
  jpc8904@yahoo.com 
TR7 & 8 Paul Edelstein  (703) 914-0507 
  pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com  
GT6             George Earwaker (703) 204-1104 
Herald Bill Goodwin (301) 870-8594  
  redrag@radix.net    
Spitfire Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337 
  cbrownphoto@verizon.net 
Stag Glenn Minucci  (301) 862-5433 
  gminucci@paxr.veridian.com  
Autocross Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337  
  cbrownphoto@verizon.net 
Racing           Ira Schoen (703) 698-1691 
  pterodactyl711@aol.com 
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TRIUMPH TRIVIA:  Who is Siegfreid Bettmann? 

Siegfreid Bettmann, a bicycle manufacturer, founded what 
would become Triumph in 1885.  He moved to Coventry 
in 1889, but didn’t produce Triumph’s first automobile 
until 1923. 

Deadline for  
the next issue of  
The Standard: 

December 12th! 
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The three hosts of this year’s T4 at home in their garages. 
From left to right, Paul Edelstein discusses electrical wiring and connections, RJ Fortwengler passes 

on suggestions for winterizing your Triumph, and Joe Cannon holds a copy of the world’s largest TR6 
wiring diagram.  For more on the T4, please turn to page 4. 
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Happy Holidays! 
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CTR Happenings 
2009 Events 

 
At this time, the only 2009 events on the calendar are the 

Awards Brunch, Winter Dinner and, of course, Britain on the 
Green (BOG).  The main point of discussion at the January 
20th ESB meeting will be to flesh out our calendar for the 
early part of 2009. 

 
If you have a suggestion for an event, be it driving, techni-

cal or social, please let on of the club officers know.  CTR is 
your club and needs your inputs! 
 
Save a Tree 

 
Want to save paper?  Want to see the pictures in The Stan-

dard in color?  Want to receive your newsletter about a week 
earlier than your computer illiterate friends?  Want to frus-
trate the professional paper manglers at the Post Office?  
Want to save CTR money?  Contact Art Fournier about re-
ceiving your newsletter electronically. 

 
E-Mail Event Notification 
 

 Please make sure we have your up-to-date e-mail address 
so that you don’t miss out on news of CTR events, especially 
late breaking changes and pop up events!  And please don’t 
forget to give us your new mailing addresses and phone num-
bers when they change. 

December 2008 

CTR Awards Brunch 
January 25th, 2009 

The annual CTR Awards Brunch is our traditional 
venue to recognize member participation for the preceding 
year.  It’s also a chance to meet with club members and talk 
Triumphs during the “non-driving” season.  This year’s 
event is tentatively planned for 1:00 PM on Sunday, Janu-
ary 25th, at Clyde’s at Mark Center, 1700 N. Beauregard 
Street, Alexandria, VA.  The room has a limited seat-
ing capacity, so please RSVP to Rich Townsend as 
soon as possible to ensure we don’t need to alter our 
plans. 

 
We will order off the menu, with entrees in the 

$13-$18 range, plus tax and a 20% gratuity.  There 
will be a single check – please bring cash to reimburse 
Rich. 

 
RSVP Rich at retownsendjr@comcast.net or by phone 

to 540-788-4588. 
Bill Goodwin and Britwit, one of his Heralds, line up behind 

Art Fournier’s Spitfire in the Leonardtown, MD, 
Veterans’ Day Parade on November 11th. 
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National Air and Space Museum 
Udvar-Hazy Center Tour 

Rich Smalling 

The plan for the CTR tour of the Udvar-Hazy Center in 
Chantilly, Virginia, was for a tailgate lunch followed by a 
tour given by the Museum docent staff.  Neither happened 
as planned. 

 
Saturday November 15th the day of the tour brought 

rain, wind and a lousy forecast.  We scrapped the museum 
parking lot tailgating and headed for a local restaurant for 
lunch instead.  Club members Lionel Mitchell, Rich Town-
send, Art Fournier, John Puckett and his family - Becky, 
Ethan and Emma - and Rich Smalling all did some serious 
carbohydrate loading at the Red Robin Restaurant to get 
our bodies ready for the museum tour. 

