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Ho!  Ho!  Ho!  Santa chats with Mary Schoen and Lisa Smalling at the CTR Holiday Party. 
  

For more on the Holiday Party,  see page 6. 



The Shape of 
Things to Come 
(Miscellaneous Ramblings 
from the President)  
By Lionel Mitchell 
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Happy New Year to all. Hope you all had a wonderful 
holiday season. Mine was great.  We spent ten days in Ari-

zona including a road 
trip to the Grand Canyon 
and Lake Havasu, loca-
tion of the reconstructed 
London Bridge – yes the 
London Bridge as in 
London, England. Lake 
Havasu City, Arizona 
bought the bridge when 
it was disassembled in 
1971 and reconstructed 
it.  Fun trip. 

I’m slowly getting back to my Maple 6 restoration.  I’m 
working on the windshield wiper mechanism and motor 
and the pedal box.  I’m cleaning and painting metal parts 
and refurbishing the some of the electrical parts in the wip-
er motor. I  also ordered and received a rebuilt Bosch alter-
nator. This is the same unit Rich the T wrote about in last 
month’s Standard.  In the near future, I plan to work on 
wiring, steering column, and seat covers. 

 
The club Holiday Party was a great success and was 

well attended. Thanks to Rich and Patti for hosting it.  Next 

event is the Awards Brunch.  This is where we announce 
the results of the participation points competition. I’m hap-
py to report that participation is at a record level.  Be sure 
to sign up on the e-vite.  And coming up at the end of Janu-
ary is our annual trek to the DC Auto Show.  Look for an e-
vite in the near future.  Another event on the horizon is the 
Best of Britain exhibit at the Simeone Automotive Museum 
in February and March.  Look for more details in the next 
issue. 

 
And of course Britain on the Green is coming up at the 

end of April.  We need you help is making this the best 
BOG ever.  Please contact any ESB member if you can 
give some of your time. 

 
In the last issue of The Standard, we announced the 

location of the 2014 VTR convention in Dobson, North 
Carolina.  The latest news is the announcement of the host 
hotel location.  You can now make reservations for the con-
vention.  I’ve posted the link and details on the CTR Face-
book group page.  If you think you might be attending, it 
would be a good idea to make your room reservations now. 
There are also other hotels near-by I’ve been told. 

 
And once again, we need your help – we have vacan-

cies on the ESB.  Let one of us know if you are willing to 
serve. 



CTR Happenings 

Please Welcome CTR’s Newest Members! 
 

 Clayton Brooks, Washington, DC 
 James Hardaway, Alexandria, VA 
 Stetson Tinkham, Alexandria, VA (with an apology 

from the editor for my error last month) 
 
New CTR Membership Secretary 

  
After many years of dedicated service, Matt Schipani 

has stepped down as CTR’s membership secretary and 
Mark Shien has volunteered to take on the responsibilities.  
Note the new  address on page 11. 
 
Winter Events 

 
The CTR Awards Brunch (with business meeting and 

election of officers) will be held  January 19th at Chadwicks 
in Northwest Washington DC.  Are you interested in con-
tributing to CTR as a member of its Board?  If so, contact 
Lionel Mitchell to see where your talents can be best uti-
lized. 

 
Planning for Britain on the Green (April 27th) will 

begin in earnest with a kickoff meeting on January 18th at 
Gunston Hall.  BOG is our showcase event and one where 
we need help from everyone in CTR to ensure success. 

 
CTR will make its annual visit to the Washington Auto 

Show on Friday evening, January 31st. 
 
In February, CTR will hold its annual Winter Dinner at 

a Virginia location.  Date and details to be determined. 
 
In late February, CTR will visit the Simeone Museum 

in Philadelphia for their Best of Britain show. 
 
Details on all these events will be in the newsletter and 

in evites.  Remember, if we don’t have your current e-mail 
address, we can’t send you evites! 

 
VTR National Convention 

  
If you’re not already a member of the Vintage Triumph 

Register, please join and plan to participate in the 2014 
VTR National Convention in Dobson, North Carolina. 

In Memory of 
Fred Mittelman 
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CTR lost an active member and good friend when 
Frederick Mittelman, died peacefully at home on Sunday, 
December 15 from complications of ALS (Lou Gehrig’s 
disease).  Active in CTR even in the face of his failing 
health, Fred was co-coordinator of Britain on the Green for 
several years.  Fred had only recently completed restoration 
of the TR3A that had been in his family since it was new.  
Most recently, Fred rode along in the TR3A driven by his 
wife took part in CTR’s Fall Foliage Run in November.  
He is survived by his wife, Diane Page, daughters Louise 
and Theresa Mittelman, and sisters Sara and Amy Mittel-
man. Fred went into private legal practice in 1997 after 
serving the cause of Civil Rights at the NAACP Legal De-
fense and Education Fund, the EEOC, and the Department 
of Justice.   

 
Donations in Fred's name can be made to the DC/MD/VA 
ALS Association at http://webdc.alsa.org/site/PageServer?
pagename=DC_homepage; the American Civil Liberties 
Union at  https://www.aclu.org/ (non-tax deductible); or the 
NAACP Legal Defense Fund  at http://
naacplegaldefensefund.org/landing/support/join-the-
fight.php?track=gbrbr. 

Diane Page, Fred Mittelman, and theirTR3A at Gunston Hall 



CTR Awards 
Brunch 

January 19th 
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Once again it's time for us to celebrate and honor those 
individuals who have worked so tirelessly on behalf of the 
Capital Triumph Register throughout the past year.  The 
Awards Brunch is also our annual (very brief) business 
meeting and biennial election of officers, so it’s important 
that we have a good turnout.  And, of course, like every 
CTR get together, it’s a chance to renew old friendships 

 
CTR members will be recognized for noteworthy par-

ticipation in events throughout 2012 with certificates, the 
admiration of their friends, and perhaps a special prize. 

 
So, you are cordially 

invited to attend our 
Awards Brunch to be 
held on January 19th at 
Chadwicks Friendship Heights beginning at 11:00 
a.m.  Chadwicks is a local “institution” having been there 
for many years and offering an atmosphere similar to the 
television show “Cheers,” to its clientele.   

 
Chadwicks is directly across the street from the Friend-

ship Heights Metro (Jenifer Street Exit) at 5247 Wisconsin 
Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20015.  There is also plenty of 
on-street parking (no charge on Sunday), so don’t be afraid 
to drive...parking is not an issue.  For more on the restau-
rant, see http://www.dcchadwicks.com/ 

 
Please RSVP to the recent evite or to Mark Shlien 

(tr6@comcast.com).  Your early RSVP is sincerely appre-
ciated. 

 
This event is rain or shine or freezing tempera-

tures!  (And this year, who can guess what the weather will 
be!) 

 
So, please join us for this very special occasion...You’ll 

find good food, outstanding conversation and the best 
Bloody Mary that you can imagine waiting for you. 

 
See you there! 



Sales, Service & Restoration 

Looking back at THE STANDARD: 
 

Volume VII, Number 1 
January 1995 
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As we have done for several years, CTR members will 
attend the Washington Auto Show at the DC Convention 
Center.   

 
This year we will attend on Friday, January 31st, to take 

advantage  of the show’s longer hours that evening.  Cur-
rently, plans are to meet at 6:00 PM at the Old Dominion 
Brew House, located adjacent to the Convention Center at 
1219 9th Street, between M and N Streets, NW.  If you take 
Metro, use the Mt. Vernon Square/Convention Center Sta-
tion on the Yellow and Green lines.  Either respond to the 
evite or shoot Lionel  Mitchell an e-mail 
(haymarket4@verizon.net) if you plan to attend and use his 
cell phone (703-217-1485) to rendezvous with the CTR 
gang. 

 
The Auto Show is a great chance to see the latest mod-

els from Triumph.  Sorry, dream on.  But it is a great op-
portunity to check out the latest offerings from the world’s 
auto makers.  Come on by to slam a few doors, kick a few 
tires, and share opinions, but wear comfortable shoes; the 
DC Convention Center is huge! 

 
For more information on the Auto Show, check out 

their website:  http://www.washingtonautoshow.com/ 

2014 Britain on the 
Green Kickoff Meeting 

January 18th 

      The meeting to kickoff planning for 
CTR’s immensely popular spring car 
show will be held Saturday, January 
18th at 11:30 AM at the Visitor’s Cen-
ter at Gunston Hall. 
 
      If you haven’t had the chance to 

join in the effort in past years, it’s a great opportunity to be 
part of this outstanding event. Bring your ideas!  

Friday, January 31st 

In 1995 as in 2014, the leadoff article in the January 
edition of The Standard was on the club’s Holiday Party, 
hosted in 1995 by Carole and Ray Aranda at their home in 
Bowie, Maryland.   

 
Plans were underway for the club’s first awards ban-

quet to be held later in January at the Calvert House Res-
taurant in Riverdale, Maryland.  On the agenda for that 
event was a proposal to shorten the club’s name from the 
National Capital Area Vintage Triumph Register.  (And 
you know how that turned out!) 

 
The issue also included a report on a brake overhaul 

tech session held at Motorhead and conducted by Rich 
Lipsky.  There were two tech tips in the January edition, 
both by Charlie Brown.  One was on tire pressure and the 
other was on winter fuel additives (see page 9 for a reprint). 

 
Additionally, there was a recap of a trip to and driving 

on the left side of the road in Ireland by Beverly and David  
Dougherty. 



CTR 

Holiday Party 
December 29th 
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CTR’s annual holiday party is always in early Decem-
ber when there’s a fair chance of decent weather and be-
fore people are away for the holidays.  That was to have 
been the case this year with the party originally scheduled 
for December 8th.  However, that wasn’t meant to be, how-
ever.  Snow and freezing rain forced a postponement.  For-
tunately, our hosts, Patti and Rich Townsend, were willing 
and able to reschedule the party for December 29th at their 
Catlett, Virginia, home.  A few of the regulars were out of 
town, but over 40 CTR members, family, and friends were 
able to attend.  There weren’t too many Triumphs lined up 
on the lawn – okay, there weren’t any.  The 29th turned out 
to be a horrendously rainy day, but at least the tempera-
tures were comfortably above freezing! 

 
As usual, there was great food, great libations and 

even greater company.  As has become our custom, we 
were visited by Santa Claus who, it must be told, looked a 
bit frazzled from his rounds a few days earlier.  None the 
less, Santa helped in our now traditional gift exchange.  In 
what must be a positive sign for the economy, the quality 
of gifts was pretty nice this year with not a used spark plug 
to be seen. 

 
A huge CTR thank you goes to Patti and Rich the T for 

their flexibility and hospitality.  And to all CTR members, 
have a happy and Triumphant New Year! 



    The Standard Page 7 January 2014 



 Triumph TR7: 
The Untold Story 

A Review by Stephen Oertwig 
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Triumph TR7: The Untold Story 
By David Knowles 
Published by Crowood Press, 2007 
List price:  $44.95, available for about $30 on the Internet 
 

Could the last of the TRs have been the best? After ex-
periencing the underpowered and failure-prone TR7, the 
TR8 was destined to be the savior of the Triumph name.  
The TR8 was faster and more reliable than the TR7, but it 
all ended for Triumph when the last TR7 rolled off the line 
on Oct. 26, 1981, from the Solihull plant. 

 
The TR7 was one of the most con-

troversial cars in Triumph’s history.  
Despite the short production history of 
the “Wedge,” there are volumes of 
history that surround development, 
successes, and the demise of the last 
TR. 

 
David Knowles has captured a 

abundance of information about the 
TR7 in his latest book, “Triumph 
TR7: The Untold Story.”  He docu-
ments historical information from the 
first days of Bullet, codename given 
the TR7 by Triumph, to what could 
have been the possible successor in 
the British Leyland stable.   

 
Knowles appears to have invested 

extraordinary amounts of research in 
England and the United States to produce content for the 
256-page book.  Instead of being a one-side story of Lord 
Stokes and British Leyland, Knowles stresses the im-
portance of American input into bring Bullet to life.   

 
There are many comments from Mike Cook, who start-

ed working for Standard Triumph Motor Company in 1958. 
Cook later became corporate public relations manager for 
British Leyland, and was involved intimately with the TR7s 
unveiling in America in January 1975. 

 
Kas Kastner could have made the Wedge fly and forced 

the TR6 off the assembly line sooner.  Triumph had sent 

Kastner one of the slant-four engines used in the TR7, and 
easily squeezed 25 more horsepower from two-liter engine.  
Unfortunately, Kastner resigned from Triumph’s USA 
Competition Department before the TR7 went into produc-
tion and formed his own company. 

 
“Triumph TR7: The Untold Story” also is a good pri-

mer on Triumph’s history.  It also clearly shows the prob-
lems that Triumph had with labor strikes.  The TR7 was 
built in three different factories:  Speke, Canley and Soli-
hull.  This also represents the full spectrum of poor to per-
fect to Triumph.  The Speke cars earned notorious marks; 
Solihull cars received rave reviews.  

 
Constant battles with the British Leyland corporate 

managers, and how much marketing plays into the success 
of a car are played out clearly in the book.  Politics figures 

heavily in Triumph’s waning days as 
builders of premier sports cars.  Triumph 
and MG were never friends, and even 
more so after being swept into the British 
Leyland family.  American safety and 
emission requirements also dramatically 
changed how cars were designed and built. 
 
     Talk about the next-generation Tri-
umph sports car began in 1968 as the pro-
totype TR6 was taking shape.  In 1969, 
Michelotti designed “Lynx,” part of the 
Bullet project. It was not his design that 
shaped the TR7.  Harris Mann penned the 
“Shape of things that win” that became the 
focal point for Triumph’s advertising. 
 
    There are many little vignettes about the 
TR7 in Knowles’ book. He explains why 
the TR7 had HR-rated tyres (it tested 114 
mph in Germany), how cat urine caused a 

strike at Speke, and that the dash was Noryl, not plastic. 
 
Knowles does a good job of tracing the TR7 from be-

ginning to end.  He also provides coverage of the move 
from coupe to convertible, birth of the TR8, and Triumph’s 
adventures in motor sports.  The TR7 – after much rework-
ing and help from outside forces – would become a winner 
on the track and on the rally circuit. 

 
Anyone who owns a Wedge will find “Triumph TR7: 

The Untold Story” an essential addition to the Triumph 
bookshelf.  The excellent photographs and variety of adver-
tising augments the history of the “shape that’s gone” flaw-
lessly. 



CTR Name Badges.  We will place our next order 
for CTR name badges on January 31st.  The badges are 
plastic, about 1 inch by 3.5 inches, and have a pin back.  
They are gold with the CTR logo and your name in 
black.  If you’re interested, the badges are $5.00 each.  
To order, please pay by cash or a check made out to the 
“Capital Triumph Register.”  Contact Art Fournier at 
artfournier@comcast.net or 410-535-0690 to order.  
Specify exactly how you want your name to appear. 

Winter Storage / 
Driving Tip 

Charlie Brown 
Originally published in the 
January 1995 edition of 

The Standard 

GGOLDOLD!!  

The Vintage Triumph Register 
was founded in 1974 and is dedicated to the maintenance, 
preservation and enjoyment of the Triumph marque.  
Membership benefits include a bi-monthly magazine, The 
Vintage Triumph.  To join, send $35 for a one-year US 
membership to: 
 
The Vintage Triumph Register 
PO Box 655 
Howell, MI 48844 
 
Or go to the Vintage Triumph Register 
website, www.vtr.org, for additional information and a 
membership application. 
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This year as I put the Green Weenie up for winter stor-
age, I thought I’d modify my fuel storage additive. 

 
Normally I top off the tank then add a fuel stabilizer (Sta

-Bil or Store-N-Start are two brand names) to keep parts 
normally in contact with the fuel from getting gummed up 
during a period of storage.  This year I wanted to modify 
the additive with a water absorber to control any condensa-
tion that could develop in the gas tank over the winter. 

 
At the local parts store they carry two common types of 

fuel system treatments for water, both marketed by the 
Christy Corporation.  One type, packaged in a small blue 
plastic bottle, is listed as a fuel system antifreeze.  The oth-
er, which comes in a black plastic bottle, is a “dry gas.”  
The antifreeze is a methanol compound designed to keep 
any water in the gas tank from freezing — it’s still there, it 
just won’t freeze!  The dry gas is an isopropyl alcohol that 
actually absorbs the water, allows it to blend with the gaso-
line and then be burned during the combustion process. 

 
Since the object is to remove the water, thus reducing 

potential rust in the system during storage, I went with the 
isopropyl compound.  I’m not sure how the methanol anti-
freeze additive is supposed to help.  My guess is that once 

most consumers realize the difference, it will disappear 
from the shelves.  If you want to treat your fuel system, 
make sure you look for the isopropyl dry gas additive. 



EVENTS 
 
All listings including  “*CTR*” are events for 
which club participation points will be awarded. 
 
Jan 14 - CTR Executive Steering Board Meeting 
Jan 18 - Britain on the Green 2014 Kickoff Meeting at 
Gunston Hall 
Jan 19  - Awards Brunch with annual business meeting and 
election of officers *CTR* 
Jan 23-Feb 2 - Washington DC Auto Show 
Jan 31 - CTR Night at the DC Auto Show *CTR* 
Feb TBD - Winter Dinner (VA Location TBD) *CTR* 
Feb 15-Mar 2 - Simeone Museum Best of Britain show, 
Philadelphia, Simeone Newsletter 
Mar 11 - CTR Executive Steering Board Meeting 
Apr 27 - Britain on the Green 2014 *CTR* 
May 16-18 - Carlisle, PA, Import and Kit Show 
Jun 11-15 - TRA 2014 National Meeting, Deer Creek State 
Park, OH, http://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra2014/
index.html 
Jul 24-26 - The Roadster Factory Summer Party, Armagh, 
PA *CTR* 
Sep 9-14 - VTR National Convention, Dobson, NC  
http://www.vtr2014.com/  *CTR* 
Oct 9-12 - 6-Pack Trials , Oxford, MS,  
http://www.2014trials.com/ 
 

*** Much More to Come *** 
 

CLASSIFIED 
 

CTR assumes no responsibility for quality or condition of 
merchandise listed herein.  All transactions resulting from listings 
are strictly between buyer and seller. 
 
NOTE: Ads for CTR members shall run on a space available basis 
for 3 issues.   To rerun, please resubmit your ad at end of  period.   
Other ads are space available only. 
 
1979 TR7 for sale.  It has a good body with minor rust, 
weber carburetors and headers, and 5-speed transmission.  
It needs restoration.  $1,000 or best offer.  Contact Ken at 
304-261-7537. 
 
Triumph Spitfire IV/1500 factory steel hardtop for sale. 
I purchased this hardtop with the intent do restoring it.  
Therefore, I have completely stripped the top and 
purchased ALL the new parts required to rebuild it.  

Original glass in EXCELLENT condition 
Original headliner bows in EXCELLENT condition 
NEW black headliner 
NEW rubber for rear 
glass 
NEW “furflex” for driver 
and passenger windows 
NEW “furflex” for rear 
quarter windows 
NEW rubber seal at 
windshield 
NEW mounting 
hardware 
 
I believe the color to be 
original Triumph Signal 
Red.  It needs only slight 
metal work (2 dings) to 
make it perfect.  
 
STORAGE STAND IS NOT INCLUDED... But I can 
provide you fairly detailed instructions on how to build 
your own for under $35.  Contact Patrick at 202-285-
7031  $550.00 
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Officers 

President Lionel Mitchell 703-754-7362 haymarket4@verizon.net 
Vice President John Buescher 703-522-6571 John.Buescher@calibresys.com 
Secretary Patrick Carter 202-285-7031  PCarter.dc@gmail.com 
Treasurer Rich Smalling 703-430-0920 RJSmalling@aol.com 
Events Director (Vacant)   

Club Liaison Bruce Hislop 410-721-9411 BMHislop@hotmail.com 
Membership Mark Shlien 202-415-1599  tr6@comcast.com  

Members-at-Large Paul Scuderi 
Paul Edelstein 
RJ Fortwengler 
Karl Johnson 
Rich Townsend 
Joe Cannon 
Matt Schipani 

240-876-7222 
703-914-0507 
703-243-6426 
703-978-4968 
540-788-4588 
703-280-4104 
703-464-4840 

trsix_guy@yahoo.com 
pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com 
rfortwengler@verizon.net 
ktjark@aol.com 
retownsendjr@comcast.net 
jpc8904@yahoo.com 
matt@ashburnsoftware.com 

BOG Coordinators Jeff Knepp 
Tom Burke 

301-765-0727 
703-354-1361 

marcyandjeff@verizon.net 
tburke4@aol.com 

Web Administrator John “JP” Puckett 
(Vacant) 

301-395-6566 tr3aguy@verizon.net 

Newsletter Editor Art Fournier 410-535-0690 artfournier@comcast.net 

Advisors  
- TR2/3/3A/3B Rich Wilkins 

John Puckett 
Joe Cannon 

540-349-4065 
301-395-6566 
703-280-1104 

rawpiano@comcast.net 
tr3aguy@verizon.net 
jpc8904@yahoo.com 

- TR4/TR4A Rich Wilkins 540-349-4065 rawpiano@comcast.net 
- TR250 RJ Fortwengler 

Sandy Thomson 
202-236-7682 
410-253-8519 

rfortwengler@verizon.net 
sthomsontr6@gmail.com 

- TR6 Sandy Thomson 
Joe Cannon 

410-253-8519 
703-280-4104 

sthomsontr6@gmail.com 
jpc8904@yahoo.com 

- TR7 Bruce Hislop 410-721-9411 BMHislop@hotmail.com 
- TR8 Paul Edelstein 703-914-0507 pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com 
- Spitfire Art Fournier 410-535-0690 artfournier@comcast.net 
- GT6 & 2000 Saloon Matt Schipani 703-724-1573 matt@ashburnsoftware.com 
- Herald & Dolomite Bill Goodwin 301-870-8594 redrag@outlook.com 
- Stag Paul Scuderi 240-876-7222 trsix_guy@yahoo.com 
- Autocross Lionel Mitchell 703-754-7362 haymarket4@verizon.net 
- Racing Ira Schoen 703-698-1691 Pterodactyl711@aol.com 

OFFICERS AND ADVISORS THE STANDARD 
Published by the 

Capital Triumph 
Register, Ltd. 

 
Editor,  Art Fournier   
4729 Willows Road, 

Chesapeake Beach, MD 
20732-4221 

Phone:  410-535-0690 
E-mail - 

artfournier@comcast.net 
 

The Standard welcomes any 
submitted material for 
publication; however, neither 
its editor nor the CTR accept 
responsibility for accuracy of 
article content or any damage 
or injury resulting from 
suggested modifications.  
Articles may be submitted in 
writing, by mail, fax, or e-
mail.  Photos are also very 
welcome.  If any mailed 
material must be returned,  
please include a self-
addressed, stamped envelope. 

Deadline 
for the next issue of  

The Standard: 
February 7th! 

Membership Renewal / Application 
For renewals with unchanged status, return your mailing label 

 
Name 
Address 
 
 
Phone 
E-mail 

Newsletter Preference:  Electronic                     Paper  
Gift from 
Triumphs owned 
Annual Dues:  $25.00 or 2 years for $45.00 - Save $5.00 

Checks payable to C.T.R. 
Please complete and return this form to: 

Mark Shlien 
611 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE 

Suite 311 
Washington, DC 20003 

New Address! 
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THE STANDARD 4729 Willows Road
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732-4221

TRIUMPH TRIVIA:  What was the Triumph Fury? 

Designed by Michelotti, the Fury was designed 
to fill the niche between Triumph’s Spitfire and TR 
ranges.  Its monocoque body resembled the Stag 
and square tail Spitfires, while its mechanicals were 
borrowed from the Triumph 2000 saloon.  Ulti-
mately, the market niche was determined to be too 
narrow and the car was never produced although 
the 1966 prototype survives. 

Photo Credits 
 

Pages 1, 3, 6 & 7 - Art Fournier 
Page 2 - Lionel Mitchell 

Signs of the Times 
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The Capital Triumph Register’s outgoing president, Lionel Mitchell, receives the Golden Piston Award during the 
annual Awards Brunch held this year  at Chad’s (Chadwick’s) in the District of Columbia on January 19th. 

The Golden Piston Award is a rarely presented honor for exceptionally noteworthy service to 
the Capital Triumph Register. 

 
During the Awards Brunch, the Capital Triumph Register carried on the great American tradition of the orderly 

transfer of power with the election of Stephen Oertwig as president of the club. 
 

For more on the Awards Brunch, please see page 6. 



The Shape of 
Things to Come 
(Miscellaneous Ramblings 
from the President)  
By Lionel Mitchell 
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This is my last column as out-going President.  I would 
like to thank all of you for your support during my years as 
President.  I value your friendship greatly.  I was quite hon-
ored to receive your accolades and the coveted Golden Pis-
ton award at the Awards Brunch recently.  Thank you so 
much. 

 
We now have a new President, Stephen Oertwig.  I ask 

and hope that you will give him as much support as you’ve 
given to me.  Steve is no new comer to CTR or to Tri-
umphs.  He’s owned for years, and still owns, many Tri-
umphs.  He’s been a member of CTR for a long time with a 
recent absence with a job transfer to Hawaii – tough assign-
ment but he bucked up and endured.  Steve was a founding 
member of Triumph clubs in Los Angeles,  Massachusetts, 
and Hawaii.  He is also on the board of the national Vintage 
Triumph Register.  Steve is ably supported by his charming 
wife Ho Yong.  They have one son, Herald (named after the 
Triumph model of course), who lives in Hawaii.  Thank 
you, Steve for stepping up to this important responsibility.  
By the way, one last time on my soap box: we’re still look-
ing to fill a couple more positions on the ESB for Event 
Coordinator and Assistant Web Site Administrator.  Please 
contact one of us if you are willing to help.  Don’t assume 
someone else will keep the club going – it doesn’t happen 
by magic. 

 
Just as a reminder, we will be attending the Best of 

Britain exhibit at the Simeone Automotive Museum on 
February 22.  Like last year, we will be joined by members 
from our sister club, Delaware Valley Triumphs.  This 
year’s theme is “kissing cousins” – paired cars from differ-
ent marques, a saloon and its sports car cousin.  It should be 
interesting. Look for an e-vite soon. 

 
Other notable events coming up in the future are a 

GYHD session, Britain on the Green, and the national VTR 
convention.  Many of have reserved rooms for the VTR 
convention.  On-line registration is now open at: http://
www.vtr2014.com/ 

 
Finally, a topic that I will be reporting on throughout 

the year: my Maple 6 restoration.  During January, I accom-
plished a lot.  I re-veneered my wooden dash and rebuilt my 
seats.  RJ and I re-built our seats together in his heated gar-

age.  It worked great having an extra set of hands and eyes.  
Plus end of day happy hour in his garage apartment was a 
perfect ending to our work sessions.  Thanks, RJ.  Look for 
an article in a future issue of The Standard. 

 
Just because I’ve retired as President does not mean 

I’m retiring from the club.  I expect to attend many club 
events and expect to see you there as well. 

From CTR’s 
Newly Elected  
President 
By Stephen Oertwig 

Thank you, Capital Triumph Register members, 
for the vote of confidence at the Awards Brunch Janu-
ary 19.  It is honor to have your support to help lead 
CTR. 

 
I can’t think of anything more exciting than being 

with friends who share my dedication to Triumphs.  
The motivation, enthusiasm and teamwork of every-
one in CTR make it the best Triumph club in the Unit-
ed States. 

 
CTR’s success is because of commitment of the 

executive steering board.  It takes a team to keep 
growing as an organization and to meet the needs of 
members. I missed that excitement for the three years 
we were in Hawaii. 

 
It was amazing to see what CTR has done while we 

settled back in Virginia this past year.  The success of 
Britain on the Green, CTR social programs, technical 
and driving events, and improved communication 
point to the phenomenal energy everyone in CTR con-
tributes. 

 
Most of this energy came from Lionel Mitchell, our 

outgoing president.  Lionel has been a whirlwind of 
inspiration to everyone.  He made it a priority to deliv-
er something for all members to participate in, and yet 
find time to drive his Triumphs, and relish the sweet-
ness of the maple TR6 rebuild.  That is what keeps a 
great club great. 

 
It is comforting to know that Lionel and members 



CTR Happenings 

Please Welcome CTR’s Newest Member! 
 

 James Hardaway, Alexandria, VA 
 
Late Winter Events 

 
On February 22nd, CTR will visit the Simeone Museum 

in Philadelphia for their Best of Britain show.  This year’s 
theme is “Kissing Cousins” in which British sportcars are 
paired up related saloons (sedans).  We’ll be joined by 
members of the Deleware Valley Triumphs club. 

 
Plans are underway in March, probably the 15th or 22nd,   

for a Get Your Hands Dirty session to reunite the body and 
frame of a TR6 Rich the T Townsend has been working on. 

 
Details on all these events will be in the newsletter and 

in e-vites.  Remember, if we don’t have your current e-mail 
address, we can’t send you e-vites! 

 
VTR National Convention 

  
If you’re not already a member of the Vintage Triumph 
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of the executive steering board have been so helpful.  
We will work together to continue the legacy of CTR. 

 
I am making the transition to fill Lionel’s size 39 

shoes.  It takes at least three people to fill the foot-
prints he left on the show field.  I will give you all I 
have to meet challenges ahead. 

 
Everyone’s help is needed to keep CTR moving 

ahead.  It will take cooperation from all to ensure the 
success of Britain on the Green.  BOG is off to a great 
start but it will take the volunteer spirit of CTR mem-
bers to satisfy the high standards expected by the 
British car community.  

 
There are ways to help with CTR.  We need an 

events coordinator. That is important for face-to-face 
contact and a chance to get together with our cars.  
We are not a digital club content to thrive on email.  
We are members of CTR for the fun of working on 
and driving Triumphs.  The collective knowledge of 
CTR members is the foundation that drives us. 

 
Drive on! 

Register, please join and plan to participate in the 2014 
VTR National Convention in Dobson, North Carolina.  
Registrations are open at http://www.vtr2014.com/  and 
we’re told that rooms at the closest hotels are rapidly filling 
up, so don’t miss out 
 
 For the Newsletter 

  
Do you have photos in your album that show you and 

your  LBC when you both were younger?  Please share 
them with the newsletter.  Electronic copies are preferred, 
but paper copies will be scanned and returned. 

 
Do you know a road in the greater National Capital re-

gion that’s a favorite when you exercise your LBC?  Send 
the location to share in the newsletter. 

 
And as a reminder, we are always looking for articles, 

tech tips, and items of interest to include in the newsletter 
and to share with the other members of CTR.  Keep those 
contributions coming! 



CTR’s March 
Membership 

Drive! 
Mark Shlien 
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Please Join/Renew Your Membership 
 

The Capital Triumph Register continues to be one of 
the most active car clubs in the nation.  With events taking 
place every month; from our well-established rides like 
“Crusin’ for Crustaceans;” to our beloved car show, 
“Britain on the Green”; to our well attended “Get Your 
Hands Dirty” sessions, CTR offers our club members 
something for everyone. 

 
Most of all, CTR members enjoy the camaraderie, 

friendship and fun that being part of the Club provides us.  
The bond between members revolves around cars, but be-
hind the cars, CTR members share friendships, stories and 
we are there for each other through good times and tough 
times. 

 
 To take advantage of all that CTR offers, please renew 

your membership today.  Do it by March 31st you’ll get the 
following: 

 
 Join for one year at the cost of $25.00 and you will get 

thirteen months of membership for the cost of twelve.  
You’ll also get our new ultra-handsome membership 
card and our award winning newsletter, “The Stand-
ard.” 

 Join for two years at the cost of $45.00 and you will 
received 26 months of membership for the price of 24 
months.  You’ll also get our new ultra-handsome mem-
bership card and our award winning newsletter, “The 
Standard.” 

 
Need a new CTR windshield sticker?  Not a problem…

just let us know when you mail your check and it will be 
included at no cost. 

 
Go ahead and get started.  Get that check book out and 

join or renew your membership with Capital Triumph Reg-

ister and continue to enjoy the fun and activities we offer. 
 

Please send checks to: 
Mark Shlien 
611 Pennsylvania Avenue, S.E. 
Suite 311 
Washington, D.C. 20003 

 
Questions?  Concerns??  Please call me at 202-415-

1599. 
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2014 Britain on the 
Green Kickoff Meeting 

January 18th 

On January 18th several CTR 
members met with Mark Whatford, 
deputy director of Gunston Hall, to 
layout plans for Britain on the 
Green 2014.  Gunston Hall has 
proven to be an outstanding venue 
for CTR’s British Car Show.  April 
27th isn’t that far away – contact BOG coordinators 
Jeff Knepp or Tom Burke to find out how you can help 
with CTR’s largest annual event! 

Top:  Around the table on January 18th are Patrick Carter, John 
Buescher, Mark Shlien, Lionel Mitchell, Jeff Knepp, Mark Whatford, 

and (with his back to us) Dennis Eckhout 
Above:  Todd McCormick, Tim Shalvey, and Jeff Knepp discuss field 

layout for BOG 2013 

Top:  Jeff Knepp, Mark Whatford, John Buescher, Mark Shlien, Tim 
Shalvey, Lionel Mitchell, Bruce Hislop, Steve Oertwig, Pete Farrell, 

and Todd McCormick discuss voting enhancements 
Above:  John Buescher, Art Fournier, and Bruce Hislop in front of 

Gunston Hall 



CTR Awards 
Brunch 

January 19th 
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Each January, CTR gathers together to recognize mem-
ber participation over the course of the previous year.  It’s 
also our annual business meeting and, in even years, our 
election of officers.  This year we met at Chad’s (aka Chad-
wick’s) in the Friendship Heights neighborhood of Wash-
ington, DC, just over the line from Bethesda, MD. 

 
CTR’s elected officers are its president and vice presi-

dent.  As previously noted in this issue of The Standard, 
Stephen Oertwig volunteered for nomination as president.  
John Buescher agreed to an additional term as vice presi-
dent.  Proving that Washington’s reputation for gridlock is 
not always justified, their election was by unanimous accla-
mation of the assembled members.  Thanks to both and 
best wishes for success in their upcoming terms!  (Per our 
by-laws, other officer positions are filled by appointment.) 

 
CTR’s Executive Steering Board decided that Lionel 

Mitchell’s contributions over his terms as president de-
served special recognition.  So for only the fourth time in 
the club’s 25-year history, a Golden Piston Award was pre-
sented recognizing Lionel as a driving force behind CTR’s 
progress and success. 

 
Throughout the year, CTR keeps a tally of who orga-

nized and participated in events, drove their Triumphs, 
sported club regalia, and wrote articles for the newsletter.  
Recognition comes at the awards brunch in the form of cer-
tificates and prizes.  This year, prizes came from CTR’s 
trove of regalia. 

 
Members who participated in events in 201s, starting 

with the highest number of participation points, were:  Li-
onel and Nancy Mitchell, Art and Sue Fournier, Mark 
Shlien, Rich and Patti Townsend, RJ Fortwengler and Shei-
la Skipper, Dennis and LuAnne Eckhout, Karl and Penny 
Johnson, Bill and Carol Goodwin, Patrick Carter, Paul and 
Sharon Edelstein, John and Sara Buescher, Fred Mittelman 
and Diane Page, Tom and Mary Burke, Bruce and Miriam 
Hislop, Stephen Prior, Matt and Carrie Schipani, Rich and 
Lisa Smalling, Jeff and Marcy Knepp, John Puckett, Gregg 
Bachner, Ben Cheshire, Rich and Joanne Wilkins, Tim 

Shalvey, Robert Fox, Donald and Dawn Clarke, Steve 
Mumma, Ira and Mary Schoen, Alan Stiley, Sherman Taf-
fel and Camellia Blackwell, Mark Farren, Bill and Kathy 
Wemhoff, Pam Michell, David and Beverly Dougherty, 
Craig Nicholls, Roger and Peggy Morrison, Scott Smith, 
Christopher Yurasko, Heath Bjordahl, Al and Eleanor 
Ames, Michael Lake, Tim Cornish, Jeremy Kinney, Paul 
Malandrino, Sandy and JoAnne Thomson (and family), Jay 
Christopher, Richard Pace, Bill Olson, Joe and Rita Can-
non, Maureen and Jay Donn, Mike Avakian, Harvey Lee, 
Jack and Carol Schmelyun, Rich Bohan, Jaime Steve, Ste-
phen and Ho Yong Oertwig, Scott Tilton, Erik Sulcs, Pete 
Farrell, Hank Seiff, Glenn Minucci, Roger and Mary Haley, 
Richard Guba, Bill Chism, Joe Beene, Margaret Adair, 
Dennis Kruise, Earl Hill, Paul Scuderi, Charles Morin, 
Chip Collingwood, René Burcksen, David Balboni, Kelly 
Alford, Scooter Mauck, David Rohrer, Bob Leiston, Samu-
el Pena, Scott Regel, and John Marino. 

 
That’s a long list of names, but for 2014, we hope that 

to recognize even more members for their part in continu-
ing the success of the Capital Triumph Register. 

 
Finally, we’d like to 

give a big thank you to 
Mark Shlien for making 
the arrangements at 
Chad’s where we enjoyed its “Cheers-like” ambiance and 
fine food along with the camaraderie of a great turn out of 
CTR members!  
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Previous page:  Lionel Mitchell and  Stephen Oertwig 
This page, top row:  Sara and John Buescher, Patrick 
Carter, Dawn and Don Clarke, and Jay Donn 

Second row:  Dennis Eckhout, Paul Edelstein, Art Fournier, and Bob Fox 
Third row:  Carol and Bill Goodwin, Mary and Roger Haley, Bruce Hislop, and Lionel 
and Nancy Mitchell (with John Buescher) 
Fourth row:  Mary and Ira Schoen, Mark Shlien, Camellia  Blackwell and Sherman 
Taffel, and Patti and Rich Townsend 
Fifth row:  Kathy and Bill Wemhoff 
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Friday, January 31st 

Each year, CTR members get together at the Washing-
ton Auto Show to do a little window shopping, slam a few 
doors,  and kick a few tires.  (Well, we’d probably be asked 
to leave if we actually kicked tires, but you get the idea.)  
Club members arrive at different times and travel through 
the show in small, evolving groups.  At 6:00 PM we all 
wander up the street and meet at the Old Dominion Brew 
Pub for dinner, refreshment, and conversation.  Then it’s 
back to the cavernous halls of the Washington Convention 
Center to look at a few more cars.  Or maybe relook at one 
or two that struck a resonant chord.   

 
This year’s group of tire kickers included John Buesch-

er, Tom and Mary Burke, Don Clarke, Paul Edelstein, RJ 
Fortwengler, Art Fournier, Roger Haley, Karl Johnson, JP 
Puckett, Matt Schipani, Tim Shalvey, Mark Shlien, Rich 
and Patti Townsend, and Bill Wemhoff. 



CTR Name Badges.  We will place our next order 
for CTR name badges on March 31st.  The badges are 
plastic, about 1 inch by 3.5 inches, and have a pin back.  
They are gold with the CTR logo and your name in 
black.  If you’re interested, the badges are $5.00 each.  
To order, please pay by cash or a check made out to the 
“Capital Triumph Register.”  Contact Art Fournier at 
artfournier@comcast.net or 410-535-0690 to order.  
Specify exactly how you want your name to appear. 

Sales, Service & Restoration 
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Previous  page left top to bottom:  Lionel Mitchell with Mary and Tom 
Burke; dinner at the Old Dominion Brew Pub 

 
Previous page right top to bottom:  John Buescher and RJ Fortweng-
ler; Patti Townsend, RJ, and Rich Townsend; Lionel in his natural 

habitat, a Jaguar F Type 
 

This page top to bottom:  Art Fournier tries on a Jaguar; RJ 
Fortwengler in a MINI roadster; Patti Townsend gets a close up tour 

of the  Shelby Cobra Daytona Coupe from the Someone Museum 



CLASSIFIED 
 

CTR assumes no responsibility for quality or condition of 
merchandise listed herein.  All transactions resulting from listings 
are strictly between buyer and seller. 
 
NOTE: Ads for CTR members shall run on a space available basis 
for 3 issues.   To rerun, please resubmit your ad at end of  period.   
Other ads are space available only. 

The Vintage Triumph Register 
was founded in 1974 and is dedicated to the maintenance, 
preservation and enjoyment of the Triumph marque.  
Membership benefits include a bi-monthly magazine, The 
Vintage Triumph.  To join, send $35 for a one-year US 
membership to: 
 
The Vintage Triumph Register 
PO Box 655 
Howell, MI 48844 
 
Or go to the Vintage Triumph Register 
website, www.vtr.org, for additional information and a 
membership application. 

1979 TR7 for sale.  59,000 miles, 5-speed, factory air 
conditioning, convertible.  Too many parts to list.   Extra 
2.0 litre engine.  New top, battery, tan interior, $4,000.00 
OBO.  David White cell 703-898-7041   
 
1979 TR7 for sale.  It has a good body with minor rust, 
weber carburetors and headers, and 5-speed transmission.  
It needs restoration.  $1,000 or best offer.  Contact Ken at 
304-261-7537. 
 
Triumph Spitfire IV/1500 factory steel hardtop for sale. 
I purchased this hardtop with the intent do restoring it.  
Therefore, I have completely stripped the top and purchased 
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ALL the new parts required to rebuild it.  
Original glass in EXCELLENT condition 
Original headliner bows in EXCELLENT condition 
NEW black headliner 
NEW rubber for rear 
glass 
NEW “furflex” for driver 
and passenger windows 
NEW “furflex” for rear 
quarter windows 
NEW rubber seal at 
windshield 
NEW mounting hardware 
 
I believe the color to be 
original Triumph Signal 
Red.  It needs only slight 
metal work (2 dings) to 
make it perfect.  
 
STORAGE STAND IS NOT INCLUDED... But I can 
provide you fairly detailed instructions on how to build 
your own for under $35.  Contact Patrick at 202-285-
7031  $550.00 



Officers 

President Stephen Oertwig 660-422-2908  oertwig@mac.com 

Vice President John Buescher 703-522-6571 John.Buescher@calibresys.com 
Secretary Patrick Carter 202-285-7031  PCarter.dc@gmail.com 
Treasurer Rich Smalling 703-430-0920 RJSmalling@aol.com 
Events Director (Vacant)   

Club Liaison Bruce Hislop 410-721-9411 BMHislop@hotmail.com 
Membership Mark Shlien 202-415-1599  tr6@comcast.com  

Members-at-Large Lionel Mitchell 
Paul Edelstein 
RJ Fortwengler 
Karl Johnson 
Rich Townsend 
Joe Cannon 
Matt Schipani 

703-754-7362 
703-914-0507 
703-243-6426 
703-978-4968 
540-788-4588 
703-280-4104 
703-464-4840 

haymarket4@verizon.net 
pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com 
rfortwengler@verizon.net 
ktjark@aol.com 
retownsendjr@comcast.net 
jpc8904@yahoo.com 
matt@ashburnsoftware.com 

BOG Coordinators Jeff Knepp 
Tom Burke 

301-765-0727 
703-354-1361 

marcyandjeff@verizon.net 
tburke4@aol.com 

Web Administrator John “JP” Puckett 
(Vacant) 

301-395-6566 tr3aguy@verizon.net 

Newsletter Editor Art Fournier 410-535-0690 artfournier@comcast.net 

Advisors  
- TR2/3/3A/3B Rich Wilkins 

John Puckett 
Joe Cannon 

540-349-4065 
301-395-6566 
703-280-1104 

rawpiano@comcast.net 
tr3aguy@verizon.net 
jpc8904@yahoo.com 

- TR4/TR4A Rich Wilkins 540-349-4065 rawpiano@comcast.net 
- TR250 RJ Fortwengler 

Sandy Thomson 
202-236-7682 
410-253-8519 

rfortwengler@verizon.net 
sthomsontr6@gmail.com 

- TR6 Sandy Thomson 
Joe Cannon 

410-253-8519 
703-280-4104 

sthomsontr6@gmail.com 
jpc8904@yahoo.com 

- TR7 Bruce Hislop 410-721-9411 BMHislop@hotmail.com 
- TR8 Paul Edelstein 703-914-0507 pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com 
- Spitfire Art Fournier 410-535-0690 artfournier@comcast.net 
- GT6 & 2000 Saloon Matt Schipani 703-724-1573 matt@ashburnsoftware.com 
- Herald & Dolomite Bill Goodwin 301-870-8594 redrag@outlook.com 
- Stag Paul Scuderi 240-876-7222 trsix_guy@yahoo.com 
- Autocross Lionel Mitchell 703-754-7362 haymarket4@verizon.net 
- Racing Ira Schoen 703-698-1691 Pterodactyl711@aol.com 

OFFICERS AND ADVISORS THE STANDARD 
Published by the 

Capital Triumph 
Register, Ltd. 

 
Editor,  Art Fournier   
4729 Willows Road, 

Chesapeake Beach, MD 
20732-4221 

Phone:  410-535-0690 
E-mail - 

artfournier@comcast.net 
 

The Standard welcomes any 
submitted material for 
publication; however, neither 
its editor nor the CTR accept 
responsibility for accuracy of 
article content or any damage 
or injury resulting from 
suggested modifications.  
Articles may be submitted in 
writing, by mail, fax, or e-
mail.  Photos are also very 
welcome.  If any mailed 
material must be returned,  
please include a self-
addressed, stamped envelope. 

Deadline 
for the next issue of  

The Standard: 
March 7th! 

Membership Renewal / Application 
For renewals with unchanged status, return your mailing label 

 
Name 
Address 
 
 
Phone 
E-mail 

Newsletter Preference:  Electronic                     Paper  
Gift from 
Triumphs owned 
Annual Dues:  $25.00 or 2 years for $45.00 - Save $5.00 

Checks payable to C.T.R. 
Please complete and return this form to: 

Mark Shlien 
611 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE 

Suite 311 
Washington, DC 20003 

New Address! 
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THE STANDARD 4729 Willows Road
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732-4221

EVENTS 
 
All listings including  “*CTR*” are events for 
which club participation points will be awarded. 
 
Feb 22 - Simeone Museum Best of Britain show, 
Philadelphia, Simeone Newsletter *CTR* 
Mar 11 - CTR Executive Steering Board Meeting 
Mar 15 or 22 - GYHD, Rich the T’s TR6 *CTR* 
Apr 27 - Britain on the Green 2014 *CTR* 
May 16-18 - Carlisle, PA, Import and Kit Show 
May 17 - Webb Motors Open House, Roanoke, VA 
Jun 11-15 - TRA 2014 National Meeting, Deer Creek State 
Park, OH, http://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra2014/
index.html 
Jun 7 - 25th Annual Orphan Car Tour, Parkton, MD.  Jon 
Battle, 540-364-1770 or TourDirector@orphancartour.org  
Jul 24-26 - The Roadster Factory Summer Party, Armagh, 
PA *CTR* 
Sep 9-14 - VTR National Convention, Dobson, NC  
http://www.vtr2014.com/  *CTR* 
Oct 9-12 - 6-Pack Trials , Oxford, MS,  
http://www.2014trials.com/ 
 

*** Much More to Come *** 

TRIUMPH TRIVIA:  You’ve seen Rostyle wheels on 
many British cars, but what is the origin of the name? 

American designed Rostyle wheels 
were produced under license in Great 
Britain by Rubery Owen, hence R.O. 
Style wheels. 

Photo Credits 
 

Pages 1, 5 (upper right), 6, 7, and 9 (center) - 
Art Fournier 

Pages 5 (upper left) and 7 (2nd row, 3rd picture) - 
Stephen Oertwig 

Pages 5 (lower left and right) and 9 (top and bottom) - 
Lionel Mitchell 
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CTR visited the Simeone Foundation Museum in Philadelphia on  February 22nd. 
Left to right:  Lionel Mitchell, JP Puckett, Ho Yong Oertwig, Art Fournier, Dawn Clarke, Bruce Hislop, 

Delaware Valley Triumphs director Bob De Lucia, and Don Clarke.  For more, see page 6. 

2014 is CTR’s 
25th 

Anniversary! 



CTR Happenings 

Spring Events 
  
Moss Motors will hold an open house at their Peters-

burg, VA, location.  There will be a 10% discount on orders 
placed while attending. 

 
There will be a GYHD session on March 22nd in Rich 

Townsend’s garage to reunite a TR6 body and chassis.  De-
tails on page 5. 
 

On April 6th, we will have our traditional George 
Washington Parkway Run.  Information on Page 5. 

 
And, of course, on April 27th, CTR will hold its largest 

annual event, Britain on the Green, at Gunston Hall Planta-
tion.  Please support this event by pre-registering and by 
volunteering a few hours of your time helping out during 
the show.  (The BOG Stuffing Party will be on April 23rd in 
Joe Cannon’s garage.) 

 
In May there are a number of events in the works in-

cluding a GYHD session to help sort out Fred Mittelman’s 
garage and a visit to North Beach, MD, for their Friday 
evening Farmer’s Market and Cruise In. 

 
Details on all these events will be in the newsletter and 

in e-vites.  Remember, if we don’t have your current e-mail 
address, we can’t send you e-vites! 
  
VTR National Convention 

  
If you’re not already a member of the Vintage Triumph 

Register, please join and plan to participate in the 2014 
VTR National Convention in Dobson, North Carolina.  
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March played a 
nasty joke on 
us! 
By Stephen Oertwig 

It arrived with top-down weather, and went to the oppo-
site extreme by throwing ice and snow at us in just a couple 
days. To counter the ice and snow, road crews threw sand 
and salt on the roads. That’s a deadly deterrent to CTR 
members wanting to get their Triumphs on the road. 

 
Winter can’t stay around forever. Rain soon will wash 

the salt away and great days of Triumph motoring will be 
here by the end of the month. 

 
CTR events help us get cars on the road and out driving. 

There is a “Get Your Hands Dirty” session March 22, and a 
spring drive April 6. There is an excellent network of mem-
bers who will motivate you to blow out the cobwebs and 
diagnose those electrical gremlins and misfires that grow 
over winter. Advice is abundant at CTR events. 

 
We always are on the lookout for Triumphs in the area. 

Not all these Triumphs belong to CTR members. Help re-
cruit others to enjoy our company on the road and in the 
garage.  

 
CTR is holding a membership drive in Month. There is a 

special on yearly membership rates, and we build the cama-
raderie enjoyed across Washington, D.C., Maryland and 
Virginia. Read the details on CTR’s webpage. It is not a 
requirement to have a Triumph to join CTR. Recruit those 
who long for the wind in the hair (what we have left) feel-
ing and are looking for a Triumph. 

 
Check http://capitaltriumphregister.com/for information 

on events. Our digital presence has been boosted with the 
help of Christopher Yurasko. Christopher now is the associ-
ate webmaster, helping J.P. Puckett with a very important 
task. The web is critical as we get ready for Britain on the 
Green scheduled April 27 and plan new events to list on the 
web calendar. 

 
Dedicated volunteers are the heart of CTR, and are ap-

preciated greatly. Thank you, Christopher for stepping up to 
help. You join a team that makes CTR the best Triumph 
club in the Vintage Triumph Register. 

We still need help coordinating the many events that are 
mainstays of CTR. These events put smiles on our faces 
and cars on the road. The person who takes this on will be 
a hero. 

 
Triumphs haven’t been made for many years, but still 

are in the mainstream media. CTR members should have 
had the correct question on the March 7 Jeopardy broad-
cast. The answer was “British car named after an airplane.”   

 
Drive on, and drive often. 



CTR’s March 
Membership Drive! 
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As a reminder, the Capital Triumph Register’s March 
Membership Drive will continue through the end of the 
month.   To take advantage of all that CTR offers, please 
join or renew your membership today.  Do it by March 31st 
you’ll get the following: 

  
	 Join for one year at the cost of $25.00 and you will get 

thirteen months of membership for the cost of twelve.   
 Join for two years at the cost of $45.00 and you will 

received 26 months of membership for the price of 24 
months.   

  
Need a new CTR windshield sticker?  Just let us know 

when you mail your check and it will be included at no 
cost.  Join or renew your membership with Capital Tri-
umph Register and continue to enjoy the activities we of-
fer. 

  
Please send checks to: 
Mark Shlien 
611 Pennsylvania Avenue, S.E. 
Suite 311 
Washington, D.C. 20003 

  
Questions?  Concerns??  Please call Mark Shlien at 

202-415-1599. 

Registrations are open at http://www.vtr2014.com/  and 
we’re told that rooms at the closest hotels are rapidly filling 
up, so don’t miss out 
 
 For the Newsletter 

  
Do you have photos in your album that show you and 

your  LBC when you both were younger?  Please share 
them with the newsletter.  Electronic copies are preferred, 
but paper copies will be scanned and returned. 

 
Do you know a road in the greater National Capital re-

gion that’s a favorite when you exercise your LBC?  Send 
the location to share in the newsletter. 

 
And as a reminder, we are always looking for articles, 

tech tips, and items of interest to include in the newsletter 
and to share with the other members of CTR.  Keep those 
contributions coming! 

Personal Triumphs: 
Al AmesÊ 

Custom Spitfire Speedster 

Al Ames’ Spitfire-based speedster (Speedfire?  Spitster?)  
is now drivable.  Look for more progress reports 

on Al’s handiwork. 



 Triumph and 
Social Media 

Stephen Oertwig 
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Social media has expanded resources available to find 
Triumph technical information and historical archives, and 
connect with Triumph lovers worldwide. 

 
For many years the source for getting daily – if not 

more often – updates on what was going across the Tri-
umph globe was the Triumphs mailing list 
(triumphs@autox.team.net).  

 
This list server digest is text only, but packed with in-

formation and resources and countless opinions from Tri-
umph fanatics. It is the granddaddy of information. 

 
Facebook recently celebrated its 10th anniversary, and is 

the standard by which social media interaction is measured. 
Triumph owners worldwide have adopted Facebook as the 
instant, on-the-road, share-it-with-the-world way to social-
ize digitally. There are millions of pages on Facebook.  

 
Capital Triumph Register (search Capital Triumph Reg-

ister) has its own Facebook Page that is closed to members. 
One must request access. CTR also has a Britain on the 
Green Facebook page open to all.  Search Britain on the 
Green for the page. This is a great place to see the latest on 
CTR’s premier event. 

 
There are many Triumph-related Facebook pages. Key-

word searches are: 
 
 The Vintage Triumph Register. The official page 

for VTR.  
 Triumph cars. This has information on all Triumph 

cars. 
 Triumph TR Fans. Appears to be an England-based 

page, but with lots of great information and photos. 
 Triumph Motorcar historical archive. This page is 

the leader for old advertisements about Triumphs.  
 
There are Facebook pages for specific Triumph models.  

They include: 
 
 Triumph Herald Database 
 Triumph Herald International 

 Triumph 2000 2500 & 2.5 PI Fan Group 
 Triumph TR6 
 Triumph GT6 
 Spitfire Triumph 
 Triumph Stag 
 
There also are many pages for local Triumph clubs. 
 
Facebook may not be for everyone. Details about pub-

lic life are exposed, so it is a personal decision to join Fa-
cebook. Facebook is another source for information for 
those wanting to spend hours in front of a computer screen. 
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GYHD:  TR6 Body 
and Frame Reunion 

March 22nd 

Rich “the T” Townsend won the March CTR “Get 
Your Hands Dirty” lottery.  He just completed the trans-
mission rebuild for his ‘76 TR6 project car and plans to 
install the engine and gearbox on the chassis before the 
GYHD.  At the GYHD, he would like help in lowering the 
body from where it hangs from the ceiling down to the 
chassis.  From there, he would like to mount the body to 
the chassis, and then hang the doors, quarters, fenders, 
bonnet, and boot.  This is all a dry run leading up to body-
work, so it will all come apart again.  It doesn't matter 
what gets accomplished, or not.  We’ll just see where we 
get to. 

 
The date has been set for March 22nd.  The location is 

in CTR West territory:  8036 Springhope Drive, Catlett, 
VA  20119.  retownsendjr@comcast.net;  571-217-1915.  
Look for an evite soon. 

 
Hours are flexible.  If desired, we can start as early as 

9:30 or 10:00 AM, and plan on hanging out into the after-
noon.  Pastries and coffee early, then lunch and beverages 
will be supplied.   

 
One more thing:  a new brewery has opened in the 

Vint Hill Farms Station development, about five miles 
from Rich the T’s.  It is Old Bust Head Brewing Company, 
which has tastings on Friday, Saturday, and Sundays in the 
afternoon (close at 5:00 PM).  Per Rich the T, it’s really 
cool, and they charge $5 per pint (four or five flavors).  If 
there is interest, we could adjourn to Old Bust Head to 
wrap the afternoon.  According to CTR West reviews, the 
suds are great! 

A spy photo shows a suspected CTR member doing reconnais-
sance work at the Old Bust Head Brewing Company. 

The George Washington Parkway Run returns on Sun-
day, April 6th.  The GW Parkway is definitely one of the 
more scenic roads to be encountered inside the Washington 
Beltway.  

  
We will meet at 9:45 AM for coffee and doughnuts in 

the “C-1” parking lot at the Turkey Point Recreation Area at 
the northern end of the Parkway not far from the American 
Legion Bridge.  We will head south on the Parkway, cross 
the Potomac for a brief jog through the District to view the 
monuments (and show off our cars, of course).  Time per-
mitting we may make a short pit stop in East Potomac Park.  
We’ll then cross back into Virginia, rejoin the Parkway and 
head south through Alexandria to Mount Vernon and then 
back to a restaurant in the Alexandria area for lunch for 
those so inclined. 

  
April 6th is during Washington’s Cherry Blossom Festi-

val, so traffic and crowds in the area should be heavy, 
which may affect our plans for the side trip into the District.  
Hopefully, spring weather will have finally taken hold!  
Look for an e-vite with more information as the event draws 
nearer. 

GW Parkway Run 
April 6th 



Simeone 
Museum 

February 22nd 
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Weekends this winter have tended to be very nice 
breaks in very bad weather.  Fortunately, February 22nd was 
one of those nice days.  Sunny and a bit cool, but with a lot 
of melting snow and, worse yet, lots and lots of salt residue 
on the roads.  Bottom line:  no one from CTR drove a Tri-
umph on the club’s now annual trip to Philadelphia to visit 
the Simeone Foundation Automotive Museum for their 
Best of Britain show.  As in past years, we were joined by 
several members of our sister club, Delaware Valley Tri-
umphs. 

 
The Best of Britain show paired examples of British 

sports cars with saloons (sedans) with which they share a 
common heritage.  For example, a Triumph Spitfire was 
paired with a Herald, a GT6 with a Vitesse, TR8 and Rover 
3500, TR3A and Renown, etc.  In addition to the Triumphs, 
other pairings included numerous MGs, Jaguars, Daimlers, 
and Lotuses.  February 22nd was to have been a “demo day” 
in which cars from the collection are taken outside and 
driven.  What – drive a museum caliber car?  You bet.  But 
unfortunately, the melting ice and snow behind the museum 
precluded the driving demonstration planned for that day.  
That was unfortunate since the cars to be demoed included 
an Auburn, a Bugatti Type 57, a Cord, a Shelby Daytona 
coupe, and an Austin Healey 100-4, all record setters in 
their own eras.  We did get to hear Dr. Fred Simeone dis-
cuss each of these cars and listen to the Shelby Daytona 
which was started inside the museum.  That was a special 
treat for some of us who saw that same 1964 Shelby Cobra 
Daytona couple at the Washington Auto Show in January. 

 
After the museum visit, we went to lunch with the 

group from Delaware Valley Triumphs.  We wound up at 
the nearby Philly Diner where several of us had (what else) 
Philly cheesesteak sandwiches – good food and great com-
pany! 

 
CTR members making the trip 

were:  Don and Dawn Clarke, Art 
Fournier, Bruce Hislop and son Da-
vid, Lionel Mitchell, Steve and Ho 
Yong Oertwig, and JP Puckett and 
daughter Emma. 
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Previous  page from the top:  Lionel Mitchell with Bob De Lucia and 
Harry  Stridick of DVT; David and Bruce Hislop with JP and Emma 

Puckett; Dr. Fred Simeone (right with microphone) describes  
the Shelby Cobra 

This  page clockwise from the top:  a group shot of the CTR and DVT 
gang; Art Fournier, Stephen and Ho Yong Oertwig, Lionel Mitchell , 
and JP Puckett; Dr. Fred Simeone describing an Auburn Speedster; 

lunch at the Philly Diner; Don and Dawn Clarke admiring a TR8 
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Winter Lunch 
February 8th 

CTR’s February social event is usually a Winter Din-
ner, but this year it turned into a Winter Lunch instead.  
Due to mixed signals, reservations were made for the lunch 
hour rather than for the evening; however, it worked out 
well with all those attended enjoying themselves.  Our lo-
cation was a restaurant we’ve returned to several times over 
the years:  Clyde’s at the Mark Center in Alexandria where 
once again we were treated to a nearly private dining room 
with great ambience and an excellent menu.  Those attend-
ing were Tom Burke, Don and Dawn Clark, Art Fournier, 
Bob Fox, Bill and Carol Goodwin, Bruce Hislop and son 
David, Todd McCormick, Lionel and Nancy Mitchell, Ste-
phen and Ho Yong Oertwig, and Ira and Mary Schoen. 

Scenes from CTR’s Winter Lunch at Clyde’s at the Mark Center 
in Alexandria 

VTR Update 
Stephen Oertwig 

Issue No. 143 of The Vintage               
Triumph, the magazine of the Vintage Tri-
umph Register, has been published.  VTR 
members should get their copies in the mail 
soon.  

 
Highlights include an introduction by 

Jack McGahey, VTR's new president; VTR 2014 convention in-
formation; report on the 2013 American-British Reliability Run; 
and Kastner Cup 2014 details. 



CTR Name Badges.  We will place our next order 
for CTR name badges on March 31st.  The badges are 
plastic, about 1 inch by 3.5 inches, and have a pin back.  
They are gold with the CTR logo and your name in 
black.  If you’re interested, the badges are $5.00 each.  
To order, please pay by cash or a check made out to the 
“Capital Triumph Register.”  Contact Art Fournier at 
artfournier@comcast.net or 410-535-0690 to order.  
Specify exactly how you want your name to appear. 

Sales, Service & Restoration 

Smartphone Voting 
Comes to BOG 

Tom Burke 
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Smartphone voting is to be introduced at the 2014 
Britain on the Green. 

 
Every year, CTR’s hard-working 

BOGstaff strives to make the Britain on 
the Green British Car Show better and 
more enjoyable for everyone, especially 
for the entrants who have worked hard 
to preserve their cars and who have brought their cars, 
sometimes from great distances, to make this show the 
beautiful event that it is. But, for many years, one particu-
lar part of the show has been troublesome and frustrating 
for our entrants and for our staff. Despite hard work and 
multiple computers, the tabulation of the votes for each 
class of car has often been slow and difficult. This results 
in frustration for the entrants, who have to wait (and wait 
and wait…etc.) for the results. Often, they have to leave, 
not knowing the results, only to find out weeks later that 
they won and they have to wait (and wait and…etc.) for 
that “major award” to arrive in the mail. Also, the time it 
takes to tabulate the results means that the BOGstaff has to 
close the voting early in the day, which means entrants 
have to rush around the field to get their “civic duty” done. 
For everyone, it was a very difficult part of what ought to 
be an easy, fun day on the Green. 

 
So, for 2014, our BOG judges are introducing a voting 

system that allows the entrants to vote using either a tradi-
tional paper ballot, or they can vote electronically on their 
own smartphone. The process is simple and accurate, and 
secure.  Easy-to-follow instructions will be provided in the 
Registration Packet given to each entrant when they arrive 
at the show.  

 
Registrants simply enter their votes on a website creat-

ed for the purpose (the website address will be provided on 
the day of the event). When their ballot is complete, they 
submit their vote and the website confirms that they voted 
successfully. The votes are instantly tabulated and the re-
sults are compiled for each class. For the entrant who feels 
that their phone (or perhaps the entrant) is not able to han-
dle the task of voting, that entrant can simply fill out their 
paper ballot (provided with their Registration Packet) and 
turn it in to our centrally located Voting Kiosk where it 

will be entered into the system for them by our staff. We 
think that this new system will provide a better, smoother 
show experience and a more enjoyable 
day for the entrants. We hope that they will give it a try at 
the 2014 Britain on the Green. We look forward to seeing 
you there! 



CLASSIFIED 
 

CTR assumes no responsibility for quality or condition of 
merchandise listed herein.  All transactions resulting from listings 
are strictly between buyer and seller. 
 
NOTE: Ads for CTR members shall run on a space available basis 
for 3 issues.   To rerun, please resubmit your ad at end of  period.   
Other ads are space available only. 

The Vintage Triumph Register 
was founded in 1974 and is dedicated to the maintenance, 
preservation and enjoyment of the Triumph marque.  
Membership benefits include a bi-monthly magazine, The 
Vintage Triumph.  To join, send $35 for a one-year US 
membership to: 
 
The Vintage Triumph Register 
PO Box 655 
Howell, MI 48844 
 
Or go to the Vintage Triumph Register 
website, www.vtr.org, for additional information and a 
membership application. 

1979 TR7 for sale.  59,000 miles, 5-speed, factory air 
conditioning, convertible.  Too many parts to list.   Extra 
2.0 litre engine.  New top, battery, tan interior, $4,000.00 
OBO.  David White cell 703-898-7041   
 
1979 TR7 for sale.  It has a good body with minor rust, 
weber carburetors and headers, and 5-speed transmission.  
It needs restoration.  $1,000 or best offer.  Contact Ken at 
304-261-7537. 
 
Triumph Spitfire IV/1500 factory steel hardtop for sale. 
I purchased this hardtop with the intent do restoring it.  
Therefore, I have completely stripped the top and purchased 
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ALL the new parts required to rebuild it.  
Original glass in EXCELLENT condition 
Original headliner bows in EXCELLENT condition 
NEW black headliner 
NEW rubber for rear 
glass 
NEW “furflex” for driver 
and passenger windows 
NEW “furflex” for rear 
quarter windows 
NEW rubber seal at 
windshield 
NEW mounting hardware 
 
I believe the color to be 
original Triumph Signal 
Red.  It needs only slight 
metal work (2 dings) to 
make it perfect.  
 
STORAGE STAND IS NOT INCLUDED... But I can 
provide you fairly detailed instructions on how to build 
your own for under $35.  Contact Patrick at 202-285-
7031  $550.00 



Officers 

President Stephen Oertwig 660-422-2908  oertwig@mac.com 

Vice President John Buescher 703-522-6571 John.Buescher@calibresys.com 
Secretary Patrick Carter 202-285-7031  PCarter.dc@gmail.com 
Treasurer Rich Smalling 703-430-0920 RJSmalling@aol.com 
Events Director (Vacant)   

Club Liaison Bruce Hislop 410-721-9411 BMHislop@hotmail.com 
Membership Mark Shlien 202-415-1599  tr6@comcast.com  

Members-at-Large Lionel Mitchell 
Paul Edelstein 
RJ Fortwengler 
Karl Johnson 
Rich Townsend 
Joe Cannon 
Matt Schipani 

703-754-7362 
703-914-0507 
703-243-6426 
703-978-4968 
540-788-4588 
703-280-4104 
703-464-4840 

haymarket4@verizon.net 
pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com 
rfortwengler@verizon.net 
ktjark@aol.com 
retownsendjr@comcast.net 
jpc8904@yahoo.com 
matt@ashburnsoftware.com 

BOG Coordinators Jeff Knepp 
Tom Burke 

301-765-0727 
703-354-1361 

marcyandjeff@verizon.net 
tburke4@aol.com 

Web Administrator John “JP” Puckett 
Christopher Yurasko 

301-395-6566 
703-543-8395 

tr3aguy@verizon.net 
cyurasko@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor Art Fournier 410-535-0690 artfournier@comcast.net 

Advisors  
- TR2/3/3A/3B Rich Wilkins 

John Puckett 
Joe Cannon 

540-349-4065 
301-395-6566 
703-280-1104 

rawpiano@comcast.net 
tr3aguy@verizon.net 
jpc8904@yahoo.com 

- TR4/TR4A Rich Wilkins 540-349-4065 rawpiano@comcast.net 
- TR250 RJ Fortwengler 

Sandy Thomson 
202-236-7682 
410-253-8519 

rfortwengler@verizon.net 
sthomsontr6@gmail.com 

- TR6 Sandy Thomson 
Joe Cannon 

410-253-8519 
703-280-4104 

sthomsontr6@gmail.com 
jpc8904@yahoo.com 

- TR7 Bruce Hislop 410-721-9411 BMHislop@hotmail.com 
- TR8 Paul Edelstein 703-914-0507 pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com 
- Spitfire Art Fournier 410-535-0690 artfournier@comcast.net 
- GT6 & 2000 Saloon Matt Schipani 703-724-1573 matt@ashburnsoftware.com 
- Herald & Dolomite Bill Goodwin 301-870-8594 redrag@outlook.com 
- Stag Paul Scuderi 240-876-7222 trsix_guy@yahoo.com 
- Autocross Lionel Mitchell 703-754-7362 haymarket4@verizon.net 
- Racing Ira Schoen 703-698-1691 Pterodactyl711@aol.com 

OFFICERS AND ADVISORS THE STANDARD 
Published by the 

Capital Triumph 
Register, Ltd. 

 
Editor,  Art Fournier   
4729 Willows Road, 

Chesapeake Beach, MD 
20732-4221 

Phone:  410-535-0690 
E-mail - 

artfournier@comcast.net 
 

The Standard welcomes any 
submitted material for 
publication; however, neither 
its editor nor the CTR accept 
responsibility for accuracy of 
article content or any damage 
or injury resulting from 
suggested modifications.  
Articles may be submitted in 
writing, by mail, fax, or e-
mail.  Photos are also very 
welcome.  If any mailed 
material must be returned,  
please include a self-
addressed, stamped envelope. 

Deadline 
for the next issue of  

The Standard: 
April 11th! 

Membership Renewal / Application 
For renewals with unchanged status, return your mailing label 

 
Name 
Address 
 
 
Phone 
E-mail 

Newsletter Preference:  Electronic                     Paper  
Gift from 
Triumphs owned 
Annual Dues:  $25.00 or 2 years for $45.00 - Save $5.00 

Checks payable to C.T.R. 
Please complete and return this form to: 

Mark Shlien 
611 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE 

Suite 311 
Washington, DC 20003 

New Address! 
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EVENTS 
 
All listings including  “*CTR*” are events for 
which club participation points will be awarded. 
 
Mar 11 - CTR Executive Steering Board Meeting 
Mar 15 - Moss Motors Open House, Petersburg, VA 
Mar 22 - GYHD, Rich the T’s TR6 *CTR* 
Apr 6 - GW Parkway Run *CTR* 
Apr 27 - Britain on the Green 2014 *CTR* 
May TBD - GYHD, Fred’s Garage *CTR* 
May 16-18 - Carlisle, PA, Import and Kit Show 
May 17 - Webb Motors Open House, Roanoke, VA 
May 23 - North Beach, MD, Farmer;s Market and Cruise 
In *CTR* 
Jun 7 - 25th Annual Orphan Car Tour, Parkton, MD.  Jon 
Battle, 540-364-1770 or TourDirector@orphancartour.org  
Jun 11-15 - TRA 2014 National Meeting, Deer Creek State 
Park, OH, http://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra2014/
index.html 
Jul 24-26 - The Roadster Factory Summer Party, Armagh, 
PA *CTR* 
Sep 9-14 - VTR National Convention, Dobson, NC  
http://www.vtr2014.com/  *CTR* 
Oct 9-12 - 6-Pack Trials , Oxford, MS,  
http://www.2014trials.com/ 

*** Much More to Come *** 

TRIUMPH TRIVIA:  What was the final production 
automobile to feature a rumble seat? 

The Triumph 1800 and 2000 Roadsters, produced be-
tween 1946 and 1949, were the last production automo-
biles to feature rumble seats (or dickey seats  as they 
were called in Great Britain). 

Photo Credits 
 

Pages 1  and 7 (center and bottom left) - Stephen Oertwig 
Page 3 - Patrick Carter 

Page 5 - Rich Townsend 
Pages 6, 7 (center and bottom right), and 8 - Art Fournier 

Page 7 (top) - David Hislop 
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Three Triumphs — Roger Haley’s TR3B, Paul Edelstein’s TR8, and Jay Christopher’s GT6 — at a rest stop on 
CTR’s annual George Washington Parkway Run.  That’s the Pentagon in the background.   

 
For more on the GW Parkway Run see page 10. 

2014 is CTR’s 
25th 

Anniversary! 



CTR Happenings 

Britain on the Green 
 

 On April 27th, CTR will hold its largest annual event, Brit-
ain on the Green, at Gunston Hall Plantation.  Please support 
this event by pre-registering and by volunteering a few hours of 
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Members Keep 
CTR Marching 
Ahead 
By Stephen Oertwig 

your time helping out during the show.   To volunteer, 
contact Dennis Eckhout at dreckhout@yahoo.com 

 
Information on the April 23rd BOG Stuffing Party 

may be found on page 3. 
 
On the day of the show, please take a minute to sign 

in on participant and volunteer lists as appropriate.  The 
sign in sheets will be located in the BOG operations area. 

 
May Events 

 
In May there are a number of events in the works in-

cluding a GYHD session to help sort out Fred Mit-
telman’s garage and a visit to North Beach, MD, for their 
Friday evening Farmer’s Market and Cruise In. 

 
Details on all these events will be in the newsletter 

and in e-vites.  Remember, if we don’t have your current 
e-mail address, we can’t send you e-vites! 

 
Younger Generation Involvement 

  
We’re very pleased to have an article and photos by 

Emma Puckett in this issue — hopefully the first of many!  
And we were very happy to have Rob and Jonathan 
Thomson attend the March GYHD session.  Rob was 
there with the TR6 he restored and which includes several 
upgrades by Richard Good.  And last month we had sev-
eral photos in the newsletter taken by David Hislop.  
Keep it up! 
  
VTR National Convention 

  
If you’re not already a member of the Vintage Tri-

umph Register, please join and plan to participate in the 
2014 VTR National Convention in Dobson, North Caroli-
na.  Registrations are open at http://www.vtr2014.com/  
and we’re told that rooms at the closest hotels are rapidly 
filling up, so don’t miss out 
 
 For the Newsletter 

  
Do you have photos in your album that show you and 

your  LBC when you both were younger?  Please share 
them with the newsletter.  Electronic copies are preferred, 
but paper copies will be scanned and returned.  Do you 
know a road in the greater National Capital region that’s a 
favorite when you exercise your LBC?  Send the location 
to share in the newsletter.  And we are always looking for 
articles, tech tips, and items of interest to include in the 
newsletter and to share with the other members of CTR.  
Keep those contributions coming! 

Volunteers are the heart of the Capital Triumph Register. It 
is amazing how members of CTR raised their hands to help 
with Britain on the Green when the call went out. 

 
Jeffrey Knepp and Tom Burke have been leading the bri-

gade of BOG members. They have been organizing the myriad 
of details that go into making BOG successful. There are many 
other members helping checking off the task list. 

 
Thank you to all who are making this a great show. Refine-

ments in show production for this second year at Gunston Hall 
is will make this an incredible day.  No rain dances, please.  
Bring on the sunshine. 

 
BOG is a great start to the 2014 British car show circuit. 

Once you have your car perfect for BOG, get on the road and 
show the CTR flag at the many shows in the area.  

 
We are fortunate to be in an area that has many British 

cars. There also Triumph specific events such as the Roadster 
Factory Summer Party and the Vintage Triumph Register na-
tional convention in Dobson, N.C. 

 
CTR needs volunteers to set up events for members. 

Drives, tech sessions and calls for assistance start with ideas 
from membership. We still are looking for an events chairman 
to help organize events. 

 
Triumphs listed on online auction websites increasing as 

the temperatures go up. Prices also are going up as it gets hot-
ter. A recent check of listing shows shocking prices for our 
cars. This is good news that enhances the prestige of Triumphs. 

 
Drive on, drive often. 
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BOG Stuffing Party 
April 23nd 

 Let’s Do the 
Time-Warp Again 

Lionel Mitchell 

Precious few of you have made the pilgrimage to Webb 
Motors in Roanoke, Virginia in the past trips.  You don’t 
know what you’re missing.  Fame has spread far and wide 
of this gem of British car history.   You might have seen the 
photo in Hemmings Sports and Exotics magazine last year 
or in the VTR magazine a couple of years ago or read my 
articles in this very epistle on Webb Motors. 

 
If you truly don’t know what Webb Motors is about, 

here is the scoop.  Byron Webb and his brother worked 
with their father starting in 1946 selling British engines and 
motorcycles at first.  By the 1950s, they were selling the 
newly imported LBCs that we know and love.  They moved 
to the present location in 1955 and continued to sell new 
and used British cars through the era of the TR7 and TR8 
cars.  The building is tiny by modern standards.  Heck, they 
don’t even have a lift in their service department.  But this 
place exudes charm. 

 
On Saturday, May 17, we will once again assemble a 

caravan and make the journey to Roanoke to visit with oc-
togenarian Byron Webb and the good British car folks from 
the Roanoke area for the afternoon.  What you’ll see at 
Webb Motors is a mini British car show – the front of the 
dealership will be an impressive array of British cars in-
cluding our own.  But IMO, the real experience is the cozy 
show room with restored LBCs for sale, just as they would 
have been in the 1950-80 timeframe when this was an ac-
tive new car dealership.  The real experience is to talk with 
Byron and his mechanics (yep, same ones who’ve been 
there for decades) about their years there.  They’ve even 
restored some of the same cars that they sold as new cars. 

 
This place is truly a time capsule and well worth the 3 

hour drive to experience.  So, let’s do the time warp again!  
And for those of you considering going to the VTR conven-
tion in September, this will be a good practice run and test 
of your Triumph.  Dobson, North Carolina, site of the VTR 
convention, is only about another hour or so from Roanoke 
area. 

 
Look for an evite, but here are the basic details: meet at 

the Haymarket Walmat parking lot at 8:00 AM on Satur-
day, May 17.  This trip can be done in a single day or you 
can spend the night in Roanoke or near-by if you choose.  
Room reservations are on your own. 

One of the final steps in getting ready for Britain on the 
Green is our annual Stuffing Party to be held this year on 
Wednesday, April 23rd, at Joe and Rita Cannon’s home in 
Fairfax, VA.  The stuffing Party is where all the partici-
pants’ packets are assembled, awards organized, and last 
minute details hashed out. 

 
Plan on getting started around 6:00 PM; however, Joe 

says you’re welcome to come by any time after 4:00 PM to 
engage in a little “BS session.”  Joe is also willing to cali-
brate your torque wrenches if you’d like to bring them 
along.  Rita always prepares a great meal for the crowd and 
reminds everyone that spouses and significant others are 
very welcome – she always enjoys having the ladies join 
in.  Joe and Rita live at 8904 Mears Street, Fairfax, VA 
22031.  RSVP to Joe at jpc8904@yahoo.com or 703-280-
4104. 



 Katie’s Cars 
& Coffee 

Emma Puckett 
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It was a cold morning on March 8th, but we braved the 
cold to go to a fantastic car show at Katie’s Cars & Coffee.  
It was amazing how many cool cars showed up.  From Ger-
man engineering to Rat Rods, Italian passion, Japanese pre-
cision, American muscle, classics, exotics, hot-rods, motor-
cycles, you name it.  They were there.  I would say this was 
one of the best car shows I have been to, but I think my dad 
and my brother enjoyed it more than me.  They went 
around the lot looking at cars like kids in a candy store.  
My dad talked to the owners of the cars as my brother 
checked out all of the clean and not so clean bodies of the 
cars and engines.  We picked out the ones my mom would 
like and as my dad and brother went car hopping, I stuck 
around and took video and pictures of the cars coming and 
going.  

 
They had many unique sounds and smells.  We found a 

nice truck with a horn that went ARROOOGUH.  It made 
almost everyone stop and stare.  I’m pretty sure the people 
in the coffee house heard it as well.  After a while we went 
into the coffee house because we needed something to 
warm us up.  The coffee was good and reasonably priced, 
but the best thing there was the food.  It feels good to have 
a nice meal after walking around and meeting new people 
and cars.  We came back out and looked at the cool cars 
some more, but then it was time to leave.  We said our 
goodbyes and left.  Once or twice a year, we come to 
Katie’s Cars & Coffee, but this show happens every Satur-
day 7am to 9am.  I think it’s worth it to get out of bed in 
the early morning to see this show because it is fantastic. 

Above:  Two shots of a work in progress. 
Not all cars that participate are show ready 

Below:  Morgan 
Below left:  Lotus 



CTR Name Badges.  We will place our next order 
for CTR name badges on May 31st.  The badges are plas-
tic, about 1 inch by 3.5 inches, and have a pin back.  
They are gold with the CTR logo and your name in 
black.  If you’re interested, the badges are $5.00 each.  
To order, please pay by cash or a check made out to the 
“Capital Triumph Register.”  Contact Art Fournier at 
artfournier@comcast.net or 410-535-0690 to order.  
Specify exactly how you want your name to appear. 
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 Cars and Motorcycles 
of England 

May 31st 

Our friends in Delaware Valley Triumphs are co-
hosting the Cars and Motorcycles of England show at the 
Oakbourne Mansion in Westtown, PA, on Saturday, May 
31.The show is an all-British marque judged motorcar and 
motorcycle concours and a nationally sanctioned Jaguar 
Concours d’Elégance.   

 
Motorcycle judging is by people’s choice.  In addition 

to the Jaguar Concours d'Elegance, British automobiles 
must be at least 15 years old and will be judged on  a 100 
point scale for authenticity and period correctness. 

 
For additional information, visit DVT’s website:  

http://www.dvtr.org/ or call 609-760-8198. 

 25th Orphan Car Tour 
June 7th 

The 25th Orphan Car Tour will be held on Saturday, 
June 7.  It will begin in Maryland Line, Maryland, proceed 
southeast to the Have de Grace area over scenic back 
roads, and will include stops at several places of interest 
along the way.  The afternoon will end with an outdoor 
barbecue near the Havre de Grace waterfront.  The Tour is 
held yearly in the interest of promoting driving enjoyment 
of “orphan” (discontinued-make) vehicles.  Turnout has 
topped sixty vehicles in recent years.  Complete infor-
mation is posted at the Tour's web page, 
www.orphancartour.org .  For further information contact 
Jon Battle, 540-364-1770 or e-mail TourDirec-
tor@orphancartour.org . 



GYHD:  TR6 Body 
and Frame 
Reunion 

March 22nd 
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The call went out from Rich Townsend for help in reu-
niting the body and frame of a project TR6 he had ac-
quired.  The frame had been cleaned up, but was separated 
from the body when Rich the T bought the car.  The body 
was hanging from the rafters of Rich’s garage, which is 
currently home to three project cars:  his Cobra replica, a 
MGB, and this TR6.  Always ready to help, anxious to 
learn, and never willing to refuse a doughnut on a Saturday 
morning, a contingent of CTR members showed up to lend 
a hand, kibitz, and offer opinions. 

 
When the body was lifted down from the rafters, it was 

discovered to have had some sheet metal repairs between 
an inner fender and the firewall that didn’t seem to line up 
properly.  Likewise, the frame did not appear straight.  All 
possibly the result of collision damage?  However, Rich 
really just wanted a test fit before turning the car over to a 
friend for body work, so all-in-all a successful GYHD pro-
ject. 

 
Patti Townsend treated us exceptionally well with a 

lunch of barbequed pork and beef – thank you very much!   
 
On hand were Carl Aslaksen, Doug Dalhoff, Pete Far-

rell, RJ Fortwengler, Art Fournier, Bill Goodwin, Jeremy 
Kinney, Lionel Mitchell, Stephen and Ho Yong Oertwig, 
Mark Shlien, Scott Smith, Alan Stiley, Sandy, Rob and 
Jonathan Thomson, and, of course, and Rich and Patti 
Townsend.  All in all, a great way to spend a spring Satur-
day morning! 
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Lots of head scratching and sage advice during  
the March 22nd GYHD session in Rich the T Townsend’s 

garage in Catlett, VA. 
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Moss Motors 
Open House 

March 15th 

Stephen Oertwig 

Moss Motors in Petersburg, Va., opened the doors to 
its massive distribution center to British car clubs March 
15.  CTR members Lionel Mitchell, Sherman and Camellia 
Blackwell Taffel, and Stephen and Ho Yong Oertwig met 
Richmond Triumph Register and other British car clubs at 
Moss’s facilities. About 45 people attended the open house. 

 
Moss demonstrated its automated seat and interior ma-

terial cutting machine and led a tour through the 75,000-
square-foot warehouse.  Moss carries and stocks enough 
parts to build a new MGB, which Moss estimates would 
cost $30,000. About 40 percent of its business is from 
MGB owners. 

 
Federal guidelines changed how Moss labeled some 

items that Moss stocks. Moss had to change the name of 
Connolly Hide Food because the Food and Drug Admin-
istration said it was not a “food” item. The name was 
changed to Connolly Hide Care. 

 
The shipping department was in operation on the Satur-

day of the tour. Moss ships worldwide daily.  
 
Moss is interested in feedback parts so it can maintain 

quality.  Parts are manufactured in many countries, and 
Moss strives to deliver customer satisfaction.  Moss Motors 
in Petersburg is planning an open house and show June 6, 
2015. 



Sales, Service & Restoration 
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Previous page lower left:  Camellia Blackwell (center) and Ho Yong 
Oertwig talk with a Jaguar club member.  Lionel Mitchell and Sher-

man Taffel (right) in Moss' shipping department. 
Previous page top right:  Lionel Mitchell, Stephen Oertwig, a Jaguar 

club member, Camellia Blackwell, and RTR’s Glenn Larson 
Center:  RTR’s Harlan Schufeldt whose Triumph Italia was on display 

Bottom:  Camellia Blackwell and Sherman Taffel 
This page top:  Sherman Taffel, Lionel Mitchell, Stephen Oertwig, and 

Harlan Schufeldt 
Bottom:  Lionel Mitchell checks out the Dové GTR4 on display 



GW Parkway Run 
April 6th 

Art Fournier 
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CTR’s annual George Washington Parkway Run is re-
ally more of a social, than a true driving, event.  We meet at 
Turkey Run Park, have coffee and doughnuts, and chat 
about cars and get caught up before setting off down the 
Parkway at the legally-enforced leisurely pace.  We usually 
take a side trip around the Tidal Basin, but this year there 
was a 10-mile race in progress – something to do with a 
Cherry Blossom Festival – so we blew off the trip into DC 
and stopped at the Columbia Island Marina instead.  Indoor 
facilities and a chance for more socializing.  Then it’s back 
in the cars and through all the lights In Old Town Alexan-
dria – why would someone put a city smack dab in the mid-
dle of a Parkway?  Then it’s on down to Mount Vernon 
before heading back to Alexandria for lunch and, you 
guessed it, more socializing.  Things fell apart a bit at 
Mount Vernon.  The two MGs in the group pulled into the 
parking lot and most of the convoy followed them.  The 
lead car and a couple others found a pull off in which to 
wait, but most of the other cars went their own way.  If any 
of you missed lunch, all I can do is apologize and promise 
to do better next time! 

 
We had a great turnout.  By my count there were 19 

cars: a TR3A, a TR3B, 3 TR4s, a TR250, 4 TR6s, a TR7, a 
TR8, a Herald, a Spitfire, a GT6, 2 MGBs, a “Cobra,” and a 
modern Morgan 3-wheeler.   In fact, it wasn’t until the sev-
enth car showed up at Turkey Run that we had more than 
one of any model.  Taking part were CTR members Joe 
Barta, Heath Bjordahl, Patrick Carter, Jay Christopher, 
Dennis Eckhout, Paul and Sharon Edelstein, Art Fournier, 
Bill and Carol Goodwin, Roger Haley, Hal Hardaway, Har-

vey Lee, Diane Page, Scott Smith, Jaime Steve, and Chris-
topher Yurasko along with guests Mark Lichak, Andrew 
Scott, and Stephen Spencer. 

 
Unfortunately, there were no cherry blossoms for either 

our Parkway Run for that weekend’s Cherry Blossom Festi-
val activities.  But it was sunny and fairly warm and the 
GW Parkway really is a beautiful stretch of road.  Not a bad 
way to kick off the driving season and get our cars ready 
for Britain on the Green! 
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Most of the photos need no explanation; however, the two above 
deserve comment.  In the top photo, the sign says “Front End 

Parking Only” and in the photo immediately above, we’re 
parked next to a no parking sign.  Little British cars  

don’t always play by the rules! 
 

Below:  19 LBCs make an impressive display! 
 

Below left:  the traffic circle at Mount Vernon 
where it all came apart 



CTR and BOG 
Regalia 

Lionel Mitchell 

    The Standard Page 12 April 2014 

CTR and BOG Regalia is now available through Fourth 
Gear LTD on-line!  No more waiting to find out if the club 
has a shirt or cap in stock and more importantly, in your 
size.  Just go to the Fourth Gear web site (http://www.fourth
-gear-ltd.com/) and order what you want.  Merchandise cost 
and shipping cost are reasonable and 
service is prompt.  Product selection 
and colors are good as is product qual-
ity. 

 
We have our CTR club logo and 

the BOG logo on-file with Fourth 
Gear under the British Car Club Logo 
Gallery.  These logos can be embroi-
dered on the different items.  Products 
such as polo shirts, sweatshirts, jack-
ets, caps, patches, and tool bags, 
among other products, can be selected 
under the On-line Shopping link.  En-
ter the logo code (CL003 for CTR or 
CL027 for BOG) as part of the item 
description and then check out as with 
any on-line web site. Prices include 
the embroidery.  Ordering instructions 
are given on the home page.  Embroi-
dered items can be ordered in any 
quantity.  

 
In addition to the embroidered 

items, we have the BOG logo on-file 
for silk screened tee shirts.  However, 
these have to be ordered in larger 
quantities to get reasonable cost.  We 
still have some BOG tee shirts availa-
ble and will be selling them at BOG. If 
there is enough interest in having silk 
screened tee shirts with the CTR logo, 
we could possibly order a batch of 
those.  However, we are moving away 
from having to manage club regalia 
inventory.  Having a supplier such as 
Fourth Gear allows us to do that while 
still having a source where members 
can order regalia on-demand. 

When exploring the Fourth Gear web site, you’ll also 
notice that they have other logo galleries for Triumph and 
other British cars as well as British marque logos.  You 
could custom-design you own merchandise with more than 
one logo.  Ralph at Fourth Gear is very amenable to custom 
orders both in terms of the logos as well as products not 
show on the web site.  So, feel free to call him if you want 
something completely different. 