 
 We then headed over to the Udvar-Hazy Center 

where we were joined by club members RJ Fortwengler, 
Maureen and Jay Donn , Matt Schipani and Jeremy Kinney 
and his girlfriend Cheryl Pfeifer.  Then our second change 
of plans happened and what a wonderful change it was.  
Just as we were about to sign up for the 1 PM Museum 
tour, we learned that our very own CTR club member Jer-
emy was an Air and Space Museum curator, that his spe-
cialty was pre WWII aircraft and that he was offering to 
give our club members a private tour of the museum...... 
Excellent!!   We quickly accepted his offer. 

  We started in the beginning of flight section and 
worked our way around the entire museum covering, air-
craft, spacecraft and of course British aircraft engine tech-
nology.  It was clear from the very start that we were on a 
special tour with the rare chance to hear a curator’s per-
spective and interpretation of the Museum artifacts.  Jer-
emy tirelessly continued our tour dishing out interesting 
facts and colorful background on many of the museum’s 
pieces for over 2-1/2 hours.  When the tour ended some 
CTR members continued on their own until closing time.  
Thanks to the members who participated and made the day 
lots of fun and special thanks to Jeremy for taking the time 
to give us an excellent tour.  We had a very good time and 
learned a lot! 

Acres of airplanes as far as the eye can see, including the  
original Boeing 737 prototype and a Concorde SST.  Many of 

the aircraft on display were flown into adjacent Dulles  
International Airport before being turned over to the Museum. 

Jeremy Kinney (far right) leads CTR members RJ Fortwengler, 
Lionel Mitchell, Rich Smalling, Jay Donn, John Puckett and 
Maureen Donn through the Udvar-Hazy Center’s extensive 

display of early aircraft 
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CTR’s 11th Annual 

T4 
Saturday, November 1st 

The four Ts are Triumph, Taste, Tech and Tour.  This 
year CTR’s amalgam of a progressive dinner, tech session 
and road tour was held in Northern Virginia on Saturday, 
November 1st at the homes, or rather in the garages, of Paul 
Edelstein, RJ Fortwengler and Joe Cannon. 

 
The morning began at the Edelsteins in Annandale with 

pastries, juice and coffee.   (Thank you, Sharon!)   Paul led 
a comprehensive discussion on the wiring and electrical 
connectors found in our Triumphs.  Leaving Paul’s our ex-
tensive caravan of Triumphs and a few support vehicles 
made its way through Northern Virginia’s notorious Satur-
day traffic to Arlington and the Fortwenglers where we had 
sandwiches, salads and chips.  (Thank you, Sheila!)   RJ 
discussed tips for winterizing our cars, whether they’re 
driven or garaged during the cold months.  RJ’s garage has 
become something of a Garage Mahal with a fully fur-
nished guest suite above a scrupulously clean two bay 
workspace.  Few of us can boast easy chairs in the garage!  
From Paul’s we made our way via I-66 to the Cannons in 
Fairfax for chips, dips and munchies.  (Thank you, Rita!)  

Lionel Mitchell, RJ Fortwengler, Bruce Hislop, Mike Dunlap, 
Steve Prior and Paul Edelstein  

Rich Wilkins, Steve Prior, Paul Edelstein, Lionel Mitchell, Bill 
Goodwin and Mike Dunlap gather around Paul’s TR6 while he 

discusses electrical British wiring and connections. 

At Joe’s there was a hands-on session on how to install new 
side window trim and rubber seals. 

 
As is usually the case, this year’s T4 was a very well 

attended event with a good turnout both in terms of CTR 
members and Triumphs.  The fact that the Fall weather was 
ideal probably didn’t hurt a bit.  It was good to see so many 
Wedges and their owners in attendance, including Steve 
Prior’s TR7, Bruce Hislop’s TR7, which was just back on 
the road for its first club outing, and Mike Dunlap’s TR7, 
which he’s owned since new.  And Paul Edelstein and 
Lionel Mitchel, while driving TR6s are also Wedge own-
ers.  As always, thanks go to all our hosts (and especially 
their wives!) for sharing their knowledge and opening their 
garages to CTR for its final road event of the 2008 driving 
season. Bill Goodwin offers a suggestion for the technically frustrated 
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The Garage Spot: 
TR6 Ground  
Connections 

Paul Edelstein 

The original TR6 configuration uses an uninsulated 
braided strap to ground the battery to the engine block, us-
ing one of the transmission bell housing bolts.  The cable is 
held in place with a clip screwed into the firewall, which 
serves a second purpose of connecting the battery ground to 
the body.  If you think about it, without this clip, the engine 
is not really grounded to the body or frame, since the en-
gine mounts are rubber.  Thus, without the clip, anything 
that is trying to ground to the engine will ground through 
anything else that contacts both the engine and the body, 
such as a choke cable. 