 
So, now there is no excuse for missing participation 

points at club events for not having club clothing. 



(Continued on Page 14) 

CLASSIFIED 
 

CTR assumes no responsibility for quality or condition of 
merchandise listed herein.  All transactions resulting from listings 
are strictly between buyer and seller. 
 
NOTE: Ads for CTR members shall run on a space available basis 
for 3 issues.   To rerun, please resubmit your ad at end of  period.   
Other ads are space available only. 

From Your Photo 
Album 

Rich Townsend 

1979 TR7 for sale (pictured above).  59,000 miles, 5-
speed, factory air conditioning, convertible.  Too many 
parts to list.   Extra 2.0 litre engine.  New top, battery, tan 
interior, $4,000.00 OBO.  David White cell 703-898-7041   
 
Triumph Spitfire IV/1500 factory steel hardtop for sale. 
I purchased this hardtop with the intent do restoring it.  
Therefore, I have completely stripped the top and purchased 
ALL the new parts required to rebuild it.  
Original glass in EXCELLENT condition 
Original headliner bows in 
EXCELLENT condition 
NEW black headliner 
NEW rubber for rear glass 
NEW “furflex” for driver 
and passenger windows 
NEW “furflex” for rear 
quarter windows 
NEW rubber seal at 
windshield 
NEW mounting hardware 
 
I believe the color to be 
original Triumph Signal 
Red.  It needs only slight 
metal work (2 dings) to 
make it perfect.  
STORAGE STAND IS NOT INCLUDED... But I can 
provide you fairly detailed instructions on how to build 
your own for under $35.  Contact Patrick at 202-285-
7031  $550.00 
 
Several Triumphs for sale:   
TR3s: 
‘60 TR 3A - this car is mostly disassembled and was 
bought it in ~1989.  Pretty standard 3A, but it came with a 
factory hardtop (sans glass). 
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Here is a picture dated September 1978 of my first Brit-
ish car, a 1971 MGB.  It could have been taken the day I 
took Patti to the Wright Patterson AFB museum on our sec-
ond date.  That is her Mom’s driveway in Dublin, Ohio, a 
suburb of Columbus.  Note the drive-in movie screen in the 
right-hand background and the license plate frame that says 
“Go Bucks.” 

1979 TR7 for sale.  It has a good body with minor rust, 
weber carburetors and headers, and 5-speed transmission.  
It needs restoration.  $1,000 or best offer.  Contact Ken at 
304-261-7537. 



Classified (Continued from  Page 13) 
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‘57 TR 2/3 (Title says ‘58 Triu 2S) - this is my favorite car 
of the bunch.  This is a small mouth with factory overdrive 
and wire wheels.  
Both these cars are rough and ~90% complete.  To my 
knowledge neither has been in a significant accident and I 
believe the frames are solid.  Standard rust spots in floors, 
trunks, and rockers.  The following site has some pics. 
These cars are currently located in a storage facility in 
White Oak MD, about 10 min north of the Capital Beltway 
and have been garaged since we got them. 
http://s1260.photobucket.com/user/KatyOG/library/
Triumph%20TR3s?sort=3&page=1 
  
Spitfire/GT6: 
‘79 - I bought this car in New Mexico from the original 
owner and used it as a daily driver in 1995-6. When my 
wife and I moved back to MD in '96, I parked it believing I 
couldn't pass MD inspection without completing some 
work.  I did get it back on the road briefly, until a crack in 
the gas tank occurred (I have another tank).  I installed a 
full Crane electronics ignition, HI-6, PS-91, and XR-700.  I 
installed a custom bent 2" exhaust pipe starting with a kirk 
header and ending with a SuperTrapp muffler.  It has spax 
rears and kyb fronts with hybrid leaf which I made mating 
GT6 and Spitfire springs. There's a whole bunch of other 
stuff on this car and it's the only one that's not in White 
Oak, but is also garaged only it's in Davidsonville MD, 
about 10 miles east of the Capital Beltway off rt. 214.  
 
‘78 – We bought this car in MD in ~ 2001. At that time it 
was runnig but needed some work on the electric and 
hydraulic systems to get it on the road. We never completed 
this work and the car is still in the same condition.  This car 
came with two titles.  I can’t recall the details of why, but it 
likely had to do with the same issue I had which was MD 
inspection!  It has an overdrive, full Monza exhaust, Weber 
down draft kit, and a whole bunch of really nice stuff on 
it.  The interior is basically NEW. In my mind the only 
negative to this car is that it's brown!  There's one rust hole 
that I’m aware of and to any bodyman it’d be an easy 
fix.  All this car needs to be back on the road is fresh gas, a 
tuneup, and probably some new o-rings on the brakes and 
clutch! 
 
‘69 GT6 - This was the first car we bought.  Alas, it was 
destined for the scrapyard and was a ‘big 
mistake.’  Literally held together with Bondo, paint, 
fiberglass and a chain (to keep the rear suspension 
connected... of course!)  All that remains of this is some 
random parts, the engine (which ran nicely!) trans, and 
badges! 

All cars, including the GT6, have VIN plates and 
corresponding titles.  Contact Eamon at 301-385-3778 or 
eamon0g@gmail.com 

1964 TR4 British Racing Green “Project.”  Kept in a 
home garage for 35 years. When taken out of service, it 
needed a master break cylinder and had a couple of holes in 
a rocker panel.  Over the years, the body has developed 
additional rust along the rear fenders and the left front low-
er fender, in addition to the rocker panel issue.  The side 
mirrors have broken off and there is some pitting of the 
chrome bumpers.  The interior needs much work and under 
the hood is questionable; engine has 130,000 or so miles.  
The frame is in good condition.  Wire wheels.  New rocker 
panels and top are still in their unopened boxes.  This car 
needs much TLC. $2200 OBO.  Call 301-868-1567 for de-
tails. 

1978 Triumph Spitfire for sale.  Runs strong! Location: 
Springfield VA.  This was a father / son project car before I 
bought it. The previous owners replaced the suspension and 
floor pans, installed brakes, tires, new convertible roof, and 
reupholstered the interior. Since I bought it, I have had a 
major tune up, carbs adjusted and cleaned, new brake mas-
ter cylinder, new clutch, choke cable, points, plugs, cap, 
valve adjustment, new wheel bearing, new engine mounts, 
fuel pump, battery. Flywheel and starter have been ma-
chined. New Panasonic AM/FM/CD player and speakers. 
80,000 miles.  British Racing Green with tan interior. Vir-
ginia State Inspection April 2013.  My total investment is 
$12,000; my asking price is: $5,000.  Contact: Cathy Vir-
genock Cell: 703-362-3258 
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EVENTS 
 
All listings including  “*CTR*” are events for 
which club participation points will be awarded. 
 
Apr 27 - Britain on the Green 2014 *CTR* 
May TBD - GYHD, Fred’s Garage *CTR* 
May 16-18 - Carlisle, PA, Import and Kit Show 
May 17 - Webb Motors Open House, Roanoke, VA 
May 23 - North Beach, MD, Farmer;s Market and Cruise 
In *CTR* 
May 31 - Cars and Motorcycles of England, Westtown, 
PA, http://www.dvtr.org/ 
Jun 7 - 25th Annual Orphan Car Tour, Parkton, MD.  Jon 
Battle, 540-364-1770 or TourDirector@orphancartour.org  
Jun 11-15 - TRA 2014 National Meeting, Deer Creek State 
Park, OH, http://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra2014/
index.html 
Jul 24-26 - The Roadster Factory Summer Party, Armagh, 
PA *CTR* 
Sep 9-14 - VTR National Convention, Dobson, NC  
http://www.vtr2014.com/  *CTR* 
Oct 9-12 - 6-Pack Trials , Oxford, MS,  
http://www.2014trials.com/ 

*** Much More to Come *** 
 

 

TRIUMPH TRIVIA:  What is a Brabham Herald-
Climax? 

In 1960, Formula One champion driver Jack Brabham 
installed 1216 cc Coventry Climax engines into other-
wise standard Heralds dramatically improving the 
Herald’s performance.  Of the 16 cars converted, only a 
few are believed to exist today. 
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Some of the many CTR members, family and friends that helped make BOG 2014 a success! 
(See Who’s Who on Page 3.) 

2014 is CTR’s 
25th 

Anniversary! 
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GYHESSD Session 
May 31st 

Britain on the 
Green 
By Stephen Oertwig 

      Britain on the Green 2014 was an 
incredible event.  It wasn’t the great 
location and weather that made it so 
spectacular.  It wasn’t all the owners 
who brought out their British cars of 
all marques. 
 
      BOG 2014 was perfect because of 

the hardworking volunteers of the Capital Triumph Regis-
ter.  So many people joined forces over many months, do-
nating many hours of their lives, to ensure Britain on the 
Green was the premier show in the Mid-Atlantic region. 

 
This was my first BOG since 2007.  It was amazing to 

witness the synchronized efforts of everyone who made 
CTR’s flagship event flawless.  If you attended BOG 2014, 
you saw how our members swarmed like bees around every 
facet of the show.  (A swarm of ticks would not be appro-
priate for this year’s BOG because the bloodsuckers were 
not to be found.) 

 
From the entry gate, to registration, to parking and to 

the final step of electronic voting, CTR members were in 
full force.  It was as if we had rehearsed this many times. 

 
There are two words that sum up my feelings about 

BOG 2014:  Thank you.  Thank you to everyone who vol-
unteered for the planning, logistics, promotion, and execu-
tion. 

 
Jeff Knepp and Tom Burke were BOG co-coordinators 

this year.  Jeff and Tom were the ultimate professionals 
who spent months preparing for a one-day show.  I still am 
amazed with how smoothly they made BOG run. 

 
Jeff and Tom also had the help of several chairpersons 

to juggle the many balls of BOG.  Handling the details 
were Dennis Eckhout, R.J. Fortwengler, Patrick Carter, Art 
Fournier, Roger Morrison, Matt Schipani, Rich Smalling, 
Mark Shlien, Tim Shalvey and John Buescher.  Your ef-
forts are appreciated greatly. 

 
Mark and Tim were the Jedi of BOG this year.   Mark 

corralled the market on sponsors to partner with CTR. 
Tim’s wizardry with technology made the electronic voting 

There will be a GYHESSD (Get Your Hands Ever So 
Slightly Dirty) session at the Page-Mittelman garage. 
  

Diane is tired of backing the TR3 out of the garage with 
her eyes closed so she doesn’t have to look at the state of 
Fred’s garage, and would be most grateful for garage or-
ganization help from CTR members on Saturday, May 31st, 
9:00 to 12:00 at 4619 3rd St. N, Arlington, VA.  As you 
may be able to relate to, Fred’s motto was “Why buy 
one bolt when I can get a whole box on eBay for a real 
good price?” 

  
Objectives for the morning are: Throw out bad stuff; 

sort into wood shop, metal shop, and car shop; ID dupli-
cates and advise Diane on what to keep, what to sell and 
what to give away.  Extra tools suitable for building sets 
will be donated to the McLean High School Theater De-
partment, and car beautification supplies will be foisted 
upon CTR members, because Diane is going to hire out 
detailing the car, so there! 

  
Breakfast and lunch will be provided, and kibitzers are 

welcome to hang about the yard and house.  Early birds get 
a parking space in the driveway. 

extremely successful.  We expect to see his ideas used by 
other British car clubs. 

 
It was the ever-calm Lionel Mitchell who always had 

the best advice and guidance for my first BOG.  There also 
were scores of CTR members for the BOG staff.  Thank 
you for your devotion.  I am forever grateful to be part of 
CTR. 

 
We will show our appreciation to everyone involved at 

the Thank Goodness It’s Over party to be announced. 
 
BOG was the warm up for summer, and months of fun 

and spirited Triumph motoring.  Let’s get out there and 
drive the wheels off for British Car Week, May 31 through 
June 8.  

 
Drive on, and drive often. 



CTR Happenings 

Welcome CTR’s newest members: 
 
 Christopher Gentile, Alexandria, VA, 1964 TR4 
 John Brock, Herndon, VA, 1972 GT6 
 Dennis Velez,, Fairfax, FA, 1975 TR6 
 Patrick Tolan, Charlottesville, VA 
 

Happy Anniversary CTR! 
 

May 2014 marks CTR’s 25th anniversary.  To honor 
the occasion, our first newsletter from May 1989 is reprint-
ed in its entirety on pages 14 through 16.  At the time, the 
club’s name was the National Capitol Area Vintage Tri-
umph Register or NCAVTR to indicate our affiliation with 
our parent organization, the Vintage Triumph Register.  
Around May of 1990, “Capitol” would change to 
“Capital,” but it wasn’t until January 1995 that the club 
adopted its current name. the Capital Triumph Register. 
 
Late Spring and Summer Events 

 
On May 31st there will be a GYHD session to help sort 

out Fred Mittelman’s garage.  And don’t forget:  May 31st 
through June 8th is British Car Week.  Our Spring weather 
has produced some great weekend weather, so find a rea-
son to take your British car out onto the road and enjoy it! 

 
June 1st will see the Original British Car Day at 

Lilypons.  Also in June, CTR will visit North Beach, MD, 
for their Friday evening Farmer’s Market and Cruise In. 

 
In July, plan on participating in the annual Hunt Coun-

try Gallop, a fast-paced tour over some of Northern Virgin-
ia’s great back roads.  July 24th through 26th  will see The 
Roadster Factory’s Summer Party in Armagh, PA. 

 
On August 24th CTR will hold its annual Cruisin’ for 

Crustaceans visit to Southern Maryland. 
 
Details on all these events will be in the newsletter and 

in e-vites.  Remember, if we don’t have your current e-mail 
address, we can’t send you e-vites! 

 
VTR National Convention 

  
If you’re not already a member of the Vintage Triumph 
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Register, please join and plan to participate in the 2014 
VTR National Convention in Dobson, North Carolina.  
Registrations are open at http://www.vtr2014.com/  and 
we’re told that rooms at the closest hotels are rapidly filling 
up, so don’t miss out 

Who’s who in the photo on page 1? 
 
Front Row:  Colonial ladies of Gunston Hall 
Second Row:  Fran Scuderi, Tim Shalvey, Jeff 
Knepp, John Buescher, Bruce Hislop, Bill Goodwin, 
and Christopher Yurasko 
Third Row:  Marcy Knepp, Karl Johnson, Patrick 
Carter, Stephen Oertwig, and RJ Fortwengler 
Fourth Row:  Lionel Mitchell, Steve Mumma, and 
Stetson Tinkham 
Fifth Row:  Tom Burke, Mark Shlien, and Bob Fox 
Back Row:  Art Fournier, Rich Smalling, Benjamin 
Cheshire, and Sharon Edelstein 



 BOG Stuffing 
Party 
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One of the final major efforts in getting ready for Brit-
ain on the Green is the Stuffing Party held the Wednesday 
before the show.  Here’s where all the last minute prepara-
tion comes together.  Dash plaques, brochures and ballots 
hot from the printer are go into envelopes with promotional 
material from our sponsors.  Posters, window placards  and 
the vast array of material needed on the day of the show are 
organized to be transported to the show field. 

Above:  Capital Triumph Register members stuff registration 
packets full of goodies for Britain on the Green. CTR members 
made an assembly line to put together 200 packets for British 

cars and motorcycles.  Tom Burke, Bill Goodwin, Patrick 
Carter, and Karl Johnson are hard at work. 

 
Left:  Tim Shalvey (center) demonstrates the electronic voting 

application for Britain on the Green to Jeff Knepp, 
Rich Townsend, and John Buescher. 

A sincere CTR thank you goes to Joe and Rita Cannon 
for hosting this bit of last minute mayhem and for feeding 
the CTR volunteers who attended! 

18 March 2014 
 
I was thrilled by the letter that my wife forwarded to me 

in Afghanistan!  It was my CTR membership renewal paid 
for by a club member! 

 
Please pass along my sincere appreciation to this mem-

ber, and to the club officers for this very generous gift. 
 
Thinking now of my return in November 2014 and 

warm summer days with the top down on my Spitfire! 
 

Best regards, 
 
Col Bruce Mundie 
NATO Air Training Command 
Afghanistan 

 From CTR’s Mailbox  The Original 
British Car Day 

June 1st 

The 37th annual Original British Car Day will be held 
on Sunday, June 1st, at Lilypons Water Gardens in Ad-
amstown, MD.  The contact person for OBCD is John To-
kar, Chairman, who can be reached at 410-775-0500, or by 
email at jtokar51@verizon.net.  Lilypons is located near 
Frederick, MD, and is easily accessible from I-70.  OBCD 
is traditionally one of the largest British car and motorcycle 
shows in the region.  For additional information, see the 
Chesapeake Chapter of the New England MGT Register’s 
website:  http://www.chesapeakechaptermgtclub.com/
OBCD_main.htm 



CTR Name Badges.  We will place our next order 
for CTR name badges on May 31st.  The badges are plas-
tic, about 1 inch by 3.5 inches, and have a pin back.  
They are gold with the CTR logo and your name in 
black.  If you’re interested, the badges are $5.00 each.  
To order, please pay by cash or a check made out to the 
“Capital Triumph Register.”  Contact Art Fournier at 
artfournier@comcast.net or 410-535-0690 to order.  
Specify exactly how you want your name to appear. 
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 Cars and Motorcycles 
of England 

May 31st 

Our friends in Delaware Valley Triumphs are co-
hosting the Cars and Motorcycles of England show at the 
Oakbourne Mansion in Westtown, PA, on Saturday, May 
31.The show is an all-British marque judged motorcar and 
motorcycle concours and a nationally sanctioned Jaguar 
Concours d’Elégance.   

 
Motorcycle judging is by people’s choice.  In addition 

to the Jaguar Concours d'Elegance, British automobiles 
must be at least 15 years old and will be judged on  a 100 
point scale for authenticity and period correctness. 

 
For additional information, visit DVT’s website:  

http://www.dvtr.org/ or call 609-760-8198. 

 25th Orphan Car Tour 
June 7th 

The 25th Orphan Car Tour will be held on Saturday, 
June 7.  It will begin in Maryland Line, Maryland, proceed 
southeast to the Have de Grace area over scenic back 
roads, and will include stops at several places of interest 
along the way.  The afternoon will end with an outdoor 
barbecue near the Havre de Grace waterfront.  The Tour is 
held yearly in the interest of promoting driving enjoyment 
of “orphan” (discontinued-make) vehicles.  Turnout has 
topped sixty vehicles in recent years.  Complete infor-
mation is posted at the Tour's web page, 
www.orphancartour.org .  For further information contact 
Jon Battle, 540-364-1770 or e-mail TourDirec-
tor@orphancartour.org . 

 25th Orphan Car Tour 
June 7th 



Britain on the 
Green 2014:  

Grassy, Classy, and 
Sunny as Well 

Tom Burke 
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The Winter of 2013-2014 set records all over the Mary-
land/DC/Northern Virginia region for the number of snow 
events, the amount of snow on the ground, and the contin-
ued late-season snow and cold.  I know it broke my person-
al record for How Sick I Am Of Winter.   

 
That's why, from about January, I kept thinking “April 

27th, April 27th April 27th…” Weather will come and go, I 
thought, the climate will change, but God willing, the last 
weekend of April will be a Spring weekend, not another 
damn snowstorm.  And as Spring will come, Britain on the 
Green will come, rain or shine, to the broad and grassy 
fields of Gunston Hall.  

 
And so dawned April 27th, 2014, sunny and cool and 

Spring-like in every way.  The good and gracious men and 
women of CTR arrived in the early morning and set about 
the task of making the field ready to greet our friends and 
their cars.  As a long-time Co-coordinator of BOG, I am 
always impressed at how our BOG volunteers go right into 
motion, unbidden and willingly putting everything into 
place, setting Class markers, traffic cones, tables, chairs, 
and a hundred other small and large tasks.  For Jeff Knepp 
and I, this year’s BOG Co-coordinators, it is deeply gratify-
ing to see how well they do their jobs, as, by that time, Jeff 
and I are so glad it's finally happening and so worn out 
from the weeks of preparation, that we can barely speak.  
Mark Whatford and the docents and personnel of Gunston 
Hall had mowed the fields and filled the holes and prepared 
the whole plantation so nicely for the day, and, as the en-
trant cars began to arrive, the sun shone down on another 

beautiful BOG, CTR’s seventeenth annual salute to classic 
British cars, and Spring and America’s history. 

 
Every year, we try to make BOG better, and this year, 

thanks to the efforts of Tim Shalvey, Bruce Hislop, and a 
stalwart crew, we introduced Smartphone Voting.  Entrants 
could use iPads stationed at our Voting Assistance Kiosk, 
placed in mid-field, or they could use their own cellphones 
to vote for each class of cars at the show.  This is an inno-
vation that is new to almost every kind of car show.  It 
speeds the tabulation of votes immensely, which means that 
our entrants don’t have to wait and wait for the results to 
know if their car won an award.  Thanks to Tim and his 
crew and a lot of preparation, the whole process went 
smoothly (although some British car enthusiasts don’t, shall 
we say, “embrace” new technology gladly) and the tabula-
tion and award determination process, which, in the past, 
often took hours, was cut drastically.  We hope that, thanks 
to this kind of improvement, more entrants will vote and 
get the pleasure of seeing if their choice (or their car) will 
win the day. 

 
And so the cars rolled in. Mike Castile’s immaculate 

Wedgewood TR4, Bill Goodwin’s pair of bright red Her-

alds, Doug Campbell’s handsome and historic 1950 Riley 
RMD and 180-some other classic chrome and color monu-
ments to the days of our youth and the pleasure of driving 
on a sunny day in Spring.  Two of our Patron-level spon-
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sors joined the classics on the field with their own future 
classics. David Hellmuth of Passport Mini brought a pair of 
the new and improved MINIs and Euro Motor Cars showed 
up with two gorgeous Lotus Evoras.  We had Triumphs in 

abundance with many new entrants in the Spitfire, GT6, 
and TR7 classes.  MG's and Austin-Healeys were thick on 
the ground, ranging from Stephen Woodall’s 1934 MG-PA 
to Mike Alexander's very cool Ford V8-powered 1974 
MGB-GT.  The Classic Minis and the Morgans that we are 
always so glad to see, arrived in packs and the Jaguars and 
Loti and Bentleys and Rolls Royces brought their beauty to 
the field.  In particular (or peculiar) we saw a “Farfadet” 

which is a British three wheel kit car based on a Citroen 
2CV, as well as our first British motorcycle, a BSA Thun-
derbolt.  Meanwhile, under the Great Oak, there was a lone 
British Racing Green TR3A, the automotive legacy of our 

dear friend, CTR member, and former BOG Co-
coordinator, Fred Mittelman, who passed away December 
15, 2013 from complications of ALS.  We missed him, but 
we were happy that his wife, Diane Page could bring his 
car to the show. 

 
Fran Scuderi’s music, as always, filled the air, people 

lazed on the grass, and dined at the food vendor’s trucks 
and they toured George Mason’s Georgian mansion with its 
grand views of the Potomac River valley.  More cars rolled 
in, including a classic Elva racer with a tiny windscreen and 
no engine bonnet.  It was looking a little the worse for 
wear.  We asked the driver, who was smoking a cigarette 
and looking a little windblown and worse for wear himself, 
about the bonnet and he said, “It blew off! Went right over 
my head!”  “Where is it?”, we asked.  He said, “There’s a 
lady following me in a BMW, she’s got it in her trunk.”  
That, by God, is British Motoring! 

 
The winners were announced.  You can visit the Britain 

on the Green Facebook page or look elsewhere here in the 
newsletter to see them all.  Doug Campbell’s Riley RM 
Drophead took Best of Show, Steve Oertwig presented the 
awards to all the classy class winners, and the CTR volun-
teers cleaned up and toasted the day and each other.  Not a 
raindrop (or a snowflake) in sight. 
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Patron Level Sponsors 
 
British & Classic Car Doctors 
Euro Motor Cars Lotus 
Passport Mini 
Rosenthal Land Rover, Tyson’s Corner 
The Roadster Factory 
 

Gold Level Sponsors 
 
City Imports, Ltd. 
Clarke & Sampson, Inc. 
Goodparts Inc. 
Moss Motors 
Motorhead, Ltd. 
Paltech Technologies, LLC 
R&R Auto Services 
Treasured Motor Cars 
 

Silver Level Sponsor 
 
Avenue Design, LLC 
 

Bronze Level Sponsors 
 
British Parts Northwest, Inc. 
British Wiring 
Cartoon by Booth 
Victoria British Ltd 
 

Friends of BOG 
 
Apple Hydraulics 
Delta Motorsports 
Her Majesty’s Auto Service 
Howard & Hoffman, Inc. 
Joe Curto, Inc. 
Reve Design Studio 
The i People, Inc. 
Triple C 
Vintage Restoration Limited 

Please Support 
our 2014 Britain 

on the Green 
Sponsors! 



As Seen at Britain on the 
Green 2014 

    The Standard Page 10 May 2014 



    The Standard Page 11 May 2014 



Triumph Spirit 
Awards 

Lionel Mitchell 
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What is Triumph spirit?  Do you know it when you see 
it?  To me, Triumph Spirit is somewhat intangible, but it’s 
recognizable in individuals who keep driving their Tri-
umphs come what may.  They drive them everywhere year 
round (weather permitting); they drive them in spite of 
handicaps; they drive them with their families and friends; 
and most of all, they drive them with gusto. 

 
This year at Britain on the Green, we recognized two of 

our members with Triumph Spirit awards: Earl Hill and the 
late Fred Mittelman.  You probably know their stories, but 
here’s a brief recount. 

 
Earl Hill bought a new 

TR3A in 1962 in Chicago.  
He drove it all over the con-
tinental USA with his wife 
Ardath and their children.  
When his job took him Ha-
waii and France, he had his 
Triumph shipped to these 
locations and continued his 
family adventures.  You 
might recall reading some of 
the Hill family adventures in 
the little black Triumph driving cross country in the days 
long before cell phones.  If you haven’t read these stories, 
you owe it to yourselves to look up those issues in the 
newsletter archive.  Earl eventually took his TR off the 
road with the intent of restoring it to new condition.  But as 
we all know, sometimes things in life don’t always work 
out like we plan.  When Earl finally decided not to restore 
his TR, he generously donated it to the club.  We subse-
quently conducted an auction; club member Sandy Thom-
son had the winning bid.  We expect to see that car fully 
restored before too long (maybe BOG 2015?).  So, Earl’s 
TR will live on in new family adventures.  Thanks, Earl for 
your largess and for exhibiting true Triumph Spirit. 

 
Fred Mittelman’s Triumph ownership experience began 

around 1980 when he bought a used TR6.  He and his wife 
Diane used that car as a daily driver for many years.  But 
Fred had been infected with the Triumph spirit much earlier 
after his uncle bought a new TR3A in 1960.  After Fred and 
Diane’s daughters came along, reality set in and they sold 

the TR6, but they didn’t lose 
their Triumph Spirit.  Late in his 
life, Fred’s uncle gave him his 
TR3A.  Fred and Diane once 
again were once again tearing up 
the roads in a Triumph.  They 
drove that TR for several years 
before taking it off the road for a 
complete ground-up restoration.  
It was a delight to see Fred en-
joying the “new” British Racing 
Green TR3A.  It was especially 
poignant to see Fred and Diane 
participate in the Fall Foliage 
drive last November.  By that 
time Fred was in a wheel chair 
from his ALS condition.  Diane 
had skillfully strapped the wheel chair to the luggage rack 
and was adroitly handling the driving while Fred was thor-
oughly enjoying the ride.  It’s a sight that those of us who 
were there won’t soon forget.  That too was true Triumph 
Spirit. Thanks Fred and Diane. 

 
I’m sure that you’ll agree that Earl and Fred are deserv-

ing of the Triumph Spirit award. 



Rich the T’s TR6s 
on the Move 

The Vintage Triumph 
Register was founded in 1974 and 
is dedicated to the maintenance, preserva-
tion and enjoyment of the Triumph 
marque.  Membership benefits include a bi
-monthly magazine, The Vintage Tri-
umph.  To join, send $35 for a one-year 
US membership to: 
 
The Vintage Triumph Register 
PO Box 655 
Howell, MI 48844 
 
Or go to the Vintage 
Triumph Register 
website, www.vtr.org, 
for additional information  and a member-
ship application. 
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Back in March, we had a GYHD session in Rich Town-
send’s garage where he remounted the body to the frame of 
a TR6 project car.  Since then, Rich the T and Patti’s plans 
to relocate to North Carolina have accelerated by the rapid 
sale of their Catlett, VA home.  Here are a couple photos of 
Rich the T’s two TR6s settling into their new garage.   

 
All of us in CTR will miss Rich and Patti when they 

complete their move to North Carolina.  Both have been 
active members of the Capital Triumph Register for many 
years , not only organizing events, but opening their home 
to us on many occasions. 

 
Wonder what he’s going to do with the Cobra and the 

MGB?   That new garage looks like it may hold the MG, 
but the Cobra may need a new home — any volunteers? 
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From Your Photo 
Album 
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Last month, Rich Townsend shared a picture of him 
and his first LBC, a 1971 MGB, on the occasion of his sec-
ond date with Patti.  As we know, things worked out for the 
two of them, but to prove Patti has long indulged Rich the 
T’s love of British motor cars, here’s a shot from their hon-
eymoon. 

 
If you have a photo of you and your LBC from when 

you both had fewer miles on your odometers, please share 
it with your friends in CTR. 



(Continued on Page 18 

CLASSIFIED 
 

CTR assumes no responsibility for quality or condition of 
merchandise listed herein.  All transactions resulting from listings 
are strictly between buyer and seller. 
 
NOTE: Ads for CTR members shall run on a space available basis 
for 3 issues.   To rerun, please resubmit your ad at end of  period.   
Other ads are space available only. 

Photo Credits 
 

Pages 1 and 4 -Stephen Oertwig 
Pages 6 and 7 - Tom Burke  

8 and 10 through 12 - Art Fournier 
Pages 13 and 16 - Rich Townsend 

1979 TR7 for sale (pictured above).  59,000 miles, 5-
speed, factory air conditioning, convertible.  Too many 
parts to list.   Extra 2.0 litre engine.  New top, battery, tan 
interior, $4,000.00 OBO.  David White cell 703-898-7041   
 
Triumph Spitfire IV/1500 factory steel hardtop for sale. 
I purchased this hardtop with the intent do restoring it.  
Therefore, I have completely stripped the top and purchased 
ALL the new parts required to rebuild it.  
Original glass in EXCELLENT condition 
Original headliner bows in 
EXCELLENT condition 
NEW black headliner 
NEW rubber for rear glass 
NEW “furflex” for driver 
and passenger windows 
NEW “furflex” for rear 
quarter windows 
NEW rubber seal at 
windshield 
NEW mounting hardware 
 
I believe the color to be 
original Triumph Signal 
Red.  It needs only slight 
metal work (2 dings) to 
make it perfect.  
STORAGE STAND IS NOT INCLUDED... But I can 
provide you fairly detailed instructions on how to build 
your own for under $35.  Contact Patrick at 202-285-
7031  $550.00 
 
Several Triumphs for sale:   
TR3s: 
‘60 TR 3A - this car is mostly disassembled and was 
bought it in ~1989.  Pretty standard 3A, but it came with a 
factory hardtop (sans glass). 

1979 TR7 for sale.  It has a good body with minor rust, 
weber carburetors and headers, and 5-speed transmission.  
It needs restoration.  $1,000 or best offer.  Contact Ken at 
304-261-7537. 
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Classified (Continued from  Page 13) 
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‘57 TR 2/3 (Title says ‘58 Triu 2S) - this is my favorite car 
of the bunch.  This is a small mouth with factory overdrive 
and wire wheels.  
Both these cars are rough and ~90% complete.  To my 
knowledge neither has been in a significant accident and I 
believe the frames are solid.  Standard rust spots in floors, 
trunks, and rockers.  The following site has some pics. 
These cars are currently located in a storage facility in 
White Oak MD, about 10 min north of the Capital Beltway 
and have been garaged since we got them. 
http://s1260.photobucket.com/user/KatyOG/library/
Triumph%20TR3s?sort=3&page=1 
  
Spitfire/GT6: 
‘79 - I bought this car in New Mexico from the original 
owner and used it as a daily driver in 1995-6. When my 
wife and I moved back to MD in '96, I parked it believing I 
couldn't pass MD inspection without completing some 
work.  I did get it back on the road briefly, until a crack in 
the gas tank occurred (I have another tank).  I installed a 
full Crane electronics ignition, HI-6, PS-91, and XR-700.  I 
installed a custom bent 2" exhaust pipe starting with a kirk 
header and ending with a SuperTrapp muffler.  It has spax 
rears and kyb fronts with hybrid leaf which I made mating 
GT6 and Spitfire springs. There's a whole bunch of other 
stuff on this car and it's the only one that's not in White 
Oak, but is also garaged only it's in Davidsonville MD, 
about 10 miles east of the Capital Beltway off rt. 214.  
 
‘78 – We bought this car in MD in ~ 2001. At that time it 
was runnig but needed some work on the electric and 
hydraulic systems to get it on the road. We never completed 
this work and the car is still in the same condition.  This car 
came with two titles.  I can’t recall the details of why, but it 
likely had to do with the same issue I had which was MD 
inspection!  It has an overdrive, full Monza exhaust, Weber 
down draft kit, and a whole bunch of really nice stuff on 
it.  The interior is basically NEW. In my mind the only 
negative to this car is that it's brown!  There's one rust hole 
that I’m aware of and to any bodyman it’d be an easy 
fix.  All this car needs to be back on the road is fresh gas, a 
tuneup, and probably some new o-rings on the brakes and 
clutch! 
 
‘69 GT6 - This was the first car we bought.  Alas, it was 
destined for the scrapyard and was a ‘big 
mistake.’  Literally held together with Bondo, paint, 
fiberglass and a chain (to keep the rear suspension 
connected... of course!)  All that remains of this is some 
random parts, the engine (which ran nicely!) trans, and 
badges! 

All cars, including the GT6, have VIN plates and 
corresponding titles.  Contact Eamon at 301-385-3778 or 
eamon0g@gmail.com 

1964 TR4 British Racing Green “Project.”  Kept in a 
home garage for 35 years. When taken out of service, it 
needed a master break cylinder and had a couple of holes in 
a rocker panel.  Over the years, the body has developed 
additional rust along the rear fenders and the left front low-
er fender, in addition to the rocker panel issue.  The side 
mirrors have broken off and there is some pitting of the 
chrome bumpers.  The interior needs much work and under 
the hood is questionable; engine has 130,000 or so miles.  
The frame is in good condition.  Wire wheels.  New rocker 
panels and top are still in their unopened boxes.  This car 
needs much TLC. $2200 OBO.  Call 301-868-1567 for de-
tails. 

1978 Triumph Spitfire for sale.  Runs strong! Location: 
Springfield VA.  This was a father / son project car before I 
bought it. The previous owners replaced the suspension and 
floor pans, installed brakes, tires, new convertible roof, and 
reupholstered the interior. Since I bought it, I have had a 
major tune up, carbs adjusted and cleaned, new brake mas-
ter cylinder, new clutch, choke cable, points, plugs, cap, 
valve adjustment, new wheel bearing, new engine mounts, 
fuel pump, battery. Flywheel and starter have been ma-
chined. New Panasonic AM/FM/CD player and speakers. 
80,000 miles.  British Racing Green with tan interior. Vir-
ginia State Inspection April 2013.  My total investment is 
$12,000; my asking price is: $5,000.  Contact: Cathy Vir-
genock Cell: 703-362-3258 
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EVENTS 
 
All listings including  “*CTR*” are events for 
which club participation points will be awarded. 
 
May 31 - GYHD, Fred Mittelman’s Garage *CTR* 
May 31 - Cars and Motorcycles of England, Westtown, 
PA, http://www.dvtr.org/ 
Jun 1 - The Original British Car Day, Lilypons Water 
Garden, Adamstown, MD, John Tokar, 410-775-0500 or by 
jtokar51@verizon.net 
Jun TBD - North Beach, MD, Farmer;s Market and Cruise 
In *CTR* 
Jun 7 - 25th Annual Orphan Car Tour, Parkton, MD.  Jon 
Battle, 540-364-1770 or TourDirector@orphancartour.org  
Jun 11-15 - TRA 2014 National Meeting, Deer Creek State 
Park, OH, http://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra2014/
index.html 
Jul 8 - CTR  ESB Meeting 
Jul TBD - Hunt Country Gallop *CTR* 
Jul 24-26 - The Roadster Factory Summer Party, Armagh, 
PA *CTR* 
Aug 24 - Cruisin’ for Crustaceans *CTR* 
Sep 9-14 - VTR National Convention, Dobson, NC  
http://www.vtr2014.com/  *CTR* 
Oct 9-12 - 6-Pack Trials , Oxford, MS,  
http://www.2014trials.com/ 

*** Much More to Come *** 

TRIUMPH TRIVIA:  Which of the following cars 
was not designed by Giovanni Michelotti? 

A.      Stag 
B.      Spitfire 
C.      TR4 
D.      TR6 

D.  TR6:  Triumph gave the TR6 style and tooling con-
tract to Karmann in Germany. 

Triumph Trivia 
Christopher Yurasko 
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At Diane Page’s  “Get Your Hands Ever So Slightly Dirty” or GYHESSD event on May 31st.  From left to right are 
Diane Page with the Torque Wrench of Power, Bruce Hislop, Rich Wilkins, Bob Fox, Alan Stiley, and Pete Philips.  

For more, see page 8. 

2014 is CTR’s 
25th 

Anniversary! 



CTR Happenings 

Welcome CTR’s newest member: 
 

 Sam Malhotra, Potomac, MD, 1976 TR6 
 

Summer Events 
 
On Friday, June 27th (weather permitting) CTR will visit 

North Beach, MD, for their Friday evening Farmer’s Market 
and Cruise In.  Enjoy an eclectic mix of cars along with live 
music along the boardwalk. 

 
On July 19th plan on participating in the annual Horse 

Country Gallop, a fast-paced tour over some of Northern Vir-
ginia’s great back roads.   

 
July 24th through 26th  will see The Roadster Factory’s 

Summer Party in Armagh, PA.  Charles Runyan reports that pre
-registrations are light this year and is considering scaling back 
this great event.  So if you’re planning to attend, sign up! 

 
On August 24th CTR will hold its annual Cruisin’ for Crus-

taceans road tour and visit to Southern Maryland.  The crab har-
vest isn’t too good this year, but that won’t slow us down! 

 
Details on all these events will be in the newsletter and in e-

vites.  Remember, if we don’t have your current e-mail address, 
we can’t send you e-vites! 

 
VTR National Convention - September 9th-14th 

  
It’s not often that the VTR National Convention is as close 

as it will be this year, so we’d like to have a good turn out.  If 
you’re not already a member of the Vintage Triumph Register, 
please join and plan to participate in the 2014 VTR National 
Convention in Dobson, North Carolina.  Registrations are open 
at http://www.vtr2014.com/  and we’re told that rooms at the 
closest hotels are rapidly filling up, so don’t miss out 
 
 For the Newsletter 

  
Do you have photos in your album that show you and your  

LBC when you both were younger?  Please share them with the 
newsletter.  Electronic copies are preferred, but paper copies 
will be scanned and returned.  Do you know a road in the great-
er National Capital region that’s a favorite when you exercise 
your LBC?  Send the location to share in the newsletter.  And 
we are always looking for articles, tech tips, and items of inter-
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From the 
President 
By Stephen Oertwig 

      It is amazing the generosity 
and eagerness of Capital Triumph 
Register members to help others 
when the call for help goes out.  
Such was the case for those who 
came out to help Diane Page May 
31.  Members cleaned and ar-
ranged Fred Mittelman’s and Di-

ane’s garage. 
 
The spirit displayed by everyone shows the foun-

dation of CTR to be a positive influence. CTR’s chari-
ty also is commendable for our donations to those in 
need. 

 
Thank you to all CTR members for the community 

spirit and compassion you share. 
 
It was great to see CTR members at the Original 

British Car Day at Lilypons.  It also was chance to see 
how OBCD compares with our on Britain on the 
Green.  Thanks to the Chesapeake Chapter of the New 
England MG T Register for keeping the British car 
show tradition alive.  

 
Some classes for Triumphs were not represented 

well.  There only were two cars in the TR7 and TR8 
class.  The Stag staging area was empty.  There are a 
variety of reasons for low participation.  If it is be-
cause your car is not running, then we can help as a 
membership.   

 
Our Get Your Hands Dirty sessions are popular.  

Reach out to CTR to help get your car on the road.  
Also, consider hosting an event for CTR.  We still 
need an events coordinator to keep up the momentum. 

 
Congratulations on CTR celebrating its silver an-

niversary.  This is a grand accomplishment as British 
car numbers dwindle.  Single marque clubs are dis-
solving and becoming all-British clubs.  

 
Hope British Car Week gave everyone the bug to 

drive all summer.  Keep on driving.  
 
Drive on, and drive often. 
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est to include in the newsletter and to share with the other 
members of CTR.  Keep those contributions coming! 
 
Save a Tree 

  
Want to save paper?  Want to see the pictures in The 

Standard in color?  Want to receive your newsletter about a 
week earlier than your computer illiterate friends?  Want to 
frustrate the professional paper manglers at the Post Office?  
Want to save CTR money?  Contact Art Fournier about 
receiving your newsletter electronically rather than by regu-
lar mail.   

 
And please don’t forget to give us your new e-mail and 

mailing addresses and phone numbers when they change.  
It’s hard to let you know about CTR events when we don’t 
know how to contact you! 

 Horse Country 
Gallop Reprise 

Lionel Mitchell 

Once again, I will lead a spirited drive into Virginia 
horse country on Saturday, July 19.  We did this drive last 
year, and it was great fun.  The drive is open to all drivers, 
both spirited as well as those who want a more leisurely 
drive.  So, don’t be put off by my description of the drive 
as spirited.  We will organize drivers into two groups, and 
we will have pauses like we did last year to reassemble of 
all cars. 

 
The drive will start and end in Haymarket, VA. We’ll 

start in mid-afternoon. The drive will last about 2.5-3 
hours. We’ll end up at a park in Marshall, VA for a picnic 
dinner – BYO. From there, drivers are free to leave or to 
continue back to Haymarket to Pickle Bob’s for soft serve 
ice cream. 

 
Like last year, the route will start by going west on VA-

55 and then go through the edge of Bull Run Mountain to 
the Plains.  From there, we’ll go through some horse farms 
on the back roads to Middleburg.  Then, we’ll make a run 
past the Scott Farm, site of the Hunt Country Classic car 

show in Frogtown, through Rectortown, and Atoka before 
coming into Marshall.  We’ll end the drive with roads 
which start and end in Marshall, and then stop at the park 
for our picnic dinner at Northern Fauquier Community 
Park. This is the same route as last year. 

 
Here are the particulars: 
 Meet in the Walmart parking lot in Haymarket on 

VA-55 at 3:00 PM (near I-66 & US 15) 
 Depart at 3:15 PM 
 Drive will be about 2.5-3 hours in duration includ-

ing pauses 
 End at Northern Fauquier Community Park around 

6 PM for picnic dinner – BYO 
 Optional stop back in Haymarket at Pickle Bobs for 

ice cream 
 Rain date: Sunday, July 20; all other details the 

same 
 

Look for an e-vite in July.  If you’d like to get a de-
tailed road-by-road list to get a preview, email me. 

CTR and BOG are on Facebook. 
 
Search Capital Triumph Register 
and Britain on the Green 
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 TR6s Come Out 
in Force for 

British Car Day 
Stephen Oertwig 

June 1 was a perfect day for Triumph drivers and those 
attending the Original British Car Day at Lilypons in Mary-
land. 

 
The sun was bright and the temperature moderate for 

Day Two of British Car Week.  The combination drew 
many British cars to the field for the show sponsored by the 
Chesapeake Chapter of the New England MG T Register.  

 
A variety of British cars of all marques were spread 

across the massive pasture at Lilypons.  CTR members at-
tending included Alfred Ames, Tara and Scott Smith, Matt 
Schipani, Richard Bohan, Erik Sulcs, Dennis Kruse, Tim 
Cornish, Lionel Mitchell and Stephen Oertwig. 

 
Triumphs were a strong force and parked together for 

the show.  The majority of Triumphs were TR6s with the 
Spitifire and GT6 class coming out strong.  

 
Lionel Mitchell had the lone TR7 at OBCD, and was 

paired with a TR8 for the class. There were many TR2s and 
TR3s, but not one Stag appeared.  

 
There was a class for Triumph vintage and variants, but 

the field was empty.  A Triumph 10 and Acclaim were dis-
played with miscellaneous British cars.  The 10 and Ac-
claim seemed to attract more attention than the other Tri-
umphs. 

 
Winners have not been posted on the OBCD website.  

Results will be reported when available. 

Richard Bohan brought his TR6 out for the OBCD 

A rare Triumph 10 made an appearance  

Above:  Dennis Kruse at OBCD 
Left:  Yes, it is a Triumph.  This Triumph Acclaim was shown at 

the Original British Car Day June 1 at Lilypons 
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Erik Sulcs logs in as a CTR member at the OBCD at Lilypons 

Tara and Scott Smith show their TR6 June 1 at the Original 
British Car Day at Lilypons, Adamstown, Maryland.  It was 

wonderful weather for a drive during British Car Week.  Tara 
and Scott joined other CTR members for a great show.  



Autocrossing: 
Slipping and A-Sliding 

Around the Cones 
Lionel Mitchell 
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Ed Chan and company (Capital Driving Club - CDC) always 
do a great job of running their autocross events, and their event 
on May 25th at Waldorf was no exception.  Ed made a special 
appeal to local classic car clubs to come out to this event.  Disap-
pointingly, there were only four Triumphs and a lone Jaguar in 
attendance.  But that’s better than usual when there are only one 
or two Triumphs, or none at all.  So, there we were, five classics 
among a total field of 102 cars.  There was another TR7 at the 
event, but that un-named person did not participate. :( 

 
The autocross event was held at the Blue Crab baseball stadi-

um.  The course was set-up in the parking lot.  This is the largest 
lot available to CDC.  Ed and company run these events very 
efficiently.   It was amazing how quickly they got all these cars 
through the course.  Because this course is very large, it was pos-
sible to have two cars on the course at the same time.  Also be-
cause of the size, faster cars were favored. 

 
The CDC events are organized into heats, or groups of cars.  

This event had three heats.  Participants in each heat get three 
runs in the morning and three in the afternoon.  Participants have 
to work on the course part of the time when they’re not driving.  
This usually amounts to an hour over the morning and afternoon 
and is usually spent picking up cones that drivers have knocked 
over in their runs.  CDC has timing equipment to record times.  
They record all times and post them on their web site. 

 
In addition to me in my ’73 TR6, Rob Thomson was there in 

his ’73 TR6.  Glenn Minucci was there in his 1980 TR7, and of 
course Ed Chan was in his ’73 TR6. In addition to our Triumphs, 
John Larson was there in his 1977 Jaguar XJ6C.  Levels of auto-
cross preparation varied, but each car had some performance-
oriented tweaks which made them anywhere from slightly better 
than stock to light years ahead.  Brief summaries of upgrade are 
given below (please excuse any inaccuracies). 

 
Non-stock performance improvements on my TR6 are mainly 

related to handling.  The only engine improvements are a fast 
road cam of unknown variety and K&N air filters.  Cylinder head 
compression ratio is stock, as is the exhaust system.  In the han-
dling department, my car has stiffer and lower road springs, Nyl-
atron bushings, front Spax shocks, Goodparts front and rear anti-
sway bars, aluminum steering mounts, and a Quaiff limited slip 
differential.  I have adjustable trailing arm mounts for changing 
rear camber, but I have them set to stock.  Additionally, I have R-
compound autocross tires (Kumho) on 16x7 Panasport wheels. 

 
Rob’s TR6 has mostly engine improvements.  He has non-

rubber bushings, but he only has the stock front anti-sway bar.  

He has all-season tires on 16x7 Rota wheels. While his exhaust 
system is completely  stock, his engine has several tweaks.  Com-
pression ratio has been raised, and Goodparts GP2 cam and high 
ratio (1.65:1) roller rockers are installed. 

 
Ed Chan’s TR6 is purpose-built for autocross.  He has many 

tweaks to the engine, which include GP2 cam, higher compres-
sion, Mega-Squirt electronic fuel inject, and MSD ignition firing 
unit.  Exhaust system is a 6-into-1 header with Monza free flow 
mufflers.  There are probably other tweaks that I’m not aware of.  
He uses Jaguar XJ6 upper ball joints on the front for increased 
castor and aluminum blocks between the a-arms and frame for 
increased negative camber.  The interior was stripped out and top 
frame removed, and the fenders, trunk, and hood are fiberglass 
making the total weight only 2080 lbs (about 200 pounds lighter 
than stock). 

 
As far as I know, the engine, exhaust, and suspension on 

Glenn’s TR7 is stock; however, he is running Toyo autocross 
tires on stock alloy wheels. 

 
John Larson’s Jaguar XJ6C has been prepared for autocross-

ing.  His engine is stock except for induction.  He replaced the 
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Stromberg carbs with three big honkin’ SUs – the same carbs 
form the early E-types.  In stiffing the chassis department, he has 
triangular braces in the engine bay and front and rear anti-sway 
bars.  John has polyurethane bushings, lower springs, and stiffer 
shocks.  He also has performance tires on alloy wheels.  His Jag 
weighs in at about two tons. 

The results from the autocross are posted on the CDC web 
page, but here is a summary.  Of the four drivers of Ed’s TR6, 
Joe Seward had the fastest time of 40.8. Ed Chan put in a nice 
42.3 seconds.  Rob's best time was 45.40 seconds; my best time 
was 45.49.  John Larson’s Jag best time was 50.07, just edging 
out Glenn’s TR7 time of 50.2.   Our times were not at the bottom.  
These times compared very favorably to the modern cars.  FTD 
(Fastest Time of Day) was around 39 seconds (Cobra replica – 
big V8 with Hoosier racing tires). 

 

Conclusion: handling makes up for power and weight to a 
certain extent.  But participating in autocross is not just about 
being faster than someone else.  To paraphrase Ed Chan: The run 
times don't really matter; just have fun and improving your driv-
ing ability comes automatically.  Charlie Brown always said he 
was there just to improve on his own times.  I find that’s a good 
philosophy – in each successive run, see if you can figure out 
how to shave tenths or even hundredths of seconds off your time. 

 
It’s also rewarding to see the respect that we get from the 

younger guys.  I read a comment on the CDC autocross forum 
about “all those bad TR6s” - even those guys in the modern cars 
respect us!  Ed Chan also heard comments about our classics.  He 
said: “It was great to not only see the Triumphs there, but also 
John Larson in his Jaguar XJ6C run the event.  Many people 
loved to see his car, and even more were impressed to see it run-
ning at the autocross.” 

 
Ed is very generous in sharing his TR6 at these events.  He 

has offered to swap TRs for comparison (kind of like the MG test 
drive event but at an autocross).  

 
He also suggested that Rob and I have a rematch with Rob at 

a future CDC autocross since our times were so close.  He sug-
gests to equalize things a bit, we could trade cars from the morn-
ing to afternoon runs, and compare who is the better driver.  
Then, we could each have a run in his TR6.  Having driving his 
TR6 before, I can tell you it’s a hoot. 

 
I know I sound like a broken record, but .... you're missing a 

lot of fun by not participating. Check out CDC’s web site at 
www.capitaldrivingclub.com. 

Previous page top:  Ed Chan and the CDC crew keeping the 
autocross operatng efficiently and safely 

Bottom:  John Larson’s Jaguar XJ6C 
 

This page top left:  Lionel Mitchell’s TR6 
Center left:  Rob Thomson’s TR6 

Bottom left:  Glenn Minucci’s TR7 
Top right:  Joe Seward in Ed Chan’s TR6 
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CTR Members Turn 
Out for GYHESSD  

Stephen Oertwig 

Capital Triumph Register members turned out May 31 
for “Get Your Hands Ever So Slightly Dirty” at the garage 
of Fred Mittelman and Diane Page.  

 
Fred was a very active member of CTR before passing 

away in December 2013.  Fred’s wife, Diane Page, has 
their TR3A and wanted to clean out the garage to make 
more space for the Triumph.   

 
Eleven members turned out to help Diane sort, vacuum 

and dispose of various tools, cleaning supplies and maga-
zines.  Helping were Rich Wilkins, Lionel Mitchel, Bob 
Fox, Bill Goodwin, Pete Philips, Bruce Hislop, Tom Burke, 
Stephen and Ho Yong Oertwig, Steele Lipe, and Alan Sti-
ley. 

 
It turned out to be a mini-garage sale as duplicate and 

unneeded items were displayed in the driveway.  Most CTR 
members found something to augment their Triumph 
maintenance collection at a reasonable price. 

 
Diane served a lunch for everyone after the garage was 

organized.  Members had time to talk about a variety of 
topics from American culture to Triumph history. 

Diane Page’s and Steele Lipe’s TR3s at the 
GYHESSD session 

Bill Goodwin and Bruce Hislop check the operation of a torque 
wrench after helping Diane Page organize Fred's Garage at the 

Get Your Hands Ever So Slightly Dirty session May 31. CTR 
members enjoyed discovering the treasures in the garage. 

CTR members examine excess tools and supplies 
Fred Mittelman had used on his TR3. 



(Continued on Page 10) 
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Adventures with the 
TR3 

as a Daily Driver 
Diane Page 

Diane Page directs Rich Wilkins and Lionel Mitchell while 
Alan Stiley and Bruce Hislop look on from a safe distance 

Due to a set of circumstances beyond my control, I re-
cently enjoyed a two-week period of using the Page-
Mittelman TR3 as my daily driver, including the always-
challenging, twice-daily commute between Arlington and 
Southwest DC to get to my federal bureaucrat workweek 
lair. 

 
You see, daughter #2 scored a summer theater intern-

ship. She’s at UArts in Philly, but the production is in 
Swarthmore. The theater generously offered her gas money 
to ferry herself and the actors back and forth. The thespi-
ans, delicate creatures that they are, did not hesitate to com-
plain about the AC in her ’98 Civic, which has never really 
worked since we bought it used for her. 

 
Through a complex series of car-exchange transactions 

(akin to the cannibals and missionaries crossing the river 
exercise) she ended up with my Prius in Philly, the Civic 
ended up with Rob Carter of R&R Motors for AC surgery, 
and all I had left was the TR. 

 
Overall, it was a blast to drive, and had the effect of me 

arriving at work with a large grin on my face, a highly unu-
sual sight, particularly before I get to the coffee machine. 
There were a few minor incidents, however . . . 

Getting back in the car in a store parking lot, I noticed 
the driver seat was a little wobbly in its tracks. No problem, 
I pulled on the floor lever to adjust the seat. And the lever 
came off in my hand. After rooting around with my face 
under the seat and my booty in the air, I realized there was 
a bolt or pin thingy missing and I couldn’t reattach it. The 
remainder of the trip to the office was a demonstration of 
the laws of physics – every time I punched down the clutch, 
the seat slid back in its tracks, unimpeded, until I could no 
longer reach the pedals, and I had to grab the steering wheel 
and pull myself forward. Every time I started from a stand-
ing stop, the seat slid back, and I had to grab the steering 
wheel . . . you get the picture.  This situation is called “How 
to do aerobic and strength training exercises while driving 
your TR.” I remedied it by stuffing my briefcase behind the 
seat for the ride home and every commute thereafter.  

 
Over the weekend, I headed out to pick up the dogs 

from doggie boarding school. I was halfway down the street 
before I realized, “Hey, I have the top up but I have no win-
dows. If Sox sees a friendly person, he will not hesitate to 
jump out to go visit them. And if Mischief sees a squirrel, 
all hell will break loose and she will also be out the win-
dow.” Back to the garage. Where the heck are the side cur-
tains? Ah, here they are. How the heck do I attach them? 
Oops, I don’t think I was supposed to do that to the door 
upholstery. I’ll just attach the one and fend off any dog ex-
its on the driver’s side with my arm. The smaller dog was 
placed on the parcel shelf and firmly ordered to sit. The 
larger dog was placed in the passenger seat and firmly or-
dered to sit. Success!  We made it home with the same 
number of passengers as when we started.  

 
Meanwhile, my favorite parking spot in the office gar-

age was becoming easily identifiable by the attractive pat-
tern of oil drips and splotches. The TR was leaving its 
mark. Word got around and automotive spectators began 
making pilgrimages to P2 to view the car. Then they would 
stop by my office and talk about their cars, and such things 
as replacing heads and fabricating rocker panels. I would 
nod knowingly and say “Um-hmmm, Um-hmmm.”  

 
Things were going swell until I was barreling up Per-

shing Drive, almost home one day, and the rear view mirror 
succumbed to a week and a half of vibrations and fell off 
onto the passenger seat. No problem. I still had side mir-
rors, didn’t I? And it is amazing how far you can actually 
turn your head when you are changing lanes and your life 
depends on it.  This situation is called “Neck extension yo-
ga while driving your TR.”  



TR3 as a Daily Driver Continued from  Page 9 

CTR Name Badges.  We will place our next order 
for CTR name badges on July 31st.  The badges are plas-
tic, about 1 inch by 3.5 inches, and have a pin back.  
They are gold with the CTR logo and your name in 
black.  If you’re interested, the badges are $5.00 each.  
To order, please pay by cash or a check made out to the 
“Capital Triumph Register.”  Contact Art Fournier at 
artfournier@comcast.net or 410-535-0690 to order.  
Specify exactly how you want your name to appear. 
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I confess I was relieved as the end of workweek two 
approached. Until, that is, I was headed south on 395 in 
heavy traffic and had to downshift to get off at the Wash-
ington Boulevard exit. And. The. Car. Would. Not. Go. In-
to. First.  Grind, grind. Panic. Try other gears. Grind, grind. 
Panic. Whew! Got it into second.  Emergency email to Rob 
at R&R. I was instructed to engage the clutch, shift into 
second, and then into first. Worked like a charm as the TR 
repeated its “I don’t like first” antics at random inconven-
ient intervals. 

 
Fortunately, the Civic’s AC was now functioning (or at 

least as good as it was going to get), so I pointed the TR in 
the direction of Sterling and R&R Motors to get it some 
much-needed mechanic TLC.  

 
Unfortunately, I forgot to check the weather report in 

advance of the total, Noah’s Ark-like downpour on the Dul-
les Toll Road. Side curtains were safely stowed in my gar-
age in Arlington. Undeterred, I turned on the TR’s pitiful 7 
inch wipers and forged ahead. I found a rag on the floor 
with which I alternately swabbed the foggy windshield and 
wiped rivulets of rain off the passenger compartment. “I’ve 
got this,” I thought, just as a large SUV passed me close by 
on the driver’s side and a tsunami came over the door and 
soaked me from shoulder to seat.  

 
Well, I’ve learned a lot about driving the TR, mostly 

that stuff will happen and you have to be flexible and main-
tain a sense of humor. And to my surprise, I’ve already de-
cided that as soon as it’s back from the shop, I’ll be driving 
it to work again. Despite all the unexpected bits, it still was 
a blast and I still have a big grin on my face.  



CTR Members 
Participate in 

“Wheels for Meals” 
Charity Car Show 

Steve Mumma 

The Vintage Triumph 
Register was founded in 1974 and 
is dedicated to the maintenance, preserva-
tion and enjoyment of the Triumph 
marque.  Membership benefits include a bi
-monthly magazine, The Vintage Tri-
umph.  To join, send $35 for a one-year 
US membership to: 
 
The Vintage Triumph Register 
PO Box 655 
Howell, MI 48844 
 
Or go to the Vintage 
Triumph Register 
website, www.vtr.org, 
for additional information  and a member-
ship application. 
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On May 17th the first annual “Wheels for Meals” chari-
ty car show was held at the Gainesville United Methodist 
Church in Gainesville, Virginia.  Registration fees and 
spectator cash contributions as well as several hundreds of 
pounds of non-perishable food items donated by spectators 
benefited the Haymarket Regional Food Pantry.  Through-
out the year the food pantry serves over 300 families in the 
Haymarket area, and the demand grows this time of year as 
school lets out for the summer.  Having participated and 
volunteered in many such events, sometimes it is easy to 
forget that these car shows are just not for displaying our 
vintage automobiles, but are very worthy and charitable 
events to the benefit of our local communities.    

 
Being its first annual event, it was well attended by 

many folk who enjoyed the live music, food and raffles.  
Roughly 45 high quality cars were on display, ranging from 
a 1957 Chevrolet Belair to a 1949 Ford Custom, a 1969 
Volkswagon Type III Squareback to a 2010 Ford Mustang 
GT500, and much in between including a hook and ladder 

fire truck, HUMMVs, and of course, what would a classic 
car show be without a few LBCs?  

 
Participating in the show were Tim Shalvey, Lionel 

Mitchell, Rich Wilkins and Steve Mumma, one of the event 
organizers.  There were six judging categories with awards 
made in each class to the winner and runner up. They were 
the Antique-Domestic, Antique-Foreign, Domestic-Classic, 
Foreign-Classic, Future Classic, Hot Rod and Pastor’s 
choice.  The Church youth, with the oversight of adult vol-
unteers performed the judging.  It was amazing to see the 
youth so involved in the event, including food sales, park-
ing and especially the judging.   By the way, the CTR had a 
very good showing in the competition with Rich Wilkins 
taking first place in the Antique-Foreign class with his 
1959 Triumph TR3A, Tim Shalvey taking first place in the 
Foreign-Classic class with this 1973 Triumph TR6, and 
Lionel Mitchell taking second place in the Foreign-Classic 
class with his 1976 Triumph TR7 Buzz Bomb.   



 Cuban Classic 
Cars in 2014 

Stetson Tinkham 
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Since the Kennedy Administration, the United States 
has embargoed trade with, and travel to, Cuba. Recently, 
travel to Cuba has become possible by obtaining a “license” 
from the U.S. Department of the Treasury.  Recently, my 
wife and I traveled to Cuba on an education license, issued 
for “people-to-people” study.  Our trip was organized 
through the Alumnae Association of Mount Holyoke Col-
lege, using a travel firm (they have the Treasury li-
cense).  We spent a week visiting Havana and several out-
lying provinces, interacting with local people, including 
musicians, farmers, and artists.  We saw people working 
together to improve their poor urban neighborhoods, to run 
an activity center for the elderly, and to provide art, music, 
dancing, and other activities for Cubans with Down syn-
drome and their families. 

 
The weather was pleasant and the beaches were beauti-

ful, but this was not a pleasure trip.  Between interactions 
with Cuban citizens, we visited cultural and historic sites 
and learned about Cuban history since the end of Spanish 
colonial rule.  I came home with the sense that, at every 
opportunity the U.S. and Cuba had to make the right deci-
sion, we each made a bad decision, widening the rift be-
tween us, rather than bringing us closer together.  We re-
main just 90 miles apart in geography but worlds apart dip-
lomatically! 

 
On Sunday, April 13, after several unsuccessful at-

tempts to visit an automobile museum in downtown Ha-
vana, our guides surprised us with a ride around Havana in 
classic American convertibles from the pre-Castro era, 
when Cuba was a Mecca for tourists, a hotspot for night-
clubs and casinos, and when sugar cane export was the eco-
nomic engine of the country. 

 
Twenty-five members of our group and two guides 

hopped into mostly Ford and Chevrolet (1 Edsel and 1 Pon-
tiac) classic convertibles from the 1950s.  Our drivers 
snaked through old Havana, from the famous Malecon 
drive along the ocean to the ancient University, to the Plaza 
de la Revolucion.  We stopped for a group photo near the 
iconic Hotel Nacional, with the U.S. Interest Section (it 
passes for an Embassy, since we have no formal diplomatic 
relations with Cuba) and the Atlantic Ocean in the distance. 

At one stop during our Sunday morning ride, we talked 
with the owners of the cars.  They were happy to show us 
their original engines, most with original (and dented) radi-
ators, often with added electric fans, some with alternators 
in the place of the original generators.  Many had added air 
horns and compressors; a few had brake power boosters not 
unlike the one on my TR6!  Clutches for our driver’s “3 on 
the column” 1953 Chevrolet straight six are easy to obtain, 
he said.  Radiator hoses must NOT be -- his looked like it 
would fall apart if you tried to remove it!  The cars all 
looked surprisingly rust-free, but the floor pan in front of 
my passenger-side front seat was rusted through.  Paint jobs 
vary in both quantity of paint and quality of application, 
with a Caribbean preference for much brighter colors than 
GM or Ford would have offered in the ‘50s. 

 
But our drivers were proud they had kept the original 

engines in their cars.  Many Cubans, due to gasoline costs 
and to the difficulty in finding (and importing) spare parts, 
have replaced the original engines in their classic cars with 
Toyota gasoline engines or with Mitsubishi diesels.  When 
you see a ‘57 Ford or maybe a ‘59 Chevrolet Impala with 
one exhaust pipe, belching black smoke, you can be fairly 
sure it has a diesel engine (with dirty air filters!).  The mod-
ified cars lack that V8 rumble as they sit at a stoplight. 



(Continued on Page 14 

    The Standard Page 13 June 2014 

CLASSIFIED 
  

CTR assumes no responsibility for quality or condition of merchan-
dise listed herein.  All transactions resulting from listings are strictly 
between buyer and seller. 
  
NOTE: Ads for CTR members shall run on a space available basis 
for 3 issues.   To rerun, please resubmit your ad at end of  the peri-
od.   Other ads are space available only. 
 
Factory TR3 hardtop shell with window for sale:  I re-
moved the window because it is fogged up.  My plan was 
to make a new lexan window with a heat gun.  The top is in 
Springfield, VA.  I’d like to get $550 for the top.  If you're 
interested, e-mail me at capitaldriving@yahoo.com or call 
703-721-1771. 

Previous page:  1956 Ford and Che Guevera 
This page top:  At least one Edsel made it to Cuba 

Center:  Is that a 1949 Plymouth? 
Bottom:  1954 Pontiac with fender skirts and a small 

Continental Kit 



Classified (Continued from  Page 13) 
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1964 TR4 British Racing Green “Project.”  Kept in a 
home garage for 35 years. When taken out of service, it 
needed a master break cylinder and had a couple of holes in 
a rocker panel.  Over the years, the body has developed 
additional rust along the rear fenders and the left front low-
er fender, in addition to the rocker panel issue.  The side 
mirrors have broken off and there is some pitting of the 
chrome bumpers.  The interior needs much work and under 
the hood is questionable; engine has 130,000 or so miles.  
The frame is in good condition.  Wire wheels.  New rocker 
panels and top are still in their unopened boxes.  This car 
needs much TLC. $2200 OBO.  Call 301-868-1567 for de-
tails. 

1978 Triumph Spitfire for sale.  Runs strong! Location: 
Springfield VA.  This was a father / son project car before I 
bought it. The previous owners replaced the suspension and 
floor pans, installed brakes, tires, new convertible roof, and 
reupholstered the interior. Since I bought it, I have had a 
major tune up, carbs adjusted and cleaned, new brake mas-
ter cylinder, new clutch, choke cable, points, plugs, cap, 
valve adjustment, new wheel bearing, new engine mounts, 
fuel pump, battery. Flywheel and starter have been ma-
chined. New Panasonic AM/FM/CD player and speakers. 
80,000 miles.  British Racing Green with tan interior. Vir-
ginia State Inspection April 2013.  My total investment is 
$12,000; my asking price is: $5,000.  Contact: Cathy Vir-
genock Cell: 703-362-3258 

 Several Triumphs for sale:   
TR3s: 
‘60 TR3A - this car is mostly disassembled and was bought 
it in ~1989.  Pretty standard 3A, but it came with a factory 
hardtop (sans glass). 
‘57 TR 2/3 (Title says ‘58 Triu 2S) - this is my favorite car 
of the bunch.  This is a small mouth with factory overdrive 
and wire wheels.  
Both these cars are rough and ~90% complete.  To my 
knowledge neither has been in a significant accident and I 
believe the frames are solid.  Standard rust spots in floors, 
trunks, and rockers.  The following site has some pics. 
These cars are currently located in a storage facility in 
White Oak MD, about 10 min north of the Capital Beltway 
and have been garaged since we got them. 
http://s1260.photobucket.com/user/KatyOG/library/
Triumph%20TR3s?sort=3&page=1 
  
Spitfire/GT6: 
‘79 - I bought this car in New Mexico from the original 
owner and used it as a daily driver in 1995-6. When my 
wife and I moved back to MD in '96, I parked it believing I 
couldn't pass MD inspection without completing some 
work.  I did get it back on the road briefly, until a crack in 
the gas tank occurred (I have another tank).  I installed a 
full Crane electronics ignition, HI-6, PS-91, and XR-700.  I 
installed a custom bent 2" exhaust pipe starting with a kirk 
header and ending with a SuperTrapp muffler.  It has spax 
rears and kyb fronts with hybrid leaf which I made mating 
GT6 and Spitfire springs. There's a whole bunch of other 
stuff on this car and it's the only one that's not in White 
Oak, but is also garaged only it's in Davidsonville MD, 
about 10 miles east of the Capital Beltway off rt. 214.  
‘78 – We bought this car in MD in ~ 2001. At that time it 
was runnig but needed some work on the electric and hy-
draulic systems to get it on the road. We never completed 
this work and the car is still in the same condition.  This car 
came with two titles.  I can’t recall the details of why, but it 
likely had to do with the same issue I had which was MD 
inspection!  It has an overdrive, full Monza exhaust, Weber 
down draft kit, and a whole bunch of really nice stuff on 
it.  The interior is basically NEW. In my mind the only neg-
ative to this car is that it's brown!  There's one rust hole that 
I’m aware of and to any bodyman it’d be an easy fix.  All 
this car needs to be back on the road is fresh gas, a tuneup, 
and probably some new o-rings on the brakes and clutch! 
 ‘69 GT6 - This was the first car we bought.  Alas, it was 
destined for the scrapyard and was a ‘big mis-
take.’  Literally held together with Bondo, paint, fiberglass 
and a chain (to keep the rear suspension connected... of 
course!)  All that remains of this is some random parts, the 
engine (which ran nicely!) trans, and badges! 

All cars, including the GT6, have VIN plates and corre-
sponding titles.  Contact Eamon at 301-385-3778 or 
eamon0g@gmail.com 
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EVENTS 
 
All listings including  “*CTR*” are events for 
which club participation points will be awarded. 
 
Jun 27 - North Beach, MD, Farmer’s Market and Cruise In 
*CTR* 
Jul 8 - CTR  ESB Meeting 
Jul 19 - Horse Country Gallop *CTR* 
Jul 24-26 - The Roadster Factory Summer Party, Armagh, 
PA *CTR* 
TBD - CTR Picnic and BOG TGIO *CTR* 
Aug 24 - Cruisin’ for Crustaceans *CTR* 
Sep TBD - CTR ESB Meeting 
Sep 9-14 - VTR National Convention, Dobson, NC  
http://www.vtr2014.com/  *CTR* 
Oct 9-12 - 6-Pack Trials , Oxford, MS,  
http://www.2014trials.com/ 
Oct TBD - Wine tasting Tour *CTR* 
Nov TBD - T4 *CTR* 
Nov TBD - Fall Foliage Tour *CTR* 
Dec 6 - Middleburg, VA, Christmas Parade *CTR* 
Dec TBD - Holiday Party *CTR* 
Dec 9 - CTR ESB Meeting 

*** Much More to Come *** 
 

 

TRIUMPH TRIVIA:  What company currently owns 
the Triumph marque? 

BMW acquired the Triumph mark in 1994 when it pur-
chased the Rover Group.  

Deadline 
for the next issue 

of  
The Standard: 

July 11th! 
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Here are some of the cars that took part in CTR’s annual Horse Country 
Gallop, a brisk run over some of Northern Virginia’s great back roads. 

 
This year, 13 cars and 16 people took part on July 19th.  There were 

11 Triumphs (a GT6, 2 Spitfires, a TR3A, 4 TR6s, and 3 TR7s) 
along with a Jaguar XJ8 and a Porsche 911. 

 
You’ll have to wait until the August edition for more on this outstanding 

outing organized by Lionel Mitchell. 

2014 is CTR’s 
25th 

Anniversary! 



CTR Happenings 

CTR Dues Change 
 

Have we got a deal for you!  In these days of rising prices, 
CTR is lowering the cost of a two year membership from $45 to 
$40 effective August 1st.  A one year membership will remain 
$25.  This means that you will save $10 by joining or renewing 
for two years rather than annually. 

 
Why are we doing this?  All of us in CTR are volunteers 

and frankly we’re trying to make everyone’s life a bit easier.  
With more signing up for two years, there will be fewer checks 
for you to write, fewer deposits for us to make, less bookkeep-
ing, and far fewer reminders about expiring memberships.  It’s a 
winning proposition all around!  Take advantage of this great 
deal when you join CTR or renew your membership. 

 
Summer Events 

 
July 24th through 26th  will see The Roadster Factory’s 

Summer Party in Armagh, PA.  Charles Runyan reports that pre
-registrations are light this year and is considering scaling back 
this great event.  So if you’re planning to attend, sign up! 

 
On August 10th, CTR will join the MG Club for their annual 

Test Drive.  On August 16th London Auto Services will host a 
Tech Session on carburetors.  On August 24th CTR will hold its 
annual Cruisin’ for Crustaceans road tour and visit to Southern 
Maryland.  Details on each of these are in this issue of The 
Standard.  Look for evites soon. 

 
In September, we have a CTR Picnic on the 20th in addition 

to our planned participation in VTR 2014. 
 
Remember, if we don’t have your current e-mail address, 

we can’t send you evites and we can’t keep you posted on  late 
breaking changes and updates! 

 
VTR National Convention - September 9th-14th 

  
It’s not often that the VTR National Convention is as close 

as it will be this year, so we’d like to have a good turn out.  If 
you’re not already a member of the Vintage Triumph Register, 
please join and plan to participate in the 2014 VTR National 
Convention in Dobson, North Carolina.  Registrations are open 
at http://www.vtr2014.com/  and we’re told that rooms at the 
closest hotels are rapidly filling up, so don’t miss out 
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From the 
President 
By Stephen Oertwig 

      Members of the Capital Tri-
umph Register Executive Steering 
Board met July 8 to discuss how 
we can best serve you – CTR 
members. 
 
      The ESB meets every other 
month to plan short-term and long

-range events. The business agenda is full, and discus-
sion is lively. The ESB is a large group so the pace is 
lively.  You can see the list of ESB members on the 
CTR webpage at http://capitaltriumphregister.com/ctrs
-executive-steering-board. 

 
All CTR members are welcome to attend.  The 

place we need the most input is CTR events.  Since 
CTR covers Washington, D.C., Maryland, and Virgin-
ia, event locations are not limited to one’s backyard. 

 
CTR ran the Horse Country Gallop Reprise July 

19, starting in Haymarket, Virginia.  Aug. 24 is a culi-
nary treat as CTR lines up for the 21st annual Cruisin’ 
for Crustaceans in Pope’s Creek, Maryland.  

 
Technical events are in the works, as the annual 

MG-Triumph test drive.  We notify you about events 
through Evites.  We also are planning the caravan to 
the VTR convention in Dodson, North Carolina.  

 
Events are dependent on someone sponsoring the 

event. There has to be someone who can plot the 
roadmap to success.  The ESB welcomes your ideas.   

 
Even better, we welcome someone who will step 

up to be the events coordinator.  Everyone is needed to 
keep CTR moving, wheels on the ground. 

 
Drive on, and drive often. 

CTR and BOG are on Facebook. 
 
Search Capital Triumph Register 
and Britain on the Green 
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 For the Newsletter 
  
Do you have photos in your album that show you and 

your  LBC when you both were younger?  Please share 
them with the newsletter.  Electronic copies are preferred, 
but paper copies will be scanned and returned.  Do you 
know a road in the greater National Capital region that’s a 
favorite when you exercise your LBC?  Send the location to 
share in the newsletter.  And we are always looking for arti-
cles, tech tips, and items of interest to include in the news-
letter and to share with the other members of CTR.  Keep 
those contributions coming! 
 
Save a Tree 

  
Want to save paper and receive your newsletter more 

quickly?   Contact Art Fournier about receiving your news-
letter electronically rather than by regular mail.   

 MG / TR Test Drive 
August 10th 
Charlie Scott 

The MG Club’s annual Test Drive event is scheduled 
for Sunday, August 10, 2014, from 9:00 to 12:00 in the 
Special Events Center area of Bull Run Regional Park, a 
property of the Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority, 
in Centreville, Virginia. 

 
If you’ve ever wanted to drive a classic British car … 

other than your own ... this is your opportunity to do so, 
and that opportunity is only limited by your attendance and 
whoever else attends.  We’re inviting our friends in the 
Capital Triumph Register to join us again this year.  Your 
choice of “other than your own” could include a Spitfire, 
TR6, TR7 (or whatever else the TR folks bring with them), 
in addition to a MGA, Midget, T-series, or just another 
MGB (the most commonly owned car in our Club).  Last 
year we also had present for driving a Factory Five Cobra, 
Jaguar XJ8, and Porsche 911. 

 
The way this works is, I’ll make a couple of brief open-

ing remarks to welcome everyone and explain how little 
structure there is to this event and then we’ll ask everyone 
to introduce themselves and their cars and then pair up for a 
little reciprocal driving (i.e., you drive mine, I drive yours).  
I’m certain the car I’ll bring this year is my ‘74 Midget, 
unless I do something silly and then it will be a ‘98 Volvo 
(yeah, no fun).  With my Midget, I’ll hand you the keys 
and tell you to pretend that 2nd gear is NONsynchro when 
downshifting, otherwise to enjoy the ride. 

 We’ve reserved the special events sections of the Park 
where we have about a mile and a half out and back, and 
other than the occasional non-British car we pretty much 
have the road to ourselves.  There is a speed limit so we 
won’t be racing up and down the road, but rather a chance 
to work through the gears in a car similar to, but ultimately 
different than, your own.  Please make sure you have proof 
of insurance in your car -- just in case anyone asks (like 
someone in law enforcement) because we told the park that 
ALL of the cars will be legally licensed and registered 
(hence insured) to drive on public roads. 

 
To get to Bull Run take exit 52 off I-66 and go approxi-

mately 2 miles South on Route 29.  Turn left on Bull Run 
Post Office Road and follow the signs to the Special Events 
Center – we’ll be set-up in an area just off the main road so 
look for a growing collection of classic British cars. 

 
If you have any questions you can reach me at 

seescott@cox.net or 703-863-8707, and at that number the 
day of the event.  CTR members should look for an evite or 
contact Art Fournier for additional information.   Look for-
ward to seeing you there! 
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London Auto  
Tech Session 

August 16th 

London Auto Services has agreed to host a tech session 
on Saturday, August 16th.  The main topic will be carbs - 
overhauling, tuning, and troubleshooting.  They will have 
samples of damaged carbs that need repair for hands on 
discussion.  Additionally, they are willing to use a CTR 
member’s TR6 to conduct a review of areas of concern. 

 
The session will run from 9:30 until noon.  Coffee and 

donuts will be provided.  At the end of the session, we’re 
invited to a cookout (hamburgers and hotdogs) with some 
refreshments.  London Auto Services is located at 7718 Lee 
Highway in Falls Church, Virginia. 

 
Look for an evite as the event draws nearer or contact 

John Buescher for additional information. 

Please join us on Sunday, August 24th, for 
CTR’s 21st annual Cruisin’ for Crustaceans tour.  
This year we’ll travel over country roads to Capt 
Billy’s Crab House in Pope’s Creek, Maryland via pleasant 
Southern Maryland backroads. 

  
Capt Billy’s is located by the Potomac River in south-

ern Charles County.  Steamed crabs will (hopefully) be 
available for those who enjoy the Maryland summer tradi-
tion of picking crabs.  Prices vary with availability, but 
were running $40 per dozen in mid July.  We will be sitting 
inside – there is something to be said for air conditioning in 
August!  Separate checks have been arranged. 

  
We will use the same rendezvous point that we did last 

year, the Shell station at the intersection of Route 301 and 

 Cruisin’ for 
Crustaceans 

August 24th 
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the Marlboro Pike in Upper Marlboro, Maryland.  (From 
the Beltway, take Exit 11 and go southeast on Route 4 
(Pennsylvania Avenue) to Route 301 in Upper Marlboro.  
Take Route 301 north toward Baltimore and go just over a 
half mile to the Marlboro Pike (Route 725), the second traf-
fic light.  The Shell station will be on your left.  There are 
also a Dunkin’ Donuts, McDonalds and Texaco station at 
the intersection, so facilities, gas, and donuts should 
abound!) 

   
Our route this year will cover just under 50 miles and 

will take about an hour and twenty minutes to run.  We’ll 
meet at 10:15 and get on the road no later than 10:30.  
Please let Art Fournier – artfournier@comcast.net  or 410-
535-0690 – know if you’ll be attending no later than Au-
gust 20th in order to give the restaurant a headcount.  Look 

for an evite as we get closer.  We hope to see you 
at what is one of CTR’s most long standing and 
best-attended annual events! 

CTR Picnic 
September 20th 

Bill and Carol Goodwin have volunteered to host a CTR 
picnic at their home in Bryantown, Maryland, on Saturday, 
September 20th.  The event will be a picnic open to all CTR 
members, family, and friends as well as a belated BOG 
TGIO and an offer to use Bill’s cavernous garage for a pro-
ject if anyone is interested.  And it will be an opportunity 
to check up on the restoration status of Bill’s blue Herald.  
Several of us will have recently returned from VTR 2014, 
so it will be a chance to share tales of the experience with 
those who didn’t make the trip. 

 
Plan on arriving around 11:30.  Bring something to 

share, a side dish or dessert, for example.  You might also 
bring a folding chair in your Triumph’s boot (or in your 
Triumph support vehicle’s trunk).  Look for more infor-
mation as we get closer. 

Personal Triumphs:  
Scott Thomson’s GT6 

This is my 1970 Triumph GT6.  I am 15 years old and 
have had it for about two years, after purchasing it in An-
nandale, Virginia.  I had been looking for a GT6 to add to 
the family collection of Triumphs for many years.  I am an 

excited second owner of the GT6. The car had been sitting 
in a garage since 1986 so it has minimal rust.  The car had 
not run in about 28 years and my older brother and I got it 
running with surprisingly minimal effort.  After observing 
the transmission and motor, I am now beginning my resto-
ration.  My plans are to have a Group 44 GT6 clone car.  I 
plan to have the car completely finished for my senior year 
in high school. 

Scott Thomson at the wheel of his GT6 with his father 
Sandy Thomson looking on from the passenger seat. 



Redoing Your 
Own Interior 

RJ Fortwengler  
and Lionel Mitchell 
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Editor’s Note:  Last fall RJ Fortwengler and Lionel 
Mitchell collaborated on a presentation at the T4 on how 
to do your own interior and upholstery work.  The session 
was in preparation for their planned winter projects.....for 
RJ the complete replacement of the interior of his MGB 
GT and for Lionel the renewal and reinstallation of the 
interior of his original owner maple TR6 undergoing a 
frame off restoration. 
 
Let’s check in and see how they did. 
 
LM  I think we did pretty well and proved the proposition 
that you can do it yourself......with a little help from your 
friends!  RJ and I decided to buddy up and do our projects 
together.  There are many times when an extra set of hands 
is needed, not to mention lending each other moral support 
as you are ready to cut into your new (and expensive) inte-
rior kit.  We were able to backstop each other on our meas-
urements and methods.........there was a lot of “each of us 
measured twice, cut once”! 
 
RJ  It was fun!  We set up a comfortable work space in my 
heated garage and worked 2 or 3 days a week thru the snow 
and cold of winter.  It’s best to have room to spread 
out.....we had 2 large work tables padded with blankets, a 
tool table, and an area covered with cardboard for spraying 
glue.  We used virtually every flat surface in the garage to 
lay out our upholstery, foam, frames, carpet, panels, etc. 
 
LM  As we said at the T4, all you need to do your interior 
is a good work space and the common hand tools we all 
have in our garage. You’ll need a variety of sizes of flat and 
Phillips head screwdrivers, a couple of awls, a drill with 
metal bits, a selection of scissors (very important), a ham-
mer and a rubber mallet, sharpie marking pens, razor blades 
and utility knives, a straight edge/yard stick/ruler, masking 
and duct tape, needle-nosed and heavy pliers, a scraper/
putty knife, and socket and open end wrenches.  And glue – 
a good quality upholstery spray adhesive.  Thanks to a tip 
from my wife, Nancy, and her discount coupons, we were 
able to stock up on a good quality spray adhesive from a 
fabric store.  A couple of tips: it will take more than you 
think, and some glues are more toxic than others.  Because 
we were working in the dead of winter, the coldest part, we 

did not have the luxury of having a well-ventilated work 
space.  The spray adhesive we chose did not have meth-
ylene chloride or other very toxic chemicals.  So, we were 
able to use it with the garage doors closed.  It was more 
expensive than some types, but worth the extra cost. 
 
RJ  We stocked up on piles of newspaper, dry cleaning 
bags, and squares of cardboard to protect surfaces as we 
worked.  Large document clips turned out to be perfect for 
holding vinyl stretched over seat frames while the glue 
dried.   A flashlight and a camera to document your work is 
also a great idea. 
 
Ed.  How did you get started? 
 
RJ  The first step is disassembly.  Lionel’s TR6 interior 
had been taken out and stored years ago when he began his 
restoration.   I methodically ripped out the interior of the 
MG taking lots of photos, making drawings and notes, and 
bagging and tagging all hardware.  You will have a variety 
of clips, screws, hooks, bolts, nuts, washers, handles, 
springs..........don’t throw them all in one bag!  Be sure not 
to mix right and left side parts because they are different.  
Only take one seat apart at a time so you have one to com-
pare to.  And don’t throw anything away until you are all 
done......you never know if you may have to reuse some-
thing plus, your old parts are invaluable as templates for 
cutting new parts or lining up and drilling hardware attach-
ment points.    
 
LM  We decided to tackle rebuilding the seats first so we 
laid out and matched up all the new foam, diaphragms, and 
seat covers to the old ones and the frames, keeping careful 
track of right and left sides.  I was pleasantly surprised to 
find virtually all the materials and notes I had saved when 
taking the car apart were all there.  It's also worth noting 

Seat frame and diaphragms 
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that we both found the fit and construction of the interior 
kits we purchased to be excellent (I used Roadster Factory 
materials and RJ sourced his from Victoria British).  We 
also both found the do-it-yourself brochures from VB to be 
excellent guides on the steps of gluing the foam to the 
frames and installing the seat cover kits.  They give tips on 
stretching the covers over the frames and how to make sure 
they fit snugly without any wrinkles.  The brochures are 
available for specific models.  While they are written spe-
cifically for VB foam and seat cover kits, the steps are the 
same.  I did have to improvise in one area – my TRF foam 
kit did not have foam for the head rests.  Using the old head rest as a guide, I constructed the appropriate foam forms by 

gluing layers of foam together and trial fitting the covers, 
then trimming/sculpting where necessary to get a smooth 
fit. 
 
RJ  The seat frames were given a rattle can freshening 
while they were stripped down.  Next we stretched new 
rubber diaphragms and glued new seat foam to the frames.  
Lionel decided to add heated seats for those crisp fall drives 
so the heating element was placed into the seat foam bot-
tom and back on the TR seats.  Steve Mumma described 
installation of seat heaters a couple of years ago in an arti-
cle.  We established a rhythm dry fitting until satisfied, then 
stretching, gluing, and clipping the seat covers one edge at 
a time (alternating between seats) as the glue set up.  While 
the seat covers were very well fitted they still required a lot 
of smoothing and finessing to be sure the seams were 
straight and patterns aligned.  We also found it helpful to 
tape down any bulges in the foam and the edges of the 
frame to prevent showing through the seat cover.  One tip 
(from the VB instruction brochures) on getting the seat 
back covers over the foam is to use dry-cleaner bags over 
the foam.  This allows the covers to slide over more easily. 
 
LM  We completed the seat reassembly with the installa-

Document (binder) clips 

Homemade headrest foam  
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tion of the recline and slide adjustment handles, tilt lock, 
and seat tracks. 
 
Ed.  So the seats are done, what about the rest of each of 
your interiors? 
 
LM  With the seats done and the other interior components 
on hand the interior is ready to be sequenced for installa-
tion.  As you can imagine there are lots of items that need 
to go in first.  Currently I’m working on the dash and elec-
trical wiring, and soon I hope to begin assembly of the 
doors including the window regulators and glass, door latch 
and handles, and the dreaded window seals.  I did glue in a 
new dash top.  This has to be done with the windshield out 
but after the installation of the metal dash.  After that I in-
stalled the wooden dash, but that was in sequence with in-
stalling the gauges, not to mention all the wiring behind the 
dash.  Because I had my painter spray on Lizard Skin sound 
and heat insulation in the cockpit, I won’t be installing Dy-
nomat or foil-backed insulation.  I do have to glue thin 
foam padding over the wheel arches and then glue the vinyl 
trim over the foam.  The door panels and parcel area panel 
are fastened directly to the metal.  My carpet set from TRF 
came with padding which is installed dry (no adhesive).  
The carpet has a few strategically-located snaps to the 
floor, or is otherwise held in place by the seats and dash 
support.  The TR6 interior trim is very simple. 

RJ  The MG interior is done!  After completing the seats 
with Lionel, I turned to the rest of the interior.  With every-
thing stripped down I got a roll of sound and heat insula-
tion from JC Whitney and put it everywhere I could reach. 
One at a time I began to replace the kick panels, toe panels, 
front and rear floor carpets, wheel arch covers, back seat 
cover, spare tire well and cover, cargo floor, rocker covers, 
and the transmission tunnel carpet.  A lot of patience was 
required..........there are no less than 22 individual carpet 
pieces alone in the MGB GT interior! I reinstalled the con-
sole, stereo, shift boot, and put in a new dash top to cover 
the sun-cracked old one.  
 
The last thing was to replace the rubber window seals in the 
doors.  I know some of you have done this successfully 
with the window in place, but on the MG I had to remove 
the window and regulator to get those damned clips in 
place (7 per side).  I then popped on the new door panels 
and rear sail panels (that finish the inside of rear roofline) 
and the interior was done. 
 
Ed.  So what final advice would you give for someone thinking 
about doing their own interior? 
 