  
I discovered this during my restoration as I tried to di-

agnose my dim lights problem.  I had previously replaced 
the battery ground cable with the insulated kind.  There 
were about 20 ohms of resistance between the engine block 
and the body.  So, the lights were grounded to the body 
properly, but had to find a path to the engine to ground to 
the battery!  Rather than use a braided cable, I made a sim-
ple jumper ground cable from the engine to the body, using 
the same connection points (transmission bolt and bolt 
holding the clip in place).  Voila, bright lights and no more 
resistance. 

  
So, I recommend that all TR6 folks check the integrity 

of this connection and refurbish as necessary.  Of course, a 
similar analysis applies to other models as well. 

Paul Scuderi and Matt Schipani relax in RJ Fortwengler’s 
lounge, err, that is, garage during this year’s T4.  Easy chairs, 
baseboard heat, pictures on the walls, guest suite above — yup, 

this qualifies as a Garage Mahal! 

Charlie Brown, Joe Cannon and Paul Edelstein install new 
window seals in the doors of Joe’s TR6.  CTR members brought 

a variety of specialized tools to this project, some of which 
worked almost as well as brute force; however, by the end of the 

day the seals were installed. 
A TR4, several TR6s and TR7s, and a couple of Spitfires are 
among the Triumphs that participated in the 2008 CTR T4 



EVENTS 
 
All listings including  “*CTR*” are events for which  club 
participation points will be awarded. 
 
Jan 20 - ESB and Membership meeting, Bentley’s 
Restaurant, Route 50, Falls Church, VA, Paul Scuderi 
Jan 25 - Awards Brunch, VA, Rich Townsend *CTR*  
Feb 20 - Winter Dinner, MD, Bill Goodwin *CTR*  
Apr 26 - BOG 2009 at Collingwood *CTR* 
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CLASSIFIED 
 

CTR assumes no responsibility for quality or condition of 
merchandise listed herein.  All transactions resulting from listings are 
strictly between buyer and seller. 
 
NOTE: Ads for CTR members shall run on a space available basis for 
3 issues.   To rerun, please resubmit your ad at end of  period.   
Other ads are space available only. 
 
For sale:  Original VA license plates pair of 1957 plates # 
804-237 $35.00 with a 1957 Chesterfield County Rider 
$15.00 and a 1957 City of Richmond rider $15.00. I also 
have a pair of 1963 VA plates # 8-149 $45.00 with a 1963 
Chesterfield County rider $15.00. Contact Ken Nachman 
804-840-1441 or kennachman@comcast.net 
 
For sale:  1969 Triumph Spitfire trunk lid (Mk3) and 
steering wheel stored inside for the past 20 years.  Located 
in VA, just north of Richmond.  Pictures at http://
tinyurl.com/3zghhu.  Greg at greg@aimcustom.com or 804-
915-7379  
 
Garage Stuff for sale.  1.  Bumper hoist, will lift 2000 
pounds 40”. Requires 100 psi air   pressure. Like new hardly 
used. I paid $400.00 for it from Harbor Freight.  Asking 
$300.00; 2.  Motorcycle jack, 1500lbs. capacity. brand new. 
A great tool for lifting one side of a little Brit. car approx. 
24” high for muffler, brakes or clutch work. It distributes the 
lifting load over a 15” span instead of the 3” span from a 
standard jack. $30.00; 3.  Enclosed Trailer for Cargo or Car 
Transport.  10,000 lbs. capacity, dual axles, electric brakes. 
14.5 feet deep by 7 feet width by 7 feet height, perfect 
condition has ramps and floor anchors. I used this to store 
my MG TD and transport it to Middleberg.  Asking 
$3000.00  Email pictures available; 4.  Electric Squirrel 
Cage Fan, 2000 cfm, 220v., came from a heater unit. Free, 
just take it; 5.  Compressor, one cylinder, ½ hp with 30 gal. 
tank. Kinda beat up but serviceable. Make an offer.  Contact: 
Joe Cannon  703-280-4104 or email jpc8904@yahoo.com 
 



Membership Renewal / Application 
For renewals with unchanged status, return your mailing label. 