LM  Doing this project with RJ worked extremely well in 
terms of accomplishing the task.  However, the camarade-
rie was even better.  Each day after our work sessions, we 
shared a few beers and snacks while we watched car pro-
grams on the Velocity channel.  This is a great paradigm 
for any car project.  As far as advice on recovering seats 
goes, take your time and do steps over if you’re not satis-
fied with the results - AMHIK.  Buy good quality materials 
and supplies, have the right tools on hand, and get the VB 
brochure or other instructions and follow the steps closely. 
 
RJ  Just do it!  And get a CTR friend to help. 

RJ with his finished seats 

One of Lionel’s completed 
seats 
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The “R” Column  
Bill Goodwin 

As most of you know, Carol and I left for England on 
the Tuesday after BOG.  Arrived on Wednesday morning at 
Peter Wenzel’s house in Bishops Stortford.  Waiting in his 
driveway was our Triumph Dolomite “DollyRoo.”  Two 
days checking the car over and some shopping.   

Friday morning following Peter in his Spitfire we head-
ed south for the ferry at Southampton to the Isle of Wight.  
The first weekend of each May, the Triumph Sports Six 
Club (TSSC) holds its IOW camping weekend.  This year 
was the 25th anniversary and is the second time for me and 
Carol’s first.  The event is held at the Appuldurcombe camp 
site in Ventnor.  This is a big site.  Plenty of space for tent-
ing, motorhomes and over 40 house trailers.  NO!  Carol 
and I did not camp.  We went in with Chris & Linda Allen 
and rented a nice 3-bed, 2-bath tailor for a week.  Peter was 
in another with me ole mate Ashley Mills and his family.  

The trailers come complete with everything except towels 
and food.  Very clean and they are replaced often.  There is 
an onsite BAR!  Along with everything one would expect 
form any large and upscale camping park.  The park is part 
of the Appuldurcombe Estate.  The estate is a working farm 
and tourist attraction. The main manor house suffered ma-
jor damage during WWII, but one can visit the rest of the 
estate.  We were joined Friday by about 120 other club 
members who brought 65 Triumphs.  That evening after 
unpacking, greetings, dinner off to the PUB.   

 
Saturday morning we all lined up for a caravan drive 

across the island including the Famous ZIG ZAG road 
around and through the town of Ventnor.  This road has 
some of the sharpest corners of any I have driven, including 
the Alps.  Most of the road is up and down very steep hills 
with many 180 degree turns!  Thankfully, it’s one way.  
After more island roads we stopped for the afternoon at 
Robin Hill Park.  Plenty of attractions here.  Saturday even-
ing back to the PUB after dinner.  The club provided a live 
DJ, so the party was on till the wee hours.    

 
Sunday morning another line up and off for a drive 

around the island this time ending at the Appuldurcombe 
main site.  All the cars parked in front of the old manor 
house.  Toured the estate and farm.  Next was a Falcon, 
Eagle and Buzzard show.   Yes, I said Buzzard; did not 
know you could train them.  This was one of the best I have 
seen and the host could not have been better in his banter.   
Sunday evening each year the club hosts a Pig Roast.  Big 
Pig On A Spit.  Plenty for all with salad, potatoes, bread 
and the like.  Then yup, you know, back to the PUB.  An-
other live DJ, this time from the Caribbean.  Much dancing, 
even me.  There was a raffle and I won a small Kodak cam-
era.  Last thing that evening was a typical English Pub 
Quiz.   

 
Monday most off back home so was time to say good-

bye to some of the many good friends Carol and I have met 

DollyRoo with a 
CTR windshield sticker 

Zig Zag Road 
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in the past trips over the pond.   A few of us stayed the rest 
of the week till Friday.  We spent the time touring the is-
land.  Up to the Needles, a rock outcrop and old fort pro-
tecting the island.  One day Carol and the girls went to the 
Osborne House where Queen Victoria’s family lived, us 
men went pub hunting.  Only down side, weather: chilly 
with some rain but for the most part it was not all that bad.  
Oh the wind, and I mean wind on some days. 

 
Friday morning back to the ferry and the mainland.   

Arriving back in Southampton (major sea port) docked 
were the, QEII, Queen Mary, and the Queen Victoria.  Left 
the port for Hove, a suburb of Brighton and the home of 
our friends Clive, Jill Senior and family.  They put us up 
for three days.   

 
Saturday we went to a fantastic museum:  Amberly 

Park in Amberly.  This took the entire day to see.  The print 
shop where you could set type and print out a flyer.  They 
have one of the last working Linotype machines and they 
gave us a good look at how it worked.  If you have never 
seen one to these, they are amazing!  This thing is big.  

Other attractions, included machine shop, wheel shop, radio 
& TV shop, history of electricity in England, fire house, 
train shed and many more.   

 
Sunday while the girls went shopping, Clive and I at-

tended the TSSC’s South England Meet.  Since the weather 
was less than perfect, attendance was small but still some 
nice cars.  There were also about a dozen vendors and I 
found a part for my Blue Herald.  Again saw many of those 
I have met before.   

 
Monday off to Jason & Claudia Chinn’s in Tilehurst 

(suburb of Reading) for a two night stay.  Tuesday the four 
of us went to Windsor Castle and shopping in the town of 
Windsor.   Wednesday drove north to Stratford-on-Avon, 
home of Shakespeare.  Thursday toured the town and all of 
the attractions.  Took the open-top bus tour and the canal 
boat trip.  Another place if you have not gone, you need to.  
Friday on to Yorkshire, (we like it there) stopping in 
Holmfirth, home of “Last of the Summer Wine” TV series, 
then to Meltham.  We again stayed two nights at the Druck-
er Roo’s Hotel, an old Victorian manor converted to hotel.  
That night returned to our favorite Pub in all of England: 
The Wagon & Horses.  Mike the owner was glad to see us, 
made a few calls and some ole friends came by.  Saturday 
off to York and the Train Museum.  Entry is FREE, spent 
most of the day as it is very large with much to see.  That 
evening a fellow Club Triumph member and his family 
joined us for dinner and then to close the Wagon, again!   
Sunday back to Bishops Stortford.  Got car washed and put 
her back in the barn where she is stored.  Just in case you 
don’t know, our car is a 1972 Triumph Dolomite 1850HL 
with registration number ROO 639K.  Hence the name Dol-
lyRoo.  Dolly has done two 2,200 mile Round Britain relia-
bility Runs (RBRRs), three over 3,000 mile 10 Country 
Runs (10CRs).  Entry is in for the 2014 RBRR (my 5th) in 
October with co-drivers, Clive Senior and Peter Fern.  So I 
will be back in England in September as I plan on making 
the Oxford All Triumph show in September.   

 
A word about my Blue Herald.  Restoration is coming 

along, car at Mountjoy’s for a few simple things and to 
have the windshield and top installed.  Seats are done and 
the interior is next.   The “R” column name: I own two red 
Triumph Heralds, the RED RAG Ford convertible, and 
Dolly who is also red.  I also Roam and Ramble quite a bit.  
And after 35 years at VOA and over 50 years in radio and 
TV, I am Retired!  For more information about where we 
were just check the internet, Google any of the places not-
ed.  See you all soon. 

Appuldurcombe Manor House 

Robin Hill Park 
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The Vintage Triumph 
Register was founded in 1974 and 
is dedicated to the maintenance, preserva-
tion and enjoyment of the Triumph 
marque.  Membership benefits include a bi
-monthly magazine, The Vintage Tri-
umph.  To join, send $35 for a one-year 
US membership to: 
 
The Vintage Triumph Register 
PO Box 655 
Howell, MI 48844 
 
Or go to the Vintage 
Triumph Register 
website, www.vtr.org, 
for additional information  and a member-
ship application. 

Queen Elizabeth Visits 
the 2013 

British Motoring Festival 
in Windsor, Nova Scotia  

Sandy Thomson 
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 As some of you know, nearly 15 years ago, JoAnne 
and I and the boys moved to Maryland from Halifax, N.S.  
A more favorable tax climate and a much more favorable 
boating and Triumph climate are just a few of the reasons.  
Last summer, while our family was in Nova Scotia, I at-
tended a great British car show and also got to spend some 
personal time with none other than the Queen of Eng-
land...well ...sort of.  

The British Automobile Touring Association of Nova 
Scotia, (BATANS), hosts their annual British Motoring 
Festival in Windsor, Nova Scotia, on the beautiful grounds 
of King’s Edgehill, a private boarding school established in 
1788.  Windsor, N.S. is also the birthplace of ice hockey.  
In the early 1800s, students developed the game on a near-
by farmer’s pond named Long Pond, still owned by the 
same Dill family today.  According to novelist Thomas 
Haliburton, the game was initially called “hurley,” but 
soon became “hockey,” which was further developed in 
Montreal and has since be-
came a national pastime.  But 
back to the car show and 
Queen Elizabeth.  

 
It was a perfect 

day...temperatures in the mid
-seventies, clear sky, and cars 
were starting to roll in for the 
all-British show...not unlike 
our own Brits on the Green!  
I especially appreciated how 
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they performed the opening ceremony. They started with a 
solo of the national anthem “O Canada,” then a public ren-
dition of “God Save the Queen,” followed by acknowledge-
ments and welcome to local dignitaries and attendees by the 
club president, and finally a performance by Nova Scotia’s 
best known Town Crier in full costume. It was very well 
done and set a nice tone for the show. Queen Elizabeth was 
expected for the ceremony but was apparently running late. 

 
Someone who wasn’t late though, was Dennis Gage 

from “My Classic Car.”  He was featured as this year’s 
guest and had his film crew embedded to produce an epi-
sode for his popular TV show.  He got around to interview 
a number of car owners including my nephew, Matt Thom-
son and his 1975 Mimosa TR6 seen in the video on the TV 
show.  It was a lot of fun...my three boys, Rob, Jonathan 
and Scott, also attended and got to talk Triumphs, get pic-
tures, and hang out.  Dennis was very engaging and his 
moustache is just as long in real life! 

The show attracted a wide variety of high quality Brit-
ish cars, about a hundred and fifty, some of which were 
driven or trailered from neighboring provinces of Prince 
Edward Island and New Brunswick.  Best of Show was an 
impressive silver blue XK140 Jag.  One of the more inter-
esting cars was a very nice, very original Jenson C V8.  I 
believe it had a 383ci Chrysler V8 with Valencia blue on a 
blood-red leather interior.  Triumph was well represented as 
were MG, Jaguar, Healey, Lotus, Sunbeam and Land Rov-
er.  
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A fashion/comedy show followed performed by a local 
troupe with definite British flavor including cameos by Mr. 
Bean and Benny Hill! Caterers provided excellent Cornish 
pasties, bangers, and shortbread treats.  Very English.  
There were even Guinness flavored potato chips! 

Sometime near mid-day, there seemed to be a bit of 
commotion at the front gate and sure enough it was her 
majesty, the Queen of England.  She had finally arrived!  
When she heard that I was also in town, she asked if I 
would escort her through the grounds to inspect the Tri-
umphs.  I said sure and we hit it off immediately.  She told 
me she had a MG once but that it was, in her words, “a 
frightful nuisance” and she much preferred Triumphs!  

A road tour to a local winery brought about 40 cars 
roaring to life.  They all lined up and departed filling the 
pristine grounds with the smell of Castrol oil and the ex-
haust of over-rich carburetors.  A couple of hours later, a 
very nice banquet was held in the dining hall of the school 
where afterward, the award ceremony closed the festival.  
All in all a very nice event!  

See links below for the British Motoring Festival, My 
Classic Car episode, and King’s Edgehill School: 

 
British Motoring Festival  

http://www.bcccb.ca/B.M.F-13.htm  
 

My Classic Car – Episode 5 – British Cars in Nova Scotia  
http://www.myclassiccar.com/video/  

 
King’s Edgehill School  

http://www.kes.ns.ca/home 



EVENTS 
 
All listings including  “*CTR*” are events for 
which club participation points will be awarded. 
 
Jul 24-26 - The Roadster Factory Summer Party, Armagh, 
PA *CTR* 
Aug 10 - MG /TR Test Drive *CTR* 
Aug 16 - London Auto Tech Session *CTR* 
Aug 24 - Cruisin’ for Crustaceans *CTR* 
Aug 24 - A Taste of Britain Show, Rothsville, PA, 
mg1lanco@comcast.net 
Sep 9-14 - VTR National Convention, Dobson, NC  
http://www.vtr2014.com/  *CTR* 
Sep 16 - CTR ESB Meeting 
Sep 20 - CTR Picnic and BOG TGIO *CTR* 
Sep 20 - British Car Club of Delaware Annual Show, 
Delaware City, DE, dhenderson@wildblue.net 
Sep 20-21 - Meeting of the Marques, Carlisle, PA, http://
www.meetingofthemarques.com/ 
Sep 21 - Classics on the Green, New Kent Winery, VA, 
http://www.classicsonthegreen.com/ 
Sep 27 -  MGs on the Rocks, near Belair, MD, http://
www.mgsofbaltimore.org/ 
Sep 27 - Wings and Wheels, Topping, VA, http://
www.wingsandwheels.us/ 
Oct 9-12 - 6-Pack Trials , Oxford, MS,  
http://www.2014trials.com/ 
Oct TBD - Wine tasting Tour *CTR* 
Nov TBD - T4 *CTR* 
Nov TBD - Fall Foliage Tour *CTR* 
Dec 6 - Middleburg, VA, Christmas Parade *CTR* 
Dec TBD - Holiday Party *CTR* 
Dec 9 - CTR ESB Meeting 

*** Much More to Come *** 
 

CTR Name Badges.  We will place our next order 
for CTR name badges on July 31st.  The badges are plas-
tic, about 1 inch by 3.5 inches, and have a pin back.  
They are gold with the CTR logo and your name in 
black.  If you’re interested, the badges are $5.00 each.  
To order, please pay by cash or a check made out to the 
“Capital Triumph Register.”  Contact Art Fournier at 
artfournier@comcast.net or 410-535-0690 to order.  
Specify exactly how you want your name to appear. 
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CLASSIFIED 
  

CTR assumes no responsibility for quality or condition of merchan-
dise listed herein.  All transactions resulting from listings are strictly 
between buyer and seller. 
  
NOTE: Ads for CTR members shall run on a space available basis 
for 3 issues.   To rerun, please resubmit your ad at end of  the peri-
od.   Other ads are space available only. 
 
Factory TR3 hardtop shell with window for sale:  I re-
moved the window because it is fogged up.  My plan was 
to make a new lexan window with a heat gun.  The top is in 
Springfield, VA.  I’d like to get $550 for the top.  If you're 
interested, e-mail me at capitaldriving@yahoo.com or call 
703-721-1771. 

We Stand Corrected! 
 

In last month’s issue, this car was 
described as possibly a 1949 Plymouth.  
A sharp-eyed member  (with perhaps too 
much time on his hands) stepped forward to identify the 
car as a 1948 Ford Super Deluxe Convertible.  He further 
points out that the yellow paint is not an original Ford col-
or. 
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Ltd. or its members.  
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TRIUMPH TRIVIA:  The largest of Triumph engine 
was the 3528 cc V8 in the TR8, what was the smallest 
engine Triumph designed and produced in the post war 
years?  

The Triumph Herald originally featured a 948cc four 
cylinder engine producing just shy of 40 horsepower. 

Deadline 
for the next issue 

of  
The Standard: 
August 15th! 
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The Standard — the Triumph club newsletter that’s brave enough to put a 
MG on its cover.  JP and Ethan Puckett try out a MGC during the annual 

MG Test Drive on August 10th.   And no, seven-year-old Ethan isn’t 
driving — the MGC is RHD.  For more on the Test Drive, turn to page 6. 

2014 is CTR’s 
25th 

Anniversary! 



CTR Happenings 

Welcome CTR’s Newest Members: 
 

 Clay and Faith Hill, Clifton, VA, 1974 TR6 
 
Late Summer Events 

 
On August 24th CTR will hold its annual Cruisin’ for 

Crustaceans road tour and visit to Southern Maryland.  An 
evite has been sent out with details.  If you haven’t received 
it and would like to attend, contact Art Fournier.  This 
year’s tour will take us to Capt Billy’s in Pope’s Creek, 
Maryland.   

 
In September, we have a CTR Picnic on the 20th in ad-

dition to our planned participation in VTR 2014.  The pic-
nic will be at Bill and Carol Goodwin’s in Bryantown, Mar-
yland.  Bill has also offered his garage if anyone is interest-
ed in  tackling a technical project.  Details will be in an 
evite when we get a bit closer. 

 
On October12th there will be a double header:  the Hunt 

Country Classic sponsored by our friends in the MG club 
along with a post-show get together at Lionel and Nancy 
Mitchell’s home in Haymarket, Virginia.  Please help the 
MG club by pre-registering!  CTR always turns out in good 
numbers for this show and it makes it so much easier to 
plan a show when you have an idea of how many cars will 
be in the various classes. 

 
Remember, if we don’t have your current e-mail ad-

dress, we can’t send you evites and we can’t keep you post-
ed on  late breaking changes and updates! 

 
VTR National Convention - September 9th-14th 

  
It’s not often that the VTR National Convention is as 

close as it will be this year, so we’d like to have a good turn 
out.  If you’re not already a member of the Vintage Tri-
umph Register, please join and plan to participate in the 
2014 VTR National Convention in Dobson, North Carolina.  
Registrations are open at http://www.vtr2014.com/ and 
we’re told that rooms at the closest hotels are rapidly filling 
up, so don’t miss out 
 
Rooms for VTR 2014 
 

Speaking of rooms for VTR 2014, due to a change of 
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From the 
President 
By Stephen Oertwig 

      Triumphs are time machines.  A drive in a TR8 
took me back 33 years to when the last Triumph TR8 
rolled off the assembly line at Solihull.  It was a sad day 
when the traditional British designed and built Triumph 
vanished. 

 
The good news is there are many great Triumphs still 

on the road. The annual MG and Triumph Test Drive Au-
gust 10 was an excellent reminder that Triumphs were 
made to be driven.  I drove Tom Burke’s TR8 at the test 
drive.  It was like being on our honeymoon again.  Thank 
you, Tom. 

 
We took the 2000 to the test drive because it is not 

often people get to tour in a Triumph saloon.  The 2000 
was advertised as the four-door sports car and offered spir-
ited touring enjoyed by Triumph and MG owners alike.  

 
Thank you to all CTR members who attended. It is 

important we partner with fellow British car clubs to keep 
the legend alive. 

 
Driving events motivate us to get garage queens back 

on the road for the joy that is the heart of Capital Triumph 
Register.  If your Triumph is not ready for that drive that 
brings smiles, reach out to CTR members.  Enough people 
can rally around technical sessions to get you on the road.  
I am a beneficiary to mechanical masters, and am grateful.  

 
Everyone is focused on the Vintage Triumph Conven-

tion in Dobson, North Carolina. September 9 is CTR’s 
travel day.  Events scheduled Sept. 9 include registration, 
tech inspections for the autocross and hill climb, and 
Marty's Brew Swap that evening at the Hampton Inn-
Dobson/Shelton Vineyards. 

 
We are planning to travel as a group, and should make 

a great showing when we roll into Dobson.  There still is 
time to register.  If you are not a VTR member, join online 
now.  Membership online is $35.  If you are attending and 
not a VTR member, it will cost you $50 more.   Save the 
$15 and register online. 

 
Drive on, and drive often. 



CTR Name Badges.  We will place our next order 
for CTR name badges on August 31st.  The badges are 
plastic, about 1 inch by 3.5 inches, and have a pin back.  
They are gold with the CTR logo and your name in 
black.  If you’re interested, the badges are $5.00 each.  
To order, please pay by cash or a check made out to the 
“Capital Triumph Register.”  Contact Art Fournier at 
artfournier@comcast.net or 410-535-0690 to order.  
Specify exactly how you want your name to appear. 
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plans on the part of his extended family, Lionel Mitchell 
has two extra rooms reserved at the host hotel for VTR 
2014.  If you are interested, contact Lionel as soon as possi-
ble, but in any  case  prior to Labor Day when he will have 
to cancel the reservations. 
 
 For the Newsletter 

  
Do you have photos in your album that show you and 

your  LBC when you both were younger?  Please share 
them with the newsletter.  Electronic copies are preferred, 
but paper copies will be scanned and returned.  Do you 
know a road in the greater National Capital region that’s a 
favorite when you exercise your LBC?  Send the location to 
share in the newsletter.  And we are always looking for arti-
cles, tech tips, and items of interest to include in the news-
letter and to share with the other members of CTR.  Keep 
those contributions coming! 

 Club Pride 

Show your club pride with stunning door magnets 
proudly displaying the CTR logo. These magnets are ap-
proximately 8”x12” to fit even the smallest TR3 door!!! 
$18 for the pair - contact Patrick Carter (202-285-7031) to 
arrange delivery or pick them up at the next CTR event. 
These magnets are always a big hit at the parades in which 
CTR participates. 

 
Last December, Patrick’s Spitfire was on the front page 

of the Washington Post Style Section. The magnet was eas-
ily visible in the background of the photo of the camels at 
the Middleburg Holiday Parade.  
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What Could Have 
Been 
Bill Goodwin 

Standard Triumph made more than just the TR series of 
cars.  They also had many prototypes that never went into 
production.  Here are photos of the Triumph Fury that my 
good friend and mate Andy Cook who lives in England 
took while at the Brooklands show.   

 
To quote Andy: “Highlight of the day for me was when 

the one and only Triumph Fury turned up.  Triumph made 
only one prototype of this car which would have been 
launched instead of the TR5 if they had made it. It has 
beautiful sleek lines, one of Michelotti’s finest. It really 
looks years ahead of the TR5 and even the TR6 and I’m 
sure if it had been launched it would have sold brilliantly. 
Especially in the US with its almost Corvette Stingray type 
styling at the front.  Fury interior and rear end styling lines 

are very much part Spitfire and part MK1 Saloon.”   
 
How would you like to show up in this at say, BOG or 

Hunt Country!   While it would be put with “Triumph Oth-
er,” I would not complain when it beat out my Heralds.  
Speaking of Heralds, next time I will have some photos of 
the Herald HatchBack! 
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CTR and BOG are on Facebook. 
 
Search Capital Triumph Register and 
Britain on the Green 

 Caravan to 
VTR2014 

News of Members 

Mark Shlien’s TR6 at the Farmer’s Market and Cruise In 
in North Beach, Maryland, on August 15th 

Bill Goodwin’s 1946 CJ2A Jeep and Paul Obushon in Paul 
Edelstein’s TR8 at the Sully Plantation show on June 15th 

where Bill’s Jeep took a 2nd in class. 

Can you find the TR6 in Rich “the T” Townsend’s new garage 
in Henrico, North Carolina? 

If he can find it, he plans to join CTR at the VTR 2014 National 
Convention in Dobson in September. 

 We hope you’re going to attend the VTR 2014 National 
Convention in Dobson, North Carolina, September 12th 
through14th.  When you travel in Triumphs, there’s safety in 
numbers, so we plan to travel by convoy on Tuesday, September 
9th.  Our rendezvous point will be in Haymarket, Virginia, at the 
Walmart parking lot located on Route 55 just west of Route 15. 

 
From Haymarket we’ll work our way south on improved 

roads such as Route 29, but avoid interstate highways and very 
slow roads such as the Shenandoah and Blue Ridge Parkways.  
The object is to make reasonably good time, yet travel on reason-
ably scenic roads.  If Google Maps ™ is to be believed, the driv-
ing time from Haymarket to Dobson should be about six hours. 

 
We will meet around 8:30 AM and depart no later than 9:00 

AM – exact times will follow in an evite.  Our route master is 
Tom Burke with able assistance from Lionel Mitchell.  Contact 
Tom with any questions. 

 
Don’t forget to bring those travel essentials:  your cell phone 

and your auto club card.  You might also want to bring a selec-
tion of tools, fluids, and lubes along with replacements for any 
parts you feel might be unreliable.  (No, you can’t bring a whole 
parts car with you!)  It’s been a while since CTR has been on a 
multi-day trip, so this should be fun!  We’ll see you on Septem-
ber 9th! 



MG / Triumph 
Test Drive 

August 10th 
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Each year the local MG club (more formally known as 
the MG Car Club Washington DC Centre) holds its test 
drive event where participants get to drive each other’s cars 
under safe and controlled conditions.  For the past several 
years, they have been kind enough to invite CTR to partici-
pate with them giving people the chance to drive a variety 
of MGs, Triumphs, and whatever else should be on hand.  
This year MG club members brought a Midget, a variety of 
chrome- and rubber-bumpered MGBs, a RHD MGC, and a 
Jaguar XJ8 while CTR members brought a TR4 (Heath 
Bjordahl), two TR6s (Earl and Faith Hill and Scott Tilton), 
a TR7 (Art Fournier), a TR8 (Tom Burke), and a 2000 Sa-
loon (Stephen and Ho Yong Oertwig).  Also on hand were 
members Steele Lipe and JP and Ethan Puckett.  Joshua 
Richards, a prospective Triumph owner, stopped by to 
check out the cars (and left with a big grin on his face). 

 
The event is held in the Bull Run Regional Park near 

Centreville, Virginia, which offers a mile or so of closed 
off, gently winding roads for the test drive.  As people ar-
rive and between test drives there are ample opportunities 
to socialize, look under hoods, and chat about the strengths, 
weaknesses, and eccentricities of various models and spe-
cific cars.  Very laid back and cordial; although it is a bit 
disconcerting to be driving down the road and see your own 
car coming toward you!   

 
There were two cars of particular note.  Tom Burke 

showed up with his very recently acquired TR8.  Tom had a 
smile a mile wide on his face, which is very understandable 
after his long dry spell without a drivable Triumph.  And it 
looks like he got a fantastic deal on his TR8 – congratula-
tions!  The other was Mark Hanna’s beautiful right hand 
drive MGC.  There’s something a bit scary about a RHD 
manual shift car – your right hand unconsciously reaches 
for a shift knob that isn’t there.  Thank goodness the shift 
pattern and pedal layout are the same as on a “proper” LHD 
car! 

 
If you’ve attended one of the test drive events, you 

know how much fun they are.  If you haven’t, come on out 
next year and see for yourself!  A big CTR thank you goes 
to Charlie Scott of the MG club for setting up this event 
each year! 
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Previous page top:  Mark Hanna and Heath Bjordahl 
With Heath’s TR4 

Center:  Tom Burke and Scott Tilton check out a MG 
Bottom:  Charlie Scott and Stephen Oertwig with 

Steve’s Triumph 2000 Saloon 
This page top left:  Clay and Faith Hill try out the RHD MGC 

(Faith took a turn at the wheel too) 
Center:  Heath Bjordahl aand Steele Lipe 
Bottom:  Some of the cars at the test Drive 
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London Auto  
Tech Session 

August 16th 

Owner Nick Vadala invited the Capital Triumph Regis-
ter to London Auto Services, Ltd., in Falls Church, Virgin-
ia, for a tech session.  The CTR response was great – well 
over 30 members, family, and friends turned out for the 
August 16th event.  The weather was perfect: sunny and 
warm, but not too humid, so the number of Triumphs 
jammed into the parking lot at London Auto was impres-
sive as well.  We started out with coffee and doughnuts be-
fore launching into a technical evaluation of Erik Sulcs’ 
TR6 by long-time LBC mechanic Dave Schillerstrom.  
Erik’s care fared pretty well during the tech eval – he didn’t 
have too many items on his “to do” list when Dave finished 
up and moved on to another TR6 that was in the shop for 
some serious work.  After the tech eval, Dave and Nick 
moved over to a table full of “show and tell” items, mostly 
things that can typically go bad on TR6s and other Tri-
umphs and LBCs.  These included carburetors with worn 
shafts and throttle plates, bad chokes, leaky gaskets, and the 
like as well as worn rear axle splines and wire wheel hubs. 

 
After the tech session, Nick and his staff treated us to a 

lunch of grilled burgers, brats, and hot dogs.  But wait, 
there’s more!  After lunch, there was a drawing for door 
prizes:  tools, tee shirts, beer glasses, and road atlases.  
What a great day!  We had an interesting tech session 
where we all came away a little smarter about our cars, in-
structive discussion, freebies, food, door prizes, and cama-
raderie.  CTR president Stephen Oertwig and vice president 
(and event organizer) John Buescher presented Nick Vadala 
with a certificate of appreciation and the thanks of the club 
for an informative and entertaining day at London Auto.  
We’ll be back! 

Above:  Dave Schillerstrom (left) and Nick Vadala (second 
from the left) during the tech session attended by over 30 CTR 

members at the London Auto garage in Falls Church 
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Below:  Ho Yong Oertwig assists Nick Vadala in drawing  
winning tickets for door prizes provided by London Auto and 

some of their suppliers 



Horse Country 
Gallop Reprise 

July 19th 
Art Fournier 
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Northern Virginia’s Horse Country has some fantastic 
back roads!  Long stretches of narrow, twisty roads lined 
with stone walls and rustic fences; serene, tree canopied 
lanes that lead to small towns with names like “The Plains” 
conjuring up an image of an earlier, more genteel time.  
Little British cars belong on roads like this.  It’s the envi-
ronment for which they were designed. 

 
Now shift that image just a bit.  Instead of motoring 

along sedately, the LBCs are in a tail chase game of follow-
the-leader.  Tires squeal just a bit, suspensions creak, 
brakes are tested, passengers hang on a bit more tightly 
with eyes perhaps a bit wider than usual. 

 
Thus it was for the now annual Horse Country Gallop 

organized by CTR’s self-described boy racer Lionel Mitch-
ell.  We met in the Walmart parking lot in Haymarket 
where strangers stopped by to gawk and stare at the cars 
and tell us about the LBCs they (or their parents) owned in 
years gone by.  There were Bill Olson in his TR3A; Kelly 
Alford and Emily Kennedy, Steve Mumma, Mark Schlien 
and Tiffany Arthur, and Tim Shalvey in TR6s; Art Four-
nier, Lionel Mitchell, and Stephen Prior in TR7s; Al Ames 
and Patrick Carter in Spitfires; Jay Christopher in his GT6; 
Tim Cornish in a Porsche 911 Targa; and Alan Stiley and 
Linda Hollingsworth in their Jaguar XK8. 

 
Pulling out of Haymarket, our route took us through 

The Plains with a brief stop in Middleburg to regroup, then 
on to Rectortown, Kerfoot, and Delaplane.  It was there that 
we got separated.  Yours truly misunderstood Lionel’s di-

rections over the radio and led most of the group on an un-
planned side trip into the Piedmont – was that banjo music 
I heard?  Fortunately, Emily Kennedy could read directions 
and led us back on course where we eventually caught up 
with the rest of the group south of Marshall.  Following a 
brief rest and gas stop at a McDonald’s, we finished the 
route and ended at the Northern Fauquier Regional Park 
near Marshall where several of us enjoyed a BYO picnic. 

 
As we were finishing up, the weather began to change 

from the mildly threatening overcast we had driven under 
through the day to a very light intermittent rain.  Time to 
put up the tops for the drive home and the end of a day of 
spirited driving over beautiful country roads.  Thanks Li-
onel! 

Left:  Lined up in the Walmart parking lot in Haymarket 
Above:  Lionel Mitchell conducts a drivers’ meeting 

(Art Fournier should have been paying attention instead of 
wandering around taking pictures) 

Below:  Tiffany Arthur, Tim Shalvey, Mark Shlien, 
Steve Mumma and Tim Cornish at the Middleburg stop 



The Vintage Triumph 
Register was founded in 1974 and 
is dedicated to the maintenance, preserva-
tion and enjoyment of the Triumph 
marque.  Membership benefits include a bi
-monthly magazine, The Vintage Tri-
umph.  To join, send $35 for a one-year 
US membership to: 
 
The Vintage Triumph Register 
PO Box 655 
Howell, MI 48844 
 
Or go to the Vintage 
Triumph Register 
website, www.vtr.org, 
for additional information  and a member-
ship application. 
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Above:  The cars at the Middleburg stop 
Top:  Triumphs invade the McDonald’s south of Marshall — 
an unplanned  gas and rest stop while the caravan regrouped 

Bottom:  At the North Fauquier Regional Park  



The Roadster Factory 
Summer Party 

July 24th-26th 
Sharon Edelstein 
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A summer tradition continued as Paul and I went to TRF 
Summer Party last month.  It was a small crowd but we had a 
very nice time.  Where was everyone?  The only other CTR mem-
ber we spotted was Glenn Minucci.  

 
Due to a pre-trip repair gone not-quite-the-way-it-was-

supposed to, the TR8 did not make the trip.  But the Range Rover 
is British so it carried us through.  Glenn’s Stag did not make it 
either – he drove his newer new Mini. 

 
We had a very easy, quick (amazing how quick when you are 

not pulling a trailer with a car) drive on Wednesday.  Dinner that 
first night was at Benjamin’s in Indiana, PA, with a stop for ice 
cream at Coy’s (formerly Budner’s for those who have gone to 
Summer Party in years past) on the way back.  

 
As we always do, we stayed at the Dillweed B&B.  This year 

John Reed (from Ann Arbor), and Peaches and Jeff Hill (from 
southern Ohio) were there as well.  

 
Every year that we have gone to Armagh, we talked about 

how we want to see Frank Lloyd Wright’s Fallingwater.  So this 
year we went a day early so we could do just that.  It’s about 1.5 
hours from TRF.  Definitely worth the trip!  What a beautiful 
house and what an amazing piece of architecture / design! Photos 
don't do it justice.  

Thursday evening, when we went to TRF Registration, we 
ran into Glenn and his wife, Susan, and their friend, Russ Brown.  
We arranged to sit with them at the dinner on Saturday night.  
Paul brought his wayward car part to TRF, got the replacement, 
and used the assistance of TRF to install.  Problem solved.  Un-
fortunately, no Triumph attached. 

 
There was “Test ‘n’ Tune” Drag Racing at the Pittsburg 

Raceway Thursday evening which we did not do.  Instead, Paul 
and I went to the top of the Incline at Johnstown and had dinner 
at Asiago’s.  Wonderful view and delicious food.  We highly 
recommend it.  Later, we joined the campers at the bonfire that 
night.  

 
The weather was unusually nice this trip.  
 
Charles combined the Mountain Road Tour with the Poker 

Run this year.  We did that on Friday.  He made it a combination 
of roads used in previous years and they were great to drive on.  
The drive was broken up by the Poker Stops where we chatted 
with others making the tour around the same time.  Unfortunate-
ly, the days of everyone lining up to take the drive at the same 
time in that wonderful long line of LBCs is no more.  Without 
any of our fellow CTR members there, Paul and I traveled as a 
caravan of one.  We left Stop #1 (The Dillweed) around 10:45 
am and got to Stop #5 (at TRF) around 3 pm.  

 
Lunch was at the 3rd Stop – Clem’s BBQ. It was the first 

time we’ve eaten there and would do it again.  Neither Paul nor I 
got any playing cards worth anything for the Poker Run portion 
of the day. Rebecca’s win many years ago still stands as the only 
family Poker Run win.   

 
Friday night was the Car Cruise-In along the streets of 

Blairsville with a DJ playing great old songs, sponsored by 
Scoops Ice Cream.  We had dinner at our usual place in 
Blairsville - Pie Cucina Restaurant.  Dessert, of course, was from 
Scoops.  

 
In case you didn't detect it yet, we did a lot of very good 

eating over the four days we were there.  
 
Friday night was the second bonfire on the grounds of TRF.  

I had a chance to ride in a TR3 for the first time ever.  I left the 
bonfire before Paul did, driving back to the B&B in John’s beau-
tiful black car with red interior. What an odd thing to realize you 
can touch the ground without opening the door as you drive.  Of 
course I didn’t try that!  

 
Saturday morning, Paul went to TRF for a seminar being 

held by Randy Phillippi who is restoring one of Charles’ TRS 
Lemans cars.  I stayed behind to relax and read on the porch at 
the Dillweed.  The rest of the day was basically unscheduled.  
There were Field Games and the BB Gun Contest at the farm for 
a couple of hours in the afternoon which we checked out very 
briefly, but otherwise we were on our own.  Paul and I had lunch 
and got the Range Rover washed and then it was time to go to 
Indiana for the Car Show.  
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There were about 80 cars this year (I counted) and the stag-
ing was done along 6th Street in front of the Coventry Inn, not on 
Philadelphia Street as in years past.  The staff of TRF wanted to 
do something different this year so cars were parked by colors, 
rather than make and model, and it was called the “Colours d’El-
egance” not “Concours.”  We were in the “Miscellaneous and 
Primers” category with the Grey Range Rover.  Had there been 
any cars in primer, we might have had a chance at a win but, 
alas, there were none.  The car next to us was a TR2 in an abso-
lutely beautiful color called Geranium.  Other colors included in 
our class were gold and silver.  It was a little weird, but interest-
ing. 

Dinner was held at the Coventry Inn.  Another tasty meal.  
We sat, as I mentioned earlier, with Glen and Susie and Russ and 
one other couple from PA.  Charles underestimated the number of 
attendees, so the restaurant was packed.  

The Awards Ceremony was held outside in front of the res-
taurant after dinner.  It was hurried as the wind was blowing and 
the skies were darkening and the rain came!  Paul and I had 

worked hard on the Scavenger Hunt and Trivia Contest but lost 
by part of one question.  Uncle Dave was kind enough to send us 
the answers afterward -- we discovered that the winner missed 
one whole question, as did we, but we also missed that we were 
supposed to put the day, as well as the date, on another question 
and, while we got the date right, we didn't get the whole thing the 
way it was supposed to be.  Oh well.  We enjoyed the attempt and 
that’s what it's all about.  

 
John and Paul and I sat in the Coventry Inn for a while after 

the Awards over tea / coffee and then headed back to the Dill-
weed.  We also chatted with Charles and his family for a bit. 

 
Another Summer Party over much too quickly! 



EVENTS 
 
All listings including  “*CTR*” are events for 
which club participation points will be awarded. 
 
Sep 9-14 - VTR National Convention, Dobson, NC  
http://www.vtr2014.com/  *CTR* 
Sep 16 - CTR ESB Meeting 
Sep 19 - Deadline for the September issue of The Standard 
Sep 20 - CTR Picnic and BOG TGIO *CTR* 
Sep 20 - 39th Annual Edgar Rohr Memorial Antique Car 
Meet, Manassas, VA, www.bullrunaaca.org  Contact Jon 
Battle at terraplane@verizon.net or 540-364-1770 
Sep 20 - British Car Club of Delaware Annual Show, 
Delaware City, DE, dhenderson@wildblue.net 
Sep 20-21 - Meeting of the Marques, Carlisle, PA, http://
www.meetingofthemarques.com/ 
Sep 21 - Classics on the Green, New Kent Winery, VA, 
http://www.classicsonthegreen.com/ 
Sep 27 -  MGs on the Rocks, near Belair, MD, http://
www.mgsofbaltimore.org/ 
Sep 27 - Wings and Wheels, Topping, VA, http://
www.wingsandwheels.us/ 
Oct 9-12 - 6-Pack Trials , Oxford, MS,  
http://www.2014trials.com/ 
Oct 12 - The MG Club’s Hunt Country Classic http://
www.mgcarclubdc.com/hcc/hcc_main.html 
 and CTR’s post show get together *CTR*  
Oct TBD - Wine tasting Tour *CTR* 
Nov TBD - T4 *CTR* 
Nov TBD - Fall Foliage Tour *CTR* 
Dec 6 - Middleburg, VA, Christmas Parade *CTR* 
Dec TBD - Holiday Party *CTR* 
Dec 9 - CTR ESB Meeting 

*** Much More to Come *** 
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CLASSIFIED 
  

CTR assumes no responsibility for quality or condition of merchan-
dise listed herein.  All transactions resulting from listings are strictly 
between buyer and seller. 
  
NOTE: Ads for CTR members shall run on a space available basis 
for 3 issues.   To rerun, please resubmit your ad at end of  the peri-
od.   Other ads are space available only. 
 
Factory TR3 hardtop shell with window for sale:  I re-
moved the window because it is fogged up.  My plan was 
to make a new lexan window with a heat gun.  The top is in 
Springfield, VA.  I’d like to get $550 for the top.  If you're 
interested, e-mail me at capitaldriving@yahoo.com or call 
703-721-1771. 
 
1972 TR6 parts wanted. Clutch hydro (slave and 
master),  both outside door handles, all interior  door 
and window handles, transmission cover, headlight 
trim rings , the whole interior (seats, door panels, car-
pet), top.  Contact David White cell 703-898-7041 
 
1979 TR7 for sale.  59,000 miles, 5-speed, factory air 

conditioning, convertible.  Too many parts to list.   
Extra 2.0 litre engine.  New top, battery, tan interior, 
$4,000.00 OBO.  David White cell 703-898-7041   



Officers 

President Stephen Oertwig 660-422-2908  oertwig@mac.com 

Vice President John Buescher 703-522-6571 John.Buescher@calibresys.com 
Secretary Patrick Carter 202-285-7031  PCarter.dc@gmail.com 
Treasurer Rich Smalling 703-430-0920 RJSmalling@aol.com 
Events Director (Vacant)   

Club Liaison Bruce Hislop 410-721-9411 BMHislop@hotmail.com 
Membership Mark Shlien 202-415-1599  tr6@comcast.com  

Members-at-Large Lionel Mitchell 
Paul Edelstein 
RJ Fortwengler 
Karl Johnson 
Rich Townsend 
Joe Cannon 
Matt Schipani 

703-754-7362 
703-914-0507 
703-243-6426 
703-978-4968 
540-788-4588 
703-280-4104 
703-464-4840 

haymarket4@verizon.net 
pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com 
rfortwengler@verizon.net 
ktjark@aol.com 
retownsendjr@comcast.net 
jpc8904@yahoo.com 
matt@ashburnsoftware.com 

BOG Coordinators Jeff Knepp 
Tom Burke 

301-765-0727 
703-354-1361 

marcyandjeff@verizon.net 
tburke4@aol.com 

Web Administrator Christopher Yurasko 703-543-8395 cyurasko@yahoo.com 
Newsletter Editor Art Fournier 410-535-0690 artfournier@comcast.net 

Advisors  
- TR2/3/3A/3B Rich Wilkins 

John Puckett 
Joe Cannon 

540-349-4065 
301-395-6566 
703-280-1104 

rawpiano@comcast.net 
tr3aguy@verizon.net 
jpc8904@yahoo.com 

- TR4/TR4A Rich Wilkins 540-349-4065 rawpiano@comcast.net 
- TR250 RJ Fortwengler 

Sandy Thomson 
202-236-7682 
410-253-8519 

rfortwengler@verizon.net 
sthomsontr6@gmail.com 

- TR6 Sandy Thomson 
Joe Cannon 

410-253-8519 
703-280-4104 

sthomsontr6@gmail.com 
jpc8904@yahoo.com 

- TR7 Bruce Hislop 410-721-9411 BMHislop@hotmail.com 
- TR8 Paul Edelstein 703-914-0507 pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com 
- Spitfire Art Fournier 410-535-0690 artfournier@comcast.net 
- GT6 & 2000 Saloon Matt Schipani 703-724-1573 matt@ashburnsoftware.com 
- Herald & Dolomite Bill Goodwin 301-870-8594 redrag@outlook.com 
- Stag Paul Scuderi 240-876-7222 trsix_guy@yahoo.com 
- Autocross Lionel Mitchell 703-754-7362 haymarket4@verizon.net 
- Racing Ira Schoen 703-698-1691 Pterodactyl711@aol.com 
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TRIUMPH TRIVIA:  A green TR6 is featured promi-
nently in the new summer thriller, Kill the Messenger.  
Which other movies had a TR6 in them? 
A.  Three Men and a Baby 
B.  Throw Mama from the Train 
C.  Short Circuit 
D.  All of the above 

All of the above.  Check out the Internet Movie Cars 
Database to learn more or search for other models.  
www.imcdb.org 

Triumph Trivia 
Christopher Yurasko 

Would you tell him or  
would you just watch? 

Photo credits:  Photos by Art Fournier except:  Page 4 – Andy Cook, Page 5 – Mark Shlien (top), Sharon Edelstein (center), and 
Rich Townsend (bottom), Page 11 – Stephen Prior (top right), Pages 12 and 13 – Sharon Edelstein, and Page 16 – Unknown. 



PAGES 1 and 8 - VTR National Convention; PAGE 2 - From the President; CTR Happenings; 
PAGE 3 - From the Editor; PAGE 4 - Cruisin’ for Crustaceans; PAGE 6 - Garage Spot:  Blood, 

Sweat, and Gears; PAGE 14 - Classified; Events; PAGE  15 - Club Info 

Copyright © 2014, Capital Triumph Register, Ltd., all rights reserved.  Material in this publication may not be reproduced or republished 
in any form without prior written permission.  Direct requests to the editor of The Standard. 

  THE   STANDARD 
The Official Publication of the 

Capital Triumph Register, Ltd.  
Volume XXVI,  Number 9, September 2014 

Some of the CTR members and cars that attended the 
2014 Vintage Triumph Register National Convention 

in Dobson, North Carolina, from September 9th through 14th. 
From left to right in the front row are Stephen and Ho Yong Oertwig and 
Lionel and Nancy Mitchell.  In the back row are Art Fournier, Bob Fox, 
and Tom and Mary Burke.  The location is the Depot Restaurant at Cody 

Creek.  For more on the convention, turn to page 8. 

2014 is CTR’s 
25th 

Anniversary! 



CTR Happenings 

Welcome CTR’s Newest Member: 
 

Robert Mancuso, Chesapeake Beach, MD, 1974 TR6 
 
Fall Events 

 
CTR has a full slate of activities in the works for the 

fall months.  With the cool, fairly dry summer we’ve had, 
there should be ample opportunities to drive your Triumph 
(or non-Triumph) and participate. 

 
On October12th there will be a double header:  the Hunt 

Country Classic sponsored by our friends in the MG club 
along with a post-show get together at Lionel and Nancy 
Mitchell’s home in Haymarket, Virginia.  The picnic at the 
Mitchells will begin around 2:00 or 3:00 pm as the car show 
is winding down.  Their home is on the way home for most 
of us, so please stop by.  You can also help the MG club by 
pre-registering for the Hunt Country Classic!  CTR always 
turns out in good numbers for this show and it makes it so 
much easier to plan a show when you have an idea of how 
many cars will be in the various classes. 

 
We’re also trying to firm up a date for an event tenta-

tively named “Beer, Bangers, and Brits,” at the Old Bust 
Head Brewery in Warrenton, Virginia.  Target date is Octo-
ber 25th, but that still needs to be confirmed. 

 
Two events are already planned for November.  On Sat-

urday, November 1st, we will hold our annual T4.  The four 
Ts stand for Triumph, Taste, Travel, and Tech.  The T4 is a 
series of tech sessions held at various locations with some-
thing to eat at each — a lot of fun.  On Sunday, November 
2nd, we will hold our annual Fall Foliage Run into the Shen-
andoah Mountains — great roads and scenery.  You won’t 
want to miss either of these.   
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From the 
President 
By Stephen Oertwig 

In praise of the Shape that Wins 
 
Forty years later, it is amazing to see that Triumphs 

live on. It was 40 years ago that the Triumph TR7 was an-
nounced.  

 
The 2014 Vintage Triumph Register hosted by the Tri-

umph Club of the Carolinas was a gathering of more 
Wedges in one place than I have seen in a long time.  
There were great examples of other Triumphs on display at 
the participants’ choice show, but TR7s and TR8s domi-
nated the field. 

 
Forty years ago, I was driving a 16-year-old TR3.  It 

was considered a classic antique then.  The new Triumph 
was a dramatic departure from typical Triumph styling.  I 
would join the “Shape that Wins” fellowship in 1981.  

 
Harris Mann drew the initial lines of the TR7 in 1970.  

The Wedge remains a timeless design today.  Mann was a 
featured speaker at this year’s convention.  He was the 
highlight of the five days in Dobson, North Carolina, and a 
delight to be around. 

 
CTR had a great showing at the VTR convention and 

CTR members took home many awards.  Thank you to 
everyone from CTR who attended.  The convention is just 
one of the benefits of being a VTR member. 

 
CTR members are the cogs that drive the register. Par-

ticipation in events fuels activity for future activity.  We 
have a lot planned through the rest of the year. I look for-
ward to seeing everyone. 

 
Don’t forget to log onto the CTR website, capitaltri-

umphregister.com.  It is our public face to perspective 
members and other clubs.  We would like more members’ 
cars featured on the website. 

 
Registration is required to see all the features of the 

CTR website.  Please complete the registration to get a 
password. 

 
Summer is gone.  We can look forward to rustling the 

leaves of fall with our cars. Triumph not running? CTR 

can help.  Host a technical session where hands will be hap-
py to get dirty. 

 
Don’t let fall keep you from driving and doing mainte-

nance.  Look for that most important nut on your car.  The 
joke is that it’s the one behind the wheel.  It really is the 
lose nut that is the most important.  

 
Drive on, and drive often.	 



From the  
Editor 
 

By Art Fournier 

CTR Name Badges.  We will place our next order 
for CTR name badges on November 15th.  The badges 
are plastic, about 1 inch by 3.5 inches, and have a pin 
back.  They are gold with the CTR logo and your name 
in black.  If you’re interested, the badges are $5.00 each.  
To order, please pay by cash or a check made out to the 
“Capital Triumph Register.”  Contact Art Fournier at 
artfournier@comcast.net or 410-535-0690 to order.  
Specify exactly how you want your name to appear. 
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Two other events are also in the works for November:  
a winery tour and a tech session.  The dates aren’t worked 
out for these, but the winery tour will be similar to the one 
we held last year.  Tom Burke is working out details to 
hold a tech session (or maybe a Get Your Hands Dirty ses-
sion) on wedge instruments in Laytonsville, Maryland, 
since there are a few cars with fuel gauge and speedometer 
issues. 

 
And there are two events planned for December.  On 

the 6th, we are planning to participate once again in the 
Middleburg, Virginia, Christmas Parade.  And on the 7th, 
we will hold our annual Holiday Party at a Maryland loca-
tion.   

 
Details on all these events will be sent out by evites.  

Remember, if we don’t have your current e-mail address, 
we can’t send you evites and we can’t keep you posted on  
late breaking changes and updates! 

 
CTR Forum and Facebook 

  
CTR’s Forum hasn’t been used much at all in several 

months.  Members are using our Facebook pages though.  
Facebook has proven to be a great venue for sharing infor-
mation on CTR and Britain on the Green.  If you’re not 
using it, consider giving Facebook a try. 

 
Britain on the Green Video 

  
Todd McCormick has produced a great video on BOG 

2014.  If you haven’t seen it — it’s linked on our Facebook 
pages — you can see it at:  http://vimeo.com/105623640 
 
For the Newsletter 

  
Do you have photos in your album that show you and 

your  LBC when you both were younger?  Please share 
them with the newsletter.  Electronic copies are preferred, 
but paper copies will be scanned and returned.  Do you 
know a road in the greater National Capital region that’s a 
favorite when you exercise your LBC?  Send the location to 
share in the newsletter.  And we are always looking for arti-
cles, tech tips, and items of interest to include in the news-
letter and to share with the other members of CTR.  Keep 
those contributions coming! 

CTR and BOG are on Facebook. 
 
Search Capital Triumph Register and 
Britain on the Green 

As some of you know, I recently retired.  That will give 
me more time for Triumph-related activities (including the 
newsletter); however, Sue and I plan to travel more, includ-
ing more time at our Florida get-away home.  That means 
the newsletter production schedule may be even more errat-
ic than when I was gainfully employed.  So be patient, the 
newsletters will keep coming (sooner or later).  However, it 
does mean that I will miss events and will depend on others 
to write articles and take pictures for the newsletter — 
please don’t let CTR down! 

 
2014 is my 15th year as editor.  I’d agreed to do it for 

two years, but for better or worse have kept at it for many 
more years than that.  Sooner or later it will be time for 
someone else to step up to this awesome responsibility.  Is 
there someone out there who might be interested, either as 
an associate editor now or as a future editor? 

 
Finally, I need to apologize for several errors in the 

August edition.  On page one (not the best place for an er-
ror) I incorrectly identified the driver of the MGC as JP 
Puckett when actually it was Bob Burnett of the MG Club.  
On page five, the name of the gentleman sitting in Paul 
Edelstein’s TR8 should have been Keith (not Paul) 
Obuchon.  And on page six, I named Clay Hill as Earl.  It 
wasn’t a good month for me as my own proofreader – sorry 
for any annoyance or inconvenience. 



    The Standard Page 4 September 2014 

Cruisin’ for 
Crustaceans  

August 24th 2014 

Well, CTR’s 21st annual Cruisin’ for Crustaceans tour 
is in the books.  It began, as has been the case for several 
years, in Upper Marlboro, Maryland, then wandered along 
back roads in Prince George’s and Charles Counties to a 
crab house in Southern Maryland.  There were a number of 
historical ties along the way.  The first part of the drive 
backtracked along the invasion route taken by the British 
Army as they made their way to burn Washington 200 
years earlier during the War of 1812.  Later we would pass 
by the home of Dr. Samuel Mudd, famous (or infamous) 
for having treated John Wilkes Booth after the latter’s as-
sassination of President Abraham Lincoln at the end of the 
Civil War.  The Booth association continued as we crossed 
the Zekiah Swamp where he hid from union soldiers prior 
to crossing the Potomac into Virginia not from our destina-
tion, Capt. Billy’s in Popes Creek just north of the Route 
301 Potomac River Bridge. 

 
And surprise!  This year there were even crabs availa-

ble for the “picky” eaters in the crowd.  Capt. Billy’s also 
offered a great selection of other choices for the non-
pickers in the crowd. 

 
August 24th was a perfect day – sunny but not too hot – 

so there was a good crowd on hand for the drive.  Attending 
CFC this year were John and Sara Buescher, Joe and Rita 
Cannon (TR6), Benjamin Cheshire (TR6), Tim Cornish 
(Spitfire), Jay and Maureen Donn, Dennis Eckhout, Paul 
and Sharon Edelstein (TR8), Art Fournier (TR7), Bob Fox 
and a guest (TR6), Bill and Carol Goodwin (Herald), Roger 
Haley (TR3B), Dennis Kruse and a guest (TR6), Harvey 
Lee and Gail Meaker (TR4), Tom and Kate Marincic 
(TR6), Lionel Mitchell (TR7), Stephen and Ho Yong 
Oertwig, Matt Schipani (GT6), Ira and Mary Schoen, Mark 
Shlien (TR6), and Bill and Kathy Wemhoff (TR6).    

 
CFC is a laid back event, intended to offer a nice selec-

tion of roads at a fairly relaxed pace.  The route was about 
50 miles long and took about one and a half hours to run.  
There were no breakdowns – there were some non-
Triumphs along after all – and no one became separated 
from the group, striking out on their own for parts un-
known. 

Thanks go to Art and Sue Fournier for setting up the 
route and making arrangements with Capt. Billy’s.  With 
21 crab runs in the books, this annual CTR event has come 
of age.  We hope you’ll be with us next year as we once 
again explore Southern Maryland’s byways in search of 
that classic summer treat, blue crabs and cold brews, in the 
company of good friends! 
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Previous page:  A long line of Triumphs at a stop sign in route 
to Capt. Billy’s 

This page top left:  Harvey Lee and Gail Meaker wave from 
their early TR4 

This page right:  Enjoying a leisurely meal with views of the 
Potomac River at Capt. Billy’s in Popes Creek 



Blood, Sweat, 
and Gears 

Tom Burke 
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Recently, I had the opportunity to become an owner of 
a Platinum Metallic Silver 1980 TR8, similar to the Midas 
Gold TR8 that I already owned, but different in the sense 
that it actually runs and is not in need of a total restoration.  
So I joined the ranks of Triumph owners who get back on 
the road by taking a new road, and by road, I mean car.  
Most anyone who buys a second TR has two things, a deep-
ly tolerant spouse, and a foreboding sense of Deja Vu'.  All 
the grim, relentless, mechanical trolls that took the first TR 
off the road are sleeping underneath the second TR and, 
you, the new owner, are sure to awaken them. 

  
So it was for our driveway’s new addition, the Silver 

TR8.  Mary, my wife, and I had three happy, carefree 
weeks of automotive bliss, bombing around our nearby 
country roads.  Then, one sunny day, the honeymoon was 
over.   

  
The rear transmission mount, saturated with oil from a 

leaky oil pressure sender and the rubber shifter bushings, 
which isolate the mountings of the somewhat futuristically 
named “gearbox remote control” (actually the shift lever 
housing that connects to the gearbox) had all dissolved un-
der the burden of actually having to do their job, 34 years 
after they got the assignment.  It was deja vu' all over again 
for me.  I had replaced the rear trans mount and the shifter 
bushings on my gold TR8 some nine or ten years ago.  Like 
every other rubber bushing or boot or cushion on our Tri-
umphs, they were not made to take the car into the next 
decade, let alone the next century, and if you have not re-
placed them or had them replaced, you had better learn how 
to do it. 

  
I spoke to Woody Cooper at The Wedge Shop (508-880

-5448) and ordered a rear transmission mount and a set of 
GRC bushings.  Woody is my Wedge Guru.  He is eminent-
ly knowledgeable and helpful and he offers all the parts that 
can be had for TR8s and TR7s along with excellent instruc-
tions on how to install the parts.  

  
If only I had followed those directions… 
  
First of all, the removal and replacement of the rear 

transmission is pretty straight-forward.  After raising the car 
and supporting it with proper ramps and/or jackstands, sup-

port the transmission with another jack, and remove the rear 
transmission support bracket (I swapped my Gold TR’s sup-
port bracket for the one taken from the Silver car rather than 
try to clean the one shown).  It is probably a good idea to dis-
connect the speedometer cable at the back of the speedometer 
before dropping the transmission as it can stress the cable and 
even break it.  I also learned this the hard way. 

  
Replacing the lower GRC bushings with the rear trans 

mount removed is somewhat easier, but it can be done with 
the trans mount in place.  Though Woody says that the upper 
and lower GRC bushings can all be replaced from under the 
car, mine was so greasy and access was so tight, that I elected 
to disassemble the console and shift boot to approach them 
from above.  Visibility is much better from above and you can 
sit in the car as you do it.  Either way, however, this is a 
knuckle-busting event, so wear gloves and protect the interior 
of the car. 

  
This brings us to the Most Important Instruction. 
  
REMOVE AND REPLACE THE LOWER GRC BUSH-

INGS AS A PAIR FIRST, THEN REMOVE AND REPLACE 
THE UPPER BUSHINGS AS A PAIR.  DON'T REMOVE 
ALL FOUR BUSHINGS AT ONCE! 

  
Despite Woody’s precise instructions to the contrary, I 

removed all four bushings at once, which allowed the GRC to 
come adrift from the pin that connects the shift lever to the 
gearbox shifter forks.  Getting that damn pin back into its ball/
socket approximately doubled the time required and necessi-
tated getting a helper to hold the GRC in position while I fitted 
the lower bushings.  Leaving one pair of bushings in place 
while replacing the other pair keeps the pin in the socket. 

  
Once the bushings were in place and the trans mount was 

installed, the grinding and vibrating of the transmission went 
away and shifting was much more precise.  There is an easy 
test to determine if your bushings are “perished.”  If you can 
grab the shift lever and lift or pull the Gearbox Remote Con-
trol upward or side to side and feel the assembly click or 
change position, then your bushings are probably gone.  In-
spection of the rear trans mount is visual.  It is important to 
understand, that, on the 5-speed TR8s, at least, (I suspect this 
is true of the TR7s as well), there is barely 1/4" clearance be-
tween the bottom of the GRC and the top of the driveshaft so 
it takes very little deterioration of mounts or bushings to bring 
the two in contact. 

  
So Mary and I are back on the road, enjoying the country 

roads of Upper Montgomery County.  We hope you can join 
us soon.   
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Here are my old bushings, “perished” as the Brits would say... 

Here are the wretched remnants of the old rear trans mount 
alongside the new mount. 

Here are the new polyurethane bushings, fitted to the metal 
collar and bolts that attach the Gearbox Remote Control  

to the gearbox 

Here is the Gearbox Remote Control (GRC) with arrows show-
ing where the bushings attach it to the gearbox.  

And here is what happens when the bushings and or the rear 
transmission mount fail. The GRC will rest  on the driveshaft 

and the driveshaft will grind away at the underside. 
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VTR National 
Convention 

September 9th-14th 

This year’s Vintage Triumph Register National Con-
vention was close enough that several CTR members at-
tended.  In fact, CTR had one of the larger turn outs of any 
of the VTR chapters.  The event was hosted by the Triumph 
Club of the Carolinas and held at the Shelton Winery in 
Dobson, North Carolina, near the Blue Ridge Parkway.  
The location provided fun roads for the various driving 

events.  The host hotel, the 
Hampton Inn Shelton Vineyards, 
wasn’t large enough for all the 
attendees, so it was supplemented 
by two additional motels in near-
by Mt. Airy.  That didn’t present 
a large problem since most of the 
events were held at locations oth-
er than the hotel.   The host hotel 
did have a wine cellar that offered 
Shelton wines, including the three 
commemorative labels bottled for 
the convention, so it proved to be 
a good gathering place as we got 
together either to chat or head off 
to events. 
 

The CTR members on hand were Tom and Mary Burke 
(TR8); Paul and Sharon Edelstein (TR8); Art Fournier 
(TR7); Bob Fox (TR6); Lionel and Nancy Mitchell (TR7); 
Stephen and Ho Yong Oertwig; Sandy, JoAnne, Rob, Jona-
than, and Scott Thomson (TR250 and two TR6s); Scott 
Tilton and Melissa Highley (two TR6s); and Rich Town-
send (TR6). 

 
Tuesday, September 9th, was our travel day with no 

convention activities on the agenda, so we had the luxury of 
leisurely travel from the Washington area.  Several of us 
caravanned together from Haymarket to Dobson.  On the 
way down, we stopped in Roanoke, Virginia, to visit Byron 
Webb at Webb Motors.  As many of you know, Webb Mo-
tors is a Triumph (and other LBC) dealer that never went 
out of business.  When the cars went out of production, 
Webb Motors first focused on service then in later years 
switched to repair and restoration of the cars they once sold 
new.  Byron Webb is 87 years young and still going.  He 
has hosted CTR and other clubs at events at his dealership 

for several years.  That evening, several of us made our 
way to the Deport Restaurant at Cody Creek, a where the 
atmosphere was quaint and the food was good. 

Wednesday was the first real day of the convention.  
First up on the agenda was a Time, Speed, and Distance 
Rally that was complicated by fog and the occasional light 
rain that would last throughout the convention.  Later that 
morning was the first of two “tech sessions,” a discussion 
led by Graham Robson with Harris Mann, designer of the 
TR7.  Graham Robson is the author of over 150 books fo-
cused on Triumph automobiles.  In keeping with the theme 
of the convention, “celebrating 40 years of the shape of 
things to come,” the Triumph Wedge Owners Association 

Above:  Lionel Mitchell and Byron Webb 
Below:  Tom Burke, Lionel Mitchell, Byron Webb,  

and Stephen Oertwig 
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made arrangements for Harris Mann’s participation in the 
event.  Mr. Mann is a delightful individual who provided 
considerable insight into the conditions in British Leyland 
as the TR7 was being developed.  He also seemed to relish 
the opportunity to chat with the many wedge owners on 
hand throughout the course of the convention.  Several 
wedge owners asked him to autograph their cars, which he 
enthusiastically proceeded to do.  That afternoon, there was 
a second session led by author and VTR magazine editor 
Mike Cook that included Triumph racers Ken Slagle, Ted 
Schumacher, and Robert Johns.  Wednesday’s activities 
ended with a reception held at the Surry County Communi-
ty College, which also hosted several of the other events. 

Above:  Harris Mann and Tom Burke 
Below:  Nancy Mitchell, Mary Burke, Lionel Mitchell. 

Paul and Sharon Edelstein, Tom Burke, Rich Townsend, 
Bob Ford, and Ho Yong Oertwig at the reception 

Above:  Sandy and JoAnne Thomson at the reception 
Below:  Rob, Jonathan, and Scott Thomson 



VTR Convention Continued from  Page 9 
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Thursday’s events included a hill climb and a fun rally.  
The hill climb was held on a road that was supposedly 
closed for the event, only some local loggers and tobacco 
farmers didn’t go along with that idea.  Two way traffic 
made an interesting event for some of the participants!  The 
fun rally was over scenic roads, but which offered very 
challenging clues.  Several teams returned with numerous 
blanks on their answer sheets.  Thursday evening was 
capped off by dinner runs to several area restaurants.  Most 
of the CTR contingent went to the Old North State Winery 
and Brewery in Mt. Airy. 

Friday included the traditional panoramic photo.  Two 
photos actually:  one of all the Triumphs and one with just 
the wedges.  After the photo was the car show with both 
concours and participants’ choice classes.  Friday morning 
was actually sunny; however, at about the time the car 
shows ended there was quite a rain shower.  At the end of 
the shows, TWOA organized a Bill Wood Memorial driv-

Above:  Rich Townsend at the Hill Climb 
Below:  At the Old North State Winery and Brewery 

Top right:  Lionel Mitchell’s TR7 and Glorias on the starting 
grid for the Hill Climb 

Above:  Art Fournier and Lionel Mitchell with author and VTR 
magazine editor Mike Cook at the car show 

Below:  Paul and Sharon Edelstein and Tom and Mary Burke 



(Continued on Page 12) 

The Vintage Triumph 
Register was founded in 1974 and 
is dedicated to the maintenance, preserva-
tion and enjoyment of the Triumph 
marque.  Membership benefits include a bi
-monthly magazine, The Vintage Tri-
umph.  To join, send $35 for a one-year 
US membership to: 
 
The Vintage Triumph Register 
PO Box 655 
Howell, MI 48844 
 
Or go to the Vintage 
Triumph Register 
website, www.vtr.org, 
for additional information  and a member-
ship application. 
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ing tour.  That evening, there was a “Return to Mayberry” 
barbeque dinner at the community college followed by an 
auction.   One of the guests at the barbeque was Deputy 
Barney Fife who was on hand in a mid-1960s Ford police 
car from Mt. Airy, home of Andy Griffith and model for 
the town of Mayberry his long-running TV show. 

Which brings us up to Saturday, the final day of the 
convention.  Saturday’s events included autocross and a 
funkhana.  The three oldest Triumphs at the convention 
were Glorias from 1935, 1936, and 1937.  These cars par-
ticipated in most of the moving events including the hill 
climb and autocross – not bad for cars that are nearly 80 
years old ad which represent one-third of the remaining 
Triumph Glorias!  Rob and Jonathan Thomson didn’t have 
navigators for the Funkhana, so they enlisted volunteers 

from the community college girls’ volleyball team who 
were on hand selling soft drinks.  (There’s a lot to be said 
for driving a Triumph!)  Saturday evening featured the 
awards banquet held at the Cross Creek Country Club.  
Following the excellent meal, Graham Robson gave the 
keynote speech on several of the major figures in the histo-
ry of the Triumph marque.  Then came the awards presen-

Bob Fox, Scott Tilton, and Richmond Triumph Register’s Gary 
Kinney at the autocross 



VTR Convention (Continued from Page 11) 
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Above:  Scott, JoAnne, Rob, and Sandy Thomson 
at the autocross 

Top right:  JoAnne and Sandy Thomson in their TR250 
Center right:  Lionel Mitchell in the autocross 

Bottom right:  Bob Fox in the autocross 
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tation with lots and lots of awards, several of which were 
won by CTR members listed here in no particular order: 

 
 Rich Townsend:  1st place in Hill Climb in the stock 

TR6 class 
 Bob Fox:  3rd place in autocross and Silver Certificate 

in Concours in stock TR6 
 Scott Tilton:  1st place in autocross in the modified six-

cylinder class and 5th place in the early TR6 class in the 
Participants’ Choice show 

 Lionel Mitchell:  1st place in autocross in the TR7 class 
and 2nd place in the TR7 class in the Participants’ 
Choice show 

 Paul and Sharon Edelstein:  2nd place in the TSD Rally 
in the novice class and 4th place in the TR8 class in the 
Participants’ Choice show 

 Rob Thomson:  2nd place in autocross in the modified 
six cylinder class and 1st place in the Funkhana 

 Sandy and JoAnne Thomson:  3rd place in Concours in 
the TR250 class 

 
In addition to all these events, there were self-guided 

driving tours and a walking rally at the winery throughout 
the convention.  Some of our group left for home after the 
car show, but most stayed for the awards dinner and left 
Sunday morning.  All in all, the VTR convention was a se-
riously good time with activities for every taste and the op-
portunity to meet with Triumph lovers from around the 
world.  In addition to our guests from the United Kingdom, 
there were participants from throughout the United States 
and Canada and even a couple that had flown in (without a 
Triumph) from Australia to attend the convention.  A big 
well done to the Triumph Club of the Carolinas and a spe-
cial thank you to the Triumph Wedge Owners Association 
for bringing Harris Mann to VTR2014! 

Above right:  A bottle on Shelton’s commemorative 
VTR Convention Spitfire Red 

Right:  Bob Fox 

Top:  Paul and Sharon Edelstein and  
Nancy and Lionel Mitchell 

Bottom:  Rich Townsend and Scott Tilton 



EVENTS 
 
All listings including  “*CTR*” are events for 
which club participation points will be awarded. 
 
Sep 27 -  MGs on the Rocks, near Belair, MD, http://
www.mgsofbaltimore.org/ 
Sep 27 - Wings and Wheels, Topping, VA, http://
www.wingsandwheels.us/ 
Oct 3-4 - British Car Festival, Waynesboro, VA, 
Shenandoah Valley British Car Club,  
http://www.svbcc.net/carshow2014.html 
Oct 9-12 - 6-Pack Trials , Oxford, MS,  
http://www.2014trials.com/ 
Oct 12 - The MG Club’s Hunt Country Classic http://
www.mgcarclubdc.com/hcc/hcc_main.html 
 and CTR’s post show get together *CTR*  
Oct TBD - Beer, Bangers, and Brits, Warrenton, VA  
*CTR* 
Oct 24 - Deadline for the November issue of The Standard 
Nov 1 - T4 *CTR* 
Nov 2 - Fall Foliage Tour *CTR* 
Nov 11 - CTR ESB Meeting 
Nov TBD - Wine tasting Tour *CTR* 
Nov TBD - Wedge Instruments Tech Session, Laytonsville, 
MD *CTR* 
Dec 6 - Middleburg, VA, Christmas Parade *CTR* 
Dec 7 - Holiday Party *CTR* 
Jan 13 - CTR ESB Meeting 
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 Club Pride 

CLASSIFIED 
  

CTR assumes no responsibility for quality or condition of merchan-
dise listed herein.  All transactions resulting from listings are strictly 
between buyer and seller. 
  
NOTE: Ads for CTR members shall run on a space available basis 
for 3 issues.   To rerun, please resubmit your ad at end of  the peri-
od.   Other ads are space available only. 
 
Factory TR3 hardtop shell with window for sale:  I re-
moved the window because it is fogged up.  My plan was 
to make a new lexan window with a heat gun.  The top is in 
Springfield, VA.  I’d like to get $550 for the top.  If you're 
interested, e-mail me at capitaldriving@yahoo.com or call 
703-721-1771. 
 
1972 TR6 parts wanted. Clutch hydro (slave and master),  
both outside door handles, all interior  door and window 
handles, transmission cover, headlight trim rings , the 
whole interior (seats, door panels, carpet), top.  Contact 
David White cell 703-898-7041 
 
TR6 Parts for sale.  New Monza Pacesetter Exhaust Head-
er w/ manifold gasket (new price at TRF $240), asking 
$175.  Pair of rebuilt rear hubs w/ U-joints from 
TRF  (price at TRF $718 + $400 core if you don’t have old 
rebuildable hubs), asking $675.  Pair of rebuilt brake cali-
pers w/ pads from TRF  (price at TRF $370 + $100 core if 
you don’t have old rebuildable calipers), asking $325.  New 
8-blade yellow fan w/ installation kit from TRF (new price 
at TRF $63), asking $40.  New semi-metallic brake pads 
from TRF ( new price at TRF $26), asking $15. Used front 
anti-sway bars (3), $20 each. Contact Lionel Mitchell at 
haymarket4@verizon.net or 703-754-7362. 
 
1979 TR7 for sale.  59,000 miles, 5-speed, factory air 
conditioning, convertible.  Too many parts to list.   
Extra 2.0 litre engine.  New top, battery, tan interior, 
$4,000.00 OBO.  David White cell 703-898-7041  Show your club pride with stunning door magnets 

proudly displaying the CTR logo. These magnets are ap-
proximately 8”x12” to fit even the smallest TR3 door!!! 
$18 for the pair - contact 
Patrick Carter (202-285-
7031) to arrange delivery or 
pick them up at the next 
CTR event. These magnets 
are always a big hit at the 
parades in which CTR par-
ticipates. 

 

1976 TR6 for sale.  Excellent condition, rust free, white, 
new soft top.  Car is local to MD\DC\VA area (Anne Arun-
del County).  Contact Richard at richardmount-
ford@me.com 



Officers 

President Stephen Oertwig 660-422-2908  oertwig@mac.com 

Vice President John Buescher 703-522-6571 John.Buescher@calibresys.com 
Secretary Patrick Carter 202-285-7031  PCarter.dc@gmail.com 
Treasurer Rich Smalling 703-430-0920 RJSmalling@aol.com 
Events Directors MD Tom Burke 

(VA Vacant) 
703-354-1361 tburke4@aol.com 

Club Liaison Bruce Hislop 410-721-9411 BMHislop@hotmail.com 
Membership Mark Shlien 202-415-1599  tr6@comcast.com  

Members-at-Large Lionel Mitchell 
RJ Fortwengler 
Karl Johnson 
Matt Schipani 

703-754-7362 
703-243-6426 
703-978-4968 
703-464-4840 

haymarket4@verizon.net 
rfortwengler@verizon.net 
ktjark@aol.com 
matt@ashburnsoftware.com 

BOG Coordinators (Vacant)   

Web Administrators Christopher Yurasko 
John “JP” Puckett 

703-543-8395 
301-395-6566 

cyurasko@yahoo.com 
tr3aguy@verizon.net 

Newsletter Editor Art Fournier 410-535-0690 artfournier@comcast.net 

Advisors  
- TR2/3/3A/3B Rich Wilkins 

John Puckett 
Joe Cannon 

540-349-4065 
301-395-6566 
703-280-1104 

rawpiano@comcast.net 
tr3aguy@verizon.net 
jpc8904@yahoo.com 

- TR4/TR4A Rich Wilkins 540-349-4065 rawpiano@comcast.net 
- TR250 RJ Fortwengler 

Sandy Thomson 
202-236-7682 
410-253-8519 

rfortwengler@verizon.net 
sthomsontr6@gmail.com 

- TR6 Sandy Thomson 
Joe Cannon 

410-253-8519 
703-280-4104 

sthomsontr6@gmail.com 
jpc8904@yahoo.com 

- TR7 Bruce Hislop 410-721-9411 BMHislop@hotmail.com 
- TR8 Paul Edelstein 703-914-0507 pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com 
- Spitfire Art Fournier 410-535-0690 artfournier@comcast.net 
- GT6 & 2000 Saloon Matt Schipani 703-724-1573 matt@ashburnsoftware.com 
- Herald & Dolomite Bill Goodwin 301-870-8594 redrag@outlook.com 
- Stag Paul Scuderi 240-876-7222 trsix_guy@yahoo.com 
- Autocross Lionel Mitchell 703-754-7362 haymarket4@verizon.net 
- Racing Ira Schoen 703-698-1691 Pterodactyl711@aol.com 
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Advertisement of products or 
services in The Standard does 
not imply endorsement of 
such products or services by 
the Capital Triumph Register, 
Ltd. or its members.  

Membership Renewal / Application 
For renewals with unchanged status, return your mailing label 

 
Name 
Address 
 
 
 
Phone 
 
E-mail 

Newsletter Preference:  Electronic                     Paper  
Gift from 

Triumphs owned 
 

Annual Dues: $25.00 or 2 years for $40.00 - Save $10.00 
Checks payable to C.T.R. 

Please complete and return this form to: 
Mark Shlien 

611 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE 
Suite 311 

Washington, DC 20003 

Please indicate whether Home, Work, or Cell 
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TRIUMPH TRIVIA:  So far James Bond has only 
been seen driving a Triumph once.  What was the mod-
el, movie, and Bond actor? 

Triumph Stag - In “Diamonds Are Forever,” Sean Con-
nery is seen early in the movie driving a yellow Stag to 
Amsterdam, while posing as diamond smuggler Peter 
Franks. 

Triumph Trivia 
Christopher Yurasko 

Signs of the Times 

Photo credits:  Page 1 Stephen Oertwig; Page 4 Jay Donn; Page 5 top and bottom left Stephen Oertwig, right and center left Art 
Fournier; Page 7 Tom Burke; Pages 8-13 Art Fournier, Lionel and Nancy Mitchell, and Stephen Oertwig 
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Was CTR at the Hunt Country Classic?  You bet we were! 
 

Here are Bruce Hislop, Jay Christopher, Patrick Carter, 
and Stephen Oertwig.  For more on the HCC, turn to page 4. 

2014 is CTR’s 
25th 

Anniversary! 



CTR Happenings 

Fall Events 
 
The “Beer, Bangers, and Brits”  event couldn’t be worked 

out.  Perhaps the brewery has apprehensive about an event that 
included driving? 

 
In addition to the three events scheduled for November (T4, 

Fall Foliage Tour, and Wedge Weekend), we are also trying to 
plan a winery tour/driving event. At this time, nothing is firmed 
up, but look for information in an evite and on our Facebook page 
when it does.  

 
There are two events planned for December.  On the 6th, we 

are planning to participate once again in the Middleburg, Virgin-
ia, Christmas Parade.  And on the 7th, we will hold our annual 
Holiday Party at a Maryland location.   

 
Details on all these events will be sent out by evites.  Re-

member, if we don’t have your current e-mail address, we can’t 

(Continued on Page 9) 
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From the 
President 
By Stephen Oertwig 

Members are the strength of CTR 
 
Triumphs were out in full force October 12 for the Hunt 

Country Classic British car show sponsored by the MG Car Club 
Washington. There were Triumphs of all models on display, 
some common and some not so common.  

 
It was a spectacular event to see all the Triumphs on display. 

With the unfurling of the Capitol Triumph Register banner on the 
center field, the Hunt Country Classic looked like a Triumph con-
vention. 

 
We made a great showing and most CTR members stayed 

until the end in the rain to hear results. Congratulations to all who 
attended, and bravo to the winners. 

 
The concerted effort of everyone in CTR is our strength. We 

celebrated the victory at Lionel and Nancy Mitchell’s for the an-
nual after Hunt Country Classic dinner. Lionel and Nancy put on 
a first-class feast, and it was a feast for everyone’s eyes because 
of the number of Triumphs on display.  

 
CTR members don’t let the weather stop them from enjoying 

time with friends and on the road with their Triumphs. We’ll be 
back on the roads in November for CTR events. 

 
I had planned to attend the Shenandoah Valley British Car 

Club October 6 in Waynesboro with the GT6. It always is a nice 
show. Time was better spent doing maintenance on the GT6. 
New plugs and plug wires, oil the trunnions and grease all the 
zerks.  That is fun on a GT6, but less fun when you don’t have a 
lift and are working under the car on jack stands. I’m happy pe-
troleum products are better now than they were 40 years ago. 

 
There is a payoff for all the rolling around on the floor and 

skinned knuckles: the joy of driving a Triumph. Dreams of driv-
ing our cars only satisfy so much. It is like going to the restaurant 
and just looking at the menu. It is not very fulfilling. I drove the 
2000 to the Hunt Country Classic.  This is the first time it really 
has been out since CTR members helped put it back together in 
2009. Thank you for the joy of Triumph motoring. 

 
Drive on, and drive often. 

CTR and BOG are on Facebook. 
 
Search Capital Triumph Register and 
Britain on the Green 

“Thanksgiving Triumph” 
Food Drive 

to Help Area Families 
Stephen Oertwig 

Capital Triumph Register members are known for being gen-
erous.  Britain on the Green supports local charities and demon-
strates we are partners in the community.  Many have sampled 
the kindness of CTR members to help get an ailing Triumph back 
on the road 

 
We have a chance to share our charity to support the efforts 

of one of our members.  Canned food drives are common in No-
vember to feed those who need it the most at Thanksgiving. Pam 
Michell, executive director of New Hope Housing Inc., has 
agreed to be accept items collected from a CTR food drive. 

 
CTR will hold a canned food drive during the two events 

scheduled November 1 and November 2.  
 
Saturday, November 1, is the annual Triumph, Taste, Travel, 

and Tech gathering.  On Sunday, November 2, CTR's Fall Foli-
age Ride and Sunday Brunch will send us out on the roads.  

 
Please bring a nonperishable item to both of these CTR 

events. Pam said the best items are: peanut butter, tuna, pasta, 
rice, tomato sauce or canned vegetables.  



T4 
CTR’s 

17th Annual T4 
November 1st 

RJ Fortwengler 
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 Fall Foliage Tour 
November 2nd  

Patrick Carter 

It’s easy to see why the T4 has been a perennial favorite go-
ing into its 17th year.  The Tasty Triumph Tech Tour (T4) has 
been a source of many useful tips over the years.  How to bend 
your own brake lines, how to prepare your car for winter storage, 
how to improve the electrical system of your TR, how to use clay 
bars and other detailing products, the pros and cons of electronic 
ignition, the secrets of Stromberg carburetors, even how to design 
your own garagemahal...............these are just a few of the dozens 
of topics covered in the T4. 

 
So plan to join us on November 1st for the 17th time as we 

combine dining, driving, and tech sessions in progressive fashion 
through the day. This year we will kick off at 9:30 am in RJ and 
Sheila Fortwengler’s garage in Arlington with coffee and break-
fast snacks. This being the Halloween weekend, RJ will give us a 
grab bag of tricks and treats related to troubleshooting engine 
issues and analyzing engine noises.  

 
Next we will be treated to a tech tip from Lionel Mitchell 

related to the full frame-off restoration of his 1975 Maple TR6. 
This will be another of Lionel’s “ask me how I know” tips he has 
gleaned (sometimes the hard and expensive way!) throughout the 
restoration process.  I guarantee you will be greatly informed and 
a little amused as he shares his tips and experiences. 

 
At 11:30 we will caravan to our next stop at Ira and Mary 

Schoen’s home/automotive compound in Annandale.  We haven't 
been over to Ira’s in a while though some T4 veterans may recall 
his useful tips on proper tire pressures and caster/camber settings 
and adjustments.  This year Ira will discuss selecting, purchasing, 
and properly using trailers and tow vehicles.  Ira has been towing 
race cars on everything from two-wheeled dollies to double-axle 
enclosed trailers for 30 years so I’m sure he will have some ex-
cellent advice on how to tow properly and safely with the right 
equipment.  We will enjoy his tip and a some lunch, then con-
clude around 2pm. 

 
The addresses of this year’s T4 stops are: 
 

 RJ Fortwengler’s: 1601 N. Danville Street, Arlington, 
VA  22201 

 
 Ira Schoen’s: 3723 Camelot Drive, Annandale, VA  22003 

 
In addition to the topics being presented you can be assured 

of lots of informal car chat, tech talk, and fun.  Please RSVP to 
the Evite by Thursday, Oct 30th so your hosts can plan for food 
and drinks.  We hope to see you there!   

Summer is officially over - 
days are getting shorter and 
temps are getting cooler.  That 
makes a beach-bum like me 
very sad.  A piece of good news: 
The best top-down motoring 
weather!  That means it’s time 
to check out some fall col-
or.  This year’s Fall Foliage 
Ride will take place on Sunday, 
November 2nd.  This event has been well attended by club mem-
bers for the past four years, making it one of the most popular 
driving events of the year.  2014 will be a repeat of last year’s 
route and restaurant, ending for a roast beef (among many other 
things) buffet brunch in Front Royal at Joe’s Steakhouse near the 
entrance to Skyline Drive.  ( www.joessteak.com ) 

 
The group will assemble at NVCC’s Manassas Campus at 

6901 Sudley Road, Manassas, VA 20109-2305.  This is right off 
the Manassas I-66 exit.  Please meet at 9:00 am so we can meet 
our schedule for a 9:15am group departure.  The route will 
take us down RT29 through Warrenton and on to Luray, VA.  
There will be a coffee/fuel/potty stop in Luray.  Then we will 
continue up Fort Hunt Road to Front Royal ending at Joe’s for 
brunch.  Fort Hunt Road is one of the Virginia’s best “driver’s” 
roads for fall color views. 

  
After brunch and our bellies are full, participants can depart 

the restaurant on their own or in smaller groups to their ultimate 
destinations.  Details still need to be firmed up, but Joe’s should 
be able to do separate checks for our group. 

 
Please be aware that November 2nd is the end of Daylight Sav-

ings - so please change your clocks as to not be late to the 
event!!!!   

 
Keep your eyes peeled for the club event Evite with more 

details.  An RSVP to the Evite is critical so we can give an accu-
rate count to the restaurant.  Your response is appreciated.  I look 
forward to another successful event and conclusion to the 2014 
driving season.  

 
A rain date for the event is Sunday, November 9th (pending 

availability of the restaurant). 
 
  If you have any questions, please contact Patrick at 

pcarter.dc@gmail.com 
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Hunt Country 
Classic (and CTR 
Post-Show Picnic) 

October 12th 

The Hunt Country Classic, held each year at the Willoughby 
Farm near Middleburg, Virginia, is a bittersweet event in that it 
marks the unofficial end of the LBC driving season that began in 
April with CTR’s Britain on the Green.  The show is hosted by 
our friends in the MG Car Club Washington DC Centre and has 
been held under rainy skies the last two years.  The forecast for 
this year didn’t look too promising either.  In fact, a week before 
the show rain seemed almost a certainty, but as the week pro-
gressed, the forecast got better and better until rain was out of it 
completely.  Sunday, October 12th, dawned with sunny skies and 
warming temperatures.  All was well and LBCs would be out in 
force for this fall classic!   

 
The Capital Triumph Register was solidly represented – well 

more than half of the Triumphs on the field belonged to CTR 
members.  There were six Triumph classes:  TR2/3/3A/3B, 
TR4/250/5, TR6, TR7/8, Spitfire and GT6, and Triumph Other.  
The Triumph Other class was especially interesting and included 
a 2000 Saloon, Stag, Herald Estate, and Acclaim.  (The Acclaim 
is basically a rebadged Honda and is rarely seen in the United 
States.  It does, however, make the Wedges seem much more 
solidly legitimate as Triumphs!) 

 
CTR did well in the popular choice voting.  Bill Olson fin-

ished 3rd in the TR2/3/3A/3B class.  Chris Gentile finished 3rd in 
the TR4/250/5 class.  Gregg Bachner finished 1st, Craig Nicholls 
2nd, and Pete Farrell 3rd in the TR6 class.  Paul Edelstein finished 
1st and Lionel Mitchell 2nd in the TR7/8 class.  Jay Christopher 
finished 1st, Patrick Carter 2nd, and Al Ames 3rd in the Spitfire 
and GT6 class.  Bill Goodwin finished 1st, Stephen Oertwig 2nd, 
and David Balboni 3rd in the Triumph Other class.  (See page 16 
for photos of our first place winners.)  Congratulations to all who 
participated and to those who took home awards! 

 
Did we mention the rainless forecast?  Around 3:30 or so as 

the awards presentations were ending, the skies opened up for a 
brief, hard shower.  Mother Nature, it seems, had the last laugh 
after all. 

 
The Hunt Country Classic is always fun and serves as a 

springboard for the second largest British car show held in 
Northern Virginia on Columbus Day weekend – the CTR post 
show get-together which is now a long established tradition at 
Lionel and Nancy Mitchell’s home in Haymarket, Virginia.  As 
always, Triumphs lined the lawn and CTR members, family, and 
friends congregated on the wide verandas for food and fellow-
ship. 

 
CTR extends a sincere thank you to the MG club for hosting 

the Hunt Country Classic and a great big round of applause to 
Lionel and Nancy for having us into their home! 

The Triumph area of the Hunt Country Classic show field 
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Above top:  Rich Wilkins  
and Patrick Carter 

Center:  Bruce Hislop  
and John Buescher 
Bottom:  Bill Olson 

Above top:  Alan Stiley,  
Linda Hollingsworth and a friend 

Center:  Bill Goodwin 
Bottom:  Bill Wemhoff, Rich Townsend, 

and Rich Wilkins 

Above top:  Al Ames 
Center:  Art Fournier  
and Stephen Oertwig 

Bottom:  Carol Goodwin 
and Ho Yong Oertwig - Do you have 

any Grey Poupon? 
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Above top:  Stephen Oertwig and Heath Bjordahl 
Center:  Patti Townsend and Kathy Wemhoff 

Center:  Lionel Mitchell, Jonathan Thomson, and 
Scott Thomson 

Bottom:  Tom Burke, Steele Lipe, 
and Bruce Hislop 

Above top:  Patrick Carter, Craig Nicholls, 
and Lionel Mitchell 

Center:  Lionel Mitchell with grandson Uriah - 
nice ‘stach Uriah! 

Bottom:  Steve Mumma 

Above top:  Sharon and Paul Edelstein 
Center:  Emma, Ethan, 
and John “JP” Puckett 

Bottom:  Mary and Tom Burke 



CTR Name Badges.  We will place our next order 
for CTR name badges on November 15th.  The badges 
are plastic, about 1 inch by 3.5 inches, and have a pin 
back.  They are gold with the CTR logo and your name 
in black.  If you’re interested, the badges are $5.00 each.  
To order, please pay by cash or a check made out to the 
“Capital Triumph Register.”  Contact Art Fournier at 
artfournier@comcast.net or 410-535-0690 to order.  
Specify exactly how you want your name to appear. 
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CTR and BOG 
Regalia in Time for 

the Holidays! 
Lionel Mitchell 

CTR and BOG Regalia is available through Fourth Gear 
LTD on-line!  No more waiting to find out if the club has a 
shirt or cap in stock and more importantly, in your size.  Just 
go to the Fourth Gear web site (http://www.fourth-gear-
ltd.com/) and order what you want.  Merchandise cost and 
shipping cost are reasonable and service is prompt.  Product 
selection and colors are good as is product quality. 

  
We have our CTR club logo and the BOG logo on-file 

with Fourth Gear under the British Car Club Logo Gallery.  
These logos can be embroidered on the different items.  
Products such as polo shirts, sweatshirts, jackets, caps, 
patches, and tool bags, among other products, can be select-
ed under the On-line Shopping link.  Enter the logo code 
(CL003 for CTR or CL027 for BOG) as part of the item de-
scription and then check out as with any on-line web site. 
Ordering instructions are given on the home page.  Embroi-
dered items can be ordered in any quantity.  