 
Name   ____________________________    
 
Address____________________________ 
 
             ____________________________ 
 
             ____________________________ 
 
 
Phone   ____________________________ 
 
E-mail   ____________________________ 
 
TRIUMPH’s owned__________________ 
 
              ____________________________ 
 
Newsletter Preference:  Electronic _______   
 
                                       Paper        _______ 

 
Annual Dues - $25.00, or 

2 years for $45.00  SAVE $5.00!!! 
 

Checks Payable to C.T.R. 
Please complete this form and return to: 

 
Matt Schipani 

44333 Silkworth Terrace 
Ashburn, VA 20147 

CLUB OFFICERS 
President Paul Scuderi (240) 876-7222  
 Damascus  tr6_guy@hotmail.com   
Vice President  Lionel Mitchell (703) 754-7362 
 Haymarket  haymarket4@verizon.net 
Secretary John Buescher (703) 522-6571 
 Arlington  John.Buescher@hqda.army.mil 
Treasurer Rich Smalling (703) 430-0920 
 Sterling  RJSmalling@aol.com  
Events Directors Rich Townsend (540) 788-4588 
 Catlett  retownsendjr@comcast.net 
  Bill Goodwin  (301) 870-8594  
 Bryantown  redrag@radix.net 
Club Liaison Bruce Hislop (410) 721-9411 
 Crofton  BMHislop@hotmail.com  
Membership Matt Schipani (703) 724-1573 
 Ashburn  matt@ashburnsoftware.com    
Members-at-Large Paul Edelstein (703) 914-0507      
 Annandale  pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com 
            RJ Fortwengler (703) 243-6426  
  Arlington   fortwenr@nasdaq.com 
  Karl Johnson        (703) 978-4968  
 Fairfax  ktjark@aol.com 
  Joe Cannon (703) 280-4104 
 Fairfax   jpc8904@yahoo.com  
BOG Coordinator Tom Burke (703) 354-1361 
 Annandale  tburke4@aol.com 
  Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337 
 Dale City  cbrownphoto@verizon.net 

 
CTR website  

www.capitaltriumphregister.com 

THE STANDARD 
Published by the Capital Triumph Register 

Editor,  Art Fournier   
4729 Willows Road, Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732-4221 

Phone  - (410) 535-0690 
E-mail  -  artfournier@comcast.net 

 

The Standard welcomes any submitted material for publication; 
however, neither its editor nor the CTR accept responsibility for 
accuracy of article content or any damage or injury resulting from 
suggested modifications.  Articles may be submitted in writing, by 
mail, fax, or e-mail.  Photos are also very welcome.  If any material 
must be returned,  please include self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

Advisors 
  

TR2 & 3 Tom Delaney (301) 898-1887 
  redcarnut@comcast.net 
TR4 Keith Dunklee  (703) 521-2245   
  dunklee61@msn.com  
TR250 & 6 Arleigh Cottrell  (301) 627-6637 
  RaceNutz@aol.com   
 Joe Cannon  (703) 280-4104 
  jpc8904@yahoo.com 
TR7 & 8 Paul Edelstein  (703) 914-0507 
  pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com  
GT6             George Earwaker (703) 204-1104 
Herald Bill Goodwin (301) 870-8594  
  redrag@radix.net    
Spitfire Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337 
  cbrownphoto@verizon.net 
Stag Glenn Minucci  (301) 862-5433 
  gminucci@paxr.veridian.com  
Autocross Charlie Brown (703) 878-1337  
  cbrownphoto@verizon.net 
Racing           Ira Schoen (703) 698-1691 
  pterodactyl711@aol.com 

The  Standard Page 7 December 2008 



Photo Credits 
 

Pages 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
- Art Fournier 

The Capital Triumph Register
is a chapter of
The Vintage Triumph Register,
6-Pack, and
The Triumph Register of America

THE STANDARD 4729 Willows Road
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732-4221

TRIUMPH TRIVIA:  What was the first Triumph auto-
mobile and when was it introduced? 

The first Triumph automobile was the 10/20 introduced 
in 1923.  The name is derived from its Royal Automobile 
Club (RAC) rated 10 horsepower and its actual 20 horse-
power. 

Deadline for  
the next issue of  
The Standard: 
January 2nd! 
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