  
We are moving away from having to manage club rega-

lia inventory.  Having a supplier such as Fourth Gear allows 
us to do that while still having a source where members can 
order regalia on-demand. 

 
When exploring the Fourth Gear web site, you’ll also 

notice that they have other logo galleries for Triumph and 
other British cars as well as British marque logos.  You 

could custom-design you own merchandise with more than 
one logo.  Ralph at Fourth Gear is very amenable to custom 
orders both in terms of the logos as well as products not 
show on the web site.  So, feel free to call him if you want 
something completely different. 

  
So, now there is no excuse for missing participation 

points at club events for not having club clothing. 
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CTR - How About 
a Road Trip? 

May 14-17, 2015 

      I’m reaching out to coordinate Triumph club awareness and 
involvement in the 2015 Kastner Cup, which as you know will be 
in your back yard next May at Summit Point.  For Triumph club 
members who are not racing, there’s great spectating, free rein to 
wander through the pits and talk to the drivers and check out the 
cars.  There’s also a car show of vintage cars in the field overlook-
ing part of the track – there’s usually a good turn-out for this and it 
requires coordination with the organizer, Chuck Tilley of Country 
Roads Car Club.  Entry in the show gets participants a discounted 
entry ticket to the track, so it’s actually cheaper than paying for a 
spectator ticket.  Chuck also organizes charity laps at lunch time 
on race days, and if there's enough interest we could get a Tri-
umphs-only charity lap on Saturday before the Triumph race, 
which would be pretty cool. 
  
      Chuck has told me that for whatever reason, one of the MG 
clubs is organizing a weekend around the 2015 event, so it would 
be great to get a terrific turn-out of Triumphs and get a little rival-
ry going!  As I’m sure you know, there are great country roads in 
the area, historic sites, etc., so it would be easy to put together a 
fun Triumph club weekend that involves watching the rac-
ing.  There’s also go-kart rentals/racing at Summit for those who 
are looking to exercise their competitive itch.  Summit’s a good 
place to camp and there are plenty of reasonable places to stay in 
the area. 
  
At best, what I'm really looking for is one of the Triumph chapters 
to offer to coordinate the street car participation and non-racing 
events.  Minimally, I'm hoping we can get the info about the race 

weekend posted into all the club newsletters.  Happy to talk - let me know what you think the level of interest will be.  I’m expecting 
we will have 30-40 Triumphs racing next May, of pretty much all models, TR3, 4, 6, Spitfire, GT6, a couple of sedans, and some Tri-
umph-powered TVRs and perhaps a Peerless. 

  
Not sure how much you already know about this race weekend or vintage races in general at Summit Point, so at the risk of repeat-

ing, here’s the overview I sent out to the Triumph racers: 
  
The Friends of Triumph (“FOT”) and the Vintage Racing Group (VRG), organizers for the Jefferson 500 at Summit Point (West 

Virginia), have agreed that Triumph will be the featured marque in 2015, hosting the Kastner Cup.  All Triumph-powered vintage race 
cars are welcome.  The Kastner Cup is an annual gathering and racing event for Triumph racers, and honors R.W. “Kas” Kastner, who 
ran the U.S. Triumph racing program in the 1960s-1970s, and has over 50 years experience in the automotive and racing industry.  Kas 
himself will be in attendance, presenting the Kastner Cup to the car and driver selected for the award by Kas each year. 

 
The Jefferson 500, typically held the third weekend in May, was created twenty years ago by Bill Scott, the track owner, and his 

friend Brian Redman to bring vintage racing to this charming, “old school” track.  VRG’s philosophy is to deliver a lot of track time at 
a reasonable entry fee - the event includes a Thursday practice day, a driver’s school for novices and three days of qualifying and rac-
ing.  Track time abounds!  In 2014 the event had over 200 entrants, eight race groups from 20-40 cars each.  There will be ample prac-
tice and racing time, and an all-Triumph race on Saturday.  



CTR Happenings (Continued from  Page 2) 

Wedge Weekend 
November 8th  

Tom Burke 
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Summit Point is a good track for Triumph cars - the main 
circuit is 2.0 miles, ten turns, 400’ of elevation change, with lots 
of good twisty bits and a 2,900 foot main straight. Opened in 
1969, the track initially hosted IMSA and Trans-Am races but 
today is primarily used today by SCCA, clubs and for motorcycle 
racing.  There are three independent road courses at the property, 
though the SCCA only runs on the largest - the one the Jefferson 
will be on.  The track is located about 70 miles west of Washing-
ton DC, with many places to stay nearby. 

 
It’s a great spectator track and event - full access to the pits, 

great viewing of virtually every point on the track and lots of 
room for camping and display of street cars.  

 
Please put this event on your calendar for May 14-17, 2015!   
 

Scott Janzen 

Saturday, November 8th is the date for the “Wedge Weekend,” 
a gathering of our burgeoning CTR Cheese-Round of TR7 and 
TR8 Wedges here at my home in Laytonsville, Maryland.  
Our primary objective is to delve into the mysteries behind the 
vast plastic dashboard with its exotic array of indicator 
lights, switches, relays, fuses, and barely visible illumination.  
This will be a learning experience for me as well, as I have not 
dug into the wedge dash previously, so there will be plenty of 
opportunities to laugh and point.  I have purchased a handful of 
LED lights that supposedly can be installed to make the dash-
board sparkle like the Blackpool Illuminations.  I also have sever-
al other types of incandescent and LED bulbs suitable for use in 
the TR7/8 dash.  Other TR7/8 technical puzzles can be discussed 
and addressed, as well, if there are any (ha ha). 

 
All y’all who are not blessed with our dynamically-diagonal, 

red-haired step-child of the Triumph family are, likewise, wel-
come to attend.  There will be beer and burgers and coffee and 
doughnuts, but not necessarily in that order.  

 
We will certainly take a drive across the green hills and russet 

valleys of Upper Montgomery County after lunch.  The festivities 
will commence at 10 am.  An Evite will be circulated to the CTR 
membership soon.  Please RSVP so we know how much food to 
lay in for the occasion.  If you need directions, please e-mail me 
at tburke4@aol.com or call 703-354-1361. 

 
Cheers, 
Tom Burke 

send you evites and we can’t keep you posted on  late breaking 
changes and updates! 

 
A TR6 in the Movies 

 
Tim Shalvey shared a link to the trailer for Kill the Messen-

ger, which is coming to theaters this month.  The film’s protago-
nist drives a green TR6, which can be see several times in the clip 
at:   

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VW4XO-52ubE 

 
 

Britain on the Green Video 
  
Todd McCormick has produced a great video on BOG 2014.  

If you haven’t seen it — it’s linked on our Facebook pages — 
you can see it at:   

 
http://vimeo.com/105623640 
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CTR Picnic 
September 20th 

Bill and Carol Goodwin hosted a CTR picnic and belat-
ed BOG TGIO at their home in Bryantown, Maryland, on 
September 20th.  Attendance was a bit light, but those who 
participated enjoyed good company and good food.  On 
hand in addition to Bill and Carol were John Buescher, Art 
Fournier, Bob Fox, Roger and Mary Haley, Bruce and Da-
vid Hislop, and Stephen and Ho Yong Oertwig.  Bill’s 
neighbor Bob Gagner was also on hand with his MGA as 
was CTR’s special guest Mark Wagner, editor of the St. 
Louis Triumph Owners Association newsletter.  Mark was 
in the area, spotted a Triumph and followed up with an on-
line inquiry that resulted in an invitation from Bruce to 
“come on down.”  A big CTR thank you goes to Bill and 

Carol for taking time to host the event before Bill’s trip to 
the United Kingdom for the Round Britain Reliability Run. 

This page top:  Bob Gagner, Bob Ford, Roger Haley discuss Bob 
Gagner’s MGA 

Above left:  Bob Ford “shops” while John Buescher mans the grill 
Bottom left:  Bob Ford and Mary and Roger Haley 

Above center:  The Triumph dealership in Bill Goodwin’s train room 
Center:  Roger Haley’s TR3B 

Bottom center:  David and Bruce Hislop with Bill’s restoration Herald 
Above right:  Bruce Hislop and Mark Wagner 

Next page top left:  Bill Goodwin and Roger Haley 
Top right:  Roger Haley, Stephen Oertwig, aand Mary Haley in Bill’s 

spacious garage 
Bottom left:  Bill Goodwin’s cars on the lawn include a Ford Galaxy 

convertible, three Heralds, and an early Jeep CJ 
Bottom right:  Bill’s cars along with a TR3B, a TR7, a TR6,  

and a MGA 
 



The Vintage Triumph 
Register was founded in 1974 and 
is dedicated to the maintenance, preserva-
tion and enjoyment of the Triumph 
marque.  Membership benefits include a bi
-monthly magazine, The Vintage Tri-
umph.  To join, send $35 for a one-year 
US membership to: 
 
The Vintage Triumph Register 
PO Box 655 
Howell, MI 48844 
 
Or go to the Vintage 
Triumph Register 
website, www.vtr.org, 
for additional information  and a member-
ship application. 
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CTR West GYHD 
September 27th 
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A number of CTR members in the western reaches live 
close enough together to offer ready support to each oth-
er’s on-going technical and restoration projects and occa-
sionally (or at least so we’re told) share a cold brew.  On 
September 27th Lionel Mitchell, Tim Shalvey, Steve Mum-
ma, Rich Wilkins, Mark Shlien, and Tim’s neighbor Dave 
got together at Lionel’s for an impromptu Get Your Hands 
Dirty session.  As Lionel tells it: 
  

We worked on Tim’s TR250 project car trying to start 
the engine without success, although it did turn over freely. 
He brought a fresh battery, fresh gas, vinyl hose, known 
good coil, and new condenser, plus wiring bits. The plugs, 
ignition wires, and points, which we sanded, appeared to 
be good enough.  Tim spliced the house into the fuel pump 
inlet pipe and wired the switch directly to the battery.  Af-
ter much fettling, Tim called it a day.  
  

On Steve’s TR6, we changed his rear springs, replac-
ing the stock springs with shorter, stiffer ones from Rich-
ard Good.  That’s a very simple task: you just support the 
trailing arm and un-do the shock link. The arm falls when 
the jack is released and the spring falls out. Installation is 
the reverse. Installing front springs is much more involved 
and requires a TR6 specific spring compressor, which I 
have. After studying the installation, Steve decided to post-
pone installing the front springs for another day because of 
the time factor. 

On Mark’s TR6, we installed additional tweeter speak-
ers directly behind the eye-ball vents on the facia. The wir-
ing was directly into the existing speaker wires. 

Left:  Tim Shalvey trying to start his TR250 project car 
Above:  Rich Wilkins lends Tim a hand 
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Top:  Mark Shlien and Steve Mumma off Tim Shalvey 
encouragement from a safe distance 

Center:  Triumphs (and another British car) on the lawn 
Below:  Mark Shlien and Lionel Mitchell have at the rear 

springs on Steve Mumma’s TR6 

Above:  Mark Shlien lends Steve Mumma a hand with in-
stalling the new shorter, stiffer rear springs on his TR6 



EVENTS 
 
All listings including  “*CTR*” are events for 
which club participation points will be awarded. 
 
Oct 18 - Rockville Antique and Classic Car Show, 
Rockville, MD, 
http://www.rockvillemd.gov/index.aspx?nid=667 
Nov 1 - T4 *CTR* 
Nov 2 - Fall Foliage Tour *CTR* 
Nov 8 - Wedge Instruments Tech Session, Laytonsville, 
MD *CTR* 
Nov 10 - Deadline for the November issue of The Standard 
Nov 11 - CTR ESB Meeting 
Nov TBD - Wine tasting Tour *CTR* 
Dec 6 - Middleburg, VA, Christmas Parade *CTR* 
Dec 7 - Holiday Party *CTR* 
Jan 13 - CTR ESB Meeting 
Jan TBD - Annual Awards Brunch, VA location *CTR* 
Jan TBD - Britain on the Green Planning Meeting 
Jan 23-Feb 1 - Washington Auto Show 
Jan 30 - CTR Night at the Washington Auto Show *CTR* 
Feb TBD - Winter Dinner, MD location *CTR* 
Mar  10 - CTR ESB Meeting 
Apr 26 - Britain on the Green at Gunston Hall, Lorton, VA 
*CTR* 
May 14-17 - Kastner Cup at Summit Point Raceway 
 

*** Much More to Come *** 

18th Annual 

Britain on the Green 
April 26, 2015 

Gunston Hall, Lorton, VA 
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 Club Pride 

CLASSIFIED 
  

CTR assumes no responsibility for quality or condition of merchan-
dise listed herein.  All transactions resulting from listings are strictly 
between buyer and seller. 
  
NOTE: Ads for CTR members shall run on a space available basis 
for 3 issues.   To rerun, please resubmit your ad at end of  the peri-
od.   Other ads are space available only. 
 
1972 TR6 parts wanted. Clutch hydro (slave and master),  
both outside door handles, all interior  door and window 
handles, transmission cover, headlight trim rings , the 
whole interior (seats, door panels, carpet), top.  Contact 
David White cell 703-898-7041 
 
TR6 Parts for sale.  New Monza Pacesetter Exhaust Head-
er w/ manifold gasket (new price at TRF $240), asking 
$175.  Pair of rebuilt rear hubs w/ U-joints from 
TRF  (price at TRF $718 + $400 core if you don’t have old 
rebuildable hubs), asking $675.  Pair of rebuilt brake cali-
pers w/ pads from TRF  (price at TRF $370 + $100 core if 
you don’t have old rebuildable calipers), asking $325.  New 
8-blade yellow fan w/ installation kit from TRF (new price 
at TRF $63), asking $40.  New semi-metallic brake pads 
from TRF ( new price at TRF $26), asking $15. Used front 
anti-sway bars (3), $20 each. Contact Lionel Mitchell at 
haymarket4@verizon.net or 703-754-7362. 
 
1979 TR7 for sale.  59,000 miles, 5-speed, factory air con-
ditioning, convertible.  Too many parts to list.   Extra 2.0 
litre engine.  New top, battery, tan interior, $4,000.00 OBO.  
David White cell 703-898-7041  

Show your club pride with stunning door magnets 
proudly displaying the CTR logo. These magnets are ap-
proximately 8”x12” to fit even the smallest TR3 door!!! 
$18 for the pair - contact Pat-
rick Carter (202-285-7031) 
to arrange delivery or pick 
them up at the next CTR 
event. These magnets are 
always a big hit at the pa-
rades in which CTR partici-
pates. 

1976 TR6 for sale.  Excellent condition, rust free, white, 
new soft top.  Car is local to MD\DC\VA area (Anne Arun-
del County).  Contact Richard at richardmount-
ford@me.com 



Officers 

President Stephen Oertwig 660-422-2908  oertwig@mac.com 

Vice President John Buescher 703-522-6571 John.Buescher@calibresys.com 
Secretary Patrick Carter 202-285-7031  PCarter.dc@gmail.com 
Treasurer Rich Smalling 703-430-0920 RJSmalling@aol.com 
Events Directors MD Tom Burke 

(VA Vacant) 
703-354-1361 tburke4@aol.com 

Club Liaison Bruce Hislop 410-721-9411 BMHislop@hotmail.com 
Membership Mark Shlien 202-415-1599  tr6@comcast.com  

Members-at-Large Lionel Mitchell 
RJ Fortwengler 
Karl Johnson 
Matt Schipani 

703-754-7362 
703-243-6426 
703-978-4968 
703-464-4840 

haymarket4@verizon.net 
rfortwengler@verizon.net 
ktjark@aol.com 
matt@ashburnsoftware.com 

BOG Coordinators (Vacant)   

Web Administrators Christopher Yurasko 
John “JP” Puckett 

703-543-8395 
301-395-6566 

cyurasko@yahoo.com 
tr3aguy@verizon.net 

Newsletter Editor Art Fournier 410-535-0690 artfournier@comcast.net 

Advisors  
- TR2/3/3A/3B Rich Wilkins 

John Puckett 
Joe Cannon 

540-349-4065 
301-395-6566 
703-280-1104 

rawpiano@comcast.net 
tr3aguy@verizon.net 
jpc8904@yahoo.com 

- TR4/TR4A Rich Wilkins 540-349-4065 rawpiano@comcast.net 
- TR250 RJ Fortwengler 

Sandy Thomson 
202-236-7682 
410-253-8519 

rfortwengler@verizon.net 
sthomsontr6@gmail.com 

- TR6 Sandy Thomson 
Joe Cannon 

410-253-8519 
703-280-4104 

sthomsontr6@gmail.com 
jpc8904@yahoo.com 

- TR7 Bruce Hislop 410-721-9411 BMHislop@hotmail.com 
- TR8 Paul Edelstein 703-914-0507 pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com 
- Spitfire Al Ames 540-742-0700 alames@embarqmail.com 

- GT6 & 2000 Saloon Matt Schipani 703-724-1573 matt@ashburnsoftware.com 
- Herald & Dolomite Bill Goodwin 301-870-8594 redrag@outlook.com 
- Stag Paul Scuderi 240-876-7222 trsix_guy@yahoo.com 
- Autocross Lionel Mitchell 703-754-7362 haymarket4@verizon.net 
- Racing Ira Schoen 703-698-1691 Pterodactyl711@aol.com 

OFFICERS AND ADVISORS THE STANDARD 
Published by the 

Capital Triumph 
Register, Ltd. 

 

Editor,  Art Fournier   
4729 Willows Road, 

Chesapeake Beach, MD 
20732-4221 

Phone:  410-535-0690 
E-mail - 

artfournier@comcast.net 
 

The Standard welcomes all 
submitted material for 
publication; however, neither 
its editor nor the CTR accept 
responsibility for accuracy of 
article content or any damage 
or injury resulting from 
suggested modifications.  
Articles may be submitted in 
writing, by mail, or e-mail.  
Photos are also very welcome.  
If any mailed material must be 
returned,  please include a self
-addressed, stamped envelope. 
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Advertisement of products or 
services in The Standard does 
not imply endorsement of 
such products or services by 
the Capital Triumph Register, 
Ltd. or its members.  

Membership Renewal / Application 
For renewals with unchanged status, return your mailing label 

 
Name 
Address 
 
 
 
Phone 
 
E-mail 

Newsletter Preference:  Electronic                     Paper  
Gift from 

Triumphs owned 
 

Annual Dues: $25.00 or 2 years for $40.00 - Save $10.00 
Checks payable to C.T.R. 

Please complete and return this form to: 
Mark Shlien 

611 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE 
Suite 311 

Washington, DC 20003 

Please indicate whether Home, Work, or Cell 



THE STANDARD 4729 Willows Road
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732-4221

TRIUMPH TRIVIA:  Which of the following Tri-
umphs was not part of the legendary Group 44 race 
team? 

The TR250 was not used by the team.  You can learn 
more about the team and their cars at: http://
www.mossmotoring.com/bob-tullius-group-44-inc/  

Triumph Trivia 
Christopher Yurasko 

CTR’s First Place Winners 
at the Hunt Country Classic 

Photo credits:  Pages 1 and 4-6 Art Fournier; Pages 10 and 11 Art Fournier and Stephen Oertwig; Pages 12 and 13 Lionel 
Mitchell; Page 13 (bottom left) Steve Mumma; Page 16 Stephen Oertwig 

Top left:  Gregg Bachner, TR6 Class; Top right:  Paul Edelstein, 
TR7/8 Class; Bottom left:  Bill Goodwin, Triumph Other Class; 

Bottom right:  Jay Christopher, Spitfire and GT6 Class 
(With them in each picture is Christopher Kintner, president of the 

MG Car Club Washington DC Centre) 

A.  TR3 
B.  TR4A 
C.  TR250 

D.  TR6 
E.  GT6 
F.  TR7 

G.  TR8 
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The old and the new:  Diane Page’s TR3A and Lionel Mitchell’s TR7 
at Luray, Virginia, during the gas and rest stop on CTR’s Fall Foliage  Ride 

on November 2nd.   
 

For more on this annual tour, see page 4. 

2014 is CTR’s 
25th 

Anniversary! 



CTR Happenings 

Please Welcome CTR’s Newest Member: 
 Marcus Nealley, Falls Church, VA, 1975 TR6 

 
Winter Events 

 
In addition to the Middleburg Parade and the Holiday Party, 
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From the 
President 
By Stephen Oertwig 

Have you driven your Triumph today? 
 
November has been an exciting month to get out and drive 

with CTR members.  We kicked off the month with 17th Annual 
Tasty Triumph Tech Tour. The next day was the Fall Foliage 
Tour. The following weekend was the Wedge Weekend.  My 
wife asked if I had enough of driving the GT6. Frankly, my dear, 
I have not. Triumphs are made to be driven. 

 
Cheaper gasoline prices have made it more affordable to get 

out and drive often. We won’t get back to the days when gasoline 
was 25 cents a gallon, but $2.59 a gallon doesn’t sting the wallet 
as much. If only we could get 99 octane, ethanol-free gas.  I keep 
a record of gasoline purchases. Gasoline for the GT6 was $1.87 
in March 2005. The most paid for gasoline was $4.52 in Septem-
ber 2012 in Honolulu. That is the price you pay for living in Para-
dise. 

 
I read about a TR driver who got a tank of watered down 

gasoline. It does happen for a variety of reasons. He was lucky he 
had kept the receipt, and was able to prove he purchased gas on 
the day there was a problem.  The moral of the here is to save 
receipts, at least until the next fill-up. 

 
My last Triumph drive ended on a dark note. I drove the GT6 

at night, and when I went to go home, there was not enough juice 
to turn the starter. I was parked on a hill and did a rolling start.  I 
knew the alternator was going bad, but didn’t pay enough atten-
tion to the problem. When you drive, you must do maintenance.  I 
put a note up on the CTR Facebook page, and lots of members 
had information on replacements for the Lucas alternator. Thanks 
to all for the great advice. 

 
The alternator needs to be replaced before the CTR holiday 

party Dec. 7. We look forward to seeing everyone to celebrate a 
great year for CTR and Triumphs. 

 
Drive on, and drive often. 
 

CTR members show generosity during food drive 
 

Capital Triumph Register held a “Thanksgiving Triumph” 
food drive in November. Canned goods were donated at the T4, 
Fall Foliage drive, and the Wedge Weekend. 

 
CTR’s food drive was for New Hope Housing Inc.  CTR 

member Pam Michell is executive director of New Hope 
Housing, which seeks to end the cycle of homelessness by 

offering homeless men, women and children in northern Virginia 
the services they need to change their lives. 

 
CTR members were very generous.  More than 50 pounds of 

canned goods and $60 in cash were donated.  Donations were 
delivered November 11.  

John Sura, Jennifer Hoskins, John Buescher, 
and Ho Yong Oertwig collect canned goods when the CTR Fall 

Foliage Ride was literally turned into a Food Drive! 
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CTR holds several events through the winter months.   
 
In January, we will hold our BOG Kickoff Meeting.  This is 

tentatively planned for Saturday, January 10th at Gunston Hall in 
Lorton, Virginia, pending confirmation of that location’s availa-
bility.  Our annual Awards Brunch and Business Meeting is tenta-
tively set for Sunday, January 25th.  A location and details will be 
in the December newsletter.  On Friday evening, January 30th, 
CTR will once again attend the Washington Auto Show at the 
Convention Center in the District. 

 
Looking ahead to February, we will hold our annual Winter 

Dinner on a Saturday evening at a Maryland location.   
 

Surplus Canopies 
 

CTR owns two 10’ x 20’ canopies that we have not used in 
several years.  The canopies were originally intended for use at 
Britain on the Green; however, they are somewhat time-
consuming to erect and have been stored for a number of years.  
If there is interest, we would like to sell these to CTR members.  
If you’re interested, please get in touch with one of the CTR of-
ficers (see page 15 for contact information). 

 
CTR You Tube Channel 

 
Thanks to Christopher Yurasko, CTR now has its own You Tube 
channel where you may view BOG and CTR event videos.  
Here’s the link:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCEBXsxSCRFXkbEuK5z1tE5A/playlists  Post videos on You 
Tube, then send the link to Christopher (cyurasko@yahoo.com  ) to 
be included. 

 
For the Newsletter 

  
We are always looking for articles, tech tips, and items of 

interest to include in the newsletter and to share with the other 
members of CTR.  Keep those contributions coming! 

Middleburg 
Christmas Parade 

December 6th 

Lionel Mitchell 

Join fellow CTR members in the Middleburg, VA, Christ-
mas Parade on Saturday, December 6th.  Be sure to dress warm-
ly.   On the day of the parade you have two options.  Meet at the 
Wal-Mart parking lot in Haymarket near the intersection of 
Routes VA 55 and US 15 (near the Sheetz gas station) at 10:30 
AM, then motor over back roads through The Plains to Middle-
burg.  Or meet us separately at the American Legion Post build-
ing on Route 626 in Middleburg where the parade lines 
up.  Lunch is on your own or with the group in Middleburg.  The 
parade steps off at 2:00 PM.   For those interested, there will be a 
return drive to Haymarket over challenging roads. In the event of 
inclement weather, our participation is cancelled.  Please sign up 
on the E-vite.  More information on the Christmas Parade may be 
found at:  http://www.christmasinmiddleburg.org/ 

 
One of the reasons for participating in this parade is for the 

exposure for the club and our Britain on the Green car show.  
Many of us use the CTR door magnets on our cars during the 
parade.  This is an excellent way to show the crowd who we are.  
I’ve heard comments from people in the crowd when they see the 
magnets.  If you’re attending the parade and want to get a pair of 
the magnets, we will have them for sale at the parade.  A pair of 
the magnets is $18 (see page 14). 

Capital Triumph Register 

Holiday Party 
December 7th 

CTR will hold its annual holiday party 
on Sunday, December 7th, at Bill and Carol 
Goodwin’s home near Waldorf, Maryland, 
commencing at 2:00 pm.  The format re-
mains the same as in past years.  Bring a 
dish to share along with your sense of hu-
mor and a gift for each person who wishes 
to participate in CTR’s traditional free-for-
all, take-no-prisoners gift exchange.  The gift value should be 

about $10.00 to $15.00.  The gift may be serious, outrageous, 
holiday or automotive, but please keep it clean and, please, no 
used pistons or sparkplugs!  Rumor has it that Father Christmas, 
or as he is known locally Santa Claus, will once again be on hand 
to help out with the gift exchange. 

  
Bill and Carol will supply a meat tray and drinks.   It is gently 

requested that guests bring dishes to share according to the initial 
of their last name:  

 A-H - Appetizers 
 I-Q - Side Dishes 
 R-Z - Desserts 

   
Please respond to the evite or contact Bill at re-

drag@outlook.com or 301-870-8594 to RSVP, get directions, or 
obtain additional information.  Bill and Carol’s home is at 13972 
Mt. Eagle Lane, Waldorf, MD 20601.  

 
Our Holiday Party will be a wonderful occasion with plenty 

of cheer, great stories and much laugher, so don't miss the 
fun!  Please join us!!  Ho!  Ho!  Ho! 
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 Fall Foliage Ride 
November 2nd  

Patrick Carter 

The CTR celebrated fall and the change of seasons with the 
reprise of the Fall Foliage Ride. On Sunday November 2nd, partic-
ipants met at the parking lot of the NVCC Manassas Campus.  It 
was a very brisk and windy morning with an overcast sky.  So 
brisk and windy in fact that not one car showed up with their top 
down.  But, this did not dissuade 23 members from participating.  
Mostly Triumphs, but also a few daily drivers, a Jag and a Por-
sche were in attendance.  I was ecstatic to see a few new faces. 

 
Our itinerary took us the same route as last year.  We headed 

out Rt. 29 towards Warrenton.  Being the most congested portion 
of the drive, we were fortunate that the group was able to stay 
together.  Passing Warrenton, we proceeded towards Luray, VA 
where the scenery and “spirited” roads improved for motoring.  
Our British cars tackled the crossing of Skyline Drive with vigor.  
Fortunately we proceeded to Luray without delay, and didn’t 
have to sit in the line of cars entering Skyline Drive with all the 
other “leafers” out to see some color. 

Because of the winds the night before and that mornings, we 
may have missed the peak color on the trees, especially in the 
higher elevations.  

 
In Luray, we joined up with Al and Eleanor Ames who led 

us up to Fort Valley Road towards Front Royal.  Fort Valley is 
one of the best roads for our little cars.  Steep changes in eleva-
tion, hairpin turns and vistas of the river and mountains offer an 
ever changing landscape for the drivers and passengers.  The en-
tire ride took us about 120 miles and 3 hours.  

 
At about 12:30 we ended the event at Joe’s Steakhouse in 

Front Royal for a prime rib brunch.  The restaurant supplies us 
with a private room where we can sit in large groups and talk 
about cars, life and life with our cars.  (For better or worse.) 

 
After brunch Diane Page couldn’t get her TR3 started, even 

after trying to jump it; only a gentle push got her going.  Several 
of us escorted her back towards NoVa.  Not a bad escort: a TR7, 
a Spitfire, a GT6 and a TR6.  We made it to The Plains, VA and 
her TR3 died again.  We waited for her to get a tow and the rest 
of us departed home.  

 
Overall it was a very successful event, which grows every 

year.  Being our last formal driving event of the year, it’s nice to 
go out with a bang.  Check out more photos of the event on Face-
book and a video by Tom Burke on our club’s new YouTube 
channel.  
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Above top:  Steele Lipe 
Above center:  Stephen Prior 
Above:  Triumphs on the road 

Above top:  In Fort Valley, west of the 
Shenandoah Valley 

Above top center:  Kathy and Bill Wemhoff 
Above lower center:  Mary and Tom Burke 

Above bottom:  Diane Page 
 

Right top:  Jennifer Hoskins 
Right second from the top:  At Joe’s Steak 

House 

Above third from the top:  Mary Burke, 
Kathy Wemhoff, and Sara Buescher 

Above second from the bottom:  Ho Yong 
Oertwig, Bob Ford, and Tom Burke 

Above bottom:  Triumphs at Joe’s Steak 
House 



Fall Foliage Tour (Continued from  Page 5) 
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Above top:  Ho Yong Oertwig, Bob Ford, Tom and Mary Burke, 
Lionel Mitchell, and Stephen Oertwig 

Above center:  John Sula, Tim Shalvey’s neighbor Joe Cirigliano, 
and Tim Shalvey 

Above bottom:  Eleanor and Al Ames, Jay Christopher, 
and Patrick Carter 

Above top:  Triumphs at Joe’s Steak House in Front Royal 
Above center:  Diane Page’s TR3 A with its Triumph escort  

waiting for a tow home 
Above bottom:  An unfortunate end to an otherwise great day 



CTR Name Badges.  We will place our next order 
for CTR name badges on December 15th.  The badges are 
plastic, about 1 inch by 3.5 inches, and have a pin back.  
They are gold with the CTR logo and your name in 
black.  If you’re interested, the badges are $5.00 each.  
To order, please pay by cash or a check made out to the 
“Capital Triumph Register.”  Contact Art Fournier at 
artfournier@comcast.net or 410-535-0690 to order.  
Specify exactly how you want your name to appear. 
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CTR and BOG 
Regalia in Time for 

the Holidays! 
Lionel Mitchell 

CTR and BOG Regalia is available through Fourth Gear 
LTD on-line!  No more waiting to find out if the club has a 
shirt or cap in stock and more importantly, in your size.  Just 
go to the Fourth Gear web site (http://www.fourth-gear-
ltd.com/) and order what you want.  Merchandise cost and 
shipping cost are reasonable and service is prompt.  Product 
selection and colors are good as is product quality. 

  
We have our CTR club logo and the BOG logo on-file 

with Fourth Gear under the British Car Club Logo Gallery.  
These logos can be embroidered on the different items.  
Products such as polo shirts, sweatshirts, jackets, caps, 
patches, and tool bags, among other products, can be select-
ed under the On-line Shopping link.  Enter the logo code 
(CL003 for CTR or CL027 for BOG) as part of the item de-
scription and then check out as with any on-line web site. 
Ordering instructions are given on the home page.  Embroi-
dered items can be ordered in any quantity.  

  
We are moving away from having to manage club rega-

lia inventory.  Having a supplier such as Fourth Gear allows 
us to do that while still having a source where members can 
order regalia on-demand. 

 
When exploring the Fourth Gear web site, you’ll also 

notice that they have other logo galleries for Triumph and 
other British cars as well as British marque logos.  You 

could custom-design you own merchandise with more than 
one logo.  Ralph at Fourth Gear is very amenable to custom 
orders both in terms of the logos as well as products not 
show on the web site.  So, feel free to call him if you want 
something completely different. 

  
So, now there is no excuse for missing participation 

points at club events for not having club clothing. 
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T4 
CTR’s 

17th Annual T4 
November 1st 

RJ Fortwengler 

On Saturday November 1st CTR members gathered for the 
17th Annual Tasty Triumph Tech Tour (T4).  We started in RJ 
Fortwengler’s garage and, after fortifying ourselves with coffee 
and pastry, had a tech session on troubleshooting engine issues if 
you find yourself stranded on the side of the road.  A few simple 
tests and careful looking and listening will often reveal the prob-
lem to be fuel or spark related.  With a little luck, some basic 
supplies, and some of the tips discussed you hopefully will be 
able to perform a temporary repair sufficient to get you on your 
way. 

Next we were treated to a presentation from Lionel Mitchell 
on how to plan and organize yourself and your car for a full frame
-off restoration.  Lionel is currently working through the restora-
tion of his original owner 1975 maple TR6 and he shared some of 
the dos and don’ts he has learned throughout the process.  The 
major take-a-way here is that you can’t be too organized as the 
sequencing and dependencies as you re-assemble the car are criti-
cal.  If you are planning a frame-off restoration and were not at 
the session ask Lionel for a copy of his restoration tips handout. 

 
The group experienced very little Saturday traffic as we mo-

tored to our next stop at Ira Schoen’s place in Annandale.  We 
enjoyed a delicious lunch prepared by Mary and then Ira took us 
through a detailed discussion on selecting, purchasing, and 
properly using trailers and tow vehicles.  Ira took us through a 
progression of ever larger trailers and demonstrated the proper 
use and capabilities of each.  I never knew there were so many 
intricacies to simply using the proper hitch and ball on your tow 
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Letters to the Editor 
vehicle!  It was quite informative and I found myself warily eye-
ing some of the trailers I was passing on the Beltway on the way 
home...........let’s just say they were not all complying with Ira’s 
advice. 

 
Take a look at some of the pictures and plan to join us next 

year the 18th Annual T4. 

Previous page left:  RJ Fortwengler talks about preventing being 
stranded on the roadside  

Previous page right top:  Lionel Mitchell leads a discussion on frame-
off restorations 

Previous page right center and bottom:  the CTR group at RJ’s 
Above top:  Ira Schoen explains the different classes of trailer hitch 

at Part 2 of the T4  
Above bottom:  Bob Fox, left, listens to Ira Schoen tell CTR 
members the large and small and good and bad of  trailers at 

the T4.   Ira explained tow dolly and flatbed trailer capabilities. 

Dear Editor,  
 

I must write to correct the answer to last issue's Triumph 
Trivia:  Which TR model was not used by the legendary Group 
44 race team? 

 
The TR250 was definitely used by Group 44.......in fact Bob 

Tullius won one of his most impressive victories in a TR250.  In 
1968 the Group 44 TR250 outran every A, B, C, and D produc-
tion car on the track at the Savannah Nationals to win OVER-
ALL.   He gave up power on the straightaways to the Shelby GT-
350s, Lotuses, Mustangs, Corvettes, and Porsche 911s in the field 
that day, but he outmaneuvered them all in the turns.  He also had 
class wins and strong showings in the TR250 at the Las Vegas 
and Danville Nationals that year. 

 
Triumph was so impressed with his success that it produced a 

magazine ad with a picture of the Group 44 TR250............a copy 
of which hangs on my garage wall. 
 

RJ Fortwengler 
 
Editor:  RJ is, of course, correct; we stand corrected. 
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Tim Shalvey 
 

What a surprise.  Cathy and I were spending time in Cape Cod and we had a rainy Saturday.  I started looking through local 
things to do and came across Toad Hall, a classic sports car collection.  The collection was built over years by Bill Putman who 
raced in the Sports Car Club of America (SCCA), and labeled his collection “Minuteman Racing.”  Each car carries the logo.  All the 
cars are red, either originally or in a few cases were painted red to match the collection.  Nearly all were British with a few Japanese 
cars thrown in.  In fact, one of my favorites was there, and early 240Z, set up to race!  Back to the British cars, there were Healeys, 
Jags, Triumphs, MGs, Morgans, Jensens, Lotuses, and a Sunbeam Tiger.  There were also a few early prototypes, such as a very cool 
AC Ace “Cobra” and a Daimler SP 250 “Dart.”  There weren’t any wedges, sorry guys! 

 

The collection started in a single garage and over time many sheds and barns were built, ultimately joined together into one vast 
building.  This is not your typical collection, it was raining the day we were there and water was raining in here and there.  Most of 
the cars were staying dry but there was one poor MG midget that was getting spattered on (the horror!).  Most of the higher end cars 
(Healeys & Jags) were staying dry and in prominent spots in the building.  None of the cars were particularly clean.  They were dust-
ed off but the interiors were a bit dusty, these could best be described as driver quality, not show quality, which we thought was 
great.  This was no climate controlled roped off collection.   

 

The entrance fee was $8 each, how can you go wrong.  Each of the cars had their own custom neon sign.  I inquired about these 
and the company is no longer in business.  Bill would take a side shot of each marque and have the sign built to resemble the outline.  
This was a very nice touch in the display. 

 

I would recommend visiting if you get out to the Cape.  It’s about an hour and a half from Boston or an hour from Providence.   

Panoramic shot of the entrance to the collection 

Tim Shalvey in a sea of red British cars 

AC Ace 



The Vintage Triumph 
Register was founded in 1974 and 
is dedicated to the maintenance, preserva-
tion and enjoyment of the Triumph 
marque.  Membership benefits include a bi
-monthly magazine, The Vintage Tri-
umph.  To join, send $35 for a one-year 
US membership to: 
 
The Vintage Triumph Register 
PO Box 655 
Howell, MI 48844 
 
Or go to the Vintage 
Triumph Register 
website, www.vtr.org, 
for additional information  and a member-
ship application. 

    The Standard Page 11 November 2014 

Daimler and a TR6 

The Triumph section, 
with an AC, Sunbeam 
and Daimler in the mix  

MGs and Jags 

Please check out the web site (http://www.toadhallcars.com/ ) for additional information.  Bill has led an extraordinary life and runs 
the Inn, has a collection of single malt whiskey, and cats (26).   



Personal Triumphs: 
An Interview with 
Stephen Oertwig 

Christopher Yurasko 
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This is a new feature in The Standard.  Each month we’ll 
be interviewing a different member of club.  It was only fit-
ting to start with our intrepid president, Stephen Oertwig.  
To make this feature a success I need people to interview.  If 
you’d like to share a little about yourself drop me a line, at 
cyurasko@yahoo.com.  
 
Tell us a little bit about yourself. 
 

Missouri is where I grew up, 
but I have had a nomadic life since 
21 when I joined the Air Force.  
Northern California infected me 
with the Triumph bug. A TR3 in the 
cold winters of Nebraska was fun.  I 
learned to keep an ice scraper handy 
to knock the ice off on the inside.  
Hawaii was just the opposite.  It was 
Triumph weather everyday there.  It 
was almost top-down weather eve-
ryday in Los Angeles.  Boston was a 
shock.  I have photos of three-feet of 
snow on the Sports 6.  I did have 
snow tires. South Korea has been 
home a couple times, the last time 
for 15 years.  We moved to Fal-
mouth, Stafford County, Virginia, 
from South Korea in 2004 and 
joined CTR. 
 
Your last name is Oertwig, where 
is that from, how do you pro-
nounce it? 
 

Oertwig should have the umlaut 
instead of Oe.  My family moved to 
the United States in 1842 from Nau-
hausen, Brandenberg Province, Ger-
many.  Nauhausen now is part of 
Poland.  Think Ort-Wig when pronouncing.  I get all kinds of 
mail with various names:  Oertwing, Obertwig, Dertwig, and my 
favorite on St. Patrick’s Day – O’Ertwig. 
 
You and your wife, Ho Yong share an appreciation of Tri-
umphs, how did that come about? 
 

I bought a TR3 in 1973 in Yuba City, California.  That car 

went everywhere. When Ho Yong and I married in 1980 and she 
moved to Hawaii, she thought it was normal American culture to 
have two bedrooms full of Triumph parts.  She has been part of 
the heritage every since and helped establish a Vintage Triumph 
Register Chapter in Los Angeles in 1983.  She was in charge of 
collating newsletters and saddle stitching.  She has been an awe-
some supporter.  How many women would dress up in heels and 
stockings and rhinestone glasses and pose on the back of a TR7 
in the middle of Hollywood?  There are many stories of our ad-
ventures in Triumphs.  The best is about our son, Herald.  Yes, 
he is named after a Triumph.  We thought we were going to have 
a girl, and were going to name her Vitesse.  The club in Los An-
geles suggested Herald for a boy’s name.  That’s what we have. 
 
Are you a “car guy”, why? 
 

I grew up behind the wheel of a tractor on the farm.  I 
learned to drive the pickup when I was 8 years old.  All the kids 

built models.  I grew up in the era 
of Mustangs, 409s and the Beach 
Boys. In 1966, I tried to convince 
my grandfather to buy a Cobra.  
I’ve done my share of drag racing 
at midnight on remote roads.  Life 
in Northern California introduced 
me to SCCA. Laguna Seca was just 
a few hours away.  Life was great 
in the 1970s. 
 
What Triumphs do you own, 
what have you owned?   
 
      The Triumph 2000 Mk 2, The 
Queen, is my real pride now.  It 
also is the source of countless ways 
to fund the British economy.  It 
was bought in 1988 near Boston.  It 
had hit a tree. In 2005 it was made 
beautiful.  It is nice to drive, but 
not exhilarating.  TR3 36271L real-
ly was my love.  It traveled all over 
the West and to Hawaii.  It didn’t 
make the trip to California because 
I had bought a TR7 Spider.  (Why 
didn’t I listen to the commercials:  
I could have had a V8?)  The Spi-
der spent about 17 years in storage.  
I gave it to my son in 2004 when 
he started college.  He drove it 21 
days, and had a head-collision. I 

used the insurance money and bought the 1973 GT6 Mk 3.  The 
really fun car is the 1963 Sport 6.  I bought it sight-unseen for 
$600 in 1985 near Atlanta.  I drove it across country to Los An-
geles, and then drove it Boston. I was ready to start the restora-
tion of it last year until I bought a 1964 Herald convertible.  After 
the 2000 is ready for the trip to Wisconsin next year, the Herald 
will be started.  The engine is out, so there is lots of work to do.  
I am looking forward to driving a Triumph convertible again. 
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Why Triumphs?  Why not MGs or Mustangs? 
 

There was a guy in the office who had a MBG.  It just OK, 
but was not exciting. I saw the 1959 TR3 in 1973 and fell in 
love.  I joined the Vintage Triumph Register (membership num-
ber 231) and made friends with Triumph people everywhere. It 
is not so much the car, but the people.  Triumphs have that cer-
tain bit of weirdness that appeals to me. 
 
What is your daily driver? 
 

The GT6 was the daily Triumph car when not driving the 
other thing.  When I moved to Hawaii, the GT6 was the daily 
driver.  It was always fun drive, except when stuck in rush hour 
traffic and it is raining, and you have to turn the heater on to 
keep from overheating.  Think sauna. 
 
Do you have a favorite story or anecdote about Triumphs? 
 

There are more than 40 years of Triumph tales.  The best 
would be driving the Sports 6 from Atlanta to Los Angeles in 
1985.  The radiator tank leaked in Shreveport, Louisiana.  The 
wheel bearing went bad outside of Dallas, Texas.  It rained 
buckets near El Paso, Texas, yet the top never went up.  The 
overdrive was a blessing and I blasted across New Mexico and 
Arizona at 80 miles per hour.  That car never gave up.  
 
What are your other passions? 
 

At the same time I started driving a Triumph, I was deep 
into photography.  I did a lot of photojournalism, but made mon-

ey to buy equipment by taking portraits.  It is tough giving time 
to both, and it seems that Triumphs get the share of my time now.  
Our son is our first thought.  As many know, Herald has traumat-
ic brain injury and we devote our lives to helping him. 
 
What do you like about the club, what would you do differ-
ently? 
 

Capital Triumph Registers welcomed us as members of the 
family when we moved here in 2004.  It truly was as family be-
cause we are transplants to this area.  It is amazing how members 
of CTR reach out to help people.  I can never say thank you 
enough to everyone who helped get the 2000 and GT6 ready to 
ship to Hawaii.  Our friends are members of CTR. 

 
CTR is the most ambitious Triumph club I have been in.  I 

know getting people out to participate in events is what bonds us.  
Social media is nice, it does not compare to the sound of a throaty 
Triumph exhaust on the road.  I wish I could devote more time to 
CTR events and planning.  Luckily, we have a great Executive 
Steering Board that helps move us forward.  I would like to meet 
members every week.  

 
(This interview along with additional photos may also be seen 
on the CTR website,  http://capitaltriumphregister.com/ ) 



EVENTS 
 
All listings including  “*CTR*” are events for 
which club participation points will be awarded. 
 
Dec 6 - Middleburg, VA, Christmas Parade *CTR* 
Dec 7 - Holiday Party *CTR* 
Dec 12 - Deadline for the December issue of The Standard 
Jan 10 (Tentative) - BOG Kickoff Meeting 
Jan 13 - CTR ESB Meeting 
Jan 25 (Tentative) - Annual Awards Brunch *CTR* 
Jan 23-Feb 1 - Washington Auto Show 
Jan 30 - CTR Night at the Washington Auto Show *CTR* 
Feb TBD - Winter Dinner, MD location *CTR* 
Mar  10 - CTR ESB Meeting 
Apr 26 - Britain on the Green at Gunston Hall, Lorton, VA 
*CTR* 
May 14-17 - Kastner Cup at Summit Point Raceway 
 

*** Much More to Come *** 

18th Annual 

Britain on the Green 
April 26, 2015 

Gunston Hall, Lorton, VA 
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 Club Pride 

CLASSIFIED 
  

CTR assumes no responsibility for quality or condition of merchan-
dise listed herein.  All transactions resulting from listings are strictly 
between buyer and seller. 
  
NOTE: Ads for CTR members shall run on a space available basis 
for 3 issues.   To rerun, please resubmit your ad at end of  the peri-
od.   Other ads are space available only. 
 
TR6 Parts for sale.  New Monza Pacesetter Exhaust Header w/ 
manifold gasket (new price at TRF $240), asking $175.  Pair of 
rebuilt rear hubs w/ U-joints from TRF  (price at TRF $718 + 
$400 core if you don’t have old rebuildable hubs), asking $675.  
Pair of rebuilt brake calipers w/ pads from TRF  (price at TRF 
$370 + $100 core if you don’t have old rebuildable calipers), ask-
ing $325.  New 8-blade yellow fan w/ installation kit from TRF 
(new price at TRF $63), asking $40.  New semi-metallic brake 
pads from TRF ( new price at TRF $26), asking $15. Used front 
anti-sway bars (3), $20 each. Contact Lionel Mitchell at hay-
market4@verizon.net or 703-754-7362. 
 
1976 TR6 for sale.  Excellent condition, rust free, white, new 
soft top.  Car is local to MD\DC\VA area (Anne Arundel Coun-
ty).  Contact Richard at richardmountford@me.com 

CTR and BOG are on Facebook. 
 
Search Capital Triumph Register and 
Britain on the Green 

Show your club pride with stunning door magnets proudly 
displaying the CTR logo. These magnets are approximately 
8”x12” to fit even the smallest TR3 door!!! $18 for the pair - 
contact Patrick Carter (202-285-
7031) to arrange delivery or 
pick them up at the next CTR 
event. These magnets are al-
ways a big hit at the parades in 
which CTR participates. 

 
Last December, Patrick’s 

Spitfire was on the front page of 
the Washington Post Style Sec-
tion. The magnet was easily visible in the background of the pho-
to of the camels at the Middleburg Holiday Parade.  

1972 Triumph 2000 Mk 2 Saloon for sale.    MOT till May.  
Total respray to red.  No rot/rust.....offside rear door just showing 
the need for work in future....balance 100%.  Recon radiator.  
Electric fan with in hose sensor.  New halogen relayed , head-
lights all round.  Fully serviced.  New plugs /leads.  Electronic 
ignition.  Tappets and timing done.  Nearly new battery.  New 
carb diaphragms fitted.  New oil and filter.  Gearbox drained and 
refilled.  Over drive works.  Diff topped up.  Original radio.  Car-
pets 100%.  Upholstery 99.9%.  All tyres roadworthy for a long 
period.  Brakes perfect.  New bush/springs/washers in steering 
rack arm.  Manual.   Located in Yorkshire, UK.  Car can be held 
until shipping can be arranged.  Contact Mike at:  
michaelcharlton@hotmail.co.uk 
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TRIUMPH TRIVIA:  What is the top selling Triumph 
sports car?  

The Spitfire.  All told there were 314,332 Spitfires made in 
its 18 year history spanning from October 1962 to August 
1980.   

Triumph Trivia 
Christopher Yurasko 

Signs of the Times 

Photo credits:  Pages 1 Jennifer Hoskins, Page 2 Stephen Oertwig, Page 4 Jennifer Hoskins, Page 5 John Buescher and 
Jennifer Hoskins, Page 6 Jennifer Hoskins and Patrick Carter, Page 8 Stephen Prior and Stephen Oertwig, Page 9 Stephen Oertwig, 
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One way to tell your school budget is in trouble? 
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TR7s and TR8s were everywhere during CTR’s Wedge Weekend Workshop 
hosted by Tom Burke on November 8th at his home 

in Laytonsville, Maryland. 
 

For more, see page 6 

2014 is CTR’s 
25th 

Anniversary! 
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From the 
President 
By Stephen Oertwig 

Reflecting on 2014; looking toward 2015 
 

This is the season to reflect on the good fortune of the year, 
and ponder the next year with optimism. Triumph published holi-
day advertisements in the 1950s and 1960s thanking customers 
and offering cheer for the New Year.  While Triumph may have 
faded into history, the thought of thanking everyone for a good 
year still lingers. 

 
Capital Triumph Register members have had a joyous year. 

Britain on the Green was extremely successful because of the 
hard work of the co-chairmen Jeff Knepp and Tom Burke and the 
many people who joined forces to make BOG the best British 
show in the East. Thank you to all who were part of a winning 
team. 

 
CTR’s executive steering board members have been the bed-

rock of keeping CTR moving in the forward direction. Thank you 
for your support and guidance. These words could not be deliv-
ered without the labors of Standard editor Art Fournier. Thank 
you, Art, for echoing the voice of CTR. 

 
he strength of CTR is its members. We could not put so many 

events and technical sessions without members stepping up to 
take charge. Thank you to everyone who makes CTR a great or-
ganization. 

 
CTR members gathered December 7 at the home of Bill and 

Carol Goodwin for the annual holiday party. The feast came from 
the generosity of the CTR family. There was laughter and smiles 
all around, and we banished monkeys with that special powder. 

 
CTR’s silver anniversary was commemorated during the hol-

iday party. We were lucky to have members from 1989 like Karl 
and Penny Johnson, Lionel Mitchell, and RJ Fortwengler at the 
party who were recognized for their continued commitment to 
CTR and its members. 

 
There is no time to pause as CTR gets ready for 2015. The 

Britain on the Green planning meeting is scheduled 9:30 a.m. 
January 10 at Gunston Hall. Please come out for this meeting and 
get involved. Everyone has a part. 

 
The Vintage Triumph Register is running a special member-

ship campaign. Take advantage of the two-for-one offer from the 
Vintage Triumph Register by February 28. Get two years for the 
price of one for $35. Log onto www.vtr.org for more details. 

 
Drive on, and drive often. 

Determination helps keep Triumphs on the road 
 

Triumphs have the reputation of being parts bin cars. Whatev-
er was in the bin went on the car rolling down the assembly line.  
This may have been a matter of economics at the time, but it 
compounds the problems Triumph owners have with parts today. 

 
Owners of popular Triumphs such as TR6s, Spitfires and 

Wedges have access to adequate parts stocks. Triumph made too 
many different models that ended up in the United States without 
full support after Triumph folded. 

 
Stag owners can get parts, but low production numbers drive 

prices up with hefty shipping costs from England. There are a few 
parts that interchange with mainline Triumphs, but it takes a lot 
of research and parts cross-referencing. 

 
Such is the problem with my 1970 Triumph 2000 Mk 2.  The 

updated version of the 2000 never was directly imported to the 
United States.  The Mk 2 was redesigned enough so that only a 
few Mk 1 parts are interchangeable.  

 
Parts for the 2000 are interchangeable with Triumph models 

occasionally. The rear hubs from a TR6 work. The rear shocks 
are the same as TR7 shocks. Many engine parts are interchangea-
ble with six-cylinder Triumphs.  The engine is tilted off-center so 
manifolds will not fit from any other model.  Front strut shock 
cartridges fit from the Stag, but research has not found any U.S. 
source for strut cartridges. They must be shipped from England, 
which costs about $75. 

 
The Internet makes it easier to cross reference part numbers 

from various parts suppliers. It just is time consuming to track 
down that the front steering racks from Spitfires fit 2000s.  Ad-
vice from other Capital Triumph Register members makes it easi-
er. I often am asking Stag owners where they get parts. Success 
with other parts suppliers is worth sharing. 

 
Perseverance is the best tool in the Triumph cubby box to 

keep Triumphs on the road. Don’t give up. 

Electrical problems are hard to trace, especially if wiring has 
burned. These wires were supposed replaced when the 2000 

caught fire, but unwrapping the wires told another story. 
Splicing in a harness restored use of headlamps. 

The 2000 has four headlamps, and were still sealed beam units. 
Relays were installed to use halogen headlamps. 



CTR Happenings 

Please Welcome CTR’s Newest Member: 
 

 Vince Zalenski, Columbia, 1980 russet brown TR7 
“Spud” 

 
Winter Events 

 
In January, we will hold our BOG Kickoff Meeting.  This is 

tentatively planned for Saturday, January 10th at Gunston Hall in 
Lorton, Virginia.  Our annual Awards Brunch and Business 
Meeting is tset for Sunday, January 25th.  On Friday evening, 
January 30th, CTR will once again attend the Washington Auto 
Show at the Convention Center in the District.  Looking ahead to 
February, we will hold our annual Winter Dinner on a Saturday 
evening at a Maryland location.   

(Continued on Page 8) 
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CTR 
Awards Brunch 

January 25th 

RJ Fortwengler 

Looking for a break from the gloom 
and cold of Washington's winter?  If so, 
you'll want to come out to the warm and 
friendly confines of Chads Friendship 
Heights on January 25th for CTR's Annu-
al Awards Brunch.  Each year we gather 
in January to recognize the participation and contributions of 
CTR members during the preceding year.  A lot of time and hard 
work goes into planning and organizing, scheming and dreaming, 
conducting events, publishing this newsletter, sponsoring Britain 
on the Green, and all of the other tasks large and small associated 
with a successful club like ours.  So it’s important to take time to 
recognize all the members who support the Capital Triumph Reg-
ister with their attendance and participation in all of the above. 

 
The Awards Brunch is also a great way to keep in touch dur-

ing the months where we are not as busy with driving events so 
plan to join us at Chads Friendship Heights on January 25th be-
ginning at 11 a.m.  Chads, formally Chadwick’s (same place, new 
name for legal reasons), is conveniently located at 5247 Wiscon-
sin Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20015.  This is just inside the 
District line at Wisconsin Avenue and Jenifer Street.  It is also 
directly across Wisconsin Avenue from the Friendship Heights 
Metro stop on the Red Line, a convenient option in the event of 
inclement weather.  If you drive, keep in mind that the ample 
metered street parking is all free on Sundays.  For more info on 
Chads please go to www.chadsdc.com.  

 
Please RSVP to the Evite invitation and plan to join us for 

great food and good fun as we recognize the noteworthy efforts 
that made 2014, our 25th Anniversary year, one of our best yet! 

 
See you there!   

Certificate of 

 
 Recognition 

2014 

Friday, January 30th 

As we have done for many years, CTR members will attend 
the Washington Auto Show at the DC Convention Center.   

  
This year we will attend on Friday, January 30th, to take ad-

vantage  of the show’s longer hours that evening.  Current plans 
are to meet at 6:00 PM at the Old Dominion Brew House, located 
adjacent to the Convention Center at 1219 9th Street, between M 

and N Streets, NW.  If you take Metro, use the Mt. Vernon 
Square/Convention Center Station on the Yellow and Green 
lines.  Please respond to the Evite if you plan to rendezvous with 
the CTR gang. 

  
There won’t be any new models from Triumph, but it is a 

great opportunity to check out the latest offerings from the 
world’s auto makers.  Come on by to slam a few doors, kick a 
few tires, and share opinions, but wear comfortable shoes; the 
DC Convention Center is huge! 

  
For more information on the Auto Show, check out their 

website:  http://www.washingtonautoshow.com/ 

Rebuilding the carbs hit a roadblock because the 2000 has non-federal 
150 CDS Strombergs and kits were not available in the United States. 
Mailing parts from England can be expensive.  A 10-ounce package 

cost 11.5 pounds, more than $18.  
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 Understanding Your 
Evite Invitation 

or 
Evite Etiquette…What’s 

There To Know? 
Mark Shlien 

CTR Membership Chairman 

As you most likely have noticed over the last 18 months, 
CTR has been using a software application called Evite to inform 
our members of upcoming events as well as last-minute changes.  
Regardless of the event, whether CTR members are meeting for a 
“Get Your Hands Dirty” event or the fall foliage ride, each mem-
ber in “good standing” receives the details of the event by Evite 
roughly two to three weeks before the event takes place.   

 
Over the last number of months questions have been asked 

about Evite that I think is best to answer in a straight-forward 
manner.    

 
 
Question One:  Is the Evite list sold or used by marketing 

companies to promote their products.  The answer is: NO.  Evite 
does not sell lists of e-mail addresses to any organization for any 
reason.   

 
Question Two: How many people maintain the Evite list 

within the CTR organization.  The answer is: One.  I am the only 
person that maintains the Evite database.  Changes to the data-
base are made when we add new members, delete a member that 
is leaving the Club, or the member has a new e-mail address that 
needs to be added/edited.  The Evite database is kept current to 
insure all CTR members are aware of our events. 

 
Question Three:  Are CTR membership dues used to pay for 

the service provided by Evite?  The answer is:  No.  Evite is 
free…there are no charges to use it regardless of the number of 
Evites or messages that are sent by CTR to our members.  In oth-
er words…your dues do not pay for our use of this service. 

 
Question Four:  Is the Evite database password protect?  The 

answer is:  Yes.  The entire database is password protected.  The 
password has been provided to one Board Member of CTR in the 
event of an unforeseen situation. 

 
Question Five:  Does CTR use the Evite database for any-

thing other than notifying members of events and subsequent 
changes?  The answer is:  No.  CTR uses the Evite database sole-
ly for the purpose of inviting its members to CTR events.  The 
database is not used for any other purpose by CTR. 

 

Question Six:  How important is it that I respond to an Evite?  
Answer:  Very!  The event organizer tracks the response of the 
Evite and plans accordingly.  This is critical when our event is 
being held at a restaurant, where the restaurant is requesting a 
specific number of CTR attendees; when a CTR event includes 
food and beverages and the host(s) is looking for attendee num-
bers to determine what needs to be purchased, and it is as Miss 
Manners would say, just good form to RSVP. 

 
Question Seven:  Is it difficult to respond to an Evite?  The 

answer is: No, it’s very simple and requires just one click of your 
mouse.  When you receive and open an Evite invitation, you will 
see a choice of three options regarding your attendance at the 
event.  The choices are Yes, No, and Maybe.  All you need to do 
is click on one of the three options…that’s it.  We will see your 
response and it will be tallied with all the other responses and 
provided to the host of the event.   

 
 
We realize that our members are busy with many activities, 

but your timely response to a CTR Evite is not only appreciat-
ed…it makes our events better planned for. 

 
Should you have additional questions or concerns, please 

feel free to call me at 202/415-1599. 
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CTR Gives 
Richard Smalling 

CTR Treasurer 

At the September 2014 CTR Executive Steering Board meet-
ing our club continued its tradition of giving to charity by donat-
ing  a total of $4000. The donations went to:  $1000 to Special 
Love (children with cancer) ,$1000 to Us Too (prostate cancer 
education and support network) , $1000 to Doctors without Bor-
ders (Fight Ebola), $500 to The ALS Association (Lou Gehrig's 
Disease) and $500 to American Cancer Society Relay for Life / 
Damascus, Md.   

 
 In the summer of 2006 CTR put in place its charitable giv-

ing guidelines.  Each year since then  CTR has followed those 
guidelines and donated  to a focused set of charities.  Including 
this year's donations, CTR has given a cumulative total of 
$17,700 to charity.  Read below for more information about the 
charities receiving our donations this year. 

 
 
 
 
 

 Special Love is a nonprofit organization that provides cancer 
families a network of support, made up of other patients and fam-
ilies who know and understand the trials and triumphs of the can-
cer experience.  It is the result of Tom and Sheila Baker’s desire 
to establish a support group for children with cancer and to honor 
their daughter who lost her battle against the deadly disease. In 
1983, the Bakers began their organization with a week of summer 
fun called Camp Fantastic which has grown into a year full of 
events, with over 15 week and weekend retreats and special out-
ings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Us TOO International Prostate Cancer Education & Support 
Network is a grassroots cancer education and support network of 
325 support group chapters worldwide, providing men and their 
families with free information, materials and peer-to-peer support 
so they can make informed choices on detection, treatment op-
tions and coping with ongoing survivorship. The organization 
was founded in 1990 by five men who had been treated for pros-
tate cancer.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Established in 1985, The ALS Association is the only national 
non-profit organization fighting Lou Gehrig’s Disease on every 

front.  By leading the way in global research, providing assis-
tance for people with ALS through a nationwide network of 
chapters, coordinating multidisciplinary care through certified 
clinical care centers, and fostering government partnerships, The 
Association builds hope and enhances quality of life while ag-
gressively searching for new treatments and a cure. 

 
As the preeminent ALS organization, The Association leads 

the way in research, care services, public education, and public 
policy — giving help and hope to those facing the disease.  The 
Association’s nationwide network of chapters provides compre-
hensive patient services and support to the ALS community. The 
mission of The ALS Association is to lead the fight to treat and 
cure ALS through global research and nationwide advocacy, 
while also empowering people with Lou Gehrig’s Disease and 
their families to live fuller lives by providing them with compas-
sionate care and support. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Doctors Without Borders helps people worldwide where the 
need is greatest, delivering emergency medical aid to people af-
fected by conflict, epidemics, disasters or exclusion from health 
care. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The American Cancer Society Relay For Life is the world's 
largest and most impactful fundraising event to end cancer. It 
unites communities across the globe to celebrate people who have 
battled cancer, remember loved ones lost, and take action to fin-
ish the fight once and for all. Today the American Cancer Socie-
ty is helping save more than 400 lives a day 

CTR Name Badges.  We will place our next order 
for CTR name badges on January 15th.  The badges are 
plastic, about 1 inch by 3.5 inches, and have a pin back.  
They are gold with the CTR logo and your name in 
black.  If you’re interested, the badges are $5.00 each.  
To order, please pay by cash or a check made out to the 
“Capital Triumph Register.”  Contact Art Fournier at 
artfournier@comcast.net or 410-535-0690 to order.  
Specify exactly how you want your name to appear. 



CTR’s Wonderful 
Wedge Weekend 

Workshop 
Tom Burke 
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Capital Triumph Register’s first, (and, perhaps, Annual) 
Wedge Workshop convened at my garage in Laytonsville, Mary-
land on November 7th.   

 
TR7s and TR8s have been thin on the ground in CTR, but 

lately, the “Flying Doorstop” squadron has grown apace with my 
acquisition of another, actually drivable, TR8 and Art Fournier’s 
new platinum silver TR7, among others. For this event, we had a 
great and very colorful turnout including Lionel Mitchell and his 
Delft blue TR7 Fixed Head Coupe and Bruce Hislop with his 
Carmine TR7 drophead coupe.  Steve Prior brought his nice yel-
low DHC and Paul Edelstein showed up in his immaculate Per-
sian green TR8 DHC.  In addition, we welcomed Vince Zalenski 
and “Spud,” his good-looking and newly acquired russet brown 
TR7. Also in attendance were Bill Goodwin, Steve Oertwig and 
his GT6, and Rich Bohan in something I think they call a TR6?   

 
The purpose of this event, aside from goggling each other's 

cars and hanging out in the last nice days of Fall, was to boldly 
go beneath the dash of my TR8 to replace the barely perceptible 
incandescent dash lamps with some fancy new LED lamps I 
picked up at the VTR Convention.  We removed the gauge clus-
ter that contains most of the wedge instrumentation.  The gauge 
cluster is powered by a fragile printed circuit membrane that 
looks like it ought to have a “Heath-kit” label on it.  We found 
that one of the green dash lamp light covers had actually melted 
when the original bulb blew out.  We replaced that from a spare 
gauge cluster that I had in hand.  Numerous other, smaller bulbs 
were replaced with either smaller #74 LEDs or the standard in-
candescent pea bulbs.  As Edd China says on Wheeler-Dealers, 
“job done!,” except that, when we re-installed the gauge cluster 
and re-connected the power, exactly none of the LEDs came 
alight.  I'm not sure what Edd says when that happens?  However, 
thanks to Paul E.’s suggestion, we DID get the TR8’s clock to 
start ticking again, (probably for the first time since the Carter 
Administration).  The problem there was a poor connection be-
tween the gauge cluster and the clock.  So, at least we knew what 
time it was.  It was Time For Lunch!  We repaired to the kitchen 
and dove into a delicious Chili with Cornbread that my lovely 
wife Mary had prepared the day before, knowing that I would be 
too immersed in the dashboard to prepare anything more compli-
cated than paper plates.  

 
By this time we had all seen as much of the dusty innards of 

the TR8 dash as anyone might care to, and the dashboard clock 
told us it was Time For Beer, so we prepared for the next phase 

of the Wedge Weekend, a trip to The Milkhouse Brewery at Still 
Point Farm, which lies about 40 beautifully rolling country road-
minutes away in upper Frederick County.  However, Lionel’s 
usually bullet-proof Bullet, the TR7 FHC, refused to start.  This 
led to a gathering of opinions and tools and cross-talk and 
wrenchery and, thankfully, it was found to be a loose wire and 
the Buzzbomb was buzzing again after a brief delay.  Others set 
out for home as a few of us set out to Milkhouse where we fin-
ished the day sampling stouts and IPAs and discussing the past 40
-some years as though they weren’t so long ago.  

 
As a postscript, a few quiet evenings alone in the garage got 

all but one of the dash lamps shining brightly, far brighter than 
the original bulbs.  And as the long cold nights of Winter de-
scended upon my garage, the clock was still ticking… 

Top:  No, it’s not out of focus, it was taken through the window.  
Rich Bohan, Tom Burke, Vince Zalenski, and Bruce Hislop 

don’t take wedge electronics seriously 
Bottom:  Tom Burke, Rich Bohan, Vince Zalenski, Bruce 

Hislop, and Paul Edelstein get serious 



(Continued on Page 8) 
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Top left:  Bill Goodwin and Bruce Hislop chase electrons in 
Lionel Mitchell’s TR7 

Bottom left:  Bruce Hislop, Lionel Mitchell, and Stephen Prior 
— when all else fails, read the manual 

Top right:  Bill Goodwin, Vince Zalenski, and Stephen Oertwig 
Middle right:  Tom Burke demonstrates his agility, but we’ve all 
been there — working under a TR dash gets harder and harder 

as we get older 
Bottom right:  How many Triumph owners does it take to track 

down a loose wire? 



Wedge Workshop Continued from  Page 7 

From the President (Continued from  Page 3) 
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This may be a bit difficult to see in these photos, but here are 
before (above) and after (below) pictures of the instrument 

panel lighting in Tom Burke’s TR8 

CTR and BOG are on Facebook. 
 
Search Capital Triumph Register and 
Britain on the Green 

This trailing arm setup is familiar to TR6s and Stags, with many 
interchangeable parts. TR6 hubs are being used to solve the problem 

of a bad hub bearing. The rear tube shocks are the same 
as a TR7.  The suspension bushings were replaced with 

Superflex polyurethane bushes. 



Britain on the 
Green 2015 

John Buescher 
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For eighteen years, Capital Triumph 
Register has presented “Britain On The 
Green,” our annual car show, which com-
bines the beauty of classic British cars 
with the beauty of Springtime at the his-
toric Gunston Hall. Staging this event is 
not only a chance to give something back 
to the British motoring community, which 
we all enjoy, but it's also a chance to have 
some fun, working with a great bunch of Triumph people! 

 
Believe it or not (and I’m not talking about Ripley’s), the 

time has ticked back around to begin our planning for BOG 2015 
which will be held on Sunday, April 26, 2015. Our first BOG 
2015 planning meeting will be held on Saturday, January 10 at 
9:30 a.m. at Gunston Hall. An Evite announcing the meeting will 
be showing up in your email soon. 

 
The stalwart BOG lead planners and coordinators from the 

past, Tom Burke and Lionel Mitchell have moved on to other as-
pects of BOG activities and Jeff Knepp has left the club. So far 
this year we have not had anyone step up as the “BOG Coordina-
tor” and we need someone to help coordinate this noble and en-
joyable event.  

 
If you have been holding back to see if someone else will 

lead a specific BOG activity, please raise your hand now as the 
success of BOG hinges on those who lead a BOG activity.  John 
Buescher and Matt Schipani have volunteered to be BOG Co-
coordinators and we have begun developed guidance documents 
for the planning of the event. Also, thanks to the support of the 
good people at Gunston Hall, organizing the show is easier than 
ever. 

If you have not known, the complete BOG planning staff is 
quite large. While some of the activities planning staff are al-
ready known, there are ample opportunities for you to contribute 
to BOG by leading one of the following BOG activities: 
 
BOG Co-coordinator: John Buescher 
BOG Co-coordinator: Matt Schipani 
Awards: Lionel Mitchell 
Central Ops Desk: ______________ 
CTR Regalia Table: ______________ 
Field Marshal: RJ Fortwenger 
Field Marshal: ______________ 
Field Layout:  Patrick Carter 
Field Car Parking: ______________ 
Judging & Balloting: Tim Shalvey 
Media & Publicity: Art Fournier 
Poster Design & Signage: Tom Burke 
Preregistration & Registration: ______________ 
Program Development: John Buescher 
Sponsorship: Mark Shlien 
 

Even if you do not volunteer for one of the above leads, you 
still can help!  Assistance is needed prior to and the day of the 
BOG. If you want to help, please contact John Buescher at 703-
475-5609 (c) or email to jbuescher1616@gmail.com for more 
information. 



The “R” Column 
Bill Goodwin 
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On September 24th I left once again for England and my 5th 
Round Britain Reliably Run (RBRR) with Club Triumph.  The 
run is held on the first weekend in October every even year.  The 
Ten Country Run (10CR) is held on the odd numbered years.  
Arrived in Bishops Stortford and the home of Peter Wenzel 
where I keep my car.  Peter Fern who had taken the car for a cou-
ple of weeks to get it ready showed up with the car later that 
evening.  Peter F. did a great job prepping the car with all fluids 
changed and a thorough check.   

 
On Saturday I drove over to a friend’s house to have lunch 

and get used to driving the Dolomite again.  Kinda a shake-down 
run.  All was OK though I thought the headlights could have 
been better aimed and brighter.  On Sunday I drove up to the 
Duxford Imperial War Museum about 30 miles north of Bishops 
Stortford for the All Triumph car show.  This show is put on by 
the other big club the, Triumph Sports Six Club, TSSC, that I am 
also a member of.  Just over 200 other Triumphs showed up.  It 
was a sunny day with the temp around 70.  The museum is one of 
the best anywhere.  We were parked just outside of the American 
Hangar that is so large a B-52 is inside.  Quite a few of those 
who entered the RBRR were there along with Steve Povey who I 
co-drove with on the last run in 2012 in his Vitesse.  Oldest car I 
saw was a Pre-War Dolomite in a two-tone Blue.  Next to it was 
a very nice Dolomite 1500.  The 1500 was a lower trim level 
than my 1850 Dolomite.  If you are into vintage and War air-
planes you must go to Duxford, they even have the original SST 
test plane that you can walk through.   

Monday morning off to Hove (Brighton) to meet up with my 
other co-driver, Clive Senior.  About halfway round the London 
Ring Road (M25) it started to rain, then a heavy storm.  Time for 
the lights, wipers and defroster.  Good thing I looked down at the 
volt gauge, as it was only reading 12 volts!  Not Good!  After the 
rain and I turned everything off the gauge came back up around 
13½ volts.  Clive and I spent a few days driving and adjusting the 

car.  We raised the aim of the headlights and checked the alterna-
tor: output was weak and very low with a load.  Since quite a few 
cars of that vintage used the same alternator we found a fresh 
rebuilt at a local store.  With new one on, the output stays steady 
under load at 14 volts.  Good thing we found out as there are two 
overnights on the run.   Anytime you are about to do a run like 
the RBRR it pays to be sure the car is in top condition.  The 
RBRR is a 2,200 mile, 48 hour non-stop endurance run.  After a 
few days with the car meeting others, going over the road book 
and programing the Sat/Nav were ready.   

 
On Friday we drove up the Enfield, North London for the 

start.  After we arrived and checked in we met up with our 3rd 
team mate, Peter Fern.  This year there were 110 cars entered.  
About one third of the entrants were first timers.  Got a chance to 
talk to many ole friends doing the run.  The oldest car entered 
was a 1950 Triumph Renown driven over from Belgium.  
Though the Renown was a bit slow, it made it.  Dave Pearson 
owner of Canley Classics used his Ex-Works Rally Car, one of 
two entered.  There was even a Moss kit car in the mix.  Two of 
the youngest were, sisters, Jessica Cook and Stephanie Brake, 
who dressed up in Bunny costumes driving a Herald.  Their Fa-
ther Richard and another sister were in a 2000.  The entire Brake 
family has done every run I have and more.  Sorry to say the Her-
ald broke down on Saturday evening and they did not finish.   

We left the start around 5:30 heading north to the tip of Scot-
land (John-O-Grots) then to Lands End and back to Enfield.  The 
run went very well for us.  Only minor glitch, late Saturday night 
at a service stop the gas cap lock froze up!  Big screwdriver, got 
cap off.   Later that night on the way through Cornwall, just over 
the top of a hill we were the 3rd or 4th to run over a dead Badger.  
First time I had ever seen one – Gawd they are big.  Sorry to say I 
did not take many pictures this time.  I have so many from past 
runs.   Sunday evening, we finished the run, had a great time, car 
ran really well and then was the time for BEER!  Along with oth-
er finishers we had a good meal and much beer then came time to 
say good bye to everyone.  Pete's father drove down to pick him 
up and Clive and I had motel room nearby.  We knew we wanted 
to drink and not drive the two hours back to Hove.  Monday 

Pre-War Dolomite 

Start of the RBRR with the Renown 
and Works Rally Car with the kit 
car just behind 



The Vintage Triumph 
Register was founded in 1974 and 
is dedicated to the maintenance, preserva-
tion and enjoyment of the Triumph 
marque.  Membership benefits include a bi
-monthly magazine, The Vintage Tri-
umph.  To join, send $35 for a one-year 
US membership to: 
 
The Vintage Triumph Register 
PO Box 655 
Howell, MI 48844 
 
Or go to the Vintage 
Triumph Register 
website, www.vtr.org, 
for additional information  and a member-
ship application. 
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morning Jill, Clive’s wife drove up to take him home and I drove 
back up to Bishops Stortford.   The next RBRR will be in 2016.  
Anyone interested, contact me.   

 
I had a couple of days before I flew home so I looked around 

the town.   Bishops Stortfrod goes back a long way.  While I have 
seen signs in the past, this year to went to Mountfitchet Castle 
and Norman Village of 1066.  It is on the north side of Bishops 
Stortford.  Spent the day.  This is an old wooden fort that is well 

restored with may attractions. They are well marked with auto 
narrations.  Many pet friendly animals you can feed. There is also 
one of the largest private toy collections on site.  More about all 
of this can be found on the web.  More about Club Triumph, the 
RBRR and the 2015 10CR can be found: clubtriumph.uk.org   

 
A final note about my car: DollyRoo is a 1972 Triumph Do-

lomite 1850HL with a 2L TR7 engine.  She has done 3 RBRRs 
and 3 10CRs.  Has been almost everywhere in England, over 15 
countries in Europe including every big Alpine pass in the Alps 
since I bought her in 2007. That’s over 15,000 miles!  Then add 
the miles Carol and I have put on just touring around and the two 
trips to the Isle of Wight, about another 5,000 miles all without a 
major breakdown.  What more can you ask of a 42 year old car.  
Hope to see you all soon:  Now it's Time For YOU to DRIVE 
YOUR TRIUMPH 

Team DollyRoo in Scotland Road hazards in Scotland 



Spitfire 
Hardtop 
Patrick Carter 
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Ever since I discovered my “non-overdrive” (according to the 
seller) 1975 Spitfire actually had factory overdrive, I’ve wanted 
to outfit the mostly original example of the Spitfire 1500 with a 
factory hardtop.  Four years ago I purchased a steel hardtop with 
dry-rotten rubber and headliner in Richmond.  I stripped the top 
and awaited the time and energy to have a little body work and 
paint work done.  In that time, I was cruising Craigslist and found 
a chap in Rockville selling his hardtop which had already been 
restored.  Of course it was not the correct color, but the seals and 
headliner were in excellent condition.  I went ahead and pur-
chased that top for a song - but, I don’t have much need (or room) 
for TWO hardtops.   

 
Thanks to Craigslist, I was able to unload the original top I 

had purchased to a gentleman in Winchester who was restoring a 
Spitfire for his fiancé as a wedding present.  A 1976 Spitfire was 
her first car.   

 
One year later, I had the second top painted at Arlington Auto 

Body.  I was surprised how difficult it is to find an auto body 
shop that doesn’t exclusively do insurance/collision 
work...  Since my car is not an exact factory color, I took the car 
to ProFinish in 7 Corners to have a spectrometer match my paint 
code.  I purchased a quart of the correct color paint and delivered 
it and the top to Arlington Auto Body.  Three days later - voilà!  I 
had my factory hardtop with a beautiful headliner and IT 
MATCHED MY CAR!  All I had to do was re-install the rear 
wing windows with a few rivets.   

 
Tentative to marrying the top to the car for the first time - I 

had visions of scratched paintwork, dimples in the top from the 
windshield frame bolts, etc. - I reached out to our generous CTR 
members on Facebook for guidance.  I received great feedback 
plus Lionel Mitchel, Art Fournier and Jay Christopher offered to 
come to my house and assist with the union.  Both Lionel and Art 
have hardtop experience, but neither had performed the procedure 
in many, many years.  Technically it is a simple procedure; I just 
needed moral support.  After half an hour of rummaging and sort-
ing the mounting hardware, we used Lionel’s TR6 factory in-
struction for mounting the hardtop as our guide.   

 
The install went smoothly and the top fit like a glove.  After 

all the bolts were tight we sat back and relaxed with some hard 
cider and burgers.  Later that afternoon, Jay and I went for a ride 
down GW Parkway to Mt. Vernon.  I was shocked and very 
pleasantly surprised at how rigid and quiet the Spitfire was.  It 
was almost civil!  Jay and I switched cars at one of the parkway 
pull-offs and, other than Jay’s exhaust note, I couldn't tell if I was 
in his GT6 or my Spitfire when cruising at speed back towards 
DC.   

Thanks again to Lionel, Art and Jay for their efforts.  I feel 
like I have a new car.  And I’ll keep the hardtop on for BOG 
2015!!! 

Patrick Carter and Lionel Mitchell lower the hardtop 
onto the car 

Lionel Mitchell, Patrick Carter, and Art Fournier read 
the installation guide 
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CTR and BOG 
Regalia  

for the Holidays! 
Lionel Mitchell 

CTR and BOG Regalia is available through Fourth Gear 
LTD on-line!  No more waiting to find out if the club has a 
shirt or cap in stock and more importantly, in your size.  Just 
go to the Fourth Gear web site (http://www.fourth-gear-
ltd.com/) and order what you want.  Merchandise cost and 
shipping cost are reasonable and service is prompt.  Product 
selection and colors are good as is product quality. 

  
We have our CTR club logo and the BOG logo on-file 

with Fourth Gear under the British Car Club Logo Gallery.  
These logos can be embroidered on the different items.  
Products such as polo shirts, sweatshirts, jackets, caps, 

patches, and tool bags, among other products, can be se-
lected under the On-line Shopping link.  Enter the logo 
code (CL003 for CTR or CL027 for BOG) as part of the 
item description and then check out as with any on-line 
web site. Ordering instructions are given on the home page.  
Embroidered items can be ordered in any quantity.  

  
We are moving away from having to manage club re-

galia inventory.  Having a supplier such as Fourth Gear 
allows us to do that while still having a source where mem-
bers can order regalia on-demand. 

 
When exploring the Fourth Gear web site, you’ll also 

notice that they have other logo galleries for Triumph and 
other British cars as well as British marque logos.  You 
could custom-design you own merchandise with more than 
one logo.  Ralph at Fourth Gear is very amenable to custom 
orders both in terms of the logos as well as products not 
show on the web site.  So, feel free to call him if you want 
something completely different. 

  
So, now there is no excuse for missing participation 

points at club events for not having club clothing. 



EVENTS 
 
All listings including  “*CTR*” are events for 
which club participation points will be awarded. 
 
Jan 9 - Deadline for the January issue of The Standard 
Jan 10  - BOG Kickoff Meeting at Gunston Hall 
Jan 13 - CTR ESB Meeting, Arlington, VA 
Jan 25  - Annual Awards Brunch *CTR* 
Jan 23-Feb 1 - Washington Auto Show 
Jan 30 - CTR Night at the Washington Auto Show *CTR* 
Feb TBD - Winter Dinner, MD location *CTR* 
Mar  10 - CTR ESB Meeting, Arlington, VA 
Apr 26 - Britain on the Green at Gunston Hall, Lorton, VA 
*CTR* 
May 12 - CTR ESB Meeting, Arlington, VA 
May 14-17 - Kastner Cup at Summit Point Raceway, WV 
May 15-17 - Carlisle Import and Kit Car Nationals, Carlisle, PA 
Jun 16-19 - TRA Nationals, Solomons Island, MD 
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CLASSIFIED 
  

CTR assumes no responsibility for quality or condition of merchan-
dise listed herein.  All transactions resulting from listings are strictly 
between buyer and seller. 
  
NOTE: Ads for CTR members shall run on a space available basis 
for 3 issues.   To rerun, please resubmit your ad at end of  the peri-
od.   Other ads are space available only. 
 
TR6 Parts for sale.  Pair of rebuilt brake calipers w/ pads from 
TRF  (price at TRF $370 + $100 core if you don’t have old re-
buildable calipers), asking $325.  New 8-blade yellow fan w/ 
installation kit from TRF (new price at TRF $63), asking $40.  
New semi-metallic brake pads from TRF ( new price at TRF 
$26), asking $15. Used front anti-sway bars (3), $20 each. Con-
tact Lionel Mitchell at haymarket4@verizon.net or 703-754-
7362. 
 
1976 TR6 for sale.  Excellent condition, rust free, white, new 
soft top.  Car is local to MD\DC\VA area (Anne Arundel Coun-
ty).  Contact Richard at richardmountford@me.com 
  
FREE tire chains for your Triumph tow vehicle!  Never used 
set of tire chains fits 235/70-15, 225/75-15, 235/85-16, 225/74-14 
and many other size tires.  First one who calls or emails can pick 
them up in Falls Church.  Contact Hank Seiff at 
seiff@verizon.net or 703-534-7860. 

1972 Triumph 2000 Mk 2 Saloon for sale.    MOT till May.  
Total respray to red.  No rot/rust.....offside rear door just showing 
the need for work in future....balance 100%.  Recon radiator.  
Electric fan with in hose sensor.  New halogen relayed , head-
lights all round.  Fully serviced.  New plugs /leads.  Electronic 
ignition.  Tappets and timing done.  Nearly new battery.  New 
carb diaphragms fitted.  New oil and filter.  Gearbox drained and 
refilled.  Over drive works.  Diff topped up.  Original radio.  Car-
pets 100%.  Upholstery 99.9%.  All tyres roadworthy for a long 
period.  Brakes perfect.  New bush/springs/washers in steering 

rack arm.  Manual.   Located in Yorkshire, UK.  Car can be held 
until shipping can be arranged.  Contact Mike at:  
michaelcharlton@hotmail.co.uk 

Aug 6-8 - The Roadster Factory Summer Party, Armagh, PA 
*CTR* 
Aug 11-14 - VTR National Convention, Fontana, WI  *CTR* 

*** Much More to Come *** 

 Club Pride 

Show your club pride with 
stunning door magnets proudly 
displaying the CTR logo. These 
magnets are approximately 
8”x12” to fit even the smallest 
TR3 door!!! $18 for the pair - 
contact Patrick Carter (202-285-
7031) to arrange delivery or 
pick them up at the next CTR 
event. These magnets are al-
ways a big hit at the parades in which CTR participates. 



Officers 

President Stephen Oertwig 660-422-2908  oertwig@mac.com 

Vice President John Buescher 703-522-6571 John.Buescher@calibresys.com 
Secretary Patrick Carter 202-285-7031  PCarter.dc@gmail.com 
Treasurer Rich Smalling 703-430-0920 RJSmalling@aol.com 
Events Directors MD Tom Burke 

(VA Vacant) 
703-354-1361 tburke4@aol.com 

Club Liaison Bruce Hislop 410-721-9411 BMHislop@hotmail.com 
Membership Mark Shlien 202-415-1599  tr6@comcast.com  

Members-at-Large Lionel Mitchell 
RJ Fortwengler 
Karl Johnson 
Matt Schipani 

703-754-7362 
703-243-6426 
703-978-4968 
703-464-4840 

haymarket4@verizon.net 
rfortwengler@verizon.net 
ktjark@aol.com 
matt@ashburnsoftware.com 

BOG Coordinators (Vacant)   

Web Administrators Christopher Yurasko 
John “JP” Puckett 

703-543-8395 
301-395-6566 

cyurasko@yahoo.com 
tr3aguy@verizon.net 

Newsletter Editor Art Fournier 410-535-0690 artfournier@comcast.net 

Advisors  
- TR2/3/3A/3B Rich Wilkins 

John Puckett 
Joe Cannon 

540-349-4065 
301-395-6566 
703-280-1104 

rawpiano@comcast.net 
tr3aguy@verizon.net 
jpc8904@yahoo.com 

- TR4/TR4A Rich Wilkins 540-349-4065 rawpiano@comcast.net 
- TR250 RJ Fortwengler 

Sandy Thomson 
202-236-7682 
410-253-8519 

rfortwengler@verizon.net 
sthomsontr6@gmail.com 

- TR6 Sandy Thomson 
Joe Cannon 

410-253-8519 
703-280-4104 

sthomsontr6@gmail.com 
jpc8904@yahoo.com 

- TR7 Bruce Hislop 410-721-9411 BMHislop@hotmail.com 
- TR8 Paul Edelstein 703-914-0507 pgedelstein@capitaltriumphregister.com 
- Spitfire Al Ames 540-742-0700 alames@embarqmail.com 

- GT6 & 2000 Saloon Matt Schipani 703-724-1573 matt@ashburnsoftware.com 
- Herald & Dolomite Bill Goodwin 301-870-8594 redrag@outlook.com 
- Stag Paul Scuderi 240-876-7222 trsix_guy@yahoo.com 
- Autocross Lionel Mitchell 703-754-7362 haymarket4@verizon.net 
- Racing Ira Schoen 703-698-1691 Pterodactyl711@aol.com 

OFFICERS AND ADVISORS THE STANDARD 
Published by the 

Capital Triumph 
Register, Ltd. 

 

Editor,  Art Fournier   
4729 Willows Road, 

Chesapeake Beach, MD 
20732-4221 

Phone:  410-535-0690 
E-mail - 

artfournier@comcast.net 
 

The Standard welcomes all 
submitted material for 
publication; however, neither 
its editor nor the CTR accept 
responsibility for accuracy of 
article content or any damage 
or injury resulting from 
suggested modifications.  
Articles may be submitted in 
writing, by mail, or e-mail.  
Photos are also very welcome.  
If any mailed material must be 
returned,  please include a self
-addressed, stamped envelope. 
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Advertisement of products or 
services in The Standard does 
not imply endorsement of 
such products or services by 
the Capital Triumph Register, 
Ltd. or its members.  

Membership Renewal / Application 
For renewals with unchanged status, return your mailing label 

 
Name 
Address 
 
 
 
Phone 
 
E-mail 

Newsletter Preference:  Electronic                     Paper  
Gift from 

Triumphs owned 
 

Annual Dues: $25.00 or 2 years for $40.00 - Save $10.00 
Checks payable to C.T.R. 

Please complete and return this form to: 
Mark Shlien 

611 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE 
Suite 311 

Washington, DC 20003 

Please indicate whether Home, Work, or Cell 



THE STANDARD 4729 Willows Road
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732-4221

TRIUMPH TRIVIA:  The TR8 is the subject of a few con-
troversies including the exact number made.  While the total 
number of TR8s produced is still debated most historians 
agree it is: 

 
A.  Approximately 750 B.  Around 1750 
C.  Roughly 2750  D.  About 3750 

Answer: C.  The British Motor Heritage Industry Trust states 
2746 and the book The Complete Guide to the Triumph TR7 
and TR8 says 2815.   

Triumph Trivia 
Christopher Yurasko 

Signs of the Times 

Photo credits:  Page 1 Stephen Prior; Pages 2 & 3 Stephen 
Oertwig; Page 6 top Stephen Oertwig; Page 6 bottom 

Art Fournier; Page 7 top left Stephen Oertwig; Page 7 right and 
bottom left Art Fournier; Page 8 left Tom Burke; Page 8 right 

Stephen Oertwig; Page 9 left JP Puckett; Page 9 right 
Art Fournier; Pages 10 & 11 Bill Goodwin and Andy Cooke; 

Page 12 Jay Christopher 

Hmmm, I’m honestly not sure what to say about this? 
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